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P R EF A C L

HE prophecies have ufefully em-

ployed the ftudies and pens of
many men; iome have treated more
largely and generally about them,
others have well explained and illui-
trated particular prophecies ; both ways
are very proper, to fet forth the wil-
dom, fore-knowledge, and government
of the world, by God from whom the
prophecies came. Some of thofe which
are already accomplithed have been
very clearly explained, and fhewn to
have been fo fully and undeniably ful-
filled, that whoever will examine the
matter without prejudice cannot but {ee
it : but thofe whofe completion 1s yet
- future, have more dificulty in them,
and it is neceffary it thould be {fo; for
thofe who do in event execute God’s
work, often do it with a wicked defign,
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iV PRETFACE.

to gratify their own pride and ambi-
tion; If. x. g~—~. And if they were
to be pointed out too plainly, it might
prevent their fulfilling them. Though
therefore thole who are inclined that
way, may ftudy, and endeavour to find
out the meaning of the prophecies
which are yet future, yet we fhould
{peak with more caution about themj;
for {fome difficulties may yet remain
till the event explains them.

The prophecies here attempted. to be
methodized and explained, are thofe
concerning the Mciliah, as proper 1n
this age of infidelity 3 for if it appears
that Jefus was the Mefhah, it follows
that what he commands muft be obeyed,
and confcquently the vices of the world
avorded. My defign in drawing up this
at firft, was to confirm myfelf and
family in the true, fuirm, and rational
belicf of Chriftianity; and with a like
itention it is now publithed. And 1if
by methodizing the prophecies in a
new manncr, by {etting things in a
frefh light, or by giving mens minds
another call to attend to the fubjedt,

any



PREFACE. v

any unbelievers fhall be convinced, or
any who are miftaken about any cir-
cumftance be {et right, my defign will
be aniwered.

The method here taken 15 to begin
with the firft general prophecy that
there fhould be a Saviour, and proceed
by his nature, relation to us, the ex-
pectation of him, his offices, qualities,
prophecies, {ufferings, death, refur-
rection, exaltation, and the {preading of
the Gofpel, to his final kingdom and
judgment. The feveral texts relating
to each particular are {et together in
fuch order as feemed to convey the
cleareft 1dea of the {ubjet ; and I have
then extrated what {feems to be the
full and clear meaning of what is quoted
under each head. And 1n the laft chap-
ter, I have fummed up the {ubftance
of what 1s contained in all the former.

Lyndon, Rutland,
Jun. 11, 1480,

THE
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T H E

M E S ST A H

CH AP L

The Certamty and Manner of the Mel-
fiah’s coming.

§ 1. That a Meffiab [fhould come.

EN. iii. 15. (Her feed) fhall bruife thy head,
and thou fhalc bruife his heel. If. ix, 6, Zech,
VI, 12,

xxil, 18. In thy feed thall all the nations of the
carth be blefled. xi1. 3. xxvi. 4. xxviil. 14, PL. Ixx11.
17. Eccluf. xliv. 21. g

Deut, xvili. 14, 17, 18, 19. The Lord thy God
will raife up unto thee a Prophet from the midft of
thee, of thy brethren, 'like unto me, unto him fhall
ye hearken.—The Lord faid unto mé,—¢ I will raife
¢ them up a Prophet from among their brethren, likg
¢ unto thee ; and will put my words i his mouth,
“ and he fhall fpeak unto them all that I-fhall com-
“ mand him. And 1t thall come to pafs that who-
¢ {oever will not hearken unto my words, which he
¢ thall fpeak 1 my name, I will require 1t of him.’

I. xL 5, 9. The glory of the Lord fhall be re-

vealed, and all flefh fhall fee 1t tugether.—Say unto -

the cities of Judah, ¢ Behold vour God.’
B . Hag.

&
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John 17;
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Heb. iii, g, 6.

[ 2 ]
Hag. ii. 4. The defire of ail nations fhall come.

Mal. 1i1. 1. The Lord whom ye feek fhall {ud-
denly come to his Temple, even the meflenger of
the covenant whom ye delight 1n.

——Rom. xvi. 20. The God of peace fhall bruife
Satan under your feet fhortly.

1 Joh. iit. 8. The Son of God was manifefted that
he might deftroy the works of the devil. Heb. ii.
14.

4Gal i1, 16, To Abraham and his feed were the
promifes made. Hefaith not ¢ and to feeds,” as of
many, but as of one ¢and to thy feed,” which is

Chrift. Aéts 1. 25,

Alts 1. 22, Mofes truly faid unto the fathers,
¢ A prophet fhall the Lord your God raife up unto
¢ you of your brethren, like unto me; him fhall ye
¢ hear 1n all things whatfoever be {hall fay unto you.
Vil 27. ’

jghni 45. We have found him of whom Mofes
in the Law, and the DProphets did write, Jefus of
Nazareth the fon of Jofeph.

Lukeit. 10, I bring you good tidings of great

joy, which fhall be to all pec)ple

The firft promife of a Saviour is juft after the fall,
but diftant and indeterminate, only that he thould
be one defcended from the woman. This promife is
renewed to Abraham, that all nations fhould be
bleffed in his feed ; Haggai therefore calls him
¢ The defire of all nations; and Malachi, The Lord
whom ye feck and delight in:  But Mofes defcribes
him more particularly, as a prophet of the fews,
who Jike bim was to be the giver of a new law; {o
Malachi calls him rbe meffenger of the covenant. He
was to be the great revealer of God’s will 10 men, and
is therefore called The Word of Gody and to him _
they muft bearken and obey : but though a Prophet,
he is as much greater than one as the Son ds above a

{ervant 3
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fervant s and therefore Ifaiah calls him Zhe glery of
the Lord, and your God. |

The New Teftament often refers to thefe pro-
phecies as fulfilled. God fhall bruife [atan wirder your
feet ; Chrift is he feed to whom the promifes were
made ; who was foretold by Mofes and all the pro-
phets; he was #the Prophet like Mofes whom all muft
hear, It was thercfore good tidings of great joy, when
he in whom all the families of the earth were to be
bleffed was born ; and, this blefling 1s by defiroying the
aworks of the devil, that is, all fin; for thofe only will
be faved who fo believe in him as to obey him.

§. 2. Who he was to be defcended from.
Gen. iti. 15, (The fced of the woman) {hall bruie
. thy head.

xii. 3. (Abraban}in thee thall all families of the
carth be bleffed, xvui. 18.

xxvi. 4. (lfaac) In thy feed fhall all the nations
of the earth be bilefled.

xxviil, 14. ( Facob) In thee and in thy feed (hallall
the fainilies of the earth be bleffed.

xlix. 10, (Fudah) The {ceptre fhall not depart
from Judah, nor a lawgiver from between his feet,
until Shiloh come,

If. x1. 1. (Fefle) There fhall come forth a rod out
of the ftem of Jeffe, and a branch fhall grow out
of his roots, 10.

Paf, cxxxi. 11. { David) The Lord hath fworn 1n
troth unto David, he will not turn from it, ¢ Of the
¢ fruit of thy body will 1 fet upon thy throne.” 1L
ix. 7. Jer. xxiit 5. |

Ixxxix. 4,27, Thy feed will T eftablilh for ever,
and build up thy throne ro all generaticns.—1I will

~make him my Grft born, higaer than the kings of
the earth. 29. |

If. vil. 13, 14. Hear ye now O houle of David,

~The Lord himfelf fhall give you a fign, Behold, a .

virein fhall conceive and bear a fon, and fhall call
his namc Immanuel,

B2 ‘ Jer.

10Q
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Jer. xxxiii. 20, 21, If ye can break my covenant
of the day and my covenant of the night, and that
there fhou'd not be day and night in their feafon,
then may alfo my covenant be broken with David my
fervant, that he thould not have a fon to reign upon

his throne.

——Ecclus xliv. 21, 22, 23. He affured him
(Abrabam) by an oath, that he would blefs the
nations in his feed. -—Wlth Ifaac did he eftablifh like-

wife—the covenant, and made it reft on the head of
Jacob.

A&siil. 25, The covenant which God made with
our fathers, faying unto Abraham, ¢ And i thy
¢ {eed fhall all the kindreds of the earth be bleffed.’
Mat. 1. 1. ..

Heb. vii. 14. Itis evident that our Lord {prang
outof Judah. Rev.v. 3.

Rom. xv. 12, I{aah faith, ¢ There fhall be a root
¢ of Jefle)

John vii, 42. Hath not the feripture faid that Chrift
cometh of the feed of David, and out of the town
of Bethlehem where David was.,  Mat. xxi. 42.
Rev. xxit. 16,

Aés xii, 23. Of this man’s feed, hath God ac-

cording to his promife raifed unto Tirael a Saviour
Jefus. Gal. iii. 8. 16,

it. 30. Knowing that God had fworn with an oath
to him, that ¢ of the fruit of his loins according to

¢ the fcth he would raife up Chnift to fit on hlS
¢ throne.” Luk, 1. 32, 64.

The Saviour who fhould deftroy the power of the
Devil, and blefs not lfrael only, but all nations, was
to be of the feed of the woman, delcended trom Abra-
ham, Yaac, Jacob, Judah, Jefle, and David, A king
as David was, yet higher than the kings of the
earth, even God with us.  And tiis not a fading but
an everlafimg kingdom for Jeremiah, in whofe time
the earthly kmgdom of the houfe of David failed,
fays, that ftill the covenant of David 15 as certam as

the
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the feafons. And this Saviour, fometimes called
David their king, willin the latter days reftore the
kingdom after it had been long loft.

The fon of Syrach, and the Jews in our Saviour’s
time, knew by the prophecies that the Meffiah mult
be defcended from thefe Patriarchs, though many
did not know the fpiritual nature of himfelf and his
kingdom ; and the Apottles, to prove that Fefus was
the Chrift, thew that he was dcfcended of that famly
as foretold, and he was that particular feed in whom
the promifes were to be fulfilled.

§. 3. When be fbould come.

Gen. xlix. 1c. The fceptre fhall not depart from
Judah, nor a lawgiver from between his teet, unul
Shiloh come.

Hag. ii. 7. The defire of all nations {hall come,
and I will fill this houfe with glory.

Mal. iit. 1. The Lord whom ye feek fhall fud-
denly come to his temple.

Dan. ix. 24, 25. Seventy weeks are determined
upon thy people,—to anoint the molt holy.—From
the going forth of the commandment to reftore and
to bulld Jerufalem, unto the Mefliah the prince,
fhall be feven weeks and threefcore and two weeks.

Luken. 26. It was revealed to him (§imeon) by
the Holy Gholt, that he fhould not fee death, be-
fore he had feen the Lord’s Chrift. “

——38. (dnna) {pake of him to all them that
looked for redemption in Jerufalem. 25. Mar. xv.
43- \

John iv. 2¢, The woman (‘of Samaria) faith
unto him, ¢ I know that the Meffiah cometh which
¢ 15 called Chnit)’ 29.

Mat. 1. 1, 2. Wife men came from the Eaft to
Jerufalem faying, ¢ Where is he that 1s born king

¢ of the Jews ? for we have feen his ftar in the Eaft,
¢ and are come to worfhip him.’

B 3 Gﬂ!i
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Gal.iv. 4. When the fulnefs of the time was come,
God lent forth his Son. Eph. i. 10.

Mar. 1. 15. The time 1s fulfilled, and the king-

dom of God is at hand, Mat. xvi. 3.

Mat, 11 1. Jefus was born in Bethlehem of Judea
in the days of Herod the Kking,

The Meffiah was to come before the government
of Judah ceafed, while the temple was ftanding,
and within 490 years after the rebuilding ]crufalem,
and Simeon, who from the prophecies was in expec-

tation of his coming, was told he fhould {fee him
before he died.

Accordingly about the time of Jefus’s birth a ge-
neral expe&atton of the Mefliah was {pread, not

only among the Jews and Samarltans, but among
the Gentiles alfo; we find hints of it in fevera)

heathen writers as well as the Bible, Of this ex-

At.v.36,37. petution Theudas and Judas of Galilee probably

Ex. xi1. 48.

Joh. xviii. 31, o
Alt.v. 21,

took advantage, when they drew away followers atter
them. Chnlt 15 there:ore faid to have come 1 the

fulnefs of tune. becaule the world was then better

prevared to reccive him than it had bcen before,
and becauie that was to be the time the Prophets
had before pointed it out as fuch, Jefus was born
in the days of Herod, who feems to have been by

defcent an ldumean ; but his family having embraced
the Jewifh relifrion, he was as a native ch the
government was alfo Jewith, that is, by the law of
Mofes; the fceptre therefore was not then depart-
ed from Judah. Soon after his death the Romans
turned out his fon, and fet a Roman governoer over

the land, the fceptre therefore was now beginning to
depqrt but not yet gone; for they were il in their
wn land, under the law of Mofes, and the High-
pricit and elders ftill ruled among tln.m But fome
time after Jefus’s death the Romans took away both
their place and nation j their Temple was deftroyed,
the whole ptopl" dlfpsri d; and they have had no

fcttled
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{ettled country nor government among them ever
fince.

§ 4o Where be was to be born,

Micah, v. 2. Thou Bethlehem Ephratah, though
thou be little among the thoufands of Judah, yet
out of thee fhall he come forth unto me that is to be
ruler in llrael ; whofe goings forth have been from
of old from everlafting,

Mat. 1. 4, 5, 6. Herod demanded of them where
Chrift thould be born ; and they faid unto him ¢ in
¢ Bethlehem of Judea, for thus it is written by the
¢ Propher; ¢ And thou Bethlehem in the land of
“ Judah, art not the leaflt among the princes of
““ Judah, for out of thee fhall come a governour
““ that fhall rule my people Ifrael.”

John vil. 42, Hath not the Scripture faid that
Chrift cometh of the feed of David, and out of the
town of Bethlehem where David was. Mar, 1. 1.
Lukeii, 4—7. Joleph went up—unto the city
of David which is called Bethlehem, becaufe he was
of the houfe and lineage of David ; to be tax’d with
Mary his cfpoufed wife, being great with child.—
While they were there—fhe brought forth her firft
born Son,

1. 10, 11, 16. The angel {a1d,—¢ To youis born
¢ this day 1n the city of David, a Saviour which is
¢ Chnit the Lord’—They found—the Babe lying
In a anger. -

Mat. 11, 8, 11, (Herod) lent (the wife men) to
Bethlehem,—they faw the young child.

The Meffiah was to be born not only of the feed
of David, but in the fame town of Bethlehem ;
which though a fmall place in itfelf, would become
remarkable by being the place of hisbirth : the Jews
in our Saviour’s time knew and quoted this prophecy
concerning the Meffiah, and fome who did not know,
that Jefus who was brought up at Nazareth was born
at Bethlehem, objected it againft him,

B 4 By

]Ohl VH- :;
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By an efpecial providence Jofeph and Mary were
obliged to go from Nazareth to Bethlehem juft at
that time, and there Jefus was born, An angel de-
clared his birth to fome thepherds, and called them
to be witnefles that they faw him. there that night
as a new-born child ; and Herod {ent the wife men

to Bethlehem to find him, who faw him before he
was removed from thence.

§ 5. The manner of bis birth.

If. vil. 14. A virgin fhall conceive and bear a Son,
and fhall call his name Immanuel.

Luke 1. 26—35. The angel Gabriel was fent to
a virgin efpoufed to a man whofe name was Jofeph.
—*¢ Thou fhalt conceive and bring forth a Soo.’
—¢ How fhall this be, fecing I know nota man 2—
¢ The Holy Ghoft fhall come upon thee, and the
¢ power of the higheft fhall overfhadow thee, there-

¢ fore alfo that holy thing which fhall be born of
¢ thee fhall be called the Son of God.’—Mat. 1. 20.

——Mat. 1. 18, 25. Before they came together the

was found with child of the Holy Ghoft.—He
knew her not till fhe had brought foith her firft
born Son. Luke 1. 7.

22, 23. All this was donethat it might be fulfilled
which was {poken of the Lord by the Prophet, fay-
ing, ¢ Behold a virgin fhall be with child and fhall
¢ bring forth a Son, and they fhall call his name
¢ Emmanuel.”  Which being mterpreted 1s God
with 15,

The Meffiah was to bt born out of the ordinary
courfe of nature, and in a peculiar manner of the feed
of the woman, having no earthly father; and this
prophecy was repeated by the angel to his mother
a lictle before his birth. '

Accordingly we find, that thovgh Mary was en-

aged to a man, they were not yet come together,
her firft born fon therefore was as the Prophet fore-

told
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told without a father, and Matthew refers to Ifaiah
as being thereby fulfilled.

-y

C H A P IL

His Nature and his coming into the
World.

4. 6. What he is in himfelf, Before and above all
things.

ICAH, v. 2. Whote goings forth have been -
from of old, from everlafting.

Prov. viii, 22—30. The Lord pofiefled me 1n the
beginning of his way, before his works of old: J was
fet up from everlafting, from the beginning, or cver
the earth was.—\When he prepared the leavens I
was there ;—Then was I by him as one braught up
with him. Ecclus xxiv, 3, ¢.

Pf. xlv, 6. Thy throne, O God, 1s for ever and
ever. Heb, 1. 8.

——John 1. 1. In the beginning was the word,
and the word was with God and the word was

God. Phil. ii. 6. 1 Joh. i. 1.

xvil. 5. Father glonfy thou me with thine own QI
felt, with the glory which I had with thee before
the world was, 24. Col. 1. 17.

Heb. 1. 3, 4. The brightnefs of his glory, and the
exprels image of his perfon, and upholding all things
by the word of his power.—Being made fo much
better than the angels, as he hath by inheritance ob-
tained a more excellent name than they. 6. 13. Col.
i1, 9. Joh. 1, 14.

Col. 1.-15. Who 1s the likenefs of the invifible
God, the firft born of every creature. 2 Cor. iv. 4.

Rev. iil (4. The beginning of the creation of
God. Joh, 1, 15. The

38
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The Son of God was before all things, in glory with
Goa, loas to be himfelf called God ; fuperior to all
angels, who are to worthip him. And the wifdom
which Solomon and the fon of Syrach fpeak {o ex-
altedly of, feems to be the divine wifdom in the per-

Jon of the Meffiah, who was as one brouglit up with

God, and by him when he made the heavens., He
was the likenefs of the tnvifible God, the exprefs repre-
fentation of his perfon and glory, and like him has
tbe povo.r of upholding ali things, and his power is
faid to be for ever.  His being s derived from God,
for he is the firf born of cvery creature, the beginning
of the creation of God ; yer i lime defore all and in
nature fuperior o all,

§ 7. —The Sen and Word of God.

Pl. 1. 7. Thou art my Son, this day have ] begot-
ten thee,

Luke 1. 32, He fhall be great, and fhall be called
the Son of the higheft.
~——Mat, 111, 17. This is my beloved Son in whom
1 am well pleafed, xvil, 5. Johni. 34.

Johni. 14, We beheld his glory, the glory as of
the only begotten of the Father, full of grace and
truth.

11, 16. God fo loved the world that he gave his
only begotten Sor, Gal, v, 4.

Rev. x1x. 13. His name is called The Word of
Ged. 1 Johnl. 1. '

John.i. 1. 1n the beginning was the Word, 14.

The Mefliah being the next in nature and dignity
to the fupreme God, 1s called the Sen of God, his
6y begotten, and beloved Son.  And his glory, grace,
and truth, was above all others; by which he Ipake
as never man Ipake ; did fuch works as were never
fcen in lirael, and was tempred, yer without fin,
And this teftimony God bare to him by a voice from
heaven at his baptifm and transhguration ; John the

Bapuft was witnefs of the onz, and the three apoitles
| - of
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Mg

of the other. His words by which he taught as one wae, vi;, 20,
having authority, his works which were beneficial ;. ... .,
miracles, and his virtues by which he went about

doing good, convinced his apoftles and others that
he was indeed the Meffiah.

He is alfo called the Word of God, becaufe it was
by him God fpake and revealed his will to mankind, 1. 13,

Ad. x. 38.

§. 8. —1In the likenefs of the Father.

Phil. 1i, 6. Being in the form of God. Col. ii. .

John x. 30—38. I and my father are one.—The
Jews anfwered, ¢ Thou being a man makeft thyfelf
¢ God.—If he called them gods unto whom the
word of God came,—{ay ye of him whom the Father
hath fanflified and fent into the world ¢ Thou
¢ blafphemeft,” becaufe I faid I am the Son of
¢ God P"—Believe that the Father 1s in me and Iin
him, X1v. 10, I,

v. 18. Said—that God was his father, making
him{elf equal with God.

xvit. 21—23. That they all may be one, as thou
father artin me and I in thee, that they alfo may be
one 1n us,—That they may be one even as we are

one. 1in them, and thou in me, that they may be
made perfect in one. 11, xiv. 20.

Gal. 1. 28. Ye are all one in Chrift Jefus,

Jefus faid that God was his Father, that he is in
God, and God in him, and is one in and with God.,
The Jews called this blafphemy, as claiming a nature
fuperior to man and ke to God. Jefus aniwered
he who was of {o exalted a nature, really fuperior to
man, and the 1mmediate meflenger of God to the
world, might well claim that likcnels. Thefe feveral — §
cxpreffions 1mplied a union in difpofition and man-
ners; of compliance in the infertor, and afliftance in
the {uperior: fo Chnft diu always choic things Joh. viii. zg.
which plealed God, and God gave not the Spirit by 1l 34
meafure unto him, And fo alfo Jefus prays his dil-
ciples may be one as he and God are, they in bim,

and
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and he in them: accordingly we find they were all
one in Chrift Jefus, that is, of one heart and one foul,

§. 9.—~Themaker and ruler of all things.

Eph. iil. 9. God created all things by Jetus Chrift.
Hzeb. 1. 10.

1Cor.viil. 6. One God the Father, of whom are all
things,—and one Lord Jefus Chnift, by whom are all
things. _p ~
John i. 3. 7All things were made by him, and
without him was not any thing made that was made.
Heb. 1. 3. :

Col. 1. 16, 17. By hun were all things created,
that are in heaven and that are on earth, vifible and
invilible.—All things were created by him and for
him 3~by him all things confift,

Heb. i. 2, Whom he hath appointed heir of all
things, by whom alfo he made the worlds. John .
35 | | |

All power, all being, and every thing which exifts,
is of God Lut the Son of God by the appointment of
the Father was his minifter in making them : and
that univerfally ; thines on earth, in beaven, wvifible
ciid invifible.  All things alfo were created for bim ;
he 1s the beir of all things, by him all things confit,
and he under God 1s thill the raler over all,

§—10. Inferior to, and the meffenger of God.
Deut. xviil, 18, 1 will raife them up a Prophet,—
and will put my words 1n his mouth, and he fhall
fpeak unto them all that 1 fhall command him.
PL. xlv. 7. God even thy God hath anointed thee
with the oll of gladnefs, PI. 1. 6. lxxxix, 27.

I, xli. 1. Behold my fervant whom I uphold,

. mine eleé i whom my foul delighteth; 1 have put

my {pirit upon him. Zech, i, 8.
I, 13. My fervant fhall deal prudently. li. 17.

——~Col. 1. 19. It pleafed the Father that in him

fhould all tulnefs dwell,
John
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- John xiv. 28. My father is greater than I.

viii. 42. | proceeded forth and came from God,
neither came I of myfelf, but he fent me, vii. 28, x.
26. Gal. v. 4.

i, 34. He whom God hath fent {peaketh
the words of God, for God giveth not the Spirit
by meafure unto him. 32. xvii. 8.

xiv.10. The words that I fpeak- unto you, I fpeak
not of myfelf; but the Father that dwelleth in me,
he doth the works. x1t. 49. vii. 16, Ats1. 22.

xvil, 4. 1 have fimfhed the work which thou
gaveftnte to do. xv. 15 1v. 34.

7. They have known that all things whatfoever
thou haft given me are of thee. x1v. 24.v. 1g.

vi. 38. I came down from heaven notto do mine
own will ; but the will of him that fent me. v. 0.
X1V, 31

The Son ot God of whom fo exalted a defcription
is given when compared with the creatures, is yet,
when compared with the fupreme God his inferior
and fervanty God 1s bis God and Father, who fent
bim to his people, gave him his meflage to them,
affifted him while on carth, -cayfed bim to be affliited,
delivered, exalted, and made bim king, ard tor his
prudent execution of this commiflion, his foul was
delighted in him,

To the good pleafure of the Father is alcribed the
fulnefs of the Son; he came not of himfelf, but God
who 1s greater than be fent bim; the doltrine he
taught was the words of Ged, the miracles he
wrought were done by the power of God, he did no-
thing of bimfe.f, nor lought bis own will; but his
dehight was to finith the work of bim who feit biin,

§- 11, What he 1s to us.  The reprefentative of Hie
Father, |

Exod. xxxiii, 20, Thou canft not fee my face,
for there fhall no man fee me and live. |

Wiid.
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Wifd. vii. 26. Wlfdom is the brightnefs of the
everlafting light, the unfpotted mirror of the power
of God, and the image of his goodnefs.

Ezek. i. 26. Upon the likenels of the throne was
the likenefs as the appearance of a man above upon
1t,

1 Tim, vi. 16. Whom no man hath feer nor
can fee. 1 John 1v. 12,

Johnv. 37 Ye have neither heard his voice at any
time nor feen his fhape. vi. 46.

1, 18, No man hath feen God at any time; the
only begotten Son which 15 in the bofom of the
Father he hath declared him.

Col.1. 15. Who is theimage of the invifible God.
2 Cor. iv. 4. Heb. 1.

God cannot be /em by human eyes, the divine
wifdom mentioned above feems to have been bis re-
prefentative to man ; and when the glory of the Lord
was departing from the T emple, then about to be
deftroved, Ezekiel faw this reprefentative of God in
the lz:’ceizcﬁ of a man: a proper appearance of him
who was afterward to take flefh.

The account in the New Teftament 1s the fame ;
no man hath ever feen or beard the fupreme God, nor
cando fo. ‘The Son of God the next being to him,
and the proper reprefentative of the invifible God, has
been from the beginning the Word of God; and
wherever God 1s faid to have appeared to man, it
feems to have been this his Son and Word, who
under him ruled the world, and reprefented and re-
vealed him to his people.

§. 12. —Ruler of the Fews under the Law.
Eccluf. xxiv. 8, 12. He that made me caufed my
tabernacle to reft, and faid, ¢ Let thy dwelling be in
¢ Jacob, and thmcmhentance in Irael.’—I took root
in an honourable people, even in the portion of the
Lord’s inheritance,

Deut,
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Deut., xkxit, 9. The Lord’s portion i$ his pedple,
Jacob is the lot of his inheritance. Ex. xxxiii. 13.

Ex. xxxiit.12.—~ 16, Mofes faid, ¢ Thou haftnot let
¢ me know whom thou wilt fend with me ;’—and he
faid, ¢ My prefence thall go with thee, and I will
¢ give thee reft.”  And he faid unto kim, ¢ If thy
¢ prelence go not with me carry us not up hence,
¢ for wherein fhall 1t be known here that I and thy
¢ people have found grace in thy fight, is it not in
that thou goeft with us? fo fhall we be feparated I
and thy people from all the people that are upon
the face of the earth.” xxxiv. g.

If. Ixi. 9. The angel of his prefence faved them.
Ex. xxiil. 20, 21.

Jofh. v. 14. As captain of the Lord’s hoft am 1
now come.

Angels are miniftering fpirits, not only to particu- Heb. i. 11,
lar perfons, but to whole kingdoms; fo the Lord [“)Ai:rm;:xi?
divided the nations to the care of particular angels.g (1 xx)
Daniel fpeaks of the prince of Perfia, of Greece, Dan, x. 13
and Michael your prince, one of the chief princes. 20, z1.
While under the Old Teftament, the Jews were the
peculiar people of God, the Mefich himfelf was
their particular appointed guardian, called for di-

{tinction, the angel of bis prefence : by this they were
diftingmifhed from other nations, who were under

common angels. ‘When they fet up the golden calf Ex. xxxiii.
he threatened to forfake them, and leave them alfo to 2~#

a common angel, which made the people nourn ;

but on Moles’s prayer he promifed bis prefence fhould

Sl go with them, And we find the Captain of the

Lord’s boft received homage from Jothua, which a Jude. xiii. 16,
common angel would not do. Rev, xiivg.

o R

S ¥3.—Head of the Church under the Gefpel.
If, Ix1. 1, 2, The Spiritof the Lord God is upon
me.—To proclaim the acceptable year of the Loid.
hx.20. The Redeemer fhall come to Zion, and
unto them that turn from tranfareffion in Jacob.

Hag.



39,

53
40

44

[ 16 ]

‘Hag, ii. 7. The defire of all nations fhall come.

If. . 12."He made interceflion for the tranf-
greflors. |
——Heb. 1. 2. (God) hath fpoken unto us by his
Son, whom he hath appointed heir of all things.
Rev. xix, 13. Jobn viii. 12.

1 T'im. 1. 5. There 1s one Mediator between God
and man, the man Chrift Jefus. Heb. ix. 15.

1 Johniv. 14. The Father fent the Son to be the
Saviour of the world. John 11, 16, Mat. 1. 21.

John 1. 16. Of his fulnefs have we all received.

Heb. vii. 25. He ever liveth to make interceflion
fot them. 1 John it. 1.

Phil. 1. 11. Every tongue fhould confefs that
Jefus Chrift is Lord. Mat. xxviii. 18.

Col. 1. 18. leis the head of the body the church.
Eph, 1. 22, 23,

Though the Jews were once the peculiar people of
God, that diftin¢tion was not to laft always. The
Meffiah was to come to proclaim that acceptable time
when he would redeem not Jacob only but all nations,
and intercede for all tranfgreflors who turn from
fin.

