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An Appealto the LIG HT, &c.

N the Sermon accufed by fome having before opened so Bleffings

or Priviledges of Believers through Chritt, ¥ named 20 counterfeit

Priviledges afferted by the Libertines called Antinomians, corrup-

ting the Gofpcl of Jefus ! €o many have fince accufed chat Sermon,
(‘though no one to my felf ) that 1 think it my duty ro give this repe-
tition of thofé 4 points which I hear they fpeak againit.

1. Idid affert that Chrift’s righteoufnefs (even haoitual, a&ive and’
paflive, exalted by his Divine rightcoufne(s) being the fulfilling of his
Law and Covenant of Mediation, hath perfe@ly merited the Recon-
ciliation, Pardon, Juftification, Adoption, Sanctification, Glory, and all
the good which ever we receive, to be given us freely in his own time,
and on his own terms, by his new Covenant, by his Spirit, and by his
Providence : and that we are as juftly and certainly jultiticd, pardoned
and faved by and for this meritorious righteoufnels and facrifice of
Chrit, as if we had donc and fuffered all our felves: and chae he fuf-
fered for us, and in our ftead, that we might not fuffer, and fulfilled all
rightcoufnefs for us that were finners: and to thele proper ufes we
have and need no other rightcoufiefs 5 and though it be not a Scrip-
ture phrafe, we may truly fay that thus Chrift’s righteoufnefs is imputed
to us.

But Chrift did all this in the perfon of a Mediatcrs and not as our
Delegate, Servant or Agents nor full Reprefenter of our perfons 5 that
is, his perfon, and the pexfon of cach finner were not the {ame indeed,
or in Law-fenfe, nor did God fo judge them: God did not fo impute

our fins to him, as to take the very fins themfelves te be his own fins3

for then they would denominate him accordingly, and make him atu-
ally hateful to God as they do us, and his perfon would be corrupted by
them: it is thercfore ill language (and ftriGly not truc) to fay that
Chrift was not only an Ignorant, Infidel, Athcit, a Blafphemer, a Mur-
derer, an Adultexer, a Lyer, but the greatelt Sinncr in the World,and the,
wortt Perfon, as having the fins of all the World, or ele¢k, made in them~
felves his very fins. 1t was only the punihment which he underwent,
as a voluntary facrifice of propitiation. And it is nct true that we did
A2 our
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out felves fulfil all rightcoufnefs, and fatisfie juftice, by and in Chrift as
perfonating us: nor that God doth judge us to have done all this in and
by him and (o take us to be fuch as never finned, as: having from ouy
birth to our death perfeétly done all commanded us by another: nor are
we juttiticd by the Law of jnnocency, as no finners: but from that Law,
by the Law of Grace 5 clfe we could have no need of. Chrift’s death -
and fatisfaction, nor be capable of any pardon, nor pray for pardon, nor
ufe any means for pardon, nor give any thanks4or it, nor neced a Law:of
Grace to give it us, nor a Sacrament to feal it to us; for he that is re-
puted never to have finned, but to have perfectly kept the Law, hath no
{in to pardon, or to be wafhed from by the blood of.Chritt.  And this
maketh all God’s punifhing corrections of us for fin to be none, or to
be unjufts if we arc repuced fuch as never finned, or fuch as have made
perfet fatisfaction by another.  Chrift’s righteoufiefs is ours as to the
cffects, ufes and ends, and in the time, meafure and order determined by
himfelf: but it isnot ours in the fame fenfe as it is his; for his perfon
and ours being not the fame, (though Union make us members of his
Political Body, not of his Natural)) the fume accident cannot be intwo
(yea innumerable) fubjects: Chrift’s rightcoufnefs is Divine as well as
Humane, and {o is his Effence, and is Infinie, and is very God : but we .
have no rightcoufinefs which is our Effence, Infinite, and is very God :
wearenot Gods: Chrift’s habitwal righteoufnefs is exclufive of all fin,
or need of healing Grace, or of a Saviour : but fo is not ours: Chailt
was the very Agent of thofe acks that are his a@tive rightcoufnefs: bue
we did them not, nor doth God miftake, and ¢hink we did them : it is
not well faid thesefore that we are as. rightedus 4s Chrif¥, and more
rightcous than the Angels, as having all the fame- righteoufnefs that
Chrift hath, as proprietors of it felf: but it is ours in' and toall the
fuuits and effects of it, as.it pleafed the Father and Son to convey them.
And Jett any could not remember my words, Ltold you that Mr. Brad-
fbaw ina lictle Book of Fuftification (in Latin and Englith) hath ina
few lines in the Preface told you in what fenfe Chrift’s rightcoufnefsis
and is not imputed to us, juft as T mean, and to that X ftand.
1L [ faid that we have no Righteoufnefles of our own, which an-
fwereth the Law of innocency, or fatisfycth it - Nor any which is in
thead of the Righteoufnefs of Chrift, or any of its proper ufes 5 nor any
which is 10 joyn with Chrifts to the fame ufes and neareft ends ; nor mult
we aferibeto our own works, the leatt degree of that which is proper
to
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to the mieritoriops Righteoufnefs, or Sacrifice, or Grace of Chrift : Bue
as Chrift is our King, and hath freely given his benefits, by the way