This office of the Meffiah of which the Prophets
{fpake is more fully deferibed in the-New Teftament.
He it is who declared to us the will of God; he 1s
the Mediator between God and man; he came as a
Saviour to declare forgivene{s of fins upon repentance;
by him we have received full afliftance in the gift of
the Holy Ghoft; he it is who intercedes for us at
God’s right hand ; he 1t 1s we muft acknowledge as
Lord of all; and who is the head, lawgiver ruler,
and rewarder of the church of God. Thele {everal -
offices will be more tully treated on in chap. VI,

§. 14. His coming down from heaven. -
1 Cor. xv. 47. ‘the firft man is of the “earth
earthy, the fecond man is the Lord from heaven.

John 1. 13.
I John
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John xvi. 28. I came forth from the Father and

am come into the world, again I leave the world and
po to the Father, viil. 42. x1L 3.

world.

vi. 62. Whatif ye {hall fee the Son of man afcend
up where he was before, 38.

iil, 31. Hethatcorheth from heaven 1s above all.

xvi, 30. By this we believe that thou cameft forth
from God, 27. xvil. 8. Mar, i. 38.

Jefus was not a mere man who began to be when
he was born into the world, but was before with the
Father in heaven; was the Lord, who was greater
than ull ; and came down from thence on a mefTage
which God fent him to do; and when he had
finithed the work committed to him he went up again
into heaven, where be was before.

§ 14, Laying afide his glory.

If. lii. 2, 3. He hath no form nor comelinefs,
ahd when we fhall fee him there is no beauty that
we fhould defire him.—~A man of forrows and dc-
quainted with grief, li. 14.

Pf. xxil. 6. I am a worm and no man, a reproach
of men and defpifed of the people.
~——2 Cor, viil. 9. Though he was rich, yet for
your fakes he became poor. |

Phil. ii. 6, 7. Being in_ the form of God--made
himfelf of no reputation, (cavjov exswooz, be emptied or
debafed bimfelf) and took upon him the form of a
fervant, and was made in the likenefs of men.

Mat. viii. 17. Himlfelf took our infirmities and
bare our ficknefies.

xx. 28. The Son of man came not to be mi-
niftered unto, but to minifter. Luke xxii. 27.

The Son of God who zvas in glory with the Father
before the world was, and in the form of Ged,
emptied himfelf, /aid afide the! Glery, and demean-

C ed

viil. 23. I am from above,—I am not of this

20
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ed himfelf to become man, and was fubjeét to the

infirmities of human nature. He did not even ap-

pear in glory as a man, but as the Prophets fay, had

no fori nor comelinefs, was reproached and defpifed.

Mat. viil. 20. 50 alfo the apoltles fay he had not where to lay his

}Dhl Vii. | 5

FHeb, xils 3.

11

head, he came 1n a low flation without education,
havmrr never lcarned letters, endured the contradic-
tion ot (inners, and at lalt {uflered death as a cri-
minal. -

§. 16, His taking flefh.

If. x1. 5. The glory of the Lord fhall be revealed,
and all flefh fhall fee it.

Fzek. 1. 26. Upon the likenefs of the throne was
the likenefs as the appearance of a man.

Dan, vii, 13. One like the Son of man came.

1. vit. 14. A virgin fhall conceive and bear a Son,
and fhall call his name Immanuel. 1x. 6.

I.uke 1. 31, 35. Thou fhalt conceive and bring
forth a Son, and fhalt call his name Jefus,—that
holy thing which fhall be born of thee (hall be called
the Son of God. Mat. i. 21.

John 1, 14. The Word was made flefh .:md
awelt among us. 1 Tim. m. 16, 1 Joh. 1. 1.

Heb. il. 14. As the children are partakers of flefh
and blood, he alfo himfelf hkewife took part of the
fame. Col. 11, g.

Phil. 1. 7. He was made in the likenefs of men.

Gal. iv. 4. God fent fosth his Son made of a Wo-
man. Rom. viii. 3.

Lukeii. 11. Unto you is born this day in the city

of David, a Saviour, which is Chnft the Lord. 7.
Mat, 1..ﬂr;

The Son and clory of God was to appear wifibly to
men, be 1n the termof man, and be doin as a child
among us; and under that form he appeared before-
hand to the prophets Ezekicland Daniel; and a little
before his birth, the angel informed Mary that the
child fhe was to beaxj fhould be alfo the Son of God.

J0
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So alfo in the Gofpel, the WWord was £iade ﬂe%

and was as the cbzldrm of flefy and blood, born of a

womnan ; and the fhepherds as direfted faw him that
night as a sew born chid,

CH'A'P. UL

Of the‘Me{ﬁahs Fore-—runner, and his
and other teftimonies to Chn{l

§ 17 His’ Pore tunper’s commn-
MAI il 1, 1 willfend my meflenger and he

thall -prepare the'way before me, and the

Lord whom- ye feek fhall iuddenly come to his
temple., -

If: xls 3, 5. The voice of him that crieth in the
wildernefs, - Prepare ye the way of the Lord,’—and
the glory of the Lord fhall be revealed.

Luke i. 17.- He fhall go before him in the fpiric
dnd power of Elijah, to turn the hearts of the fathers
to the children, and the difobedient ro the wifdom of
the juft, to make ready a people PI’CPE‘I‘C’d for the
Lord. 76.

—Mal. iv. 5: 1 will fend you Elijah the pmphet be-
fore the coming of the great and dreadful day of the
lLord.

N.B. The Septuagint and Syriak verfion here
fiy Eijah the Tifbite.

Mar. i. 2, 3, 4. As it 15 written in the Prophets;
¢ Behold, 1 fend my meffenger before thy fdce,
¢ which fhall prepare thy way before thee.  The
¢ voice of one crying in the wilder nefs, ¢ Prepare ye
t the way of the Lord, make his paths ftraight,”

C 1 jolm
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John did baptize in the wildernefs. Mat. iu. 1, 3.
Luke iii. 4. John 1, 23, .

John 1. 28. I faid, I am not the Chnift, but that
I am fent before him. 1. 8.

Acts xui. 23, 24. God, according to his promife,
raifed unto Ifrael a Saviour Jefus; when John had
firft preached before his coming the baptifm of re-
pentance. X, 37.

Mat. xvil. 11, 12. Eljah truly fhall firft come
and reftore all things. But I fay unto you, that
Elijah is come already,

Ifaiah and Malachi foretold that a meflenger fhould
come firft to prepare the way for the Meffiah, and
make the people fit to receive him, and to raife in
them an expe®ation of him; and this was repeated
to John’s father juft before his birth, and by him
juft afterward, that John fkould be the immediate
Sorerunner of the Mefliah, to prepare the people for
him by turning their bearts and mending their hives,

1K. xviii.39. as Elijah had turned thofe in his time from Baal.
 And the apoftles take notice that this was fulfilled 1n

John, who came and did as the prophets foretold ;

and that Jefus came when John had prepared the

way.

%/Ialachi, chap. iv. mentions that Elijab fhould
come; but that chapter relates to the greas and
dreadful day of the Lord, when the wicked fhould
be burned up and the righteous healed, that great
day of feparation of the righteous fromthe wicked :
John therefore faid be was not Elijaby and Jefus,
{fpeaking of John as already come as his forerunner,
8  feems to hint at a future coming of Elijah fo reffore
all things ; there feems therefore to be two comings

of Chrift’s forerunner as well as of himfelf ; John

in the [pirit and power of Elijab, to prepare the fews

for his firft coming to eftablifh the Gofpel; and
probably Elijah himfelf, to turn the hearts of men

more univerfally, before his fecond coming to judge-

ment ;

Joh. 1, 21.
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ments left he come and fmite (not the Jews only,
but) the Earth with a curle.

§. 18. That John was this Forerunner.,

foha i. 6, 7. There was a man fent from God
whofe name was John; the fame came for a witnefs
to bear witnefs of the light, that all men through him
might believe. 8. 31.

at. iit. 3. This is he that was {poken of by the
prophet Ifaiah.

Luke vii.27,28. This is he of whom it 6 written,
¢ Behold I fend my meffenger before thy face, which
¢ fhall prepare thy way before thee.” For I fay unto
you among thofe that are born of women there is

not a greater prophet than John the baptift, Mat. xi.
30,

Mat, xvii, 10—13. Why fay the Scribes that
Elijah mutt firft come ?—Elijah truly thall firft come
and reftore all things: but I fay nnto you that
Elijah 1s come already.—The difciples underftood
that he fpake unto them of John the Baptift, Mar.
ixe 12. Mat. XL I4.

John was the man who was fent before, to prepare
the way for, and bear witnefs to Chrift ; and is there-
fore faid to have a greater office than any former
prophet, who only foretold him at a diftance. And
Jefuss, befide pointing at the yet future coming of 17
Elijah, teftifies that John the baptift was that Elijah
whom the Scribes juftly expected to prepare the way
before the Mefliah appeared. | |

6, 19. Who John was not, and who he was.

Luke iii. 15. All men mufed in their hearts of
John, whether he were the Chrift or not.

John i. 8, 20—~23. He was not that light, but
was fent to bear witnefs of that light.—John con-
fefled, <I am not the Chrift; Art thou Elijah?’
he faith, ¢ I am not; ért thou that prophet?* and

M3
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he anfwered ¢ No — Who art thou?awI am. the

‘voice of one crying in the wﬂdcrnefs, ¢ Make

¢ ftraighe the way of the Lord,” as ffud the proPhet
¢ Tfaiah. -

Ats xiit. 25, John ﬁud ¢ Whom thmk ye that 1
¢ am? I am not he.’

]ohn i, 28. Ye yourfelves bear mé witnefs’ that 1
{faid ¢ Iam not-the Chrift, but that lam fent_: b,efo;;c,_
¢ him.’ -

John coming as a prophet about the tire the
Meflish was C\p""qt.d fome, fancied him to be he;
others thourht him to be EIU th whom they ehpe&ed
to-prepare the way for the Meffiah; “others that.he
was one-of the old prophets rilen anam . others allo
that he was the great prophet like Mof'es, whom they
c,ch&ed but were not awaré that it meant tl*(,,
Mefliah himtelf,  But John declared himlelf, to, be
none of thefe, but to be that yu‘un, who. as the
prophets foretold fhould prepare.the ‘way for the
Mefliah’s coming, and as the Angel dnd Zachariah
mentioned, fhould come in the ipmt and power of

Elijah. .

§. 20, John's tetimony, of Tefus’s fuperiorisy,

Mar. i. y, 8. John preached, faying, ¢ There
¢ cometh one mightier than I afier me, the latchet
¢ of whofe fhoes T am not worthy to ftoep down and
¢ unloofe. Tindeed have baptized you with water
¢ but be fhall baptize you with the Holy: Ghoft.
Mat. iit. 11. Luke i, 16, A&, xiil, 25,

Jotin 1. 26, 27. There {tandeth one among you
whom ye know not; he it is" who commn' afrer
me 15 preferred before me. 1 5. for he was befa_r;: me.
20.

Mat, iil. 14. Jefus cométh—to John to be bap-
tized of him ; but John forbad him, faying, ¢ I have

F need to be baptized of thee, and comeft .thou tq

me?l ’
" John
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John it 30,31, He muﬁmcreafe, but I muf¥de-
creafe ; He that cometh from above s above all, he
that is of thc earth is earthly.

" Ads 1. 5. John truly baptized with water, but ve
fhall be bapnzed with the Holy Ghoft not many da5s
hence. x1. 10,

John bare witnefs that a much greater than he was
coming after him, whom he was not worthy to ferve,
and who, though appmrmg after him, was really be-
fore him both in time and dignity, and by whole
baptifm the gift of the Holy Ghoft would be con-
veyed 3 bemfr not as himfelf of the earth, but God’s
mcﬁ"cncer from heaven, whofe glory would accord-
ingly increafe.  Him Iohn declined baptizing' as
more fit to baptize him ; yet on Jefus’s infifting on
it he did it.  Jefus alf 0_]1\.11jr before his afcenfion tef-

tified, tharhe would, as John had foretold, thortly glv
the Holy Ghoft to his d1fc1plns

§. 2t. —That Fefus was ihe Meffiab.

Johni. 32, 34. T knew him not; but he that fent
me to bapuze-—-rfald ‘ Upon whom thou fhalt fee
¢ the Spirit defcending and remaining on him, the
¢ fame 1s he which baptizeth with the Holy Ghott.
And I faw, and bare record thar this is the Scn of
God. 31. ‘

Luke iii. 21, 22. Jefus being baptized and pray-

ing, the heaven was opened, and the Holy Ghoft de-
fcended in a bodily fhape like a dove upon hlm
Mat. i, 16, Mar. 1. 10.

John i. 2. John bare recerd’ faying, €I faw the
¢ Spirit defccndmg from heaven like a dove, and 1t
¢ abode upon him.’

29, 30- John feeth Jefus coming to him antl
falth Behold the lamb of God which taketh away

¢ the fin of the world; this is he of whom I ﬁnd
¢ After me cometh a man which is preferred before
¢ me, for he was before me 15, 36,

C 4 Acdts

14
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A&s xi1x. 4. John baptized—faying—that ¢ they
¢ fhould believe on hin which fhould come after
¢ him,” that is, on Chrift Jefus.

John bare wirnefs to a perfon who fhould come after
bim. He did not at firlt know who that perfon was;
but God gave him a fign to know him by, and John
faw it folfilled 1n the Spirit defeending vifibly and re-
maining on Jefus at his baptifm : after which he
openly teftified that Fefus was the Chriff, whom he
had {poken of, prepared the way for ; and who fo far
excelled him. And to this teftimony of John both
Jefus and his apoitles refer the Jews.

§ 22. The coming of the Holy Ghoft upon him.

If. xi, 2. The Spirit of the Lord fhall reft upon
him.

xlit. 1. Behold my fervant whom I uphold, mine
ele&t in whom my foul delighteth, I have put my
Spirit upon him. Mat. x1. 18.

Ix1. 1.- The Spirit of the Lord God is upon me,
becaufe the Lord hath anointed me to preach good
ridings unto the meek. Luke 1v, 18.

—Mat. iil. 16, When Jefus was baptized—the
heavens were opened unto him, and he faw the Spirit
of God defcending like 3 dove, and Jighting upon
him. Mar.J. 10. Luke iii. 22, John 1. 32, 33.

. John iii. 34. God giveth not the Spirig by mea-
fure unto him.

Aéts x 38. God anointed Jefus of Nazareth with
the Holy Gholt and with power.

Ifaiah foretells that the Spirit of God fhould te

iven to the Mefliah ; the fpirit of wifdom, power,
Enowledge, fear of God, preaching, dojng good,
and ruling his church. The defegnt of the Spirit upon
him was the fign by which John was to know him,
which accordingly came to pafs at his baptifm, and
John teftified that he faw it.  Jefus quoted Ifaiah’s
propheey as then fulflled in bir 5 and Peter fhews to

; L Cornelius,
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Cotnelius, that Jefus was thereby declared to be Lord
of all.

§ 23, Voices from heaven.

If. xlii, 1. Mine elet in whom my foul delighteth,

Mar. 1. 11. (At bis baptifn) There came a voice
from heaven, faying, ¢ Thou art my beloved Son in
¢ whom I am well pleafed.’ Luke 1. 23, Mat. i,
17. Xi1. 18,

Mat. xvii. 5. (At bis iransfiguration) A bright
cloud overfhadowed them, and behold a voice out
of the cloud which faid, ¢ This is my beloved Son
“ in whom I am well plealed, hear ye him.” Mar.
1x, 7. Luke 1x, 35.

2 Pet. i. 16—18, We were eye-witneffes of his
majelty; for he received from God the Father
honour and glory, when there came {uch a voice to
him from the excellent glory, ¢ This 1s my beloved
¢ Son in whom I am well pleafed:” And this voice
which came from heaven we heard when we were
with him in the holy mount, |

John xii. 20—~30. (When Greeks came to him)
Certain Greeks—came—faying, ¢ Sir, we would fee
¢ Jefus,’——Jefus anfwered—* the hour 1s come that
¢ the Son of man fhould be glorified. —Father
¢ glorify thy name,’ then came there a voice from
¢ heaven, faying, ¢ I have both glorified 1t and will
¢ glorify it again.’ The people therefore that ftood
by and heard it faid, that, © it thundered;’ others
faid, ¢ an angel fpake to him;’ Jefus anfwered and
faid, ¢ This voice came nat becanfe of me, but for
¢ your fakes.’

The chara@er Ifaiah gives of the Meffiah is, #be
¢hofen fervant of God in whom be delights ; which is
the fame that God teftified of Jefus at hjs baptifm
by a voice from heaven; this was again repeated
when the apoftles were witnefles of his majefty in the
mount, and a command was added tQ &earken to bim

a8
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as they weré.ordered to do to the. prophet like Mofes
when he thould come ; a third voice alfo teftified to
his thewing forth the glory of God, when he began
to converle with Gentils, to whom his. Golpel was .
afterwaid to be more. tully preaqhed

§ 24 The Spmt s teﬁlmony In old time.

' IPet k. 10; 11 Of which falvation the prophets hive
enquired and fearched diligently, who prophefied of
the grace that (hould come unto you; fearching
what or what manner of time the Spmt of Chrift
which Was in them did fignify, when it reftified bc-
forehand the fufferings of Chrift.

Jahni. 45. We have found him-of whom Mof'f:s

:::::

1 thelaw and che prophets did write, Jefus of Naza-
reth the fon of Joleph. -
- v.46. If ye had believed Mofes, ye would have
believed me, for he wrote of me.

- Luke xxiv. 44. All things miuft be fulfilled which
were written in the Iaw of Motbs, ana in the Pro-
phets, and in the Plalms concerning me. Al i
18. xxv1. 22,

27. Jefus beginning at Mofes and all the pro-
phets, expounded unto them in all the feriptures the
things concerning himielf. 46. Alt. x. 43.

Als xvil. 11,12. They fearched the Scriptures daily
whether thofe things were fo; therefore many of
them believed.

The Prophets, by the infpiration of the Holy
Ghott, foretold Chritt many ages before, and the fe-
vetal circumitances about him.‘ Mofes, the Plalms,
and the later Prophets, are full of proplecies about
him. Philip affures Nathaniel that Jefus was the
Chnft, becaufe he fulfilled what the Prophets had faid
¢oncerning him.  Jelus referred his hearers to Mofes
for a proot that he was the Meffiah, and aftet his re-
{urrettion explamed to his apoftles the many prophe-
' les’ fulfilled in Him, particularly thofe about his

fufferings,
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fufferings, which the Jews had not underftood before,
To the fame the Apoftles refer their readers for a
proof of what they taught; and the Bereans were

converted by comparing the prophecies with their
accomplithment in Chnl’t

8. 2g, —Under the Gofpel,

i Johnxv.26, 27. When the Comforter is come—he
thall tettify of me, and ye alfo: fhall bear witnefs,
Aft. v, 2. Ijohnv T

X1V, 26 He fhall teach you all thmgs, and brmg
all things to your remembrance. 1 John ii. 20.

+ XV 8, 9. He will reprove the world—of ﬁn, be-
caule they believe not on me.

Mat. x. 20. It is not ye that {peak, but the Spirit
of your Father which ipeaketh 1 you., Mar. xiii-11.

——Heb. i1. 4. God bearing them witnefs=-with
divers miracles, -and gifts of the Holy Ghoft. -

1 Cor. xii. 8—16. To one is given by the Spirit
the word of wifdom,—knowledge,—faith,—hezling,

-—mxracles,-——-pmphecy,——dxfcernmﬂ' of fpmts,
tongues. -

Ads vi. 10. They were not able to refift-the wif
dom and the Spirit by-which he fpake. Luke X1, T 5:
X1, 12.

Jelus promlfed to give'the Ho]y Gho{’c to hlS dlf-
ciples, to enable them to bearthe fuller teftimony to
him ; which he did by reminding them of what'Jefis
had taught, and guiding theth into all® truch, - by
. knowledge, faith, and miracles, which are his mft
~by.a wildom in time of perfecution none could Wlth-
ftand, and by a courage none could overcome. Thus
were: the Spirit” and ‘the Apoftles joint witneffés to

Jefus, and jultly condemned the world which would
pot believe in fo full a teftimony.

++++++++
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CHAP. IV.

That there fhould be 2 new Covenant.

§. 26. That a new covenant fhould be made,

ER. xxxi. 31—34. Behold the days come, faith
J the Lord, that I will make a new covenant with the
oufe of Ifrael,~—not according to the covenant that
I made with their fathers :~~T'his fhall be the cove-
nant that I will make,~—I will put my law in their
mward parts, and write it in their hearts ;:—They
fhall all know me from the leaft of them unto the
greateft of them, If. lix.'21. Ez. xxxvi. 27.

Ez. xxxvii. 26. I will make a covenant of peace
with them, it fhall be an everlalting covenant,

If. Iv. 3. I will make an everlatting covenant with
you, even the fure mercies of David, Ixi, 8. Jer.
XXX, 40. Ez. xxxiv. 25,

Dan, vii. 13, 14. One like the Son of man came
—to the ancient of days,—and there was given him
dominion and glory and a kingdom. If. xhi. 6.
I 1gv. 15. The Lord God fhall flay thee, and
call his fervants by anogther name. lxii. 2.
~——Heb. vjii. 7, 8, 13. If that firlt coyepant had
been faultlefs, then thould no piace have been fought
for the fecond ; for finding fault with them he faich,
¢ Behold the days come, faith the Lord, when I
¢ will make a new covenant with the houfe of Ifrael,
—In that he faith ¢ #ew covenant he hath made the
firft old. x. g. Rom. viii. 2.

vil. 18, 19. There is 3 difannulling 'of the com-
mandment goipg before for the weaknefs and un-
profitablenefs thereof; for the Law made nathing
perfect, but the bringing in of a better hope did.

vili. 6. Now hath he obtained a more excellent
muiltry, by how much allo he is the mediator of a

- better
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better covenant, which was eftablifhed upon better
promifes. vii, 22. iX. 15. Xil. 24. 2 Cor. lii. 6
Luke xxti. 20. This cup 15 the new covenant in

my blood. Mat, xxvi, 28, Mar. xiv, 24. 1 Cor, xio
o -

JThe Jews had been often grofsly ignorant of the
Law of Mofes, and had perverfely broken it; bur
God tells them he would in future times make anece 47
covenant with them, different from that, when the

will of God fhould be better known, and be obeyed
from the heart, not in form only ;- and fhould not be Job. iv. 23-
a burthenfome law like that of Mofes, but 2 cove-
nant of peace; not temporary as his, but etersal in

the Meffiah, being a reftoration of the kingdom
promifed to the feed of David, whofe kingdom was

to be univerfal, and never to be deftroyed. In his
time the Jews would be caft off, and God’s people

called Zy another name, the Chriftian church being 7%
eftablifhed inltead of the Jewith.

The prophecy of Jeremiah is quoted as fulfilled,
when the 1mperfe& law of Mofes gave way to the

more perfect law of Chrift, of which he is the Me-
diator and head. This new and everlafting covenant
is better, and founded on better promifes than the

former; the preachers of it had therefore a more ex- Mg, xi. 11.
cellent office. The commencement of this new co-

venant 1s at the dearh of Chrift; for before thatiii. 2.
John and Jefus both fay, ¢ The kingdom of heaveniv. 17,

¢ is at hand;’ but after that he fays, all power is gives xxviil. 18
to me in heaven and on earch.

$. 27. Salvation through Chrigt,

Zech. xiil. 1. In that day there fhall be a fountain

opened to the houfe of David and to the inhabitants
of Jerufalem for {in and for uncleannefs.

Mal. iv. 2. Unto you that fear my name fhall the
Sun of righteoulnefs arife wich healing in his wings.

1f.
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If. lix; 20. The Redeemer fhall comé to Ziofi;
and unto them that turn from tranfgreffion 1n Jacob
Rom. xi. 26. .

- Jiil, 11, By his knowledge fhall my righteous fer-
vant juftify many.

- #Pf, cxviili-22, The ftone which the builders res
fufed 1s become the head-flone of the corner. If,
Xxvill. 16, Mar, x11 10,

If; viit. 14. He fhall be for 4 San&uary, but for
a {tone of ftumbling and fer a rock of Offence to
both the houfes of Ifrael: 1 Pet. ii. 4, 6, 8. Rom:
1X. 334
——A&siv. 11, 12. Thisis the ftone which was fet
at nought of you builders, which is become the head
of the corner; neither is there falvation in any others
Eph. 11. zo.

Luke xxiv. 47. That repentance and remiffion of

fins fhould be preached in his name. A&s x. 43:
1 John i1i. 12,

Aés xu1. 28, 39. Through this man 1s preached
unto you the forgivenefs of fins; and by him all that
believe are juftified. 1 Joh. iv. 14 Joh. xivi 6. Rom:
X. . +
jgohn 1, 16. God fo loved the world that lie gave
his only begotten Son, that whofoever believeth
him fhould not perifh, but have everlafting Life:
- 1 Thefll v. 9. Joh. xvii, 3. 1. 12. -

Rom. v. 1. Wehave peace with God through our
Lord Jefus Chnft. 21. 1 Joh. v. 11. Joh: x. 95

It appears from the prophets that one fhould-corhé

by whom there fhould be forgivenefs, and who fhould
heal, redeem, turn from fin, and better inltruét the

fervants of God. That this is fpoken of the Meffiab

appears in that he is particularly the deliverer of the
houfe of David, the foundation on which the Church
of God fhould be bult, the Storie both of defence

and offence, for he thould berejeéted of the unbeliev-
ing Jews, but be the fafeguard of thofc who believe in

hims
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him. And thele prophecies are quoted in the New
Teftament as fulfilled in Chnift, and'the Jews fhewn

that their unbelief in the Meffiah was exprefsly fore-

told, yet that he they fo rclc&cd was certainly thc -

Savrour

It is repeatedly .1n the New Teftament -that
through Chrift forglvenefs of. fins:15 granted on re-

pentance ; this was the meffage theapoftles preached
to the world, that by belief:in him we muft be
faved; the end for-which God fent him into the

world was that men might recéive eternal hife by
him ; and thereis no other by whom men can be re-
conciled to God but hira only..

§. 28. The ncceﬁiry of “believing in him.

Numb. xv. 20, 31. The foul that doth aught pre-
fumptuouﬂy——reproacheth the Lord; and that foul

fhﬂll be cut oft ffom ﬂmOnD' hlS pEOPIﬁ', beCQUfL ..

he hath delplfed the word of the Lord,

Pf. ii. 12, Kifs the Son left he be angry, a and i I

perith from the right way.

Deut. xviil."15, 19. The Ldrd thy God will faife -

‘up unto thee a prophet, from the midtt of thee, gf
thy brethren, “like urto ‘me;. anto Him- ‘fhall yc
hearken. — W hofoever ‘wilt not hearken "unto my
words which he fhall fpeak In my name,l mll ré-
quire it of him. As iil. 23,

——JFdeb. x. 26, If we fin wllfull}r after 'that w‘v‘c
have received the knowledge of the truth, theré 1 re-
'mameth No more facnﬁce for fins. Vi, 4. 2 Pt't i1, 21 .
Joh. i1 19.

i, 3. How fhall we efcape if we neled fo crreat
falvation, which at the firlt beoan to be fpoken b}r the
Lord, and was confirmed unto us by them thar heard

him. x. 29. x11. 25.
~ John iit. 18. He that believeth on him is not con-
demned, but he that behieverh not 1s condemned al-

© reddy,
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teidy, becatfe he hath not believed in the namte of
the only begotten Son of God. A&. 1v: 12.

Mat, xxi. 44. Whofoever {ball fall on thts flone
fhall be broken, but on whomfoever it fhall fall it
will grind him to powder.

2 Thefl. i, %, 8. The Lord Jefus fhall be revealed
from heaven with his mighty angels, in flaming fire
taking vengeance on them that know not God, and

that obey not the Gofpel of our Lord Jefus Chrift.

sz. ivl 1 7-
2 Pet. i1, 21,

A, xvii, 30.

Joh. vii. 17.

2 Pet. 1. 10,

Whatever God commands muft be believed and
obeyed, and whoever does not will {urely be punifhed.
The Prophets fay God would fend an eminent pro-
phet, that is his Son, into the world, and happy will
he be who believes and obeys him, but great wiil
be the danger of rejeéting him, for God will eer«
tainly punifh thofe who rejeét his meflenger. |

He who knows or has an opportunity of knowing
the truth and neglets it, fins, and 1t 1s worfe with
him than with thofe to whom 1t is not revealed ; God
bare with the times of ignorance, but now he
has revealed his will he expeéts it to be obeyed;
there is fufficient evidence to convince thofe who are
willing to live accordingly, and as the Jews will
ftand in Judgment before him whom they pierced,
fo will thofe who refufe Chriftianity before him whom
they have rejected.

God has revealed his will to men, and thofe who
neglet it muft expet no other call, and if thofe
who broke the law of Mofes were punithed, much
more thofe who reje&t the Son of God from heaven,
He is fent for the Salvation of thofe who believe,
but thofe who do not will be juftly condemned 5 and
as a f{tone will cruth him on whom it falls, fo will
Chrift appear the fecond time to judgement againft
thofe who will not obey his Gofpel, which was at
the time confirmed by the ftrongeft evidence, and

ever fince by the growing proof of the continual
completion of 1ts prophecies.

CHAP.
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CHAP V.

Opinions about, and Prejudices againft
him.

§. 29. The general expeltation of the Meffiah.

CCLUS.xlivi21.(God)aflured ( Abrabam) by an
Qath, that he would blefs the nations in his feed.
Mal. iii. 1. The Lord whom ye feek fhall fud-
denly come.
Hag. ii. 7. The defire of all nations fhall come.
Luke ii. 25. Simeon—was juit and devout, wait«
Ing for the confolation of lirael.

28. (Anna) Ipake of him to all them that looked
for redemption 1n Jerufalem.

Mar. xv. 43. Jofeph of Arimathea—waited for
the kingdom of God.

John iv. 25. The woman ("of Samaria ) {aith unto
him, ¢ I know that the Mefliah cometh, which is
¢ called the Chrift)’

Mat. 1. 1, 2, Wile men from the Eaft came to Je-
rufalem, faying, ¢ Where 1s he that 1s born king of
¢ the Jews? .

Virgil. Ecl, iv, 4, The laft age foretold by the
Cumzan Sibyl i1s now come, a new remarkable
courfe of ages begins, Juftice and the golden age of
daturn return,

Sueton. Velp. iv. An ancient and eftablifhed
belief had {pread through the whole Eaft, that 1t
was in the Fates, that at that time fome who came
from Judea fhould pofiefs all things. Tacit. Hift, v.
13. Joleph. War, VL v. 4.

The prophecies of Daniel, Malachi, and others,
had fo fixed the time of the Mefliah’s coming, that
there was a general expettation of it both among
the Jews and Gentiles; for the Greek tranflation ]c:f

D the
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the Bible had fpread the knowledge of the Scrip-
tures among them alfo. The fon of Syrach meo-
tions it in confequence of God’s promife to Abra-
ham ; Malacht and Haggai as the hope both of the
Jews and Gentiles ; Sineon, Anna, and others, were

1n expetation of the accomplifhment; the woman

of Samara teftifies the expectation of the Samari-
tans ; the fame hope brought the wifemen to Jeru-
{alem to inquire about him ; Virgil mentions a pro-
phecy, that one (hould come and reftore the Golden
Age, and that a change of times fhould fucceed ; and
Suetonius that he fhould arile in Judea: they indecd
attribute the prophecy to their own Sibyls or Fates,
and apply 1t to Poliio’s fon or Vefpafian, for the
Heathens, who delpifed the Jews, would not quote
from, or apply it to them; but this tradition pro-
bably arofe from “the prophecies of the Old Tefta-
ment, as quoted by the Jews then difperfed among
other nations; and the Gentiles might alfo read them.
in the Greek Bible. And Virgil’s account the more
appears to be taken from the Septuagint, becaufe he
proceeds to defcribe the age,
Nor do the herds fear the vaft lions

like the elevated and probably figurative defcription
of the Mefliah’s glorious kingdom. The Wolf
{hall dwell with the Lamb, &c. |

§. 30. Jewifh notions about the Meffiah.

John vii. 41, 42. Shall Chrilt come out of Gali-
lee ? Hath not the {cripture faid that Chnift cometh
of the feed of David, and out of the town of 3ethe-
lehem, where David was? Mat, 11, 5.

27. We know this man whence he is, but when
the Meffiah cometh no man knoweth whence he 1s.
Vi. 42. .

tv. 25. I know that the Mefliah cometh who 1s
called Chrift; when he is come, he will tell us all
things. 29, -

vil,
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vii. 31. Many of the people believed on him, and
faid, ¢ When Chrift cometh, will he do more mira-
¢ cles than thefe which this man hath done? Mat.
Xl 22, 27, .

Luke xxiv. 21. We trufted that it had been he
which fhould nave redeemed Ifracl. 1i. 25. 38.
~——]John xii. 34. We have heard out of the Law that
the Meflizh abideth for ever, and how fayeft thou,
¢ The Son of man muft be lifted up.” Mat, xvi.
22.

Luke xix. 11, They thought that the kingdom
of God f{liould immediately appear.

John vi. 15, Jefus percetved that they would
come and take him by force, to make him a king,

Mark. x. 37. Grant unto us that we may fit one
on thy right hand, and the other on thy left hand in
hy G]Ol)

Mat. xxiv. 3. What fhall be the fign of thy com-
ing, and of the end of the world ?

"I he Jews Ju&ly expected a Mefhah, ‘and had
fome true anc: fome miftaken opinions about him :
they knew as the prophets had faid that the Mefliah
was to be born of the feed of David and In the town
of Dethlebem, yet they had fome notion that his
coming would be out of the ordinary way, and that
no sman bnoweth whence be 155 1o the man who had
been-blind was confirmed 1n his belief that Jefus was
the Chrift, when the Pharifees faid of him who had
opened his eyes, that they knew not whence he was. Joh. ix. 0.
Yet, as they knew not that the Meffiah would be
more than a man, they could not aniwer ‘Jelus’s
queftion, how he who was the Son of David could Mat. xxii. 46.
be alfo his Lord.  They thought alfo that the Mef-
fiah would teach them many things they knew not
betore, would work miracles before them, apd be
the comforter and reftorer of Ifrael, but falllly ex-
pefted 1t would be a deliverance and exaltation in
thlS world ; when therefore Jefus reftored the blind

D 2 angd -
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and dumb to fight and {peech, they faid, ¢ Is not
¢ this the Son of David?’ and on his feeding mul-

- titudes with a few loaves were ready to make him a

king by force, according to their miftaken notions
of the Meffiah,

But though the prophets {peak of two comings of
the Mefliah, once to fuffering and again to Glory ;
they overlooked the firft, which did not fuit their
vanity and ambition, and fet their hearts on the
glorious kingdom of the Mefliah; the people and
even the difciples could not underftand what Jefus
meant by {uffering, but expeted the immediate fet-
ting up of Chrift’s kingdom, and that it would con-
tinue for ever; in which his difciples hoped for the
beft places, nor had they laid afide their hopes of it
even after his refurreétion ; and when he talked of
deftroying the fewith ftate, they concluded that the
law which was from God muft laft as long as the
world, and that therefore Jefus’s coming and the
end of the world would be times little, if at all difs
tant, from one another.

6. 31. The Jews unbelief,

If. xxix. 10. The Lord hath poured out upon you
the {pirit of deep flecp, and hath clofed your eyes.
Rom. x1.8.

vi. 9. 10, Hear ye indeed, but underftand not,
and fee ye indeed, but perceive not; make the heart
of this people fat, and make their cars heavy, and

" fhut their eyes, lelt they fee with their eyes, and hear

with their ears, and underltand with their heart,
and convert and be healed. Mat. xi, 14, Aés
xxviil. 26.
Hab. 1. ¢. I will work a work in your days which
ye will not believe though it be told you. Act. xiti
I, .
’ If. liii. 1, Who hath believed our report, and to

‘whom is the arm of the Lord revealed? John xii. 38.
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—-—John i, 11. He came unto his own, and his
own received him not.

Rom. xi. 7. Irael hath not obtained that which
he feeketh for, but the Election hath obtained it, and
the reft were blinded as it 1s written, 8. 1x. 31.

2 Cor. 1ii. 14, 16. Their minds were blinded, for
until this day remaineth the fame vail untaken away
in the reading of the Old Teftament.—Neverthelefs
when it fhall turn to the Lord the vail fhall be taken
away.

Rom. xi. 25,26, Blindnefls in partis happened to
Irael until the fulnefs of the Gentiles be come in,
and fo all Ifrael fhall be faved.

Mat. xvi. 3. Can ye not difcern the figns of the
times? Luke xi1. 56.

God often complained in the wildernefs, that the
Ifracliies were a ftiff-necked people, and would not
hearken to hisword ; and the Prophets mention they
would {till continue fo when the Mefliah came ; that
they would be 1n grofs ignorance and darknefs, as if
alleep, though they fhould hear yet would they not
vanderftand, nor beheve in the Mefliah when he
fhould be revealed, and teach them the will of God.

And this we find to be the cafe ; the nation of the
Jews would not receive Jefus as their Meffiah, though
particular perfons believed 1n him : their prejudices
blinded their minds, and hid from them the mean- -
ing of the prophecies, fo that though Jefus came at
the time and in the manner the prophets rightly in-
terpreted foretold, which are the figns of the times

Tefus {peaks of, yet they did not hearken to nor
under{tand them ; however after the refl of the nations

are come 1n, the Jews alfo will be converted. 104.108
§. 32. —DBecaufe Fefus wasnot fuch a Meffiab as they
expelled. .

Luke xxiv. 21. We trufted that it had been he
which fhould have redeemed Ifrael, i, 25. 38.

D3 Xxiii,
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xxill. §1. Joleph—waited for the kingdom of
God. Joh. v1 15.

xix. t1. They thought that the kingdom of God
fbould immediately appear. Alls 1. 6.

John xii. 34. We have heard out of the Law that
the Mefliah continueth for every and how fayeft thou
¢ The Son of man muft be lifted up?’

Mat. xvi, 21, 22, Jefus began to fhew—that he
mult fuffer ;—DPeter—{aid, ¢ Be it far from thee
¢ Lord, this fhall not be unto thee.

- ~——Rom. 1x. 32, They fought it not by faith, but

as it were by the works of the Law, for they ftumbled
at that {tumbling-ftone, 1f. v 14.

Luke xx. 16, 17. He will—deftroy thefe huf-
bandmen, and give the vineyard to Othe"s , and
when they heard it they faid, ¢ God forbid.” And
he—faid, ¢ What is this then that 1s written, ¢ The
¢ ftone which the builders rejected, the fame 1s be-
‘¢ come the head of the carner,” Pl cxvii. 22,
Aé. v, 11,

1 Pet. ii. 4. A living flone difallowed indeed of
men, but cholen of God.

1 Cor. 1. 23. We preach Chrift crucified, unto
the Jews a ftumbling block.

The Mefliah was to come for the comfort and
redemption of Ifrael, and grear thingsare faid inthe
prophets of his glorious kingdom; but the Jews
mifunderftood their meaning. 1 hey knew their law
was from God, and therefore expetted it would
continue for ever, They looked for deliverance
from their enemies, exaltation in this world, and an
earthly kingdom of their Mefliah; when therefore
Jelus came, ‘whofe kingdom was not of this world,
who was afflited and crucified, and told them, that
the kingdom of God fhould be taken from thcm
and given to others whom they defpifed, as not 1in
covenant with God, this thc}r could not bear to

_think of, this thercfore was their ftumbling block,

and
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and for this they rejected Jefus; not confidering

that the Law was only fora time, to bring them to Gal. iii. 24,
Chnit, and was to be laid afide when that which

was more perfect was come; this the Prophets fore-

told, and we find it fully accomplifhed.

§. 33. His being defpifed and rejected.

If. i, 3. He i1s defpifed and rejected of men.
xlix. 7.

Pf xxii, 6. A reproach of men and defpifed of
the people.

i. 2. The kings of the earth ftand up, and the
rulers take counfel together, againft the Lord and
againft his Mefiiah.

Luke ii. 34. This child is fet——for a fign which
fhall be {poken againft. Act. xxviil, 2.

XiX. 14. His citizens hated him,—faying, ¢ We
¢ will not have this man to reign over us.’

Alts v, 27. Again{t thy holy child Jefus, whom
thou halt anointed, both Herod, and Pontius Pilate,
with the Gentiles, and the people of Ifrael, were
cathered together,

1 Cor, 1. 22, 23. The Jews require a fign, and
the Greeks feek after wildom ; but we preach Chrilt
crucified, unto the Jews a {tumbling block, and
unto the Gireeks foolithnefs, !

The Mefliah, though expefted by many, yet 2¢g
coming not to exalt but to mend his followers, too
many who liked their own ways beft rejeéted and
perfecuted him : this 1s mentioned before-hand by
the prophets, and the apoftles fhew that it was fo;
the worldly wile, both among the Jews and Gentiles,
found neither the figns of worldly profperity, nor
the wildom of this world which they expeéted.

v -
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CHAP. VL

The LMeﬁiah’s Offices.

§. 34, Prophet.

EUT. xvii. 18, I will raife them up a pro-

phet from among their brethren like unto
thee, and will put my words in-his mouth. 13. Act.
uL. 22, Vil. 37.

If. Ix1. 1. The Lord hath anointed me to preach
good tidings unto the meck. Luk. iv. 18, 21.
——John 1v. 19. The woman faith unto him, ¢ Sir,
¢ I percetve that thou art a propiiet.” ix. 17. Mat,
XXl 46.

Luke vii. 16. A great prophet is rifen up among
us, Mar. vi. 15.

Johnvi. 14, This is of a truth, that prophet
which fbould come 1n-o the world, vii. 40.

Luke xx1v. i9. Jefus of Nazareth which was 3
prophet, mighty in deed and word, before God and
all the people, Mat. xxi. 11.

Mofes foretold the Mefliah as a prophet whom
God would raife up; who would fpeak the words of
God, and do a prophet’s office of preaching to,
and inftruting the people. And when Jelus came
teaching excellent coctrine, and working great mi-
racles, the people juftly concluded he muft be a
prophet; Eljah, whom they expetted betore the
Meffiah ; the prophet like Mofes, for they did not
know that was fpoken of the \lefliah; or the Mef-
hiah himfelf: and the Apoftles, who were better in-
ftrulted, refer to the prophecies as fulfilled in Chrift;
and that he was indeed that great prophet, the Mef-
fiab, who fhould come into the world.

$: 35
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§. 35.—Teacher.

If. Ixi. 1. The Lord hath anointed me to preach
good tidings unto the meek. Luk. v, 18,
liv. 13. All thy children fhall be taught of the

Lord. Joh. vi. 45.
Mar. 1. 14. Jefus came—preaching the Gofpel
of the kingdom of God. Luk. vit. 1.

vi. 6. He went round about the villages teaching,
Mat, x1. 1.

Mat. ix. 35. Jefus went about all the cities and
villages, teaching in-their fynagogues, and preach-
ing the Gofpel of the kingdom. 1v. 23. Luk, iv. 15.
44-

Mar. 1. 38. Let us go into the next towns, that I
may preach there allo, for therefore came I forth.
39: .
Mat. xi. 5. The poor have the gofpel preached
to them.

The bufinefs of a prophetis to teach and inftrud,
and to reprove the people when they offend : fo the
Mefliah was to come to preach the glad tidings of
the Gofpel, and by this means the people would be
all taught of the Lord.

Thus Jefus began his miniftry with preaching
of the approaching kingdom of God, and went
about from place to place teaching and preparing
men for it 3 he would not continue too I-ng 1in one
place, but fpread his dottrine into all parts. And
one inftance of his going about doing goed, which
Jefus reckoned up as proofs that he was the Meffiah,
was that ¢ T'he poor have the Golpel preached to
¢ them,’ o

§. 36. Prieft.

Pf. cx. 4. Thou art a Prieft for ever after the order

of Melchizedeck., Heb. v. 6. vii. 21.
Zech.
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Zech. vi. 13. He fhall be a prieft upon his throne.
——Heb. 1v. 14. We have a great High prieft that
is pafied into the heavens, Jefus the Son of God.
viil. 1.

ni. 1. Confider the Apoltle and Hich-prieft of
our profeflion, Chnft Jefus, x. 21,

1. 17, That he might be a merciful and faithful
High prieft in things pertaining to God, to make re-
conctliation for the fins of the people.

vil. 24, This man becaufe he continueth for ever
hath an unchangeable priefthood.

The Mefliah was to be a Prieft, whofe office 1s in
things pertaining to God, to offer gifts and {acrifices,
to reconcile men to God, and to pray for the people.
The Mefliah could not be a Prieft by the Law of
Mofes, for he was not of the feed of Aaron, but he
was of a different order and law; a Prieft of the
moft high God, and a Prieft on his throne as Mel-
chizedeck was. And this Priefthood the apoftle op-
pofes to the law and Priefthood of Mofes, as being
the more perfeét law of Chriftianity, and Chrift the
more eminent High-prieflt of 1t; being indeed The
High-prieft, as in Chnllianity there is no other.
And he is an High-prieft of good things yet to come,
which he revealed, righteous and true, not on earth
but in heaven; where he 1s not changed as the fewifh
High-priefts were, but continues for ever,

§. 37.—His praying and making reconciliation for the
’ people. |

If, I, 12. He made interceflion for the tranf-
ereffors. 11. |

Dan. ix. 24. To make reconciliation for iniquity. -
If, Ixu. 12,
——Feb. it. 17. A High-prieft—to make reconci-
liation for the fins of the people. Col. 1, 20, 2 Cor.

v, 18.

John
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John xvit. g. I pray for them, I pray not for the
world, but for them which thou haft given me.

20, Neither pray | for thefe alone, but for them
alfo which fhall believe on me through their word.

Jelus, as a Preft, prayed for his people, and
made reconciliation for paft iniquity, for them who
did or fhould believe on him; and reconciled to
God thofe who had been encmies to, and offenders
againit him.

S 38.——G§aviour.

If. lix. 2c. The Redeemer thall come to Zion, and
to them thatturn from tranfgreffion in Jacob.

Ixn. 11, Say yeto the daughter of Zion, ¢ Behold
¢ thy Salvation cometh.’ |
—1 John v, 14. The Father ient the Son to be the
Saviour of the world.

L.uke i1, 11. Untoyou is born—A Saviour which
15 Chrift the Lord. Mat.1. 21. A&s xiil 22.

John 1v. 42. We have heard bim ourfelves, and
know that this 1s indegd the Chnft the Saviour of the
world. _

Alls v. 31. Him hath God exalted with his nght
hand to be a prince and a Saviour, for to give re-
pentance to lfrael and forgivenefs of fins. Heb. 11, 10.

2 Pet. 11, 20. Have elcaped the pollutions of the
world through the knowledge of the Lord and Sa-
viour Jefus Chnft. 1. 18.

Tir. ni. 6. The Holy Ghoft which he fhed on us

avundantly through Jefus Chrnft our Saviour, 2 Pet.

I, 1.

Phil. 111, 20. Heaven, from whence alfo we look

for the Saviour the Lord Jefus Chrift. Tit. ii. 13
As a prieft recouciling man to God, turping him
trom tranfgreflion, and faving him from fin, he is
called The Saviour 3 and he was {o not of one nation
only, but of ail in every nation who believe 1n and
‘ come
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come to God by him. For this God fent him into
the world, fuch the angel proclaimed him at his
birth, fuch his words and works convinced his
hearers that he was, as fuch he fent his apoftles
abroad to preach, as fuch he was exalted to heaven,
from whence he fent down the Holy Ghoft on his
difciples; by the knowledge and belief in him as
fuch, men are delivered from and led to thun the
pollutions of the world, and as fuch we look for
him again from heaven, to fave and reward all thofe

who faithfully ferve him.

§ 39 o Mediator.

Pf. cx. 1. The Lord faid unto my Lord, fit thou
at my right hand,

Dan. ix. 17. 19. O our God—caufe thy face to
fhine upon thy fanctuary that is defolate for the
Lord’s fake,—Defer not for thine own fake, O my
God.

Eccluf. 1i. 10. I called upon the Lord the father
of my Lord. Prov. xxx. 4.

If. viil. 14. He fhall be for a Sanétuary, lix, 20.
——John xiv, 6. Jefus faith unto him, ¢I am the
¢ way and the trath and the life; no man cometh
¢ unto the Father but by me.” 1. 17. 1 Pet. 11, 5.

1 Tim. 1. 5. There 1s one God, and one mediator
between God and men, the man Chnift Jefus,

Heb. xil. 24. Jefus the Mediator of the new covea
nant. Vi 22. viill. 6. 1X. 15.

John xvi. 23, 24. Whatfoever ye fhall afk the
Father in my name, he will give 1t you; hitherto
have ye afked nothing in my name. xiv. 14. Xv.
16.

That the Son of God s mediator between God and
man 1s properly a Chriftian doCtrine, as Chrift fays,
¢ Hitherto have ye afked nothing in my name;’ yet
there {eems to have been fome imperfeét knowledge
of it before: not only David and Daniel who were

prophets,
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prophets fpeak of it, but the fon of Syrach who awas
#ot does {0 100 ; and he is {poken of as the redeemer
and refuge of the people.

But the New Teftament fpeaks frequently of zhis
great Mediator, as the way by which men come to
God, as the only true Mediator, through whom we
become acceptable to God, and are faved ; who has
made a new and better covenant with man than any
before, and in whofe name we are taught to put up
our prayers to God, with a promife of being heard.

§ 40——1TInterceffor.

If. litt, 12, He made interceffion for the tranf-
greflors.

Heb. ix. 24. Chrift is entered-—into heaven itfelf,
now to appear in the prefence of God for us,

1 Johnii, 1. If any man fin we have an Advo-
cate with the Father, Jefus Chrilt the righteous.

Rom, viil. 34. Chrilt,—who 1s even at the right
hand of God, who alfo maketh interceffion for us.

Heb. vii. 25. He 1s able to fave them to the ut-
termoft that come unto God by him, feeing he ever
liveth to make interceffion for them.

This is a continuation of the former, and both are
part of Chrift’s prieftly office. As mediator, he at
firft reconciled us to God; as Interceffor, he fhll

continues to plead for, and obtain pardon and blefs
fings for us.

§. 41. King.

Pf. i1 6. Yet have I fet my King upon my holy
hill of Zion.

cxxxil, 11. The Lord hath fworn ro David—
¢ Of the fruit of thy body will I fet upon thy throne.’
If, 1x. 6. lv. 4. Zech. vi. 12,

Jer. xxiit. 5,6. A King fhall reign and profper.—
This is his name whereby he fhall be called, ¢ The
¢ Lord our righteoufnefs.” If. xxxu, 1.

Ezek.
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Ezek.xxxvii. 24. David my fervant fhall be King
over them. 2. xxxiv. 23, 24. Jer. xxx. g. Hofl. n.

Zech. ix. g. Shout, O daughter of Jerufalem, be-
hold thy King cometh unto thee, Mat. xxi. 5. Joh.
it 15. Luk. xix. 38.

Mat. ii. 5, 6. Thus it is written by the prophet,
—¢ Qut of thee fhall come a Governour that fhall
‘ rule my people Ifracl.” Mich. v, 2.

Luke 1. 32, 33. The Lord God fhall give unto
him the throne of his father David, and he :hali
rcign over the hou‘e of Jacob for ever. 6g, 70.

Joim i, 49. Nuthanael anfwered,—¢ Thou art the
* Son of God, thou art the King of Iiracl)

xvih 33, 36, 37. Pilate—{and,—¢ At thou the
¢ Kingof the Jews r'—]Jefus anfwered, ¢ My king-
dom 15 not of this worid,—now 15 my kingzdom not
frop) hence.”  Pilate—faid—* Arr thou a king
then ?”  Jefus anfwered, ¢ Thou fayeft that I am
a king.”  DMat. xxvil. 11,

A&sv, 31. Him hath God exalted with his right
hand to be a Prince and a Saviour.

The Meffiah is often ealled by the praphets a King,

If. ix, 7. and faid to fit on David’s throre, b.ing that great

Son of David to whom fuch great promiles were

made. In fome places his kingdom 1s called

2, 43 David’s ruling Ilrael, or rather, as the fact really

was, the Son of David,

I'he Gofpels refer to the Prophets as faying that
Jefus (hould be king of the Fews; the angel repeats it
to Mary that God would give him the throne of bis
father David; Nathanael declares his belief in him
by calling him the Lfng of Ifrael, the difciples at his

Joh.xii. 13, entry into Jerufalem celebrated him as fuch; Peter
after his relurretion favs, God kad fo exalted him,

and Jefus himfelf conteffed it before Pilate. The

Jews, fond of pre-eminence, interpreted this of an

earihly

4
4
¢
{
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earthly kingdom; but Jefus himfelf fays, that (af pre-
fent at lealt) his kingdom was not of this world,

S, 42.——The Meffiah, Chrift, or anointed.
Il Ixi. 1. The Spinic of the Lord God is upon

me, becaufe the Lord hath anointed me to preach
pood tidings unto the meek.

Dan. 1x. 24, 25. To anoint the moft holy,—the
Mefhah the Prince.

Pf. cxxxit. 17. 1 have ordained a lamp for mine
anolnted. Ixxxix. 20, 51.

il. 2, The rulers take counfel together againft the
Lord and againft his Mefliah.

——John iv, 25. [ know that the Mefliah cometh
which is called the Chrift. 42.

vl. 69. We believe and are fure that thou art the

Chrift, the Son of the living God. xi. 27. Mat. xvi.
16.

Mat. xxvi. 63, 64. The High-prieft faid, < 1 ad-
¢ qure thee by the living God, that thou tell us whe-
‘ ther thou be the Chnift the Son of God; Jelus
¢ {aith unto him, ¢ Thou haft faid.” Mar. xiv. &1.

AQs 11, 36, Let all the houfe of Ifrael know af-
furedly, that God hath made that fame Jefus whom
ye have crucified both Lord and Chrift, Phil. 1i. 11, 2%

xviii. 28. He mighuly convinced the Jews, and
that publickly, thewing by the Scriptures that Jefus
was the Chrift. 5. 1x. 22, xviL. 3.

Jefus 1s called the Meffiab or Chrif}, that is the
anointed, fometimes with refpect to his Prophet or
Prieft’s office, as If. Ixi, and Joh. 1v. but oftencr as
King, the ruler of all things under God, as Dan. ix.
and At. 1. Under that title he was forerold by
the Prophets, expefted both by Jews and Samari-
tans, declared by the Angel at his birth; the difciples g ve3. ga.
believed in him as fuch, he confefled himfelf fo be-

fore
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| fore the High-prieft, and the Apoftles out of the

Scriptures convinced the Jews that he really was fo.

S, 43.——Shepherd.

If.x1, 11. He fhall feed his flock like a Shepherd,
he fhall gather the lambs with his arm, and carry
them in his bofom, and fhall gently lead thofe that
are with young.

Ezek. xxxiv. 23. I will fet up one Shepherd over
them,—even my fervant David. xxxvii. 24.
~——John x, 14, I am the good Shepherd; and know
my fheep, and am known of mine: 11. 16.

Heb. xui. 20. Our Lord Jefus, that great Shep-
herd of the fheep.

1 Pet.ii. 25. Ye are now returned unto the Shep-
herd and Bifhop of your fouls.

v. I, 2. 4. The elders—I exhort—feed the flock

of God,—and when the chief Shepherd fhall appeat
ye fhall receive a crown.

As King, he is alfo called Shepherd, to exprefs
the care, mildnefs, and gentlenefs with which he
rules ; the people are exhorted to imitate the {ub.
miffion of the fheep to the thepherd, and the Paftors
of the Church to ufe the fame diligence, integrity,

gentlenefs, and good example, as the great Shepherd
did.

S 44.——Particularly the Head and Raler of the
Church.

Eph. 1. 22, 23. God hath put all things under
his feet, and gave him to be the head over all things
to the Church, which s his body.

Col.i. 18. He is the head of the body the

'Church. Eph. v. 23.

Eph.iv. 15, 16. Which is the head even Chrift,

from whom the whole body htly joined together
and compacted.

I 1 Cor.
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t Cor. xil. 27. Ye are the body of Chrift, and
members in particular. Eph. v. 30.

Chrift is the great ruler of the Church, and has
the entire government and fupport of 1t. He 1s the
head, Chrittians are the members, entirely depending
on him for all their [trength and fupport, and
{hould be as entirely obedient to his will, and as
ablolutely guided by him, as the members are by
the head. As pecuharly head of the Church, he in
John xvii, prayed particularly for the members of
iy ver. 9. © I pray for them’ (2he difciples) <1 pray
¢ not for the world, but for them which thou hatt
‘¢ given me.” Again, for all Chriffians, ver. 20.
¢ Neither pray I for thele alone, but for them alfo
¢ which fhall believe or: me through their word.’

§. 45.—~—Ring fuperior to others.

Pl Ixxxix. 27. 1 will make him my frft-born,
higher than the kings of the earth.

36. His throne as the {un before me.

Dan, vil, 13, 14. One lke the Son of man ;—
There was given him dominion and glory and a king-

dom; thatall people, nations, and languages, fhould
{erve him, his dominion is an everlafting dominion.
27. 11, 44,

——Rev. i. 5. The Prince of the kings of the earth,
1 Tim. vi. 15, Who 1s the bleffed and only po-
tentate, the King of Kings and Lord of Lords. Rev.
XVil. 4. XIX. 16, |

Eph. 1. 21. Far above all principality and power,
and might and dominion, and every name that is
named not only in this world, but alfo in that which
is to come. Phil. ii. g.

The kingdom of the Meffiah is far fuperiar to all
others, being not confined to one nation only, but
the whole earth; and not in this world only, but
in the other likewife : it is alfo a more excellent and

L. perfeét
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perfett government, irrefiftible and everlafting; but
of this more hereafter.

§. 46. More particularly exalted, and King after his
refurrection.

Pf.i1. 6, 7. 1 have fet my king upon my holy
hill of Zion.—Thou art my Son, this day have I be-
gotten thee. Acts xui. 33. Heb. v. s.

viit. 5. Thou haft made him a litule lower than

the angels, and haft crowned him with glory and
honour. Heb. i1. 1.

I, hni. 1o, When thou fhalt make his foul an
offering for fin, he fhall fee his feed, he thall pro-
Jong his days, and the pleafure of the Lord fhall
profper in his hand. 12.

——1 Pet. 1. 11. The Prophets—teflified before-
hand the fufferings of Chrift, and the glory that
fhould follow. Luk. xxiv, 26.

John xvil. 1. The hour 1s come, glorify thy Son.
Xil, 23.

Rom. i, 4. Declared to be the Son of God with
power,—by the refurretion from the dead. 1 Pet.
1. 21. 1l 22.

Als i, 32, 33. Jefus hath God raifed up,—there-
fore being by the right hand of God exalied, Eph.
1. 20.

Heb. xii. 2. Jefus—for the joy that was fet be-

fore him endured the crofs, defpifing the fhame, and
is fet down at the right hand of the throne of God.
1 3.

300(1 {peaks of fetting up his king, and declaring
his Son as being done at a particular time, which
appears from Ifaiah to be when he offered himfelf
up. The eighth Plalm may be applied 1n general
to man’s dominion over beafts, yet is by St. Paul ap-
plied more particularly to Chnift, who, being by na-
ture fuperior to angels, was firft deprefled IIJ::]OW

them ,
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them: and then after he had {uffered was exalted
above all,

The fetting up the Son of God as King, mention-
ed in the fecond Pfalm, 1s referred to in the New
Teftament as fulfilled when Chnft was raifed, that
is the time when Jefus fays the Son of God thould be
glorified. The prophets foretold both his juflerings
and the glory to tollow. By his refurrefion he was
declared to be the Son of God, and fet at his right
hand ; and in the expectation of 1t he chearfully
underwent all the [hame and fufferings. (See more

in §. 91.)