‘and terms of a Law of Gracé (the Baptifnai Covenant) fo that Co-
venant or Law muft be performed by us through his grace: And we
muft be judged by that Law : And we muf* havea Righteoufnefs requi-
red by that Law iin fubordination to Chrift's Meritorious Righteoufnefs :
And by that perfonal Righteoufnefs , we muft be iuﬂiﬁcf againft the
contrary charge : chiat is, we muft be juftified by our faith' againft the
chargeof Infidelity, and by our Repentance againft the charge of Inpe-
nitency; and by our Love, Holinefs, Obedience and Sincerity, againft
the c‘hargc of finalunholinef, rebellion, and being hypocrites : And
the day of Judgment will not be to try Chrift and his Rightcoufnefs, but
(tohonour it) “and try usand ours : And all men fhall be judged ac-
cording to their own works: And to be judged, is to be juftitied or con-
demned : And falvation or damnation will be adjudged us as we are
found co have been perfonally righteous or unrightcous, in refpeét to the
terms of the Law of Grace ; that is, Beliovers or unbelievers, penitent
or impenitent, holy or unholys and no man (hall be juftified or faved
by this plea; Though I lived and dyed an Acheift, Infidel, Blalphemer,
Impenitent, unholy, carna); a difhoneft man, a Thief, a Murtherer, an
Adulterer 3 _yet Chrift believed, repented, was holy, and juft, and fober, -
and honeft, in my ftead and perfon. And yet Salvation asto the Thing
itfelf, is the frec gife of God, merited only by Chrift forus; but it is
3 rewardto owursobedience, only as tothe Order of collation of that free
gift ; As a Futher will give apiece of Gold to his ‘Child that wilk
humbly thank him, and not to him rhat will defpife it. '
IIL 1 faid that God indeed commandeik 5 Daty which he is not
ready to help us ¢o perform,and that he that commandeth us to Believe,
Repentand Love him, doth by effectual grace caufe all his Klect 1o
Beffeve, Repent, and Love him (and fincercly to obey him , and per-
fevere hcrcn_n ) but that it is not true that his Commands, and Promifes,
and Operations axe of cqual extent, {0 that he Promiféth and Giveth o)k
that he Commandeth, (ither to All, or tothe Eledt: Forunlefs we will
fay as fome Papils, that there are Counfels which are ro Laws, and
Venial Sins , which arc but Analogically and not properly zalled fins, we:
wufi believe that all men are Commanded to Love, truft and obey God
With all their. mind, and foul, and might, yea perfe@ly ;s and that ali'
tinis torbidden, cven imperfecion otholy duty, and every vain thoughe,
. andk
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and word, and dced @ And he, that (aith he hathnofin, isa lyer, for
in many things we offend all 5 and fn isa tranfgreflion of the Law :
And it is not meet for a Godly man’s mouth to fay, either that #o an.

2

or no eleti man cver finneth, or that God breaketh bis promife as oft as -

any of themfing which mut beif he promifcand Give gll.that he com-
wmandeth, and not only help or enable men to do more than they do.

Al the other Counterfeit Priviledges I pafs by, becaufe Lhear of none
acculed particularly but thefes and it hercind erre, Icrave hereafter the
charitable Teaching of them that by accuting, fhew that they think their
knowledge of thefe matters is morc clears profefling my delire thank-
fully to Learn, and to buy the truth ata dearer rate than a recantation
of my erwore But if Thave only opened a weighty part of Chrift’s
Gofpel, which babes thould underfland, andall fober Chriftians do or
fhould agree in, and have only fought to keep God’s Dottrine, Church
and Scrvants, from fuch Corxuption as looketh too like anotber Gofpel )

. and if prevalently practifed , would be mens utter xuine 5 and alfo tc;
vindicate God’s Servants from fich fcandalous errors, as fome envious
Writers with great {corn endeavour to faften on them 3 T humbly adfno-
nifh all fober Chriftians, that they own not thofe cxrors, and juftifie not
thofe accufers, and harden not any infulting adverfaries, and cnfare
not honeft injudicious Chriftians, or poftexity, and to fear left they
thould hainoutly injure that Chitt, and that facred Gofpel, which they
love : Andif they will not Learnof one that differs from them, that
they would confider what it is that they defame,left they take that brand
upon themfelves, asbeing of the contrary judgment , which T would
have faved them from, and leit they do many Souls fuch hurt as they
cannot curc,