C H A P. VIL

His Ways and Works.

§. 47. The defign of his coming,

AL. 1. 1. The Lord—the meflenger of the
covenant whom ye delight in, behold he fhall
come. If, xlin. 6. xhx. 8.

If. 1x1. 1, 2. The Lord hath anointed me to
preach good tidings unto the meek,—to proclaim
the acceptable year of the Lord, and the day of ven-
geance of our God. xlii. 4. Mal. iit. 2.

Pl. xxii. 22. 1 will declare thy name unto my
brethren.

John 1. 9. That was the true light, which
lighteth every man that cometh into the world. 4.
Mat. iv, 16. Luk. 1. 32.

xvil. 26. 1 have declared unto them thy name,
and will declare 1t. 6.
Tit. 1. 14. To purify unto himfelf a peculiar

people zealous of good works. Eph. ii. 10. Heb,
X, 14

E 2 T he
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The Mefliah came to make a new covenant with
mankind, a lefs burthenfome law, and eftablifhed on
better promifes; it is therefore called ¢ the acceptable
“ year, and he 1s ¢ whom ye delight in+’ and he

~came to reveal God’s will more fully to mankind.

He was therefore ¢ The Light of the world. both
of Jews and Gentiles, and manifefted God and his
laws to men, the defign of which was to make men
more pure and holy taan before.

y. 43, Like to but greater than Mofes.

Deut. xvin, 18, 19. I will raife them up a prophet
from among their brethren like unto thee, and will

put my words 10 his mouth.—Wholoever will not

hearken unto my words which he thall {peak in my
name, [ will require 1t of him. 15. Aé. 111 22. vii.
ﬂ—-—]ohn 1. 17, The law was given by Mofes, but
Grace and truth came by Jefus Chnift. fIeb.1. 1, 2.
X. 1.

‘Heb, m. 3, 5, 6. This man was counted worthy
of more glory than Mofes.—Mofes verily was faith-
ful in all his houfe as a fervant,~—but Chrift as a
Son over his own houfe. 2 Cor. n1. 7, 8.

vill. 1, 2, 6, We have fuch an High Prieft,—a
minifter of the fanétuary, and of the true tabernacle
which the Lord pitched, and not man.—Ie hath
obtained a more excellent miniftry by how much
alfo he is the mediator of a better covenant, which
was cftablifhed on better promifes. vii 19, 22.

Aés xini. 39. By him all that believe are juitified
from all things from which ye could not be juftified
by the Law of Mofes. Fleb. 1x. 11.

Heb. x. 28, 29. He that defpifed Mofes’s law

died without mercy under two or three witnefles ; ot

how much forer punifbment fuppofe ye fhall he be
thought worthy, who hath trodden under foot the
Son of God. 1. 2, 3. x11, 25,

Mofes
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Mofes as a Lawgiver was {uperior to the other
prophets, who only enforced his laws; he foretells
the Meffiah as a prophet like him, that is a law aiver
al(o, and warns them of the neceffity of being ruled
by him; this prophecy the apoftles quote as fulfilled
In Chn[’t who therefore on Mofes’s own teftimony
was to be believed in and obeyed.

But the New Teftament enlarges on the excellency
of Chrift and his law, above Mofes and his ; the
one being a fervant, the other a Son ; the one 2 man,
the other Lord of all the Law imperfel and for a
time, the Gofpel perfe&mﬂ it, and for ever; the
promifes of the Law earthly and temporal, thofe of
the Gofpel heavenly and eternal. If therefore the
breaker of Molfes’s law was punifhable, much lels

can he efcape who fets at nought the Son of God.
Q. 49. His goodn‘efs.

If. xi. 5. Righteoufnefs fhall be the girdle of his
loins, and faithfulnefs the girdle of his reins. 4.

Pf. xlv. 7. Thou loveft righteouinefs and hateft
wickednefs. xvi. 10.

Zech. ix, 9. He 1s juft and having falvation, low-
ly,

If. ln. 9. He had done no violence, neither was
any deceit 1n his mouth,

~——John xv, 10. I have kept my Father’s com-
mandments, and abide in his love. vi. 2q,

‘Mat. x1. 29. I am meek and lowly 1n heart.
Heb.iv. 15. He was in all points tempted like
as we are, yet without fin, 2 Cor, v. 21. 1 Joh. 1.

5.

1 Pet. 1. 22. Who did no {in, neither was guile

found in his mouth. Luke xxiii. 41. John viii. 46.
Heb. vii. 26, Who is hqly, harmlefs, undefiled,
feparate from finners, Mar. i, 24, Aéls 11l 14. xxI1
4.
E 3 Rev.

23
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Rev. xix, 11. He was called faichful and true,
and in righteoufnels he doth judge and make war,
1l 7.
The Meffiah was as we might expeét the meflen-
169  ger of God to be, holy, juft, and good: fuch the
Prophets fay he would be, and fuch the apoftles bear
witnefs that he was. When ke took human nature
upon him, he was expofed to temptations as we are,
but neyer overcome by them,

§. 50, His wifdom and power.

If. xi. 2, 3. The Spirit of the Lord fhall reft upon
him, the Spirit of wifdom and underflanding, the
Spirit of counfel and might, the Spirit of knowledge
and of the fear of the Lord ; and (hall miake him of
quick underftanding in the fear of the Lord.

1. 6. His name {hall be called Wonderful, Coun-
{ellor, the Mighty God, the Everlafting Father, the
Prince of Peace.

hi. 12, My fervant fhall deal prudently, he fhall
be exalted, and extolled, and be very high.

Col. 1. 3. Inwhom are hid all the treafures of
wifdom and knowledge. Eph. i. 8,

1 Cor. 1. 24. Chrilt the power of God and the
wifdom of God. |

John 1. 14. We beheld his glory, the glory as of

the only begotten of the Father, full of Grace and
truth.

vil. 46, Never man fpake like this map. Luk. 1,

47
7'_I’he Meflial was to be emivent for knowledge,
prudence, wifdom, virtue, and power, refembling
his God and Father in all thipgs; apd fo we find
that Jefus was, he abounded n underftanding, wif-
dom, power, and virtue ; never man {pake like him,
and he appeared in glory, grace, and truth, like God,
from whom he came, and whom he reprefented.

J. 51
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§. 51. His Actions.

If 1x1. 1, 2. The Lord hath ancinted me to preach
good tidings unto the meek, he hath fent me to
bind up the broken hearted, to proclaim liberty to
the capuives, and the opening of the prifon to them
that are bound, to proclaim the acceprable year of
the Lord, and the day of vengeance of our God, to
comfort all that mourn. Luk. 1v. 18.

1x. 2. The people that walked in darknefs have
feen a great light, xin. 7. xhix. g. Mat. iv, 16,

xl. 11, He fhall feed his flock like a fhepherd,
he fhall gather the lambs with his arm, and carry
them 1n his bofom, and fhall gently lead thofe that
are with young. xlix. 10. -

xlil. 2, 3. He fhall not cry, nor hift up, nor caufe
his voice to be heard m the fireet; a bruifed reed
fhall he not break, and the {moaking flax fhall he
not quench, he fhall bring forth judgement unto
truth. Ixi, 9. Mat. xn. 18.

Zech. ix. 9. Shout O daughter of Jerufalem, be-
hold thy king cometh unto thee ; he 1s juft, and
having falvation, lowly, and riding upon an afs, and
upon a colt the fole of an afs. Mat. xxi. g.

—A¢ts xxvi. 18, Toturn (the Gentiles) from dark-
nefs to hght, and from the power of Satan unto
God. Luk. 1. 7g. Joh, v 12.

John iv. 25. Chrift, when he is come, will tell
us all things.

Adts x. 28. Who went about doing good.

Mat. x1. 5. The poor have the Golpel preached
to them.

John xil, 14. Jefus, when he had found a young;
afs, fat thereon as it 1s written. Mar. xi. g.

The bufinefs of the Mefliah was to preach the
Gofpel to the well-difpoled, to comfort thofe who
mourned for their fins, to deliver thofe who were

E 4 opprelied
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opprefled by them, to enlighten thofe who were in
error, and to publith a lefs burdenfome law, hence
his time 15 called the acceptable year; and this he
was to do with all the mildnefs and tendernefs of
a careful thepherd, not to difcourage the penitent,
but to lead them on to repentance, and as a king
would enter Jerufalem with a publick but humble
pomp.

The Gofpels take notice that thefe prophecies
were fulfilled by Chrift, who came as the deliverer,
encourager, and enlightener of mankind. He con-
verted thofe that erred, declared God’s will, em-
ployed himfelf in doing good, and preached the
Gofipel to thole who would hear. The people were
the more ready to celebrate him as he rode to Jeru-
falem, becaufe he had lately raifed Lazarus; ~and
this was properly timed at his laft coming up tq
Jerufalem, becaufe 1t made what then happened to
him the more taken notice of.

8. 52. His miracles.

If. xlii. 7. To open the blind eyes. Luk.1v. 18.

xxxil. 3. The eyes of them that fee fhall not be
dim, and the ears of them that hear fhall hearken.

xxix. 18. The deaf fhall hear the words of the
book, and the eyes of the blind fhall {fee out of ob-
fcurity and out of darknels.

xxxv, ¢, 6. The eyes of the blind fhall be

opened, and the ears of the deaf fhall be unftopped,
then fhall the lame man leap as an hart, and the

~ tongue of the dumb fhall fing.

53

Mat. iv. 23, 24. Jefus went about all Galilee,
—healing all manner of fickne(s and all manner of
difeafe among the people ;—they brought unto him
all fick people that were taken with divers difeafes
and torments, and thofe which were poflefled with
devils, and thofe which were lunatick, and thofe

that had the palfy, and he healed them,

XV,
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xv. 30, 37, Great multitudes came unto him,
having with them thofe that were lame, blind, dumb,
maimed, and many others, and caft them down at
Jefus’s feet, and he healed them. Infomuch thatthe
multitude wondered when they faw the dumb to
{peak, the maimed to be whole, the lame to walk,
and the blind to fee.

L.uke vii. 21, 22. In the fame hour he cured many
of their infirmities and plagues, and of ewil {pirits,
and unto many that were blind he gave fight ;~—tell
John—thar the blind fee, the lame walk, the lepers
are cleanfed, the deaf hear, the dead are raifed.
Mat. x1. 5.

Aéts ii. 22. Jefus of Nazareth, a man approved of
God among you, by miracles and wonders and figns,
which God did by him in the midlt of you, as ye
yourfelves alfo know. Joh. v. 36. x. 23,

It was proper that the Meffiah fhould do mighty
works ; as tue prophets 1n old time had ufed to give 1 K, siii. 34
a fign, that 15, do fomething beyond the power of
man, to thew they were {ent by God. So though
fome of the quotations from Ifaiah might be inter-
preted figuratively, of his enlightening the ignorant,
and teaching the dull and prejudiced, yet it was alfo
true that he really gave fight to the blind, hearing
to the deaf, limbs to the lame, and {peech to the
dumb.

The miracles which Jefus wrought were almoft
all of the beneficial kind, he healed all forts of dif- -
eafes, caft out demons, fed multitudes, and raifed
the dead ; and thefe things he did to great numbers,
to fuch as were publickly known to have been many Lk, xiii. 11.
years difordered, or even from their birth, fo thatjoh. ix.$, ;2.
thofe who had long known them were witnefles of
the certainty and greatnefs of their cure; to thefe
works he appeals as proofs of his divine power, and .
they juftly convinced men that he was really aJoh. iii. 2.
teacher come from God.,

y: 53
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§. 53. His gifts.

Pf. 1xviit. 18. Thou haft afcended on high, Thou
haft led captivity captive, Thou halt received gitts
for men.,

In fome verfions 1t 1s gave gifts to men. Eph.iv.

8.

If. xliv. 3. T will pour my fpirit upon thy feed,
and my blefling upon thy offspring. liv. 13,

Joel. 1. 28, 1 will pour out my {pirit upon all

flefh, and your fons and your daughters fhall pro-
phefy. Act. 1. 17,
—— John xiv. 16, 17, T will pray the Father, and
be fhall give you another Comforter, that he may
abide wich you for ever, even the fpirit of truth, 26,
xv. 26, Xvi. 7, 13.

Luk. xxiv. 49. I fend the promife of my Kather
upon you,

Alts 1. 4. They were all filled with the Holy
Gholt, and began to fpeak with other tongucs as
the Spint gave them utterance. 38.

33. Having received of the Father the promife of
the lioly Ghoft, he hath fhed forth this which ye
now fee and hear.

John vii. 38, 39. Out of his belly thall flow rivers
of living warer; but this fpake he of the Spirit,
which they that believe on him fhould recerve.
1 Cor, xi1, 13,

Befide preaching the Gofpel, and reftoring health,

of which I have already {poken, another great gift
of the Mefliah was that of the Holy Ghoft, to en-
lighten and affift men. This the 68th Plalm {peaks
of, as a confequence of his alcention into heaven,
and Joel as what would happen when the Mefliah
came, and they are as fuch quoted by the apoftles.
Jefus promifed him as a Comforter in his room, to
initrut, guide, and enable them to work miracles.c,i
an
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and it was accordingly fulfilled at the day of Pente-
coft, and the gift continued with them,

§. 54. His example,

Lev. xix. 2. Ye {hall be holy, for I the Lord your
God am holy, xi. 44. xx. 7, 26. -xx1. 8, Mai. v.
48,

1 Pet. 1. 15. As he which hath called you 1s holy,
fo be ye holy.

1 John i, 3. Every man that hath this hope in
him purifieth himfelf even as he is pure. ii. 6.

Mat. x1. 29. Take my yoke upon you and learn
of me, for I am meek and lowly in heart. Phil. i
5

L J

John xmi, 15. T have given you-an example that
ye fhould do as 1 have done to you.

1 Pet. 1. 21. Chrift alfo fuffered for us, leaving us
an example that ye fhould follow his fteps. 1v. 1.

The worfhippers of a holy God fhould themlelves
alfo be holy; but the example of Chrift 1s more
particularly fet before us, for he was not only holy
as the Son of God, but was alfo a man as we are.
As therefore man has obeyed the laws of God, fo
fhould we alfo endeavour to do the fame ; and that

both 1n his punity, lowlnefs, and patient {ufiering,

CHAP.
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CHAP VIII.

His Prophecies, #i// his afcenfron.

§. 55. Finding things according to his word.

AT. xxl. 1,2, 3. Jefus fent two difciples, fay-
ing unto them, ¢ Go into the village over
¢ againft you, and ftraightway ye fhall find an afs
¢ tied and a colt with her, loofe them and bring them
¢ unto me: and If any man fhall fay aught unto
¢ you, ye fhall fay, ¢ The Lord hath need of them,’
¢ and ftraightway he will {end them.” Luk. xix, 3o0.
Mar. xiv. 13, 14, 15. Go ye into the city, and
there fhall meet you a man bearing a pitcher of
water, follow him ; and wherefoever he fhall goin fay
ye to the good man of the houfe, ¢ The mafter faith,
¢ Where is the gueft-chamber where 1 fhall eat the
¢« Paffover with my difciples¢” And he will thew
you a large upper room. Mat, xxvi. 18.
xi. 4, 5, 6. They found the colt tied by the
door without 1n a place where two ways met, and
they loofe him; and certain of them that ftood there
faid to them, ¢ What do ye loofing the colt?’ and
they faid unto them even as Jefus had commanded,

- and they let them go. Luk. xix. 32.

Luke xxii. 13. They went and found as he had
faid unto them. Mar. xiv. 16,

Here are two inftances of Jefus telling his difciples
circumftances which would happen at a diltance,
which came to pafs accordingly. And this he feems
to have done at this time to confirm their faith in
him ; which would receive a great fhock by his being
unexpedtedly taken away from them.

§ 500
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§. 56, Judas’s betraying him.

Johnvi. 70, 91. ¢ Have not I chofen you twelve,
¢ and one of you is a devil ' He fpake of Judas Ifca-
¢ riot the fon of Simon, for he it wasthat fhould be-
tray him. 64.

Mat, xx. 18. Behold, we go upto Jerufalem, and
the Son of man fhall be betrayed unto the chief
Priefts and unto the Scribes. xvii. 22. Mar. x. 23,
Luke 1x. 44.

Mat. xxvi. 2. Ye know that after two days 15 the
fealt of the Paffover, and the Son of man is be-
trayed to be crucified.

John xiii. 10, 11. ¢ Yeare clean but not all 5’ for
he knew who fhould betray him, therefore faid he,
¢ Ye are not all clean.” 18, xvin. 12.

Mar. xiv. 18. Jefusfaid, ¢ Venily, I fay unto you,
one of you which ecateth wita me {hall betray me.
Mat. xw1 21. Joh. xiil. 21. Luk. xx1. 21,

John xiii. 26. He it is to whom I fhall give a fop,
—he gave it to Judas Iicariot. Mar. xiv. 20.

Mar. xiv. 42. He that betrayeth me 1s at hand.
Mat. xxvl. 46,

Mat. xxvi, 14, 15, 16. One of the twelve,
called Judas Ifcarior, went unto the Chief-priefts and
faid unto them, ¢ What will ye give me and I will
¢ deliver him unto you ?’ and they covenanted with
him for g0 pieces of filver; and from that time he

fought opportunity to betray him. Mar. xiv. 10.
Luke xxii. 3. John xi 2.

47, 48, 49. Judas one of the twelve came, and |

with him a great multitude with fwords and ftaves
from the Chief- priefts and elders of the people. Now
he that betrayed him gave them a fign, faying,
¢ Whomtoever I thall kifs, that fame 15 he, hold him
¢ falt;y and forthwith he came to Jefus and faid,
¢ Hail, matter,” and kiffed him.

6 Jefus
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Jefus at the beginning of his miniftry foretold his
being betrayed by one of the twelve, long before
Judas had conceived the thonght 3 he repeated it to
his difciples {everal times when fortelling his fuf-
ferings ; he warned them again two days “before his
laft l’afﬁwcr and again at it pointed out Judas as
Mat.xxvi.21. the perfon, and warned him of the fin and danger of
fo doing.

Q. Judas out of covetoufnefs, and in revenge for
Jefus’s reproving him for 1t, offered to betray him for
a rcward, and waited for an opportunity to do it
privately ; but being again provoked by Jefus’s
pointing him out as the betrayer, he haftened the ex-
ecution of the defign, rather through vexation than
Mat. xxvi. 5.the Chief-prielt’s delire, who thought the feaft an
improper time.  Judas {eems to have hoped to con-
ceal his treachery to the laft, difcovering Jefus by
faluting him, as if returning after abfence to follow
him again, not as if lcading s enemies ; probably
thinking to have got his revenge and the money
clear; and that Jelus would have delivered himfelf
Luk. iv. 50. out of his enemics hands as he knew he had done
Mat. xxvi. 3. before ; for when he faw Jefus likely to be con-
demned he could no longer bear himfelf; but add-

ing one fin to another, he killed himfelf.

§. 57. His difciples forfaking him.,

Mar. xiv. 27, Jelus faith unto them, ¢ All ye fhall
¢ beoffended becaule of me this night, for it is writ-
‘ten, *T will fmite the fhepherd, and the {heep
¢ thll be {cattered.” Mat. xxvi1 31.

~ John xvi. 32, The hour cometh, yea 1s now come,
that ye fhall be fcattered every man to his own, and
fhall leave me alone,

xviil. 8, 9. ]efus anfwered,—* It ye feek me, let
¢ thele go their way;* that the faying might be ful-
filled which he ipake, «Of them which thou gavelt
‘ me have I loft none.’

Mat,

31
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Mat. xxvi. 56. Then all the difciples forfook him
and fled. Mar. xiv. 50

Jefus had often told his difciples of his approach-
ing f{ufferings, and now warns them that they would
neverthelefs be {o furprized when 1t came as to fly
away from him; and notwithitanding their confi-
dence, and particularly Peter’s, they did all forfake
him; though Peter and John {o far recollected

themfelves afterward as to follow him to the High-
prielt’s houte,

§. 58. Peter’s denying him.

Luke xxii. 31, 32. Simon, Simon, behold Satan
hath defired to have you that he may fift you as
wheat ; but I have prayed for thee that thy falth fail
not, and when thou art converted ftrengthen thy
brethren.

John xiii. 38. Wilt thou lay down thy bife for my

fake?‘ ‘ Verily, verily, I {ay untothee, the cock fhall
¢ not crow till thou haft denied me thrice.” Mat. xxvi.
34. Luke xxi1. 74.

Mar. xiv. 30. Verily I fay unto thee, that ¢ This

¢ day even in this night, before the cock crow tw1ce,
¢ thou fhalt deny me thrice.’

——Luke xxi1. 60, 61, 62. Peter fad, ¢ Man, I
“ know not what thou fayeft;? and immediately
while he yet fpake the cock crew. And the Lord
turned and looked upon Peter, and Peter remember-
ed the word of the Lord, how he had {aid unto him,
¢ Before the cock crow thou fhalt deny e thrice ;
and Peter went out and wept bitterly, Mat. xxvi. 75.
John xviii. 27.

Mar. xiv. 72. The fecond time the cock crew,
and Peter called to mind the word that Jefus faid

unto him, ¢ Before the cock crow twice thou fhalt
¢ deny me thrice.’

Peter,
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Peter, too confident of his own {trength, told Jefus
he was ready to die with him y but Jefus, who knew
his weaknefs, warned him that {o far from that, he
would deny that he knew him three times before the
next cock-crowing ; which his rafhnefs in throwing
himfelt in the way of temptation by following him
to the High-prielt’s houfe, and his fear of being
taken up as his malter was, caufed him to doin a

very grofs manner, of which he was afterward great-
ly afhamed and repented.

§ 59. His own fufferings.

Mat. xit. 4o0.

xvi. 2. Jefus began to fhew unto his difciples,
how that he muft go unto Jerufalem, and fuffer many
things of the elders and chief-pricfts and {cribes, and
be killed and be railed again the third day. Mar.
viil. 31, Luke ix. 22,

xvil. 12. Mar. 1x. 12.

22, 23. The Son of man fhall be betrayed into
the hands of men, and they fhall kill him, and the
third day he {hall be raifed again. Mar. ix. 31, Luke
X 44,

Luke xvii. 23, |

Mat. xx. 18, 19. Behold we go up to Jerufalem,
and the Son of man fhall be betrayed unto the Chief-
priefts, and unto the Scribes, and they fhall condemn
him to death, and fhall deliver him to the Gentiles,
to mock and to fcourge and to crucify him, and the
third day he fhall rife again, Mar. x. 33. Luke
Xvill. 32,

xxi. 38, 39. Whenthe hufbandmen faw the Son
they faid among themlelves, ¢ This is the herr,
¢ come, let us kill him, and let us feize on his in-
¢ heritance;” and they caught him and caft him out
of the vineyard and flew him. Mar, xi1, 7. Luk.

XX. Iq.i
Luke
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Luke xxi. 37+ |
«——John xi. 53. They took counfel togethet, for to
put him to death,  Mat; xxvi. 4s

Mat. xxvi. 66. ¢ What think ye?’ They anfwered
and faid, ¢He 1s guilty of death,’ Mar. xiv. 64.
Luke xxil. 71 xxiv. 20.

Mat. xvii. 26. When he had fcourged ]efus he
delivered him to be crucified. Luk. xxin. 24. John
X1X. 16.

John xix. 18. Golgotha; where they crucified him
and two other with him. Luke xs1i. 33. Mat. xxvil.
35Luke xxiv. 6, 7. Remember how he fpake to
you when he was yet in Gahlee faying,” ¢ The Son
¢ of man muit be delivered into the hands of ﬁnful
‘ men, and be crucified, and the third day rife again.’

Aéls 1. 23, Hlm——ye have taken, and by wicked
hands have crucified and flain. Gal. ui. 1.

xiii, 27. Tiey have fulfilicd (the prophecies) in
condemning hin. xvi, 3. Luk. xxiv, 26, 46,

Jefus many times both in plain words and para-
bles foretold his own death, more particularly as
the time approached; and it was fulfilled by the
chief pricfts contriving his death, declaring him
worthy of 1t, Pilate’s condemning him, and his be-
ing cructhied,  The angel reninded the diiciples of
Jefus’s words, the apofiies declare the wickedncfs of

the Jews in doing it, and Jefus and his apoftles men-
tion the fulfilling the prophecics by 1t

§. 6o.——At Jerufalem,

Mat, xvi. 21. He muft go unto jerufalem and
fuffer. Luk ix. 31,

Luke xiil. 31. 23. Herod will kill thee.—It can-
not be that a prophet perith out of Jeruiolem.

xviil. 32, We go up to Jerulalem, and all things

that are written by the prophets concerning the Son
of man fhall be accomplithed. Mat. xx. 18,

F --XXiV.
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——xxiv, 18, Art thou only a ftranger in Jeru-
falem, and haft not known the things which are
come to pafs there 1n thefedays ? Mat. xxvii., Mar,
xv. Luk. xxiti. John xix,

Als xiil. 27, They that dwell at Jervfalem and
their rulers, becaufe they knew him not, nor yet the
voices of the prophets which are read every fabbatli
day, they have fulfilled them in condemning him,

Heb. xiit. 12. Jefus—Tfuffered without the gate.

Jefus feveral times told his difciples that he muft
{uffer at Jerufalem; and when warned to avoid
Herod the ruler of Galilee, he anf{wered his death
muft be at Jerufalem. Accordingly he was cruci-
fied there at the Paflover, fo publickly, that his dif-
ciples thought every ftranger muft know of it, and
mention it to both Jews and Gentiles as done there.

§. 61. By whom. Fews, particularly the Chicf-priefls.

Mat. xvi. 21. He muft fuffer many things of the
elders and Chief-priefts and fcribes. Mar. viit. 31.
Luk. 1x. 22:

xvii, 12. Likewife fhall alfo the Son of man fufier
of them.

Mar. x. 23. The fon of man fhall be delivered

to the chief-priefts and to the {cribes, and they fhall
condemn him to death.
——Mat. xxvi. 3, 4. Then affembled together the
chief-prielts and the fcribes and the elders of the
people, unto the palace of the High-prieft who was
called Caiaphas; and confulted that they might take
Jefus by fubtilty and kill him. John x1. 53.

John xviii. 13. 24. They led him away to Annas
firft.—Now Annas had fent him bound unto Caia-
phas the High-prieft. Mat. xxv1. 57. |

Mat, xxvi. 65, 66. The High-prieft rent his
clothes, faying, ¢ He hath fpoken b]afphcmy,h-—-

¢ what
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¢ what think ye?’ They anfwered and faid, ¢ He is
¢ guilty of degth.” Mar. xiv. 64.

xxvii. 20. The Chief prieits and elders perfuaded

the multitude that they fhould afk Barabbas and de-
ftroy Jefus. Luke xxin. 18,

Luke xxiv, 20. The Chief-priefts and our rulers
delivered him to be condemned to death. A&. xiii.

238,

Jefus feveral times told his difciples that the Chncf-
priefts, fcribes and elders, would be prmc1pally Cof-
cerned in getting him condemned ; y and 1t was they
who both before and at the Paffover confulted to-
gether about it, had him taken up, brought before
the High-prieft, declared him woithy of death, ac-
cufed him before Pilate, and got the people to con-
cur with them 1 it.

8. 62.—~—Gentiles,

Luke xviil. 21,32, The Son of man~—ihail be
delivered to the Gentﬂes Mar. x. 33. Mat. xx. 19.

Aés xiii. 28. They defired Pilate that he fhould
be flan.

When Jefus foretold he thould be crucified, that
alfo implied that he fhould be delivered to the Gen-
tiles, for it was a2 Roman not a Jewifh punifhment.
——Mat. xxvii. 2. They delivered him to Pontius
Pilate the governor., Mar. xv. 1.

John xviil, 31. 32. Pilate faid unto them, ¢ Take
¢ ye him and judge him according to your law.’
The Jews therefore faid unto him ¢ It is not law-
¢ ful for us to put any man to death;’ that the fay-
ing of Jefus might be fuifilled.

Mar. xv. 15. Pilate delivered Jefus when he had
{courged him to be crucified. Luk. xxiii. 24.

Ads iv. 27. Againft thy holy child Jefus whom
thou halt anointed, both Herod and Pontius Pilate

F 2 with
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with the Gentiles and the people of Ifracl were ga-
thered together.

As Jefus told his difciples that the chief-pricfls
would.deliver him to the Gentiles to be by them put
to death, fo it proved, and he was crucified, which
was 2 Roman punithment. The High-prieft and
council having judged him worthy of death, deli-
vered him to Pilate, becaufe his {entence was necel-
{ary to the condemnation 5 and he, againlt his own
mind, to pleale the Jews, and to avoid bemng accufed
to the Emperor of letting a king of lfrael efcape,
ordered him to be pur to death.

§. 63. Mocking.

Mar, ix. 12. The Son of man—muft fuffer many
things, and be fet at nought.

Luke xvii, 32. The Son of man fhall be deli-
vered to the Gentles, and fhall be mocked, and
{pitefully intreated, and fpitted on. Mar. x. 34.

At the High Pricf's.

—Mat. xxvi. 67, 68. Then did they {pit in his facé
and buffeted him, and others {mote him with the palims
of their hands, faying, ¢ Prophely unto vs thou
¢ Chrilt, who 1s he that {mote thee ¢ Mar. xiv. 65.

Before Herod,

Luke xxiii. 11. Herod with his men of war fet
him at nought, and mocked him, and arrayed hiny
in a gorgeous robe. |

At Pilate’s judgment ball., |

Mar, xv. 17, 18, 19, They clothed him with
purple, and platted a crown of thorns and put it
about his head, and began to falute him, ¢ Hal, king
¢ of the Jcwsy’ and they fmote him on the head

with a reed, and did fpit l.lpon”him, and bowing

their knees worfhipped him. Mat, xxvii. 28. Joh.
X1X. 2.

At the crofs.,
5 Mar,
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Mar. xv. 2g—32. They that pafled by raﬂcd on
him, wagging their heads and faying, ¢ Ah, thou that
¢ deftroy velt the temple and buildett it 1n three days,
¢ {ave thyff:lf and come down from the crofs)”
Likewife alfo, the chief-priefts mocking, faid among
themfielves, with the fcribes, ¢ He fav ed others, hlm-
¢ {elf he cannot fave; let Chrift the king of Hrael
¢ defcend now from the crofs, that we may fee'and
¢ believe.)  And they that were crucified with him
reviled him,

Jefus, among other fufferings, faid he fthould be
defpifed, reviled, mocked, and ill-treated ; which we

accordingly find was done, by the pne{’cs foldiers,

and people, both before and after his condemna-
tion.

§. 64. Crucified.

Jobn iii, r4. As Mofes lifted up the ferpent in the
wildernefs, even fo muft the Son of man be lifted
up. Xil. 32,

vili. 28, When ye have lifted up the Son of man,
then fhall ye know that I am he,

Mat. xx. 19. To mock and to {courge and to cru-
cify him.

xxvii, 31, They led him away to cruc:lfy hlm
Joh. x1x. 16.

Luke xxiil, 33. When they were come to the
place which is called Calvary, there they crucified
him. Mar, xv. 24. _

xxiv. 6, 7. Remember how he fpaké to you,—
¢ The Son of man muft—be crucified”

Luke xxiv. z0. Adtsit. 23, v. 10, 1 Cor, 1. 23,
Gal, 114 L.

Jefus, in the beginning of his miniftry, mentioned
and repeated it feveral times, that < he fhould be

¢ lifted up fromthe earth,” which was accordingly
done when he was crucified ; fo Jefus himfelf ex-

Y3 plains
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plains it, reckoning cruc1fym¢:r among the thmos he
was (o fuI'Fer, and fo it came to pals.

§. 6. His refurrection.

John i, 19, 21. Jefus—faid,—* Deftroy this
¢ temple, and in three days 1 will raife it up’—He
fpake of the temple of hlS body.

X. 17, Ilay down my hfc that I might take it
again.

Mar. X. 34. They fhall kill him, and the third
day he fhall rfe again, vin. 31. Luk, ix. 22.

Mat. xxvii. 62, 63. The chief-priefts and Phari-
fecs came together to Pilate, faying, © Sir, we re-
¢ member that that deceiver faid while he was yet
¢ alive, ¢ Afier three days I will nfe again.”
——Luke xxiv. 5,6. Why feck yc the lmng among
the dead ? he is not here but is rifen ; remember how
he fpake to you when he was yet in Galilge. Mar,
xxviil. 6.

Mat. xxviil. 9. 11. Luk. xxiv. 15. 34. 36 Joh.
XXs 14+ 19+ XXl 4.

John xx. 27. Then faith he to Thomas, ¢ Reach
¢ hither thy finger, and behold my hands, and reach
¢ hither thy hand and thruft it into my fide ; and be
¢ not falth]efs, but believing.’

Aéts 1. 3. To whom alfo he (hewed himfelf alive
after his pal’ﬁon by many infallible proofs, being
feen of them forty days. v. j0.

X. 40, 41. Him Goad raifed up the third day and
fhewed him openly, not to all the people bu to
witneffes chofen before of God, even to us who did
eat and drink with him atter lic rofe from the dead.
i 32. 1. 33,

1 Cor, xv. 20. A&. xvii. 3.xxvi. 23. Rom. i. 4.

Jefus hinted at his rifing again in the beginning of
bis miniltry, and fpoke of it more p]amly feveral

[1ﬂ1..s afterward fo that his enemles remembered it.
| After
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After his refurreCtion, an angel reminded the wo-
men of Jefus’s words, and he himfelf appeared to
fingle perfons, and to numbers together; eating
with them, and being handled by them, till he had
fo fully convinced his difciples of the certainty of it,

that they continued to bear teltimony to it even at the
hazard of their lives.

€. 66. His appearing again to his difciples.

John xvi. 16. 22. A little while and ye fhall not,
fee me, and again a little while and ye fhall {ee me,
becaufe [ go to the Father.—I will fee you again,

Mat, xxvi. 32. After I am nifen again I will go
before you into Gahlee. Mar. xiv, 28.

xxviil. 10. Go tell my brethren that they go inta
Galilee, and there fhall they fee me. Mar. xvi, 7.
~——Mar. xvi. 14. He appeared to the eleven as
they fat at meat, and upbraided them with their un-
belief. Joh. xx. 19. Luk. xxiv. 36.

Mat. xxviil. 16, 17. The eleven difciples went
away into Galilee, into 2 mountain where Jefus had
appointed them.  And when they faw him they
worfhipped him, but fome doubted.

John xxl. 1. Jefus fhewed himielf again to the dif-
ciples at the fea of Tiberias.

1 Cor. xv. 5, 6. He was feen of Cephas, then of
the twelve, after that he was feen of above gco bre-
thren at once.

Jefus told his difciples he thould rife again, and
that they fhould fee him; and he appointed a par-
ticular place in Galilee where he would more pub-
lickly appear, Thither the difciples went, and there
they faw him, befide many other particular times
that he thewed himfelf to a few.,

It may feem ftrange that any who went on pur-
pofe to fee Jefus, to a place he himfelf had appeint-
¢d, thould, when they faw him there, have yet any

F s aoubt
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doubt remaining, But we may confider that that
was probably the time, when, as St. Paul fays, he
was feen of ahove sooat once: now Chrift’s apoftles
were cleven He had alfo appointed feventy others,
and the grea-elt number mentioned, as properly called
difciples, is 1203 many therefore went to fee Jefus
at a piace where he had appointed to meet them,
who were not properly, his.dilciples, only acquaint-
ance, who had feen, heard, and refpected him ; pro-
bably 1t was fome of thefe who had fill foime doubts
remaining, as even his own difciples had at the firft

reports ot his relurrection.

§. 67. His afcenfion.

John vi. 62, What if ye fhall {fee the San of man
afcend up where he was before, 1. 13,

xvi, 28, | came forth fram the Father, and am
come into the world, again I leave the world, and
go to the Father. xiii. 3. xvi. 5. 10.

xX. 17.1am not yet afcended to my Father ; but
go to my brethren and fay unto them, ¢ I afcend unro
“my Father and your Father, and to my God and
¢ your God.’

vil. 33. Xlil. 37, Xiv. 19, XViL. 13,
~——Mar. xvi, 19. After the Lord had {poken unto
tiiem he was recetved up into heaven, and {at on the
right hand of Ged. Luk. xxiv. 5t.

Aéts i, 9, 10. While they beheld he was taken
up, and a cloud reccived him out of their fight,—
They looked ftcadfaftly toward heaven as he went
up.
PEph. iv. 10, HHe that defcended 1s the fame alfo
that afcended up far above all heavens. Alt. vii 55.

t Pet, iit, 22. Heb. ix. 24. 1v. 14, v1. 20. 1 Tim,
1. 16.

- Jefus had faid openly, that as he came down from
heaven, fo he fhould go up thither again, and tf;]l_d
- W

s T



[ 73 ]
his difciples that they fhould fee him go up. Ac-

cordingly, having in forty days tully convinced them A&. i 3.
of his refurreftion, and inftruéted them in the Chri-
ftian religion, he afcended vifibly in their fight, not
being fnatched away hattily, but going away gcnt]y,

while they looked on fleadfaitly till he was out of
hght.

CHAP IX

Prophecies of i Things now paft.

§. 68. The Gift of the Holy Ghott.

YTOHN vii. 38, 39. He that believeth on me, as
the Scripture hath faid, ¢ Qut of his belly fhall
* flow rivers of living water ;> but this fpake he of
the {pirit, which they that believe on him fhouid re-
celve. XX, 22. |

xiv. 26, The Comforter which is the Holy Ghoft,
whom the Father will fend in my name, he fhall
teach you all things, and bring all things to your
remembrance, 16, xv. 26, xvi. 7. 13.

Adts 1. 4, 5. 8, Wait for the promife of the Fa- A&. ii. 33
ther, which faith he ye have heard of me. For John
truly baptized with water, but ye fhall be baptized
with the Holy Ghoft not many days hence.—Ye
fhall receive power. after that the Holy Ghoft is
come upon you. Ii. 33.

—~——il. 1-—4. When the day of Pentecoft was fully
come—{uddenly there camea found from heaven,—
there appeared to them cloven tongues like as of fire,

—and they were all filled with the Holy Ghoft, iv. 7
31, -

vill,
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viit. 17, Then laid they their hands on them and
they received the Holy Ghott. xix. 6.

X. 44. While Peter yet ipake thefe words, the
Holy Gholt feil on all them which heard the word.
XL 15.

1 Cor. x11. 11. All thefe worketh that one and
the fclt-fame {pirit, dividing to cvery man feverally
as he will.

Jefus promifed his difciples a Comforter, the

Mat. xxviii, {pirit of truth to continue with them to the end of

20, the world, as an affiltant promiled by the Father,

who would teach and remind them of all things, and

Lukexxiv.49.endue them with power from on high,  This we

find fuifiled firft at the day of Pentecoft, and re-

peated to other faithful converts to Chrifhanity ;

and {o long as the gift of miracles was neceffary and

proper, that was the effet of it, as we find them

~ fummed up, Wildom, Knowledge, Faith, Healing,

I Cor. x11. 8- Miracles, Prophecy Difcerning of Spirits, and Lan-
guages.

§. 69. The Apoftles power to work miracles.

Mat. xvii. 20, If ye have faith as a grain of mufs
I. Cor. xiii. 2. tard {eed, ye fhall {ay to this mountain ¢ Remove
¢ hence to yonder place’ and 1t {hall remove, and
nothing fhall be impoffible unto you. xx1. 21. Luk.
X. 19. Xvii. 6.

John xiv. 12. He that believeth on me, the works
that I do fhall he do alfo, and greater works than
thefe fhall he do.

Mar, xvi. 17, 18. Thefe figns fhall follow them
that believe, ¢ In my name fhall they caft out devils,
¢ they fhall {peak with new tongues, they fhall take
¢ up ferpents, and if they drink any deadly thing it
¢ fhall not hurt them, they fhall lay hands on the
‘ fick and they fhall recover.” Luk. x, 175+

—Alls
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——AQs i, 4 They began to fpeak with other
tongues as the Spiric gave them utterance. xix. 6.
X. 46

viil. 7. Unclean {pirits crying with a loud voice
came out of many that were poflefled with them,
and many taken with palfies and "that were lame
were healed, v. 16, xvi. (8. xix. 12.

xxviii. 5. He fhook off the beaft into the fire and
felt no harm.

James v, 14, 15. Is anv fick among vou ? let him
call for the elders of the church, and let them pray
over him, anointing him with oil in the name of the Mar. vi. 13.
Lord, and the prayer of faith fhall fave the fick, and
the Lord fhall raife bim uvp., A&. ik 6. 1x. 34. xiv.

10. xxvil. §.

Aéts i1x. 40. Peter faid, ¢ Tabitha, arife;’ and
fhe opened her eyes, and when fhe faw Peter {he fat
up. XX. 12.

Jefus promifed his difciples the power of working
miracles, and doing the works which he did or even
greater, and that the doing of them would often be
the fign of their converfion. This power they nad at
fimes befosre Jefus’s death, when he fent them out to Mat. x. 1.
preach : but they received 1t chiefly afterward, ac
the day of Pentecoft, and by it were enabled to con-
vert thoufands, many of whom reccived the fame
power, which was contunued for fome ages in the
church. The particular miracles recorded are much
the fame as thofe mentioned in St. Mark, and there

are 1nftances alfo of their raifing the dead, as in the
cafe of Tabitha and Eutychus.

§. 70. That the body of the Jews would rejeét him.

Johnv. 43, Tam come in my father's name and
ye recelve me not. Mar, viit. 31.

Luke xix. 14. His citizens hated him, and fent a

meflage after him, faying, ¢ We will not have this
¢ man to reign cver us,’ “Mat. xxii. 3.

Aclts
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A&s xxii. 18. Get thee quickly out of Jerufa-.
Jem, for they will not receive thy teftimony con-
cerping me,
——John 1. 11. He came unto his own, and his -
own received him not. Luk, 11, 34
- A xiil 45, It was neceffary that the word of
God fhould firft have been fpoken to you, but fee-
Ing ye put it from you and judge yourfelves unwor-
thy of everlafting hfe, lo we turn to the Gentiles.
Rom. xi. 7. Ifracl hath not obtained that which
he fceketh for, but the election hath obtained it, and
the rell were blinded. 25.1x, 31.
A&s xxvili. 25,26, Well {pake the Holy Ghoft
by Ifaiah the prophet to our fathers, faying, ¢ Go to
th:s people and fay, ¢ Hearing ye fhall hear and
¢ fhall not underﬁand and fccmg ve fhall {ec and
¢ pot perceive.”
Jefus complained that the Jews would not receive
If, vi. .  him, but were hardened as Haiah had forerold.
They would not have him to reign over them, and
Mat. xxii. 3. though invited would not come; and he repeats it
again to Paul that they would not receive his tefti-
mony. So we find when Jefus came to his own
people, they did not receive himy the difciples of-
Alxi. 19.  fered the Gofpel firlt to the Jews, but being rejected
Rom. 1. 10. by them they turned to the Gentiles ; moft of the
Jews were blinded, and a remnant only faved, fo
that Paul refers to Ifamah as fulfilled 1n them.

§. 71. The {preading of the Gofpel.

Luke x. 2. The harvelt truly 1s great, but the
labourers are few. Mat. ix. 37- Joh. 1v. 35,

xiit. 19. The kingdom of God—is like a grain
of mufltard feed, which a man took and ca into
his garden, and it grew and waxed a great tree. 21.
Mat. xiil. 31. 33.

Jobn xit. g2. [ if T be lifted up from the earth,
will draw all men unto me.

Mat,
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Mat. xxiv. 14. This Gofpel of the kingdom fhall
be preached in all the world, for a witnefs to all
nations. Mar. xiit. 1o.

Mar. xvi, 15. Goye into all the world, and preach
the Golpel to every creature. Mat. xxviil 19, Luk.
XX1v. 47.
~——ACts 11, 41. The {ame day there were added
unto them about three thoufand fouls. v. 4. v. 14,

vi. 7. The word ot Gad increaled, and the num-
ber of the difciples multiplied m Jerufalem greatly,
and a great company of the priefts were obedient
to the faith. x11. 24, ~
- Rom. xv. 19, From Jerufalem and round about
unto Illyricum, 1 have fully preached the Gofpel of
Chnft. A&s xvill. 10. xix. 20.

Col, i. 6, Which is come to you as it is in all the

world. 23,
——Tertul. Apolog. 1. There are as many as we
are faid to be; they complain that the city 1s
thronged with them, that there are Chriftians in the
country, caftles and-Iflands; that every fex, age,
condition, and rank, embrace this name.

Tacit. Annal. xv. 44. This fuperfition {pread
not only through Judea where this evil arofe, but
through the city 1tfelf.

Plin. Epift. x. 97. Many of every age, rank, and
fex, are and will be brought into danger : nor is the
infe@tion of this fuperftition {pread only through the
cities, but through the villages and country.

Jefus faid that Chriftianity then only {mall, would
orow into a plentiful harveft, hke feed 1nto a tree,
and fpread as leaven among meal ; and this not in
Judea only, but among the Gentiles alio in all parts
of the world. So we find the preaching and mira-
culous powers of the apoftles converted multitodes
10 Jerufalem, from whence 1t fpread to Antioch,
Afia Miror, Greece and llome, and many other parts
of the world. This 1s mentioned by other authors

as
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as well as the New Teftament, the Chriftians glory
1n 1t, and the Heathens lamented its progrefs.

§. 72. Perfecution of his difciples.

John xv. 20. If they have perfecuted me they
will alfo perfecute you. Luk. vi. 22. Mar. viil. 34.

xvi. 2. The time cometh that whofoever killeth
you will think that he doth God fervice.

Mat. 21. 35. The hufbandmen took his fervants,
and beat one, and killed another, and ftoned another.
xxil, 0.

xxiti, 34. Some of them ye fhall kill and crucify,
and fome of them fhall ye fcourge in your {yna-
oogues, and perfecute them from city to city. Luk.
xl. 49.

L41.19ke xxl. 12. They fhall lay their hands on you
and perfecute you, delivering you up to the fyna-
gogues, and into prifons, being brought before
kings and rulers for my name’s fake. x. 3. Mar.
Xiit. 9. Mat. x. 17.

'‘Mat. v. 11. Blefled are ye when men fhall revile
you and perfecute you.

——A@&s v. 40. When they had called the apof-

tles and beaten them, they commanded that they
fhould not fpeak in the name of Jefus. xvi. 23.
xiv. 19. 2 Cor, x1. 25,

viil. 3. Saul made havock of the church, entering
into every houfe, and haling men and women, com-
mitted them to prifon. 1. Gal. 1. 13.

xil. 2. 3. Herod killed James the brother of John
with the {word ; and becaufe he faw it pleafed the
Jews, he proceeded further to take Peter alfo. vil
59Rev. i, 13. Thou haft not denied my faith, even
in thofe days wherein Antipas was my faithtul mar-
tyr. xil, 11, 1°Pet, 1v. 12,

Jefus warned his difciples of the perfecutions
which would come upon them, by imprilonment,

{courging,
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fcourging, and death; and thewed them it was their

duty to bear them, and would 1n the end be their Luke xiv. 27.
happinefs to do fo; accordingly we find the apoftles

beaten, Peter imprifoned, Paul ftoned, Stephen and

James killed, as many others weie alio : yet none of

thefe things moved them to forfake the truth.

§. 73. Peter’s fufferings.

Jobn xiii. 36. Whither I go thou canft not fol-
low me now, but thou thalt follow me afterward.

xxi. 18, When thou fhalt be old, thou fhalt
ftretch forth thy hands, and another fhall eird thee,
and carry thee whither thou wouldft not.

2 Pet. i. t4. Knowing that fhortly I muft put off

this my tabernacle even as our Lord Jefus Chrift
hath fhewed me,

—~—Ignat, ad Tars. 1. Peter was crucified.
Origen in Genes. 1, At laft being at Rome he
was crucified with his head downward, chufing fo

to fuffer. Euf, Hift, Eccl. ui. r,

Eufeb. Hift, Eccl. ii. 25, They relate that Peter
was crucified by him. (Nero.)

Jefus, both before and after his reforreion, told
Peter he thould fuffer for him, and defcribed if to
be by crucifixion; and he probably warned him of

it again when the time approached. He was ac-
cordingly crucified at Rome by Nero,

§. 74. That many would fail in time of perfecution.

Mat. xu1. 20. 21. He that received the feed into
ftony places, the fame is he that heareth the word,
and anon with joy receveth 1t ; yet hath he not rooc
in bumlelf, but dureth for a while, for when tri-
bulation or perfecution arifeth becaufe of the word,
by and by he is oftended. Mat. iv. 17.

xxiv, to. Then fhall many be offended, and fhall

betray one another, and fhall hate one another.
Mar, xiii, 12,

——Alts



Rev. 1i, 13.

26

[ 80 ]
s — Alts xxvi. 11. I punifhed them oft in every
fynagogue, and compelled them to blafpheme,

2 Tim. iv. 10. Demas hath forfaken me, having
loved this prefent world. 16. 1. 15.

Plin, Epift. x. g7. It 1s certain that the temples
lately almoft deferted begin to be frequented; and
the folemn rights long intermitted to be repeated.

Though many Chriftians {ftood firm againft fuf-
ferings, Jefus faid all would not have that fteadinefs,
but would fail in time of perfecution ; {o Paul fays
fome did in his time, and Pliny that the perfecution
brought many back to the temples who had forfaken

them. Such were the /apfed fo often mentioned by
the old Chiiltian writers.

§. 75 Cafting off the Jews, and receiving in the
Genules.

Mat. xx. 16, So the laft fhall be firlt, and the
firlt laft.

Luke xiv. 23, 24. Go out into the highways and
hedges, and compel them to come in that my houle
may be filled ; for I fay unto you, that none of thole
men which were bidden fhall talte of my fupper.
Mat, xxit. 8. wviil. 11, 12.

Mat. xxi. 41, 43. He will miferably deftroy thofe
wicked men, and will let out his vineyard to other
hufbandmen, which fhall render him the fruits in
their feafons.——The kingdom of Gud f{hall be
taken from you, and given to a nation bringing forth
the fruits thereof. Mar, xi. g. Luk, xx. 16.

A&s xxii. 21. Depart, for I will fend thee far
hence unto the Gentiles. xxvi. 17.

——xiii, 46. It was neceflary that the word of God
fhould firft have been {poken to you, but {ecing ye
put it from you, and judge yourfclves unworthy of
everlafting life, lo, we turn to the Gentiles. xviit. 6.

xxviil. 28. Be it known—unto you, that the {alva-
tion of God is fent unto the Genuues, and that they
will hear it.

Rom.
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Rom. xi. 7, 11. Ifracl hath not obtained that
which he feeketh for, but the eletion hath obtained
it.——Through their fall falvation is come unto the
Gentiles. 17, 19, 235, o 1
That the Gentiles thould be converted is often 104
mentioned in the Old Teftament; but that the Jews
fhould be caft off 1s little fpoken of: Iaiah, how-
ever, once mentions it when he fays, ¢ The Lord
¢ God fhall flay thee, and call his fervants by ano- 1, xy. ; 3
¢ ther name; and John the baptift hints the {ame,
¢ faying, God would fooner raife up children to
¢ Abraham olit of the ftones than fave wicked Jews.’ Luk, iii. 8;
Jefus told the Jews, and elpecially a little before
his death, what Iiaiah had before hinted ar, that be-
caufe of their unfruitfulneis they thould be no longer
the people of God, but the Gentiles fhould be re-
¢ceived in; and he mentioned this both in plaia
words and 1n parables. So dfter his alcenfion the
apoftles preached the Gofpel firft to the Jews, and
when they refufed it, then to other nations alfo, great
numbets of whom believed : many of the Jews alfo
were baptized and fo tecame the people of Gody
yet no longer as Jews but as Chniftians.

§. 76. The deftruction of Jerufalem.

Luke xix..27. Thofe mine enemies which would
not that I fhould reigir over them, bring hither and
flay them before me.

Mat, xxii. 7. The king was wroth, and he fent forth
his armies, and deftroyed thofe murderers, and burnt
up their aty. Mar. xn. .

Luke xuit. 34, 75. O Jerufalem, Jerufalem,~be-
hold your houfe 1s left unto you defolate, Mat, xxiii,
38.  Joh. tv, 21,

X1%. 435 44. The days Thall come upori thee that
thine enemies fhall eaft a trench adout thee, and

compals thee round, and keep thee in on every fide,
and fhall lay thee even with the ground, and thy

G children
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children within thee ; and they fhall not leave in thee
one ftone wupon another., xxi. 6, Mat. xxiv. 2,
Mar. xiii. 2.

Luke xxi. 20, 24. When ye fhall fee Jerufalem
compafied with armies, then know that the defola-
tion thereof is nigh. They fhall fall by the edge
of the fword, and fhall be led away captive into ail
nations, and Jerufalem fhall be trodden down of
the Genttles until the times of the Gentles be ful-
filled. Mat. xxiv. 13,

—— Joleph. War, VL, iv, 7. Cafar could not re-
ftrain the rage of the furious foldiers, and the fire
increafed.——One of thole who entered when Czfar
haftened to reftrain the foldiers, cafting fire on the

hinges of the gate in the dark, fuddenly a fire broke
out from within, the officers retired with Cafar, and

none hindered thofe without from firing it, and thus
the Temple was burnt againft Czfar’s mind,

ix, 2, Cafar ordered the armed only to be killed,
and the reft to be taken alive; but they killed alfo
the old and weak.——Fronto flew all the feditious
and robbers; chufing out the talleft and handfomeft
youths, he referved them for the triumph 5 and Ti-
tus {ent the reft who were above 17 years old, bound
to the mines in Egypt ; and prefented many to the
provinces to be flain on the theatres with the {word
and wild beafts ; and thofe under 17 were fold.

3. The number of all the captives taken in the

whole war was 97,000, and of thofc who perifhed
i the whole fiege 1,100,000,

VI, 1. 1. Cefar ordered the whole city and tem-
ple to be deftroyed, leaving the fineft towers Phafa-
-elus, Hippicus, and Mariamne, and the wall round
the weft-fide of the city ; this to be a camp for the
foldiers left in garrifon, and the towers to {hew what
and how fortified a city the Roman valour had fub-

dued ; the reft of the city they fo levelled with the
4 ground,
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ground, that it could {¢arce be believed ‘that 1t had
ever been inhabited. | A

- Jefus both i parables and plain words' foretold
that Jerufalem fhould be utterly deftroyed, the peo-
ple flain, the land defolated, and thofe who were not
killed carried capuive ; fo that the land {hould .nqt
be fo much pofieffed by, as trodden down of th¢
Gentiles, who would long retain it. And Joféphus’s
account is, that the temple was burnt, and the peo-
ple flain, by the unreftrained fury of the foldiers,
contrary to Titus’s orders; mulutades perithed 1n
the fiege, many were taken captives, of which {fome
were fent to various places to be killed in the
games, and the reft made flaves ; and the city o

deftroyed, that, according to Jefus’s defcription of
it, one ftone was not left upon another.

CHAP X
Prophecies of Things fiill futire. ‘

§. 77. His future Kingdom.

Luke ¥x. 17, 18. The ftone which the builders
rejelted, the fame is become the head of thé corner.
Whofoever thall fall upon that ftone fhall be broken,

but on whomfoever it fhalt fall it will grind him to
powder. Mat, xx1 42.

xxil. 29, 30. I appoint unto you a kingdom as
my Father hath appointed unto me. “That ye may
eat and drink at my table in my kingdom, and fit
on thrones judging the ewelve tribes of Iirael. Mat.
xix, 28. Mar. x. 4o.

Rev, il 26, He that overcometh and keepeth my

works unto the end, to him will I give power over
the nations. _

G2 Rev,
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Rev. xi. 1 g. The kingdoms of this world are be-

€ome the kingdors of our Lord and of his Chrif,
and he fhall reign fur ever and ever. xii. 10.

" v. 10, Thou haft made us unto our God kings

4nd priefts, and we fhall reign on the earth.

" XX, 4, 5. They lived and reigned with Chrift

a thoufand years. But the reft of the dead lived

not again until the thoufand yéars were finithed :
this 1s the (i ft refurrection. -

Thai before the end of the world the kingdom o
Chrift would be further fpread, his dominion more
exprefs, and his laws better obeyed than at prefent,
15 mentioned not only here, but more fully 1n the

prophets.  Some of the exalted defcriptions of it

are perhaps figurative; but the general truth is
frequently mentioned; and that the apoftles, by
means of the firft refurretion, would be concerned
in it, As this chapter relates to things future, I

.cannoty as I have hitherto done, fhew how 1t has

been fulfilled ; but having quoted the prophecy,
fhew how the difciples underftood 1ty or what further
they fay about it : fo we find here that they are zhe
kingdoms of this world which become the kingdoms
of Chrift, that the dilciples will reign with him on
the earth, and this 1s exprelsly before the general re-

furreition. |

§. 78. The fuddennefs of his coming;

Mat. xxiv. 38, 39. Asin the days that were be-
fore the flood, they were eating and drinking, mar-
rying and giving in marriage, until the day that
Noah entered into the ark, and knew not untill the
flood came and took them all away; fo fhall alfo
the coming of the Sorr of Man be. Luke xvi 26,
28, |

Mar. x1ii. 32. Of that day and that hour knoweth
no man, no not the angels which are in heav
neither the Son, but the Father. Math, xxiv. 36.k

| Luke
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Luke xx1. 3¢. As a fnare fhall it come on all
them that dwell on the face of the whole earth.
24 Mat. xxiv. 50.

Mat. xxv. 13. Watch therefore, for ye know
neither the day nor the hour wherein the Son of
Man cometh. 6. Mar, xiit. 35. Luke x11, 40. xx1.

6 .
: Rev. nt. 2. If therefore thou fhalt not watch, I
will come on thee as a thief, and thou fhalc not
know what hour I will come upon thee. xvi. 13,
Mat. xxiv. 43. Luke xi. 38.

2 Pet, . 10, The day of the Lord will come
as a thief 1n the night.

1 Thel. v. 2, 3. The day of the Lord fo cometh
as a thief in the night: for when they fhall fay
“ Peace and fafety,’ then fudden deftruétion cometh
upon them.

The coming of Chrift to judgment is always de-
fcribed as being very fudden 5 as a nare, as a thief
in the night, at unawares, &c. Though Noah had
been a preacher of righteoufnefs, and warned men 2 Pet, ii. g,
of the coming of the flood 120 years beforehand, Gen. vi. 3.
yet the unbelieving world was as much furprized by
it as if no warning had been given; {o were they
al{o at Sodom. The fame will be allo the cale at
the end of the world : though the well-difpofed may
view with comfort the figns of its approach; yetLukexxi. 28,
when the wicked and unthinking are mn their full
fecurity, the fign of the Son of Man in heaven, Mat.xxiv.30.
coming with power and great glory, will make the
greateft mourn, and want to hide themfelves from Rev. vi. 15,
his wrath, The defign of often mentioning the
fuddennefs of it, and the inference our Saviour and
his apoftles draw from 1t, is to warn men to watch z Cor. v. 11,
and be always ready, that they may not be furprized

in f{in either by death or judgment, for men are too
apt to be off their guard.