1V. And (ontheby, perfwading Tcachers , not haftily to engage
the common hearers though godly, in fuch Controverfics as they are
unfit for, and are palt their xeach, left they turn heir practical Religlon
into wordy contentious fidings , and make their Churches Militane
againft themfelves, and other brethten) X did aver to them upon m
long obfervation and experience, that (o much of thofe difficult Con!
troverlics among Chriltians doth lycin bare ambiguous words and no-
tions, (orunrevealed things) as will hardly be believed by fuch as have
not throughly tryed it: yea, not only among Proteftants, but fome fuch
Controverlies with the Papilts themlfclves s where I told you by diftin-

&ion, that our Controverlics with them arc of two foress 1. Some
that

(s)

that a carnal intereft bredand feedeth,fuch as their Papal ufurped Power,
and Tyrannical Church Government, and Indulgences, and their Car--
nal way of worlhip, and all thofe Doékrines (as Purs;atory, and fuch
others) which ferve the fame intercft and ¢nds : And in all thefe our
difference is great indeed, and unreconcilcable unlefs they change: But
2. There are fome points which no carnal intercft, bu¢ the meer diffi-
culty of the matter, and the weaknefs of man’s underftanding make
Controvetfics fuchas (I'named them) about Ele@ion and Reproba~
tiop, and Phyfical predeterminatiou ,_and univerfal Redemption , the
definition of man’s Power and frec will, the way of Divine operations
on the Soul, the nature and difference of effe@ual and fufficient Grace 3
Pexfeverance, God’s providence about the caufation of fin, and other
fuch like): And here] fagagain fo much of the difference lyeth in words
differently undertlood , as few believe : And a man. well skilled in-
opening fuch wordy ambiguitics, and truly ftating Coatroverfies, might
force many toconfefs that they mean the fame thin while they trouble
the Church by rendring each other odious for the ifference, And that
in the forefaid poiats, the Papilts more differ one from another , than
the Protettents do among themfelves,. or from the adverfe partof them:-
The Synode of Dort (‘and the Englify Articles and Dorine) not going.
near {o far from the very Jefuits (or Arminians or Lutherans) as the
Dominicansand Janfeniftsdo 5 and I would have no Chriftians think.
orfay that they differ where they do not, nox make the worlt man feem:
worie than he is, nor wrong any adverfary, and harden them by wrong-
ing them, and that to our own hurt and difhonour.

But inftead of this-which I thus delivered , it hath been reported’
abroad the City, that 1 faid, the difference beiween us snd the Papifts, was
but in wordsy and all the faid difin@ionand inftances lefeout ¢ And L.

~ humbly now propofe it to fuch Brethren, whether this be ferving the
Lord or his Truth, or profitable to the hearers and veporters Souls, or
fafe or honourable to themfelves, and who s ferved and gratifyed hercby.
And whether thofe Tcachers that hiave bought their litele knowledgeat
as dear arate as any of them, deferve not better Jultice from them, if.
not the charity of perfonal conviction or inttrucion, inftead of all this.
behind our backs, when we cannot right our felves, or fave the hearers; -
and whether fuch requital for our labours will be their peace at latt, or-
their honour to pofterity. Though to me it mult bea fmall thingto:

be judged of man, being going to the judgment of the Lord ; and fmall
te)




be deniyed the praife of Man, whieh 1 the Blypocrites pooi v ards’
t!(.)‘n 11d o{.rbt not but thae :which-the ertonecus decufe, Mlpl?ec_’pxﬁgablc"
“*to impartial teachable perfons s and as errorshyeinall dges been (hor.:
ter livedthan ‘truth, fo the age'that follower!: mayengerta n'that, which
prejudicedd miftaught perfons at prefent do xelift, " "Andit is ‘found Do-
Chrinc that muft make found Chriftians, 'and {ound Chusches: which
muft not by any faithful Miniter be betrayed s efpccidlly not for fear of
difpleating them, who.would hate.their errors if they did but knew'
theriis and who cxpect that we thould flatter neither’ Princes nor Pre-

lites, were.we co preach to them, who yet can offer us far greater temp-
tatfons, ‘than thefe offended perfons, from whom we crave and expect
no more;but entertainment of Gods truth as far as we prove it, orat least
to flay while they impartially confider it, and not fearlefly o fpeqk
«vil'of that which they never underftood. Bae jf ‘with fome mif-Jod
hearers, fo much wifdom and confcience js not to be hopcd'for, I
an perfwaded that in Egland, few Minifiers of Chrit will prove (o
weak as to propagate orapprove fuch errors,

—

POSTSCRIPT

Mutt here alfo tell the World that there are divers Sheets publifhed

and cryed about as mine; with Iny Name prefixed s (as one called
{ Mr. Baxter’s Diredlions for Family Duties another of Sentences
“about Conyey mn,‘;l and more fuch, which are none of mine; but are
falily fo pretended to my wrong: fome faid to be Printed by Fobu Con-
#iers in Soutbwark,, and fome by others, :
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