G3 € 79.
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§. 79. The general refurre&ion,

John vi. 40. That every one which feeth the Son
and believeth on him may have everlalting hfe, ind

I will raife him wp at the lalt day. v, 210 xi, 24,

v. 25, 28, 29. The hour is coming, and
now 1s, when the dead fhall hear the voice nf the
Son of God; and they that hear (hall hve ——
All that are In the graves thail hear his voice, and
fhall come forth.

Mat. xxv. 31, 32. The Son of Man——fhall [it

upon the throne of his glory ; and before him fhall
be gathered all nations.

——Adts xx1v. 15, Having hope toward God—-—=
that there fhallvbe a refurreion of the dead, both
of the juft and unjuft,

1 Cor. xv. 13, 20. If there be no refurreftion of
the dead, then 1s Chrift not nifen ;—but now 1s Chrift
rifen from the dead, and become the firflt fruits of
them that flept. 1. Thef. iv. 14,

52, The trumpet (hall found and the dead fhall
be raifed incorruptible. 54. 1 Thef. iv, 16.

Rev. xx. 12, 13. 1 {aw the dead fmall and great
ftand before God.——The fea gave up the dead
which were in it, and death and hades delivered up
the dead which were 1n them.

The time will come in which all mankind of
every age and nation will be raifed again from the
dead by the power of the Son of God and be g3-
thered togetier before him.  This the apoi’cle men-
tions to be as certatn as that Chrift himfelf was
raifed., And an aweful ume 1t will be, for which
we {hould diligently prepare; when Chnft who
came before in a Jowly ftate, fhall come again in
the glory of his father, attended by the holy angels,
and by the voice of the archangel and the trumpet
of God, all who flecp in the duft of the earth, an-
cient and modern, Heathen, Jew, and Chriftian, be-
lievers and mﬁdels, areat and {mall, nch and poor,

the
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the righteous and the wicked, thall come forth out

of their graves, and be brought to appear before
theur judgt:. *

§. 80. His future judgment.

John v, 22, The Father judgeth no man; but
hath committed 2l judgment un:o the Son. 27.

Mat. xvi. 27. The Son of Man fhall come in the 113
glory of his Father with bis angels, and then he
fhall reward every mun accordmg to his works. Jchn
Xil. 48 Rev., xxi1. 12.

xxiv. 30, 31. Then fhall appear the fign of the
Son of Man in heaven ; and then fhall all the tribesgey, vi, 17,
of the earth mourn; and they fhall fee the Son of
Man coming in the clouds of heaven, with power 112
and great glory And he fhall fend his angels with
a great found of a trumpet, and they fhall gather
together his eleft from the four winds, from one
end of heaven to the other, xxvi. 64, Latke xxi,
265 27,

Xxv. 34, 41. Then fhall the king {1y unto them
on his right hand, ¢ Come ye blefled of my Father, 116
* inherit the kmcrdom prepared for you from the
¢ foundation of the world’——Then fhall he fay

alfo unto them on the left hand, ¢ Depart from me
“ ye curfed into everlafting fire, prepared for the
¢ devil and his angels.’

xili. 30, 40—43. In the time of harveft I will
fay to the reapers, © Gather ye together firft the
¢ tares, and bind them in bundles to burn them,
¢ but gather the wheat into my barn.’~~—So fhall
it be in the end of this world, the Son of Man fhall
fend forth his angels, and they {hall gather out of
his kingdom all things that ofiend, and them which
do iniquity, and thall caft them into a furnace of
fire, there fhall be wailing and gnafhing of teeth.

Then fhall the righteous thine forth as the {un in
the kingdom of their Father, 49. Rev, xiv, 135, 18,

G 4 John
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John v, 29. They that have done good unto the
(15 refurreftion of Jife; and they that have done evil
unto the refurreétion of damnation.
——ACts xvit. 31. He hath appointed a day in the
which he wi]} judge the world in righteoulnefs, by
that man whom he hath ordained. x. 42. Rom, it
16. 2 Tim. iv. 1.

Rev. 1. 7, Behold he cometh Wlth clouds, and
every cye (hall fee him,

2 Cor. v. to. We muft all appear before the
judgment feat of Chrift, thar every one may receive
the things done 1n his body, accordmg to that he
hath done, whether it be good or bad.” Rom. xiy.
10. 1. 6,

Rev. xx. 12, The dead were judged out of thofe
things which were written in the books, accordmg
to their works.

" The defign of raifing up the dead again, is ehat

they may be brought before the throne of Chrift,

}13  ‘who is appointed by God the judge of all men, and
" who, according to their works, which are, as it were,
recorded before God, will feparate the righteous,
whom he will take up into happinels, from the
wicked, whom he will calt into punithment.  The
fo]cmmty of that great day, in the glory and at-
tendance of the Judge, from whom the greateft: can-

- pot efcape, nor the craftieft deceive ; the multitudes

who will be brought before him, whﬂm every eye
that ever lived {hall fee ; the awfulne(s of the judge-

ment, when all men muft olve an account of il

their actions ; the hopes of the righteous, who will

then look vp and lift up therr heads, for their re-
Fuke xxi. 28.demption draweth nigh;  and the terfor of the
' wicked, who"will be felf. condemned, their hearts

2 6 failing thém for fear; the exceeding great rewards,
and the terrible pun1fnmcnts which will then be
impartially diftributed, according to every one’s yuft
deferts ; dre by the fcrlptures very fully and affet‘t-
;rgly fet forth;
. CHAP

!
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CHAUP, Xl
The Mefliah’s Sufferings.

§ 81. His coming to Jerufalem, confultation againft

him, his bemtr fold, his difciples {cattered, and
his filence.

Zech. ix. g. Rejoice greatly, O daughter of Zion,
thout, O daughter of Jerufalem; behold thy king
cometh unto thee, he is juft and having falvation,
lowly and riding upon an afs, and upon a colt the
fole of an afs.

Pf. 1. 2. The kipgs of the earth ftand up, and
the rulers take counlel together againit the Lord,
and againft his Mefiah.

xli. 9. Mine own familiar friend 1n whom I
trufted, which did eat of my bread, hath lifted up
his heel againft me.

Zech. x1. 12, 13. They weighed for my price I
thircy pieces of [ilver, and the Lord faid unto me,

¢ Caft it unto the potter:’ a goodly price that I was
prized at'of them. And I took the thirty pieces
of filver and calt them to the porter -in the
Houfe of the Lord.

xiii, 7. Smite the fhepherd, and the fheep fhall
be fcatcered.

If. liti. 7. He was opprefled, and he was afflicted,
yet he opened not his mouth ; he 1s brought as a
lamb to the f{laughter, and as a fheep before her
fhearers 1s dumb, fo he openeth not his mouth.
——Mat, xxi. 7, 4, 5. They brought the afs and
the colt, and put on them their cloaths, and they
fer him thereon,——It was {poken by the prophet,
faying, ¢ Tell ye the daughter of Sion, ¢ Behold
¢ thy king cometh unto thee, meek and fitting up-
“ on an afs, and a colt the fole of an afs. John
:-ul. I 5. ‘

Acts

53

57
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Aéts v. 27, Againft thy holy child Yefus whom
thou haft anointed, borth Herod and Pont:us Pilate,
with the Gentiles and the people of lrael, were ga-
thered together. John xi. 47. Luke xxiii. 11, Mar,
xv. 15, Mat. xxvin 1,

Mat. xxvi. 5-. They co.enanted with him (Fu-
das) tor thirty pieces of fiver,

47, 49. Judas one of the twelve came, and
with him a great multitude.—-—And forthwith he
came to Jelus and faid, ¢ Hail mafter,” and kiffed
him.

xxvil. 4, 7. He caft down the pieces of filver in
the temple.~And the chief priefts took counfel,
and bought with them the potrer’s field. Adts 1. 18,

~xxvl. 56. All the difciples forfook him and fled.
Mark xiv. s50.

Luke xxiil. g. (Before Herod) He queftioned with
him 1n many words, but-he anfwered him nothing
(the High priefis). Mar. xiv. 61. (Pilate) Matth.
XXVil. 12. ,

The prophecies mention that the Meffiah fhould
ride to Jerufalem on an afs; that Kings and rulers
fhould confult together to deftroy him; that
one of his friends fhould betray him to his
enemies for a reward, the fum is fixed, that it {hould
be given to the potter, and that done in the temple;
that on his apprehenfion his difciples would be dif-
perfed, and he himfelf filent before his judges.

We find in- the gofpel that Jelus fent for an afs,
aefcribing where and how it fhould be found, he
rode on 1t to Jerufalem, and the prophecy thereby
fulfilled is referred to; it was the chiet priefts who
contfived, byt I'ilute and Hered, the Jews and Gen-
tiles; all concuryed in confulting his death; Judas,
out of vcxatiop dt being reproved, and for a re-
ward, betrayed his mafter, and, when repenting too
late, he'returned the money in the temple, it was

given for the potter’s ficld, which, from that, and
“perhaps from Judas putting himfelf to death in i,

Wwas
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was called the Field of Blood: ‘The difciples all for-
fook Jefus when he was feized ; and he knowing
his accofers did not feek the truth, but a pretence

1o condemn him, refufed to fpeak both before the
high prieft, Herod, and Pilate,

§. 82, Mocking, both before and after his Cruci-

fixion,

If.1. 6. T gave my back to the fmiters, and my
cheeks to them that plucked off the hair, I hid not
my face from fhame and {pitting.

Pf, xxil. 7, 8, 17. All they that {ee me laugh me

to fcorn; they fhoot out the lip, they (hake the
head, faying, ¢ He trufted on the Lord that he
¢ would deliver him, let him deliver him freing
¢ he delighted in him,’—~—They look and ftare
upon me,
——Luke xxil. 63—65. (4s the High-prieff's) The
men that held Jefus mocked him and {mote him;
and when they had blind-folded him, they ftruck
him on the face, and afked him, faying, ¢ Prophefly
¢ who is it that {mote thee?” And many other
things blafphemoufly {pake they againft him.
Mark xiv. 65,

xxiit. 11. (At Herod’s) Herod with his men of

war fet him at nought, and mocked him, and ar-
rayed him 1n a gorgeous robe, and fent him again
to Pilate.

Matt. xxvii. 28-—30. (At Pilate’s) The foldiers
ftripped him, and put on him a {carlet robe, and
when they had platted a crown of thorns, they put
it upon his head, and a reed in his right hand, and
they bowed the knee betore him, and mocked him,
faying, ¢ Hail, king of the Jews;’ and they ipit
u:on him, and took the reed and {mote him on
the head. John xix. 2.

39—173. (At the Crofs) They that paffed by re-
viled him, wagging their heaas and laying, ¢ Thou
| ¢ that
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¢ that deftroyeft the temple, and buildeft it in three
¢ days, fave thylelf; if thou be the Son of God,
¢ come down from the crofs,” Likewife alio the
chief pricfts mockmg him, with the fcribes and
elders, faid, ¢ He faved mhcrs, himfelf he cannot
¢ fave: if he be the king of Ifrael, let him now
¢ come down from the cmls, and we will believe
¢ him: He trufted in God, let him deliver him
“ now if he will have him.” Luke xxiii. 35.
David and Ifaiah both mention that the Mefliah
fhould be grolsly mocked and abufed; and we
find In the Gofpel that 1t was fo done in four dif-

ferent places ; and by the chief priefts at the crofs
almoft 1n the very words of the 22d Pfalm,

§. 83. His fufferings and death.

Gen. 1il. 15, It (hall bruife thy head, and thou
fhalt bruajle his heel.

Pf, xxit. 11, 13, 15, 16. Be not fgr from me,
for trouble 1s near, for there is none to help.—
They gaped upon me with their mouths as a
I'&VEIIIHU and a roaring llon,——-Thou haft brought
me 1nto thc duft of death.—The affcmbly of the
wicked have enclofed me.

If, li. 314. His vifage was fo marred more than
any .man, and his form more than the {ons of

men.

Y. 5, 7, 8, 10, 12. He was wounded for our
tranfgreffions ; '—He was opprefled and he was af-
flited ;—He 1s brought as a lamb to the flaughter;
—He was taken frorn pnfon and from judgment;
—He was cut off out of the land of the living ;—
It pleafed the Lord to bruife him, he hath pyt
him to grief ;—Fe hath poured out his foul unto

death.
| an 1x. 26, The Mefliah fhall be cut off.

_”“Mat‘
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imMat, xxvii. 26. Pilate, when he had fcourged
Jefus, delivered him to be crucified. Mark xv. 5.
John xix, 16, ~

Luke xxii. 33, When they were come to the
place which is called Calvary, there they crucified
him and the malefators. John xix. 18. Mat.
XXvil, 35,

Mark xv. 46, (Fefeph of Arimathea) wrapped
him in the linen, and laid him 1n a fepuichre,
Mat. xxvii. 6o. John xix. g0.

Luke xxiv. 26, Ought not Chrift to have fuf-
fered thefe things, and to enter into his glory
445 46. Alls xvil. 3,

A&s iii. 18. Thofe things which God before
had fhewed by the mouth fg all his prophets, that
Chnft fhould fuffer, he hath fo fulﬁlled i, 23

1 Pet, 1. 11.- The {pirit of Chril’c-—-te{iiﬁed be-
forechand the fufferings of Chrift, and the glory
which fhould follow, Aéts xxvi, 23.

The punifhment threatened to the ferpent, at
the fall of man, contains a diftant and obfcure hint
of the fufferings of Chrilt, which is more clearly
related in the Pfalms, Ifaiah, and Daniel; who
mention his afking affiftance of God againit the
fiercenefs of the people toward him ; his oppreffion,
afftictions, Judgment wounds, and gnef his bema
cut off, refigning his foul, and being brought down
into the duft, So we ﬁnd that Pllate, to pleafe the
people, fcourged and condemned him, that he was
crucified, and Jofeph buried him. ]efus, by re-
peating part of the 22d Pfalm during his fuffer-
Ings, referred the fcribes to what was there fore-
told ; and the apoftles {peak of thefe things as a
tulfilling of the prophecies.

§. 84. By crucifixion,

f Pf, xxii. 16, They pierced my hands and my
cct,

Zech.
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Zech. xii. 10. They fhall look upon me whom
they have pierced.
——Als i1, 23. Him—Dby wicked hands ye have
crucified and flain.

Phil. ii. 8. He became obedient unto death,
even the death of the crofs.

John xix. 34, 3°« One of the foldiers, with a
{pear, pierced his fide, and forthwith came there-
out blood and water.—Another fcripture faith,
¢ They fhall look on him whom they pierced.’

Rev. 1. 7. Every eye (hall fee him; and they alfo

~ which pierced him.

The death of the Meffiah was td be by piercing
his hands and his feet, that is, by crucifying : the
foretelling this is the more remarkable; as that
was a punithment unknown to the prophets, being
a Roman, not a Jewith practice. And it was
brought about by his being delivered into the hands
of the Gentiles, as Jefus himfelf {aid he fhould be.
His fide was alfo pierced by a fpear, and by blood
and water coming out, his death was more fully
proved ; for it fhewed that his heart was pierced,
and that he had been then fo long dead, that the

parts of his blood were already feparated.

§. 85. Giving vinegar and gall, 'par'ting his gar-
ments, reckoning with the tranfgreffors, and bu-
rying with the rich.

Pf. Ixix. 23. They gave me allo gall for my
meat, and in my thirlt they gave me vinegar to
drink.

Pf, xxil, 18, They part my garments among
them, and caft lots upon my vefture, |

If. lit. 12. He was numbered with the tranf-
greflors.

Numb. ix. 12. They fhall not break any bone
of it. Ex. xi. 46. -

H. 1. 9. He made his grave with the wicked,
and with the rich in his death,

W —— Mat-
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——Mat. xxvii. 24. They gave him vinegar to
drink mingled with gall, and when he had tafted
thercof he would not drink. Mark xv. 23. .

John xix. 28—30. Jefus—that the Scripture
might be fulfilled, faith, ¢I thirft.’—They filled 4
fpunge with vinegar.—When Jefus therefore had
received the vinegar, he faid, ¢It is finithed.’
Mat. xxvit. 48. -

23, 24. The foldiers when they had crucified
Jefus, took his garinents, and made four parts, to
every loldier a part, and alfo his coat; now the
coat was witnout {eam, woven from the top through-
out, They faid therefore among themlelves, ¢ Let
 us not rend it, but caft lots for it whofe it fhall
‘ be;’ that the Scripture might be fulfitled, which
faith, ¢ They parted my raiment among them, and
¢ for my velture they did caft lots.” Mark xv. 24.

Mark xv. 27, 28. With hin they crucify, two
thieves, the one on his right Hand, and the other
on his left. And the Scripture was fulfilled, which
faith, ¢ And he was numbered with the tranf-
¢ greflors.” John xix, 18, Mat. xxvii. 38, Luke’
XXl 37,

John x1x. 33, 36. They brake not his legs,—
that the Scripture fhould be fulfilled, ¢ A bone of
 him fhall not be broken.’

Mat. xxvii. 57, 58, 60. A rich man of Arimathea
named Jofeph,—begeed the body of Jefus,~and
laid it in his own new tomb. John xix. 38. Luke
XXl 53. |

As the Pfalms foretell the circum{tance of giving
him vinegar and gall, fo the Goipel mentions 1t as
done both before his crucifixion, and while he was
on the crofs, That the foldiers fhould divide hs
cloaths among them, but caft lots for his coar, is
recorded as foretold by the Plalms, and as fulfilled
tn the Gofpel, The command given not to break
a bone of the Pafchal Lamb, was by.the providence
of God true alfo of the Meiliah. He was m.un(-:-I

bere
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bered with the tranfereffors when he was cri¢ified
between them, as if he had been fuch an oné as
they, and buried with the rich when he was laid in
Joleph’s own new tomb.

§. 86, His truft in God.

I, 1. 7, 9. The Lord God will help me, there-
fore fhall I not be confounded; therefore have I
fet my face like a flint, and I know that I fhall not
be afhamed.——Behold the Lord God will help
me : who 15 he that thall condemn me?

Pf. xxii. g, 19, 21, 22. Thou didft make me
hope when | was upon my mether’s breafts.—Be
not thou far from me, O Lord, O my ﬂrength
hafte thee to help me.—Save me from the lion’s
mouth, for thou haft heard me from the horns of
the unicorns. I will declare thy name unto my
brethren; 1n the midit of the congregation will 1
praife thee.

xvi, 8—10. I have fet the Lord always before
me; becaufe he 1s at my right-hand, I fhall not be
moved ; therefore my heart 1s glad, and my glory
rejoiceth ; my fleth 2lfo fhall rel% in ho e ; tor thou
wilt not leave my {oul in the ftate of me dead, nel-

ther wilt thou fuffer thine holy one to fee corrup-
tion. Acts ti. 26.

——Mat, xxvl. 53, 54. Thinkeft thou that I can-
not now pray to my Father, and he fhall prefently
give me more than twelve legions of angels? but

how then fhall the Scnpturf:s be fulfilled that thus
it muft be?

Mar. xiv, 36. Abba father, all things are pof-
fible unto thee; take away this cup from me, ne-
verthclcfs, not what [ will, but what thou wilt.
Mat. xxvi. 39. Luke xxii, 42.

Mat., xxvil. 41, 43 'The chief- priclts mocls..mé-—
f.ud —¢ He trufted in God, let him deliver him

¢ nowW
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¢ now if he will have him, for he faid, ¢ I am the
“ Son of God.”

Heb. v. 7. Who in the days of his fleth, when
he had offered up prayers and fupplications, with
ftrong crying and tears, unto him that was able to
fave him from death, and was heard in that he
~ feared.

The Son of God when on earth knew well the
power of God to fave him, and trufted to it from
his birth, and under all his perfecutions; and gave
praife to.God on the profpect of his deliverance,
One great trult of his was, that though, according
to the prophectes, he muft be killed, yet that God
would fpeedily raife him again, So alfo in the
Gofpels; God could deliver him from all his ene-
mies; and he trufted he would do {o when what
had been foretold was fulfilled. The chief-priefts
knew and teftified his truft in God ; yet, not un-
derftanding the prophecies, they thought him
neglected of God when they had crucified him,

C H A P XIL

His rifing and exaltation, and the be-
nefit of his coming and death,

§. 87. His rifing again.

S. litt. 10. When thou fhalt make s foul an

offering for fin,—he fhall prolong his days.

Pf. xvi. 9, 10. My flefh alfo fhall reft in hope.
For thou wilt not leave my foul in the feparate

ftate, neither wilt thou fuffer thine holy one to {ee
COrruption.

H —Alls
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——A&s il. 31. (David) fpake before of the ré.
furrection of Chrift, that his foul was not left in
the feparate ftate, neither did his flefh. fee corrup-
tion, Xiit, 35,

1 Cor. xv. 4. He rofe agan the third day ac-
cording to the Scriptures. Acts xii. 33. XVii. 2.

Mat. xxviit. 7. Tell his difciples that he is rifen
from the dead, and behold he goeth befere you
into Galilee. 10, DMar, xv1, 7. As he faid unto
you,

t Cor. zv. 5, 6, He was feen of Cephas, then
of the twelve; after that he was feen of above five
hundred brethren at once.

Luke xxiv. 39, 43. Behold my hands and my
feet that it is I myfelf, handle me and fee, for a
{pirit hath not fleth and bones as ye fee me have,—
And he did eat before them. John xx. 20, 27.

Adts xit, 31, He was feen many days of them

which came up with him from Galilee to Jerufalem,
who are his witnefles unto the people.

Ifatah foretclls; that though the Mefliah fhould
die, vet his days fhould be lengthened afterward ;
and David, that he fhould rife again Lefore his
body was corrupted This the apoltles take notice
was fulhlled when Chrift rofe from the dead the
third day : an angel fent the furlt mellage o his
difciples that he was nilen, ond they fhould fee him
as he himfelr had faid 3 wihich accerdingly many
did, both alone and m compary : Jefus bid them
taie notice, that it was he bhuniell they faw, and
not an unbodied ipirit,  Accordingly when, by his
forty days continuance with them, they were all
fully fatished and iaftruéted by him, they went
every where boldly wituefling his refurreCiion at the
hazard of their lives,

<. 88,
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§. 88. The firft who thould rife.

~ A&s xxvi, 23, That Chrift—fould be the firft
that fhould rife from the dead.

Mat. xxvil. 52; 53. Many bodies of the faints
which {lept arole, and came out of the graves after
bis refurreliion.

Col. 1. 18. The firft-born from the dead, that in
all things he might have the pre-emmence.,

Rev. 1. 5. Jefus Chrift—the firft begotten of the
dead, -

1 Cor. xv. 20. Now 1s Chnft nfen from the
dead, and become the firft fruits of them that
flept. 273,

As the Son of God was before all, Jefore the 6
world was 3 and above all, in glory with the Fatbers
fo he retained his pre-eminence in being the firft
who rofe from the dead. JFor he was not like
thole whom Elijah, &c. rafed, who had only a
fhort reprieve from death, and fell into it again.
But the Mefliah rofe again to die no more, and en-gom, vi. g,
tered into that everlafting life which he premifed
to his faithtul followers ; and was himlielf the firit

example of 1t, and the earneft, that every man in
his own order fhould rife again as he had done.

+

I CGI.XV- 23!

§* 89. His afcenfion,

Pf. Ixviit. 18. Thou haft afcended on high, thou
haft led captivity captive, thou haft received gifts
for men, Lph. iv. 8. Gave gifts unto men.

John m., 13. No man bath afcendcd up to hea-
ven, but he that came down from hieaven,

xiit. 3. Jefus knowing—that he was come from
God, and went to God.

—~—Luke xxiv. 51. While he blefled them, he was 67
parted from them, and carried up mnto heaven.
Mar, xvi, 19. Adls 1. 9.

H 2 1 Pet.
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1 Pet. 1ii. 22, Jefus Chrift; who is gone into hea-

ven, and 1s on the right hand of God. 1 SRTHN
i, 16

Heb. vi. 20. The fore-runner is for us entered,
even Jefus.

The Meffiah who came down from heaven, went
up thither again; and by his afcenfion was declared
to be the Son of God with power, triumphed
over the devil, and received gifts from God to
beftow on man; fo that both ‘the readings, that

03 he received and gave gifts, were true. The apof-
tles were to be witnedes of his alcenfion; therefore
it was done leifurely before them, that they might
fee it diftinétly, At his entering into heaven he
was invefted with power more fully ; and is entered
for us, as our fore-runner, firft fruits, and earnelt,
that all his true difciples thall do fo too.

§. 9o. His exaltation.

If. Ii. 13. My {ervant—ifhall be exalied, and
extolled, and be very high.

lit, 12. I will divide him a portion with the
great.

Pf. i1. 6, I have fet my King upon my ho]y hill
of Sion.
cx. 1. The Lord faid unto my Lord, © Sit thou

¢ at my right hand until I make thine enemies thy
¢ footltool,” Adls 11, 34. Heb. 1. 13.

If. iz. 7. Of the increafe of his government and
peace there fhall be no end.
~——Alts v. 31. Him hath God exalted with his
right hand to be a prince and a faviour. i 33.
Eph. 1. 20,

Mat, xxvui. 18. All power is given unto me in

heaven and in earth. Heb. i1, 8. John iii, 35.
1 Cor, xv, 27.

1 Pet,
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1 Pet. iil. 22. Is on the right hand of God, an-
gels, and authorities, and powers, being made fub-
ject unto him.

Heb. vii. 1. We have fuch an high prieft who
s fet on the right hand of ¢he throne of the ma-
jefty in the heavens. Col. iil. 1.

The prophets fpeak highly of the Meffiah’s be-
ing exalted, fet on God’s right hand, and having
oreat power and authority over all things. And
the New Teftament {peaks of it as fulfilled in Chrift:
He himfelf fays, that all power is given to him;
and the apoftles, that God has exalted him ; he is
next to the throne of God in heaven; and angels,
as well as men, are fubjected to him.

§. g1. Exalied chiefly after, and becaufe of his
fufferings.

If. liit. 12. Therefore will T divide him a portion
with the great, and he fhall divide the {poil with
the {trong, becaule he hath poured out his foul
unto death. 10.

Pf, viir. 5. Thou halt made him a little lower
than the angels, and haft crowned him with glory
and honour. Heb. 1. 7.

——Luke xxiv, 26, Ought not Chrift to have fuf-
fered thefe things, and to enter into his glory? 47.
1 Per. 1. 11,

John v. 27. Hath given him authority to execute
judgment alfo, becaufe he is the Son of Man. |

Phil. 1. 8, g. Being found in fafhion as a man
he humbled bimfelf, and became obedient unto
dedth, even the death of the crofs; wherefore God
allo hath highly exalted him, Aéts it 23.

Heb. 11. 9. We {ee Jefus, who was made a little
lower than the angels for the {uffering of death,
crowned with glory and honour.

Though the Son of God was in glory with the
Father betore the world was, yet his particular ex-

H 3 altation,
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altation, as the head of God’s church on earth, was
after his ncarnation and fufferings, when that
Church was more efpecially eftablifhed in the world,
He was made lower when he took fleth, and again .
exalted when he afcended up to heaven.  Jefus

him{elf mentions that it was neceflary he thould firft
be afited, and then exalted ; he who had been a
man was appointed to be thejudge of men; and
this was the confequence of what he did for the
redemption of mankmd becaufe he had fo greatly
humbled himfelf, he was therefore to be exalted
above all.

See more 1n §, 46.

§. 92. Benefit of his coming, To imflrut and en-
[ghten men.

If. ix. 2. The people that walked in darknefs
have feen a great light; they that dwell in the
land of the thadow of deata, upon them hath the
light thined.

——John xii 46. I am come a light into the
world, that wholoever behieveth on me thould not
abide tn darkrels. vi. 12, 1x. 5.

Luke 1. ;2. A light to lighten the Gentiles.

Alts xxvi. 18, To open their eyes, and to turn
them from darknefs to hght, and from the power
of Satan unto God.

Eph. v. 8. Ye were {ometime darknels, but now
are ye hght in the Lord : walk as children of hght.
14

Ads 11, 26, God having raifed up his fon Jefus,
fent him to blefs you, in turning away every one
of you from his iniquities.

Whatfoever doth make manifeft is ioht,  So Jelus,
who came to make known God’s will, 15 called the
light of the world. That was the defign of his
coming 1nto the world; and he cnhghtene(‘ men
that they might walk as children of light; that

15,
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is, that-forfaking all wickednefs, which are the
works-of darknefs, and knowing the will of God,

they fhould conform to it in ail purity and holi-
nefs.

§. 93.——T0 reconcile men to God and fave them,

. Iix. 20. The redeemer thall come to Zion, and
unto them that turn from trangreflion in Jacob,
—-1 John ni. 5. He was manifeited to wake away
our fins. 1 Tim, 1. 15.

Acts xu1. 38, Through this man 1s preached un-
to you the forgivencfs of fins. John 1. 29.

2 Cor. v. 18. God bhath reconciled us to himfelf
by Jefus Chrift. 1 John iv. 9.

I ph. 1 6. He hath made us accepted in the be-
loved. John xx. 31,

Luke xix. 10. The Son of Man is come to feek
and to fave that which was loft, Mat. xviil. 11.
John it 17.

Gal. iv. 4, 5. God fent forth his fon—that we
might receive the adoption of {ons.

Chrilt came to obtain pardon for paft fins, and
to reconcile thofe men whio forfake them to God,

by forgivenels through him; and to be the Saviour
“and reftorer of God’s loft creatures, who by bhis
heloved Son are again adopted into the family of

God,

3 94+ Beneht of his death, 4 facrifice for fm. |

If. i, 6, 10, 11. 12. The Lord hath laid on
him the iniquity of us all.—~Thou fhalt make his
joul an offering for fin—He fhall bear their iniqui-
ties,.—Iide bare the fin of many, and made inter-
ceflion for the tranfgreflors. 4.

Dan. ix. 24. To make an end of fins, and to
make recenciliation for iniquity. 1 John iv. 1o0.

59

38
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——Eph. v, 2. Chrift hath given himfelf for us,
an offering and a facrifice to God. 2 Cor. v, 21.
Rom. viil. 3.

1 John ii. 2. Ieis the propitiation for our fins.
Rom. ii1. 2.

Heb. ix 14. Chrift, who through the eternal {pi-
rit offered himfelf without fpot to God. 13.

1 Pet. 1, 19. Redeemed—with the precious blood
of Chrift, as of a lamb without blemifh, Rev. v. 6,
xii, 8.

From the time of Adam facrifices had been ap-
pointed, as the means of forgivenefs of fins, and
of reconcilement with God.  So under the Gofpel
God required, before he would pardon fin, a folemn
facrifice to teftity his hatred againft it, and warn
men of the danger of repeating 1. And the offer-
ing he appointed was that of the Son of God on
the crofs, which was the molt precious that can

be,

§e 95——0nce offered.

1 Pet. ut, 18, Chnift hath once fuffered for fins,
the juft for the unjuft. Rom. vi. 1c.

Heb. x. 12. This man after he bad offered one
facrifice for {ins, for ever {at down on the right hand
of God. 10, 14.

1x. 12, Neither by the blood of goats and calves,
hut tv his own blood he entered 1n opce nto the
holy place.

vil. 27, Who needeth not daily, as thofe high-
priefts, to offer up facrifice firft for his own fins,
and then for the people’s; for this he did once
when he offered up himfelf,

ix. 25, 26, Nor yet that he fhould offer himfelf
often, as the high-prieft entereth into the holy place
every year with bleod of others.——DBut now, once
in the end of the world hath he appeared to put
away fin by the facrifice of himflf. 28, -

c
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The Jewifh facrifices were often repeated becaufe
they were impertect, and atonements for fins which
would be often committed. But the {olemn facri-
fice of Chrift, which was one perfect and univerial
atonement, -was not repeated; for when once God
had {o teftified his hatred againft fin, there was no
occafion he fhould do 1t again. It is therefore more
particularly compared to the folemn general facri-
fice made by the high-prieft once only 1n a year, on
the great day of expiation; with which he entered
into the moit holy place, as Chrift after his once
fuffering did into heaven.

§¢ 96.——Pardon of fin.

Dan. ix. 24, To finilh the tranfgreflion, to make
an end of fins, and to make reconciliation for ini-
quity. Heb. ii. 17. 1 Thell. 1. 10.
If, liii. 5. With his ftripes we are healed. Gal.
. 13
---—_j]ohn i. 29. The lamb of God, which taketh
away the {in of the world. Col. 1. 14, z0.
A&sv. 31, To give repentance to Ifracl, and
forgivenels of fins. Heb. 1. 3.
1 Cor. xv. 3. Chrift died for our fins according
to the Scriptures. Rev. v. 9. '
1 Jobn 1. 7. The blood of Jefus Chrift his fon
g¢lcanfeth us from all fin, Rev.1, 5. Mat. xx, 28.
By this facrifice once offered, of Jefus Chrift who
died for us, is obtained the forgivenefs of fins thatpom iii, e,
¢re paft, more generally and effeCtually than by aq i, 5.
the facrifices under the law of Mofes, and for thofe
of all ages, and all parts of the world. He 15 the
I.amb of God, and by his blood men are cleanfed
from fin, and encouraged to repentance.
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e 97.——He died for us.

Dan. ix. 26. The Mefhah fhall be cut oft, but
not for himfelf. Tit, i 14.

If. . 5, 8. He was wounded for our tranfs
greffions, he was bruiled for our miquities, the
chaftifement of our peace was upon him—for the
tranlgreflion of my people was he ftricken, Lph,
V. 25,

Mar. x. 45. The Son of Man came——to give his
Iife a ranfom for many. j Tim, i, 6. Mat xxvi,
28, Gal. 1. 20,

John x. 15. I lay down my life for the fheep. 11,
XV, 13,

xi. 51, 52, He prophefied that Jefus fhould die
for that nation, and not for that nation only. 2 Cor.
v. 15. Heb. 1. 9.

-t Pet. 11, 24, Who his own {elf bare our fins in
his. own body on the tree.

Rom. v, 6. Chrift dicd for the ungodly, 8,
vin 32. 1 Thefl. v, 10.

iv. 25. Who was delivered for our offences, and
was raifed again for our juftification. 1 Cor. xv. 17..

Mankind having (inned were liable to pumthment,
and by the rule of the law, ¢ without thedding of
“ blood there is no remifficn.” The Son of Ged
therefore gave himfelf as a facrifice for men, and
laid down his life a ranfom tor all who would be-
come his difciples: He was cut off, not for his own
fins, for he had none, but for our tranfgreflions;
that by his temporary {ufferings he mightc deliver
man from utter deltruétion. This was the means
God thought fit to appoint for delivering men from
the punithment of their offences,

§. 98.
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§. 98o—~~The means of Salvation, -

Pf. Ixxi1. 17. Men fhall be blefled in him.

If. i, r1. By his knowledge fhall my righteous
fervant jufhfy many.

Dan. ix. 24. To bring in everlafting rwhteouf-
nefs.

——Rom. v, 10. We were reconciled to God by
the death of his Son. 1i. 24. Eph. 1. 6.

Heb. x. 10, We are fanftified through the of
fering of the lﬂody of Jefus. 29. xiii. 12,

t Thefl, v. 9. God “hath not arpointed us to
wrath, but to ubtam Salvation by our Lord ]efus
Chrift, John 1. 16, Rom. v. 9.

Heb. v. 8, 9. He fuffered, and being made per-
foct, he became the author of eternal Salvation 38
unto all them that obey him. ix. i5s.

God would have all men to be [aved, which muft r Tim. iL. 4
be by a good life; and Chrift gave himfelf for usRev.xxi. 27,
that he mlrrht purify to himfelf a peculiar people Tite 11 14
~ealoys of gaad works. The way to make men fo
1s to convince them of the evil of {in; make them
defirous of the future reward, to know the right
way to obtain it, and be willing to pra&ife it. For
this reafon God chofe man fhould be faved through
a Redeemer, that as God would not pardon fin but
on /o folern' a Jacrifice as his death, we might be
fenfible of the neceflity of forfaking it; and that
as we are {aved for. bis fake, we may confefs that
our own works, though neceffary to Salvatton, are
too imperfet to deferve fo great a reward. Men
therefore are blefled 1n the Meffiah, are juftified
and reconciled to God by him, and may through
him obtain eternal Salvation,
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§e 99—=—T0 make men holy. .

Dan. ix. 24. To make reconciliation for iniquity,
and to bring in everlafting righteoufnels.

2 Cor. v, 15. He died for all, that they which
live thould not henceforth live unto themfelves, but
unto him which died for them, Rom, vi. 10—12.

3 Thefl, v. 10.

1 Pet. 11, 24. Who his own felf bare our fins in
his own body on the tree, that we being dead to
fin, fhould live unto righteoufnefs. 1. 18. Gal.
1. 20.

Tit. i, 14. Who gave himfelf for us, that he
might redeem us from all iniquity, and purity unto
himfelf a peculiar people zealous of good works.
Heb. 1x. 14, Gal. 1. 4.

1 Cor. vi. 20. Ye are bought with a price;
therefore glorify God in your bod} and 1n your {pi-
rit, which are God’s.

1 Pet.v. 1, 2. As Chnft hath fuffzred for us n
the flefh, arm yourlelves likewile with the fame
mind ; for he that hath fuffered in the fleth, hath
ceafed from fin, that he no longer fhould live the
re{t of his time m the flefb, to the lufts of men,
but to the will of God.

Chrift, who died for us as a facrifice for the fins
of the world obtained pardon of paft offences that
we might be encouraged to repentance, and for the
future live holily, as thofe redecmed and purchafed
by the Lord, for that was the great deflign of the
Gofpel to make men happy by making them rgh-
teous. As Chrift who redeemed us was holy, and
from holinefs paft into happinefs and glory, fo

fhould we by imitating his holinefs endeavour to
obtain a fhare of his hdppuu,l's.

§i 1001
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§. 100.——T0 deftroy the power of the devil.

Gen. 1t 15, It fhall bruife thy head, and thou
(halt bruife his heel.

——Rom. xvi. 20. The God of peace fhail bruife
Satan under your feet fhortly. John xii. 31.

1 John ni. 8, For this purpofe the Son of God
was manifefted, that he might deftroy the works of
the devil,

Heb. 11, 14. That through death he might de-
ftroy him that had the power of death, that is the
devil.

Col. 1. 15. Having {poiled principalities and
powers, he made a thew of them openly, triumphs
ing over them 1n it.
~ The promife made to Adam was, that a Saviour
fhould break the power of the devil, who had then
overcome them ; this was fulfilled by Chrift, when
he by his death obtained pardon for fin, and efta-
blithed the Chriftian religion, in which the gift of
the Holy Ghoft is offered, whereby we are enabled
to overcome the devil,

e 101e——An example of patient fuffcring.

John xv. 20. If they have perfecuted me they
will alfo perfecute you.

Phil. 1. ¢, 8. Let this mind be in you which was
allo in Chrilt Jefus.——He became obedient unto
death, even the death of the crofs. Mat. xvi. 24.

1 Pet. il. 20, 21. If, when ye do well, and fuffer
for it, ye take it patiently, this is-acceptable with
God; for even hereunto were ye called. Becaufe
Chrift alfo fuffered for us, leaving us an example
that ye fhould follow his fteps. . 17, 18.

iv. 1. Forafmuch then as Chnft hath fuffered
for us in the flefh, arm yourfelves likewife with the
fame mind. John xiil. 14.

* Jefus
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54 Jefus was our example in fuffering as well as in
Al Ve 12 obedience.  As the prophets had borne perlecution
from the Jews of old time, {o Jefus cautions his dif-
ciples that théy roo mult expc& to be perfecuted,
as he alfo was; and thé apoftles urge 1t as a duty
they were called to, and that it was reafonable that

they {hould undergo patiently what thetr malter had
{fubmitted to before them:

CHAP Xl

The {preading of the Gofpel, and call-
ing of the Gentiles.

§. 102. Spreading of the Gofpel.

Gen. xlix, 10. Shiloh,
thering of the people be.
Hab. 1. 14. The earth fhall be filled with the

knowledge of the glory of the Lord, as the waters
cover the fea. I x1. g. lxvi. 109,

If. xlv. 22. Unto me every knee fhall bow, every
tongue fhall fwear. lit. 10s lix. 19.

Zech. xiv. 9. The Lord fhall be king over all

the earth ; in that day there fhall be one Lord, and
his name one, If. liv. 5. Ixv. 16. Rev.xv. 4.

Dan, ii. 35. The ftone that imote the 1mage be-
came a great mountain, and ﬁll(.d the whole earth.

Mat. x11. 32, 33+ .

——Luke it. 10. T bring you gond tidings of great
Joy which fhall be to all peopie. lil, 6. John xit.
32.

unto him fhall the ga-

Aclls
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Afts 1i. 39. The promife 1s unto you, and to your
children, and to all that are afar off, even as many
as the Lord our God fhall call. John x1. s2.

v. 14. Believers were the more added to the
Lord, multitudes both of men and women.

xil. 24. The word of God grew and multiplied.

sv. 41. He went through Syna and Cilicia con-
firming the churches. 36. |

Col. 1. 23. The Gofpel—which was preached to
every creature which is under heaven, Mat. xxviii.
10 ,
9Rev; xiv. 6. I faw another angel fly in the midfk:
of heaven, having the everlafting Golpel to preach
unto them that dwell on the earth, and to every
nation, and kindred, and tongue, and people. v. g«
yil, g.
Acccunts of the [preading of the Gofpel from beather

authors are in No. 71.

That the knowledge of the truc God, formerly
confined to the Ifraelites, fhould by degrees fpread
over the world, is declared in the Old Teftament
both in plain words and fimlicudes, by the gather-
ing of the people to the Mefliah, thie name of the
Lord being cvery where great, and one Lord only
being acknowledged all over the world, and by the
ftone filling the whole earth. This is again repeated
at the beginning of the Gelpel, 1t 1s great joy to
all people, and a promife to thofe afar off, The
beginning of this we fee in the Acls, that it fpread
in many nations, heathen writers confirm it, and it
ftill continues to increale in other countries, till the
compleat prevailing of 1t in every nation fhall be
hereafter fulfilled,

§ 103. Caliing of the Gentiles.

Gen. xxvini. 14. Tn thy feed fhall all the families

of the earth be blefled. xxi 18. Ads iii. 2.
Gal iii. 8. .
- "Hag,
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Hag. 1. 4. The defire of all nations thall come.
Jer. tv, 2.

Pf. xxii. 27, All the ends of the world thall re-
member and turn unto the Lord, and all the kin-
dreds of the nations fhall worﬂnp betore thee,
Ixxxvi.g. lxxxu. 8.

Mal. 1, 11. From the rifing of the fun, even unto

the going down of the fame, my name fhall be great
among the Gentiles. If, 1. 3. Mich. iv. 2. Zech,
1, I 1.

If. 1xv. 1, Tam fought of them that alked not
for me ; | am found of them that fought me not ;
I faid behold me, behold me, untdé a nation thal:

was not called by my name. li. 15. Hofea 1. 23,
iom. 10, 20. XV.21. IX. 30.

xlix., 6. It 1s a light thing that thou fhouldeft be
my fervant to rafe up the tribes of Jacob, and to
reftore the prelerved of Irael; I will alfo give thee
for a light to the Gentiles, that thou mayeft be my
falvation unto the end of the earth. Ix. 3. xls.

xli. 1, 4, 6. He fhall bring forth judgement to
the Gentiles.——The ifles fhall wait for his law.

——1 give thee for a covenant of the people, for a

light of the Gentiles. x1. 10, Ixn. 2, Mat, xu, 18,

Rom. xv. 12.

——Luke 11. 32, A lwht to lighten the Gentiles,
Adts xxvi. 23.  X. 35,

Alts xxi1. 21. 1 will fend thee far hence unto the
Gentiles, xxvi. 17, xxvii. 28, 2 Tim. iv. 17.

Xiil. 46, 47. We turn to the:Gentiles, for fo hath
the Lord commanded us, faying, ¢ I have fet thee to

¢ be a light of the Gentiles, that thou fhouldeft
¢ be for falvation unto the ends of the earth.’

xi. 18, They glorified God, faying, ¢ Then hath
¢ God allo to_the Gentiles grantcd repentance unto
¢ life) x. 45, Luke xxiv, 47.

xv. 3. They paffed through Pheenicia and Sama-
113, declaring the corverfion of the Gentiles, xiv. 27.

1 Eph.
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Eph. iil. 3, §, 6. The myftery—which in other

ages was not made known—as it 1s now revealed.
——That the Gentiles fhould be fellow heirs, and
of the {ame body, and partakers of his promife in
Chrift by the Gofpel. Rom. xvi. 26. 1 Pet. 1. 10.

That the Gentiles {hould be called and embrace 41
the Gofpel, is {o trequently foretold 1n the Old Tef-
tament; in general to Abraham, again m the
Pfalms, exprelsly by Haiah, as alio in the other pro-
phets, that Haggai theace calls Chriflt the delire or
expectation of all nations ; and it feems firange that
any of the Jews could be ignorant of-it. Yet fo
great was their prejudice againft the Gentiles, that
they were enraged when Paul {aid he was ordered A&, xxii. 22.
to preach to -them: and even the converted Jews |
{feemed furprized, when they found that God had x. 43. xi.18.
granted them repentance unto life. Many writers ‘
however, and particularly St. Paul, the apoftle of the Rom.x1. 13
Gentiles, refer to the exprefs prophecies fulfilled in
their converfion; which they faw the beginning of
the accomplithment of, and it has fpread much fur-
ther among the Gentiles lince their time.

§. 1o4. Uniting Jews and Gentiles.

If, il. 2, 2. It fhall come to pafs in the lalt days,
that the mountain of the Lord’s houfe fhall be efta-
tdithed 1n the top of the mountains, and fhall be
exalted above the KHls, and all nations fhall flow
unto it. And many people fhall go and fay, * Come
¢ ye, and let us go up to the mountain of the Lord,
¢ to the houfe of the God of Jacob; and he will
¢ teach us of his ways, and we will walk in his
¢ paths.” Mich, iv. 1. Zech. 8. 22,

lvl. 6, 7. The fons of the ftranger——will I bring

to my holy mountain, and make them joyful in my
houfe of prayer, 8,

1 Jer.
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Jer, ut. 17, They fhall call Jerufalem the throne
of the Lord, and all the nations fhall be gathercd
unto it. If. Ixvi. 23, Zech. xv. 16.

Zephaiii, a1, Thou fhall no more be haughty

becaule of my holy mountain, If. Ixv. .
——John x. 16. Other theep I have which are not
of this fold, them alfo I muft bring and they fhall
hear my voice, and there fhall be one fold and one
thepherd. xi. 52. :

Gal. iit. 28. There 1s neither Jew nor Greek, there
is neither bond nor free, there is neither male nor
female, for ye are all one in Chnft Jefus. 1 Cor.
xll. 13, Rom. X, 12, 11, 22, Col, 11, 11,

Eph. ii. 13, 14, 15. Ye who fometimes were afar
off, are made nigh by the blood of Chrift. For he
15 our peacec who bath made both one, and hath
broker down the middle wall of partition between
us——to make in himfelf of twain one new man,
jo making peace. 11, 12, 16, 19.

While the Jews were the peculiar people of God,
and the Gentiles fallen oft into Idolatry, the dii-
tin€tion of Jew and Gentile was kept up, as the
worfhippers of the one true God, and the worlhip-
pers of many falfe ones; and 1t made both parties
defpife and hate one another; and, as Zephamah
juftly fays, the Jews were haughty becaufe of it.
But in the Meffiah this diftinétion 1s taken away ;
he 1s the Mediator for all nations; Jew and Gentile,
far and near, are sll united in him, and will be
more completcly fo when the Gofpel is univerfally
fpread ; they will be all of one fold, worfhippers of
cne God, there will be no diftin€tion between them,

and peace 2nd union will thereby be reflored among
nien.

§ 105,
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8. 105, The general forfaking of Idolatry,

Zech. xiv. 9. The Lord fhall be king over all
the earth; in that day there {iiall be on¢ Lord, and
bis name one. if. xlv. 21,

Ii. Ixv. 16, He who blefieth himfeif in the carth,
fhall blefs hiunfelf in the God of truth; and he
that {wearcth in tl e earth, fhall fwear b) the God
of trurh. Jer. iv.

XXX, 7, Evcry man fhell caft away his idols
of filver, and his idols of cold, which your own
hands have made unto you for a fin.

i, 18, 20. The idols he fhall utterly abolith, =
In that day a man fhall calt his 1dols of filver,
and his idols of gold, which they made each oné
for himfelf to worthip, to the moles and to the bats,
Tob. xiv, 6
——ACts xv. 20. That they abftain from pollutions |
of 1dols.

t Cor. x. 7. Neither be ye idolaters as were fomc\
of them. 2 Cor. vi. 16.

1 Johnv. 21, Little children, keep yourfelves
from 1dols. 1 Cor. X. 14.

1 Thefli i.-9. Ye turned to God from 1dols, to
ferve the living and true God.

Plin. Epift. x. 97. The temples have been almoft
defolate.

The prophets mention that the time would come
when idolatry, then fo piC‘Véluﬂt in the world,
would be torfaken, the one tgue Gnod unverk lly
worfhipped, and all idols utterly calt off, and no
longer ufed.  This Tobit underitood to be not at
the firlt return of Judah frem Babylon, but at the

fccond return of all Ifrael from all countries, which 11, ¢, 11, 12
is yet future. 103

[dolatry is ftrictly forbidden by Chriftianity ; and
Paul te{’uhes, that thofe who ‘wére converted had
turned from 1t; and Pnny that idolatiy was much
dimmifhed ; many pations have fince that time

I 2 forfak:n



/7

45

[ 116 ]

for(aken it; and the further fpreading of Chriftianity
will namrally wear off idolatry ; though, what 1s
very ftrange, fome fects even among thofe who call
themfelves Chriftians now practife ir: but the time
of the univerfal converfion of the Gentiles to the

Gofpel, and of the ennre forfaking of Idolatry, 1s
not yer cone.

C H A P XIV,

His future Kingdom and Judgement.

§. 106. His kingdom.

Dan. it 44. In the days of thefe kings fhall the
God of heaven fet up a kingdom, which fhall never
be deftroyed ; and the kingdom fhall not be left to
other people, but it fhall break in pieces and con-
{fume all thefe kingdoms, and it fhall ftand for ever,
Pf. 1. 8. cx. 1, 2.

vii. 13, 14. One like the Son of Man came with
the clouds of heaven, and came to the Ancient of
days, and they brought him near before him. And
there was given him_dominion and glory, and a

kingdom, that all people, nations, and languages,
fhould ferve him. 18,22, 27.

Jer. xxiit, 5, 6. Behold the days come faith the
Lord, that I will raife unto David a righteous
branch and a king fhall relgn and profper, and
fhall execute Judgemcnt and juftice in the earth :
his days Judah fhall be faved, and lfrael fhall dwell
fafely: and this is his name whereby he fhall be
called, ¢ The Lord our nghteoufnefs.” xxxu. 13,
16.

PL lsxxix,
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Pf, Ixxxix, 27, I will make him my firft born,

higher than the kings of the earth. If. ix. 7.
~——Luke 1. 32, 33. The Lord God fhall give unto
him the throne of his father David, and he fhall
reign over the houfe of Jacob for ever. 1 Cor. xvs
25.
Mat. xix. 28. When the Son of Man fhall fit on
the throne of his glory, ye al{o fhall fit upon twelve
thrones judging the twelve tribes of lrael. Luke
xxil. 30, Rev, 1. 26.

Rev. xvii. 14, He 1s Lord of Lords and King
of Kings. xix. 16.

xi. 13. The kingdoms of this world are be-
come the kingdoms of our Lord and of his Chrift,
and he fhall reign for ever and ever.

xx. 4. They lived and reigned with Chrift 2
thoufand years.

Toward the end of the world, the kingdom of
the Meffiah is to be more fully eftablifhed in the
earth. Itis a kingdom exceeding all others in ex-
tent, power, excellence, peace, and duration,, It is
to be the kingdom of the Meffiah, for he is 2be
righteous dranch of David; the extent of it is over
all people, nations, and languages; the power of it
is bigher than the kings of the earth; ns excellence
that he fhall execute judgement and juftice ; its peace

that they fhall dwell fajely ; and 1ts duration that it
fhall never be defiroyed.

In the New Teftament 1t 1s called giving Chrift
the throne of Fis father Davidy he is Lord of Lords
and King of Kings; 1t is a kingdom in this world,
and before the general refurreftion. It is called a
reign of 3 thoufand years, whether that be meant

to exprefs the real term, or as a general defcription
of an mdehnitely long time,

13 § 107.

109
110
111

77
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§. 107.—~—The extent of his kinzdom,

Pf, Ixxit. 8, 11. He fhall have dominion alfo
from fea to fea, and from the river unto the ends
of the earth——All kings fhall fall down before
him, all nations fhall ferve him. Zech, 1x. 10,

i1, 8. Afk of me, and I fhall give thee the heathen
for thine inheritance, and the uttermoft parts of
the earth tor thy policflion,

Jer. nt. 17, At that time they fhall call Jerufalem
the throne of the Lord, and all the nations fhall be
oathered unto it

Dan, vii. 27. The Lingdom, and dominion, and
the greatnefs of the kingdom under the whole hea-
ven, fhail be given to the people of the faints of
the Moft I"]lgﬂ

——1 Cor. xv. 25, He muft reign till he hath put
all encmies under his feet.

Rev. xix. 16. King of Kings, and Lord of Lords.
XVii, 14.

i, 26, He that overcometh, and keepeth my
works unto the end, to him will I give power over
the nations.

xi. 15. The kingdoms of this world are become
the kinadoms of our Lord and of his Chrift.

ne univerfal extent of the Mefliah’s kingdom
1s by the prophets defcribed to be to tle ends of the

eartk, not only over Ferufaiem, bur over the beathens
alfo, of all nations under the while beaven. 1 the

- New Teftament, 1t 1s faiu, he mult overcome all
bis enemies 5 he is to be king of inys, to have power

over the nations, and the kmgd.;m.r fy’ this world are
faid to be hus,

§.108.
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§¢ 108.~—~=0ver Fews refloved and Geililes.

If. x1. 11, 12. The Lord fhall-fet his hand again
the fecond time to recover the remnant of his people

which fhall be left;-——and {hall affemble the out-

cafts of Ifrael, and gather together the dilperfed of  # Wings
Judah, from the four * corners of the earth. xlii. 0. quarers
Tob. xiv. 5. Jer. iii. 18, s extre:

Ix1. 4. They fhall build the old waftes, they thall ™
raife up the former defolations, and they fhall repair
the walte cities, the defolations of many genera-
l1ons.

Jer. xxxi. 1. I will be the God of all the fam:-
lics of Ifrael, and they fhall be my people. Hof.  °
L1, kzek, xxxvi. 10,

I, 1. 2, 3, 4. It fhall come to pafs in the laft
days, that the mountain of the Lord’s houle fhall
be eftablifhed in the top of the mountains, and fhall
be exalted above the hilis, and all nations fhall flow
unto 1t. And many people thall go and fay, ¢ Come
¢ ye and let us go up to the mountain of the Lord,
¢ to the houfe of the God of Jacob, and he will
¢ teach us of his wavs, and we will walk in his
¢ paths.” For out of Zion fhall go forth the Law,
and the word of the Lord from Jerufalem; and he
fhall judge among the nauons, and {hzll rebuke
many people. Mich, iv. 2. Pf. xviii 43.

Zech, il 11. Many. nations fhall be joined to the
Lord ia that day, and fhall be my people, and [ will
dwell in the midft of thee. vl 22, xwve 16, 1.

Ix. 12,

Luke i. 32. He fhall reign over the houfe of
Jacab for ever.

Rev, ii. 26. He that keepeth my works unto the

end, to him will 1 give power over the nations.
Mar. xix. 28. Luke xxu. 29.

The kingdom of the Meffiah will be when the
Jews are rcftored he fecond time, and repair what 10§
. I 4 has
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2 has been defolate many generations; and IHrael, who
have been fo long entcafls, will alfo then affemble,
- for all the families of Ifrael will then be his people :
Zech.x, 6. They will be joined together under one king,  Je-
rufalem is the place where this kingdom appears
more immediately eftablithed, for the mountain of
the houfe will then be the head of the mountains,
and the law will go forth out of Zion; but other
kingdoms will alfo obey the Melliah.

§. 109. The excellency of his kingdom.

Jer. xxxii. vg, 16. At that time will T caufe the
branch of righteouinels to grow up unto David,
and he fhall execute judgement and righteoufnels 1n
the land. In thole days fhall Judah be faved, and
Jerufalem fhall dwell fafely. xxin. 3.

If. 1x, 7. Upon the throne of David and upon
his kingdom, to order it and to eftablith 1t with
judgement and with juftice. xxxil, 1, Xvi. s,

xi. 4. With rlghteoufnefs (hall he judge the poor,
and reprove with equity for the meek of the earth,
PLL xiv. 6. Ixvil. 4.

Pf. Ixxii. 2, 4. He Ihall judge thy people with
righteoufnefs, and thy poor with Judgmcnt ,——He
fhall fave the children of the needy, and fhall break
in pieces the opprefor. 12, 14.

Il xI. 11. He fhall feed his flock like a fhepherd,
he fhall gather the lambs with his arm, and carry
them in his bofom, and fhall gently lead thofe th_al:
are with young,
~———Rev. xi1x, 11. He was called faithful and true,

~ and 1n righteoufnefs he doth judge and make war,

The kingdom of the Mefliah 15 a kingdom of
righteoufnefs ; he will do juftice and equity to all ;

49 preferve the poor and meek from being merbornc
by the rich and powerful, and put a ﬂop to all op-
preflion ; as a good ﬂnepherd mildly and diligently

 takes
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takes care of his flock ; judging faithfully in peace,
and waging no unjuft wars.

§. 110. The peace of it.

Mich. 1v. 3, 4. They fhall beat their fwords into
plow-fhares, and their fpears into pruning-hooks;
nation fhall not lift up a fword againft nation, nei-
ther thall they learn war any more; but they fhail
fit every man under his vine, and under his fig-tree,
and none fhall make them afraid. If. i1, 4. xxxii
18, Pf Ixxi, 7. Jer, xxxiii. 16,

If. x1. 6—q. The wolf alfo fhall dwell with the
lamb, and the leopard fhall lie down with the kid,
and the calf, and the young lion, and the fatling
together, and a httle child fhall lead them; and
the cow and the bear fhall feed, their young ones
fhall lie down together, and the lion fhall eat firaw
like the ox. And the fucking child fhall play on
the hole of the afp, and the weaned child fhall put
his hand on the cockatrice den, they fhall not hurt
nor deftroy in all my holy mountain. lxv. 2s.
Ezek. xxxiv, 25. '

Joel iii. 18. The mountains fhall drop down new
wing, and the hills fthall fow with milk, and all the
rivers of Judah fhall flow with waters,

If. 1x. 21, Thy people alfo fhall be all righteous.

18.
—Rev. xx. 2, 3. He laid hold on the dragon,
that old ferpent, which is the devil and Satan, and
bound him a thoufand years.——That he fhould
deceive the nations no more till the thoufand years
fhould be fulfilled.

Exalted delcriptions are given of the peace and
happinefs of the Meffiah’s kingdom. The ceafing
of war and injuries, harmlefinefs of beafts, the plenty
and righteoufne(s of it; and thefe are defcribed in
the Revelations by the binding of Satan. Some of
thele are probably figurative defcriptions of the

really

%9

77
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really greater peace, plenty, happinels, and righte-
oulnefs of thole times. As opprefiive men and

Pf. xxii» 12,kingdoms are fometimes defcribed under the cha-

13,

racter of wild beafts, fo the cealing of oppreflion

Dan. vite 17. gy e in like manner exprefled by thofe wild

bealts living peaceably with the weak.

§. 111. The duration of it.

Dan. vu. 14. His dominion 15 an everlafting do-
minion which fhall not pafs avav, and his kingdom
that which fhail not be deftroyed. 27. 1. 44.

I{. ix. 7. Of the increafe of his government and
peace there fhall e o end.  Tob, xiv. .

Mich. iv. 7. The Lord fhall reign over them
Mount Zion from henceforth evea for ever. Pl
xlv, 6. Ezek. xxxvit. 25,

Pf. Ixxit. 5. They 1hall rear thee as long as the fun
and moon endure, throughour ull gencrations. 7.
Ixxxix. 26, I Ix, 21,

Zech. xw. 11. There fhall be no more utter de-
ftruction, but Jerufilem fhall be fafely inhabited.
foel 11, 20, -

———Luke 1. 32. ke fhall reign over the houfe of
Jacob for ever, and of his kingdom there fhall be
no end.

Rev. x1. 15, He fhall reign for ever and ever.
Heb. 1. 8. John xi1. 4.

xX. 4. They lived and reigned with Chrift a
thoufand years.

The kingdoms of this world rife and fall ; many
oreat monarchies, wi o have defolated and opprefled
rather than governed - ¢ earth, have been deliroyed
and broken to pieces, and become as though they
had never been.  But the kingdom of the Mefliah
15 not Like them, 1t s a kingdom of God: when
once it 1s eftablifhed. 1t will not be governed by
worldly policy, but :1e eternal laws of juftice; nor
{upported by the uncertain {trength of man, but l;}y

the
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the power of God; and the event will be accord-
ingly, that it will never be deftroyed by any out-
ward power, but continue to the end of the world.

I have here laid together what the prophets fay
of the Meffiah’s future kingdom, of which how-
ever, as it i1s not yet come, we fhould fpeak with
caution. The general faét, That toward the end of
the world the Mefliah thall rule ; that all the twelve 106
tribes of Ifrael in their own land will be fubjetto 108
him ; that all the other kingdoms of the world will 107
alfo obey his laws; that it 1s a kingdom of righte-
oufnefs, both in the juflice and mercy of the ruler, 109
and the virtue, peace, and willing obedience, of the 110
ooverned ; that it is a time of happinefs, and that
it will lalt to the end of the world: feems to be 111
plainly foretold by the prophets. But as to the
particular circumftances of that kingdom, I would
not be too pofitive about them. Many of the de-
fcriptions of it in the prophets feem to be highly 77
figurative; and perhaps we cannot always know
certainly which are fo, and which are literal. The
worldly profperity and grandeur, the exaltation of
Irael, and their fuperiority to other nations, is
chiefly erlarged on in the Old Teltament, in compli-
‘ance with the Jewifh .defires, and conformity to
their law, wherein prefent profperity is propofed as
their reward : on this the New Teftament lays little
ftrefs, as appears by the extralls being much larger
from the prophets than from the apoftles. The
New Teftament chiefly enlarges on the power being
in the Mefliah, and his communicating a part of 1t 77
to his difciples; and we find added, that he 15 to
reign over the houfe of Jacob, the twelve tribes af 106
Ifrael, that the kingdoms of this world before the
general refurreCtion are to become {ubject to him,
and that he will be a good ruler over an obedient 109, I10

people.
7 §- 112,
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§. 112, A day of Judgement,

Gen. xviii, 25. Shall not the judge of all the
earth do right ?

Eccles. xi1. 14. God fhall bring every work nto
Judgement, with every fecret thing, whether 1t be
good or whether it be evil. xi. g.

nt. 17, God fhall judge the righteous and the
wicked.

PI. xcviil. 9. The Lord cometh to judge the
earth, with righteoufnefs fhall he judge the world,
and the people with equity. xcvi, 13, If. xxtv,
22, 23

Mal. iv, 1, 2. Behold the day cometh that fhall
burn as an oven, and all the proud, yea, and all
that do wickedly, fhall be ftubble, and the day
that cometh fhall burn them up faith the Lord of
Hofts, that it fhall leave them neither root nor
branch ; but unto you that fear my name fhall the
fun of righteoufnels arife with healing in his wings.
i, 2. Joel it. 31.  Rev. vi. 17.

Dan. vii. 10. Thc judgement was fet, and the

books were opened.
——Jude 14, 15, Enoch—prophefied—faying,
¢ Behold the Lord cometh with ten thoufand of
¢ his faints, to execute judgement upon all. Zech,
xiv. 5. Mat. xxv. 31. 2 Thefl, 1. 7.

John xii. 48. The word that I have {poken, the
fame fhall judge him in the laft day. Jude 6.
Mat. vii. 22.

Mat. xiit. 39. The harvelt is the end of the
world. 49. Rev. xiv. 15.

2 Pet. 111, 10. The day of the Lord will come as
a thief 1n the night.

Rom. xiv, 12. Every one of us fhall give account
of himfelf to God. 2 Cor. v. 10. 1 Pet. iv. 5.

Rev, xx. 12. 1 faw the dead, fmall and great,
ftand before God.

Mankind
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Mankind are naturally fenfible that they are ac-
countable creatures, and that God will judge them
righteoufly. Abraham and Solomon mention this

opinion. David, as a prophet, fpeaks as of a ume
fixed for it; but Malachi is more full and ftrong,

that a day is appointed when the wicked will be de-
ftroyed and the nighteous faved, and Daniel prophe-

tically reprefenis the Judge as already feated, and
the judgment begun.

Jude fpeaks of the Lord’s coming glorioufly at-
tended to judgment as a very ancient prophecy, and
the New Teftament is very full that a time of judge-
ment i appointed, that it will be at the end of the
world, that all will then be judged with juftice, that
it mll come {uddenly, and to many unexpe&edly,
which fhould make men always on their guard and
prepared.  The 25th of Matthew and 20th of Re-
velations reprefent the whole affair ftrongly and af-

fetingly ; one, as it really is, future, and the other,
like Daniel, as prophetlcally prefent.

§. 113. The Meffiah will be the judge.

John v, 26, 2. The Father—hath given to the
Son—authority to execute judgment alfo, becaufe
he is the Son of Man. 22. Rev. xiv. 14. Rom.
Xiv, 10.

Mat. xxv, 31. When the Son of Man fhall come
in his glory, and all the holy angels with him, then
fhall he fit upon the throne of his glory. Luke ix.
26. Mark viil, 38. Dan, v, 10,

1 Thefl. iv. 16. The Lord himfelf fhall defcend
from heaven, with a fhout, with the voice of the
archangel, and with the trump of God. 2 Thef, i. 7.
Mat. xsiv. 30.  Mar. xiv, 62. -

Adts x, 42. He commanded us—to teftify, that
it is he which was ordained of God to be the judge
of quick and dead. Rom. i1. 16,

Alts

do
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A&sxvii, 31. He hath appointed a day in the whick
he will judge the world in righteoufnefs, by that
man whom he hath ordained, whereof he hath given
affurance unto all men in that he hath raifed him
from the dead. 2 Tim. iv. 1, 8.

‘The Son of God, the Meffiah, 1s the perfon whom
the Father hath appointed to be the judge of the
world ; this 1s repeatedly declared by our Saviour
himfelf, and by his apoftles, who were commanded
to publifh to the world that he who died and rofe
again for us is thereby pointed out as the judge
botn of the quick and dead; for which end he will

come again In great power and glory, attended by
the angels of God.

6. 114, Who are to be Judged.

Dan, xii, 2. Many of them that fleep in the duft
of the earth fhall awake, fome to everlafting life,
and fome to fthame and everlafting contempt. If.
XXVl 19, XXV. 8.

A@s x, 52. It is he which was ordained of
God to be the judge of quick and dead, 2 Tim.
1v. 1

1 Thefl. tv. 16, 17. The dead in Chrilt fhall rife
firlt, then we which are alive and remain fhall be
caught up together with them.

John v. 28, 29. All that are 1n the graves fhall
hear his voice and fhall come forth, Rev. xx. 12.

2 Cor. v. 10. We muft all appear before the
judgement feat of Chrift, that every one may receive
the things done in his body. Rom. xiv. 10.

Rom. xtv. 12. Every one of us fhall give account
of himfelf to God. ii. 6,. Rev. 1, 7.

All mankind are to be judged, every one that
ever lived, for all the dead will be raifed to life
again, and with thofe. who then remain alive be
brovght before their judge, Then will each one’s

countenance
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countenance be according as his life has been good
or bad ; ¢ Then fh_all the righteous fhine forth as Mat. xiii. 430
the fun,” and the wicked, how great {foever, call on 1 e yyi. 28.

the rocks to hide them from the judge. Rev. vi. 16.

§. 115. For what they are to be judged.

Ecclef. xi. 9. Walk in the ways of thine heart
and in the fight of thine eyes; but know thou that
for all thefe things God will bring thee into judge-
ment.

xil. 14. God fhall bring every work into judge-
ment, with every {ecret thing, whether 1t be good
or whether it be evil.

Mal. i, 5. I will be a fwift witnefs againft the
forcerers, and againft the adulterers, and againft
falfe {wearers, and agamit thole that opprefs the
hireling 1n his wages, the widow and the fatherlefs,
and that turn afide the ftrarger from his right, and
fear not me, faith the Lord ot Hotts. Zech. v. 3.
——Rom. 1. 16. God thall judge the fecrets of
men,

Rev. xx. 12. The books were opened, and ano-
ther book was opened, which is the book of life ;
and the dead were judged out of thofe things
which were written tn the beoks, according to their
works.

Mat, xxv. 34—36. Come ye blefled—for I was
an hungred and ye gave me meat, I was thirlty and
ye gave me drink, I was a ftranger and ye took
me in, naked and ye clothed me, I was fick and
ye vifited me, I was in prifon and ye came unto
me.

41, 42, Depart from me ye curfed,——for I was
an hungred and ye gave me no meat, &c.

xvi, 27. He fhall reward every man according to
his works., Rev. xxit. 12, Kom.'Ii. 6.

2 Cor.
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2 Cor. v, 10. According to that he hath done,
whether it be good or bad, A&s xvii, 31. 2 Theff,
1. 8.

Men will be judged for all the actions they have
done, whether fecret or open, good or bad. So
Malachi reckons up debauchery, falle fwearing, and
oppreflion, and whatever 1s contrary to the fear of
God, as what will be punithed. God to whom all
things are known is the witnels againft them ; fo the
Revelations reprefent all things as it were recorded
before him, we muft not therefore expet to conceal
our faults, Matthew fpeaks of alts of charity as
one great means of reward, not that they are the
only things, for every man will be rewarded or pu-

nithed according to all his works whether good or
bad.

§. 116. Rewards and Punithments.

Dan. xii. 2. They fhall awake, fome to everlafting
life, and fome to thame and everlafting contempt,

Mal. iv. 1, 2. All that do wickedly fhall be
ftubble, and the day that cpometh f(hall burn them
up, ——But unto you that fear my name, fhall the

fun of righteoufnefs arife with healing in his wings.

——DMat. xiil. 49, 50. At the end of the world the
angels fhall come forth, and fever the wicked from
among the juft, and fhall caft them into the fur-
nace of fire, there fhall be wailing and gnathing of
teeth, 11 12.  Rev. xiv. 19.

2 Tim. iv. 8. Henceforth there 1s laid up for me
a crown of righteoufnefs, which the Lord the righ-
teous judge fhall give me at that day ; and not to
me only, but unto all them alfo that love his ap-
pearing. 1 Pet. v. 4.

John v, 29. They that have done good unto the
refurreCtion of life, and they that have done evil
unto the refurretion of damnation.

Mat.
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Mat. xxv. 46. Thefe fhall go away into ever-
latting punifhment, but the righteous into life eter-
nal. 2 Cor. v. 10, 2 Thefl. i. 0.

Rom. ii. 7—10. To them who by patient conti-
nuance 1n well domng, feck for glory and honour
and immortality, eternal life ; but unto them that
are contentious and do not obey the truth, but
obey unrighteoufnefs, indignation and wrath, tribula-
tion and anguifh, upon every foul of man that doth
evil.—But glory, honour, and peace to every man
that worketh goed.

The end of the judgement is that the righteous
may be rewarded, and the wicked punifhed accord-
ing to their deferts. It 1s for this that the dead
will be raifed, then the wicked will be burnt up,
and the righteous healed. Then will the wicked
be parted from the juft, and caft into punifhment,
{uffering the wrath of God, and bewailing their own
folly; while thofe who have prepared for Chrift’s

appearing, will receive a crown of glory, reft, and
everlafting life, - |

CHAP. XV.

Abftra& of the above,

When Adam fell, God, at the fame time he de-
clared his punifhment, promifed him alfo a Saviour.
It was indeed only a diftant and very indeterminate
hint; no time when, or manner how, only in gene-
val, There [hall be a Deliverer to defiroy the power of
the devil, It was neceffary the particulars fhould
not be then mentioned ; for if. God had told Adam
and Eve, already dejected with their fall, that it
would be feveral thoufand years before that Re-

K cdeemer
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deemer came, it might have been a difcouragement
rather than a comfort to them ¢ they wi 2 theret re
aflured that g Saviour fhould certainly come, ard m.plit
perhaps hope he would be cheir own fon, Tiis
promife was repeated 1n many different agcs aficr-
ward, and with more diftinétnefs and circuinilances
as the time approached,

When Mankind were falling off into Idolatry,
God chole one nation who {hould ftill be worflip-
pers of the true God, and mlghu 1n due e fy.cdd
that knowledge among other nations. "T'o Abrahan:
the head of that family it ‘was promifed, that /£
Saviour of the world fbould be defcended from bim :
and this promile 1s ftill further linated to i:.ac,
Jacob, Judah, Jefle, and David, The time of .tz
Mefliah’s coming was alfo fixed, to be before rhe
entire difperfion of the tribe of Judah, while the
temple of God was yet ftanding, and within 400 years
after the rebuilding Jervfalem.  From thele piv p‘ne-
cies, the Jews and the Gentiles alfo, were in expelta-
tion of his coming about the time when Jefus was
born. He was alfo to be born in the town of Da-
vid as well as of his feed, and feveral perfons were
called to be witneffes that he was fo. The manner
of his birth was alfo out of the ordinary courfe of
nature, as his pature was above an’s.

For though he was born, appearcd, and converfed
as a man, yet be was before and above all, both an-
gels and men, in glory with the Father before the
world was; the likenefs and ;tprefentatlon of God;

~ his fon and word, being the revealer of his will to

men: one In w:ll attion, and compliance with God;
and by his appointment the maker and ruler of al
things. But though fo much f{uperior to the crea-
tures, be is inferior to God ; his fervant and meffen-
ger, from whom he recclved his commlfﬁon, and by
whom he was enabled to execute 1t.

With
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With refpet to man he is the reprefentative of
the Father; he appeared for, and ruled under, that
Supreme Being, whom no mortal eyes can fee. He
1s particularly the ruler of God’s church upon earth,

of the Jews before Chrift, and of the Chriftian.

church fince, As he was to be Mediator between
God and man, he who was at firlt in heaven, laid
afide his glory there, humbled himfelf, took flefh,
was born as a man, and dwelt and converled as fuch
among us.

But before he came be fent one to teftify before-
hand and prepare men for his coming ; and as there
are two comings of the Meffiah, fo there feem to
be two meffengers to prepare the way for him. It
was John the Baptift who came the firlt time as his
forerunner, and had therefore a nobler office than
the prophets before him; he declared he was not
the Mefliah, but one fent before to prepare men for
receiving him, who was far his fuperior in time,
dignity, and power. This he did at firft in general,
not knowing the perfon, but when 1t was afterward
revealed to hlm, he openly teftified that Jelus was
he. That he was fo was further confirmed by the
vifible defcent of the Holy Ghoft upon him, as the
prophets had faid; by feveral voices from heaven
bearing witnefs to him; by his fulfilling the old
prophecws concerning the Meffiah ; and by the gift
of the Holy Ghoft to his d:fmples enhghtemng,
guiding, and affifting them to underftand and preach
the Gofpel, to confirm it with miracles and prophe-
cy, and to have a wildom in perfecution none

could withftand, and a patience to endure it none
could overcome.

The Jews gloried that God had revealed himfelf
to Ifrael alone, yet their own prophets fay that
God would hereafter make a new covenant in the
Meffiab, different from, and better, more effe&tual
and lafting than the former. The apoftles, efpeci-
ally the epiftle to the Hebrews, which treats parti-
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cularly of the excellency of this new covenant; fhew
that this was fulfilled in Chrift. He is that puri-
fier, redeemer, and corner-ftone by whom we mutt
be faved; to him we muft hearken, and him we
muft obey ; and if we reje@t him who is fo clearly
revealed, it 1s wilful ignorance, and will therefore be

Aurely punifhed, for there 15 no frefh revelation to

be expetted, and they have rejected the Son of God,
the greateft of all meflengers,

From the prophecies of the old Teftament, /2e
Fews bad a firong expeliation of the Meffiab’s coming,
and more particularly looked for him about the
time when Jefus was born, and probably it was this
hope that Theudas, Judas of Galilee, and others,
endeavoured to take advantage of for raifing them-
felves. Many of the Gentiles had alfo the [eme ex-
peftation, probably from converling with the Jews,
and from the Greek tranflation of the bible. The
Jews had fome true and fome falfe notions of the
Mefliah ; that he was to be of the feed and town
of David, that the manner of his birth, as well as
his words and aétions, would be extraordinary, but
they knew not that he weuld be more than a man g
they overlooked the prophecies which {peak of the
{ufferings of the Mefliah, and regarding thofe only
which mention his glorious kingdom, expected him
as a great temporal prince, and that the Jewifh ftate
and law would continue to the end of the world.
Therefore, as Ifaiah foretold, the greater part of the
Jews would not believe in Jefus when he came,
though the time will come when they alfo fhall be
converted.  ‘The ftumbling {tone which prevented
weir receiving Jefus, was that they found him not
fuch a Mefliah as they expected : he came afflicted,
and not triumphant ; they expected their law, which
they knew was trom God, would continue, he came
to et it afide for a more perfect one; they hoped
to be exalted above other nations, but Jelus came
difclarming worldly power ; and faid the Jews fhould

be
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be rejefted, and the Genules they defpifed fhould
be equalled with them. The Mefliah would there-
fore be rejeCted by the worldly wife of both Jews
and Gentiles, the one not finding the {igns of the
worldly grandeur they hoped for, nor the other
the deep Tubtilties of hidden wifdom they pretended
(0.

The Mefliah was 0 be a Propbet, to declare God’s
will to his people ; and the greatnefs of his works,
and the excellency of his dotrine convinced many
that he was one, and fome great one too: the
bufinefs of a Prophet 1s to teach, and that was the
conftant employment of Jelus. He was alfo a
Prieft, but of a different and more excellent order
than the Jewith; and {tn&ly ipeaking the only
Priett in the Chriftian church, the minifters of the
Gofpel being properly fucceflors of the prophets,
the teachers of the people. Asa Prielt, the Mef-

fiah was to pray for the people, and reconcile man-
kind to God; to be the great Saviour of the

world, in whom all were to believe, and by whom

they were to be judged; the Mediator between
God and man, a5 is intimated in a few pallages of the
Old Tefpament, but frequently and clearly revealed in
the New, and that there is no other Mediator but
he ; who, as he at firft reconciled us to God, fo he
ftill as our Advocate and Interceflor pleads for us.
He is alfo a King, the fon and fucceflor of David,
the great ruler of God’s people in his {piritual king-
dom : As fuch he is the moft holy, the anointed,
the Mefliah; the mild and careful thepherd of
God’s ﬂock; the Head and ruler of his Church, on
whom all the members depend, and are taken care
of by him; he is the king of God’s kingdom, fu-
perior to, and better than, all the kingdoms of the
world ; and the time when he is faid to be particu-
Jarly appointed king, ‘is after, and becaufe of his
{ufferings; at his refurre&:on, when the Chniftian
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church, of which he 1s the head, was firft efta.
blithed. |

The Meffiah came to make a new and better co-
venant, and to reveal God’s will more fully to men,
and was therefore called the defire and delight of
the world. He was the Prophet like Mofes, but
greater ; a Law-giver as he was, yet above him as a
Son is above a fervant; and his law more perfeét
and better enforced.  As the meflenger of God, he
was holy and good, wife and powerful, meek, mer-
ciful, gentle, and inftruttive.  As the prophets ufed
to do fome work above the power of man, to fhew
they were fent by God, fo did Jefus work a great
many ; and the Saviour, fhepherd, and gentle ruler
of his people, chofe to fhew fuch figns as were
works of mercy. The great gift of the Gofpel is
that of the Holy Ghoft, ufeful to all men for affift-

~ance in the common duties of life, but more necef-

fary, and given in a more efpecial manner, to the
apoftles, to enable them to preach the Goipel with
fuccefs. Example has great influence over men,
but that of a man 1s imperfect, the Meffiah there-
fore has himfelf left us an example of obedience to
his own laws.

As the Meffiah fulfilled the prophecies of thofe
who lived in old time, /o was be alfo a prophet him-
jelf, and foretold many things, fome of which came
to pafs immediately, others after a lefs or longer
time afterward, and give aflurance that thofe which
are concerning things fhill tuture will alfo be fulfill-
ed in their proper time. Among others there were
fome circumnftances to confirm the faith of his dif-
ciples: He knew from the beginning that Judas
would betray him 3 he warned his difciples that they
would forfake him when he was feized; and that
Peter, generally the boldeft of them, would deny
him three times that very night: He foretold his
own' fufferings feveral times, efpecially when the
time drew near, that the dilciples who little expedled

1t
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it night be the lefs furprized at them ; he mentions
that they muft be at Jerufalem ; that the Jews, efpe-
Cially the chief priefts, and the Gentiles alfo, would
be concerned 1n them; that he fhould be mocked
and reviled, and his death be by crucifixion. Ie
gave hints of his rifing again from the beginning
of his miniftry, and declared 1t plainly when he
{fpoke of his fufferingss he told his dilciples they
fhould fee him again, which they did, and many went
to meet him at a particular place he had appointed,
more than were properly his diciples, fome of thofe
probably it was who doubted; and having con-
vinced and commuiflioned his difcipies, he afcended
up vifibly in their {ight into heaven, where he was
before.

The great gift which Chrift during his miniftry
had promifed to his followers, and gave to his apof-
tles foon after his afcenflion, was that of the Holy
Ghoft, 1o neceflary to guide and affift them in their
preaching, By this power they were enabled to
work miracles; they had done {o at times while
Jefus was with thiem, but more conftantly afterward,
and by that means more effeftually propagated the
Gofpel.  But though many were convinced by thefe
miracles, yet the body of the Fews would not believe
in Fefus, as Ifaiah had foretold, being prejudiced by
their jealoufy againtt the Gentiles, and their falfe
notions of the Meffiah’s grandeur, Fhe Golfpel,
however, though fmall at firft, continued to increafe
as feed grows up into a tree, this appears by the
writings both of Jews and Genules; and notwith-
ftanding all the oppofition they made, for the fol-
lowers of a crucified mafter, were themiclves alfo
perfecuted, as he forwarued them they would be.
Peter in particular was repeatedly told that he fhould
be crucified, and fo he was. Such bery trals are
too ftrong for unaffifted nature to refift, and did in
fa overcome many; but by the aid of the Spirit,
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the f «dv Chriftians refifted unto blood. The Jews,
who from the time of Abraham had been the pecus
liar people of Gad, were no longer fo after the
prezching of the Golpel; and Jefus repeatedly tells
them, that for their unfruitfulnefs they fhovld be
caft off, and the Genules tsken 1ny they nughe
however be admitted into the church in comuion
with the Gentiles, but as Jews they would be re-
jected, their city and temple deltroyed, their country
duinlated, and their people either killed or difperfed,
and fo they have continued ever fince.

[ hough Jefus told Pilate, ¢ Now is my kingdom
¢ pot trom hence,” yet it was alfo true that be was ¢
king, anu that his kingdom in this world, as well as
in hcaven, would be Dbetter eftablifhed and better
obeycd hereafter. Part of his bufinels as a king,

1 Cor.xv, 24. and the laft part of his worldly kingdom, is to judge
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the world; and the fuddennefs of his coming tor
that purpofe 1s often ftrongly {poken of, to warn
men to be always prepared tor it. The Meffiah 15
to judge both the quiek and the dead ; all there-
fore who ever lived will be raifed to life again, and
ftand before their judge. The Son of God, who
is alfo Son of man, is the perfon God has appointed
to be the judge of men; who with unerring judge-
ment will feparate the righteous from the wicked,
and diftribute to every one rewards or punifhments,
according to their deferts,

In the laft three chapters we have been confider-
ing the Mefliah’s own prophecies, and now return
to what other prophets fay about his {uflerings, 4
thing the Jews bad little attended to. "I'hey mention
the humble pomp in which he came up to Jerufa-
lem the laft time, (celebrated by the people becaufe

John xii. 18.0f his raifing Lazarus); the different parties who

combined againft him, his being betrayed and fold,
and his refufing to plead before thole who did not
feek the truth; his being mocked both by Jews
and Gentiles, by the rulers and priefts ; s pauent
{uffering, and that to death, which was to be by

I crucifision
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clr*uciﬁxion, and the parting of his blood fhewed

that he was really dead. The giving him gall and _

vinegar, parting his garments by lot, his being
reckoned with the wicked, but buried with the
rich and being put to death without a bone being
broken, as thofe crucified with him were ferved,

85

gl

were all mentioned by the prophers. Jefus knew John xi. 42.

that God heard him always, and in this confidence
trulted in him under a}l his diftreffes, knowing that

86

he would deliver him in due time, though the chief Mat. xxvii.
priefts vainly imagined they had overcome him 42 63

when he was crucified.

The Prophets further -mention that he would
rife again from the dead, and that before his body
had time to corrupt; he arole agcordingly on the
third day, his difciples faw him, and were witneffes
of 1t to the people, and Jefus bids them take no-
tice that his body was fleth and bones as it was be-

87

fore, and had on it the wounds given at his cruci- John xx. 27.

fixion. He was the firft who rofe from the dead
to die no more, being an example of that everlafting
life which he promifed to his followers ; he who
came down from heaven, afcended up thither again,
in the fight of his apoftles, who were to be witneffes
of it; and he entered for us, to prepare us a place,
and was invefted with power to give gifts to men.
He was exalted and had great power given him
over men and angels, and 1s next to God himfelt;
and that was chiefly after his {ufferings, as the con-
fequence and reward of them, being appointed head
of the church, when that was eftablifhed of which
he was to be ruler. He came to enlighten men, by
teaching them to know and practife what is right,
and to reconctle man to God againft whom he had
finned. His death was a {olemn facrifice for fin, n
compliance with the eftablithed cuftom of expiation
which had .béen ufed from the time of Adam;
which need be, and was but once only offered, like
the one entrance of the High-prieft into the holy of

holies,
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holies, rather than the frequently repeated facrifices
of the law: by that facrifice forgivenefs of paft
fins was obtained for all men who repent, it was
for us and for our fins that he laid down his life;
and by his dearh, and not our ewn imperfect fers
vice, we have falvation: And he redeemed and
bought us, that we fhould live holily for the future,
as he alfo did: he was that Saviour by whom the
power of the devil was to be deitroyed, as had been
from the beginning foretold ; and who fet us an
example of patiently fuftering for the truth’s fake,
if we fhould be called upon fo to do.

Several of the prophets mention, that the know-
ledge of the true God, formerly in Ifrael alone,
fhould under the Meffiah be [pread over the whole
worlds and we find in the New Teftament that 1t
began to be fulfilled, by the quick fpreading of the
Gofpel at firft, and hints that it would be more uni-
verfal hereafter. The Genttles, formerly fo wholly
given to 1dolatry, were to worfhip the true God uns
der the Gofpel ; this will be a means of uniting the
two parties, formerly inveterate againft each other ;
the converted on both f{ides are now become one
people, and the remaining amimofity between the
converted and unconverted will by degrees wear off §
and an univerfal worfhip of the one only true God,

with an entire forfaking of idolatry, will hereafter
take place.

The kingdom of the Meffiah is to be eftablifbed i
the earth, to be univerfal, grear, excellent, and laft-
ing; and that in this world before the final efta-
blithment of the kingdom of God 1n hcaven. Its
extent is over all parts of the earth, over all nations,
and over all governments ; Ifrael and Judah reftored
a fecond time after many generations, and the Gen-
tiles joining with them in worfhipping the true God,
are the bejE&S of 1t: Itis a kingdom of ncrhteouf-
nefs, in that the judge is juft, merciful, and kind,

not
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not fubje@ to change like the kingdoms of the earth,
but laﬁmg to the end of the world. The creneral
fa&t feems to be exprefs, but it is hard to fay how
far the particular defcriptions of it are fgurative ;
the worldly profperity. of it is chiefly fpoken of to
the Jews, 1ts being the kingdom of the Meffiah,
and the excellency of it, to the Chriftians. The
clofing fcene at laft is calling all men to an account
for their works ; the Son of God who at firft creared
man, and afterward came down to redeem them, 1s
appointed to be their judge at laft; the perfons to
be judged are all men who ever lived, All things
whether fecret or open, that men have either done

or intended, will be examined by the fearcher of

hearts ; and according to their works, the wicked
will be punifhed, and the righteous rewarded.
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Books printed by the fame AvTHor.

I, ISCOVERIES concerning Comets,
| @al‘m’ 1757'

Since this Book was publifhed, I have found the
following Errata and Improvements :

P,1o,N°1§ BEb=HAC
3i BEbV=HA'C
32 SE'I' = fuppl. HA'C 4.fuppl.SE'B
41 for b w,read ¢ bw X /2.
82 HC—Hc zcp=Cp.
83 for Cg read CG.

g1 Tab, VIIL 4. for 12° 26" 46" read 12°25 5"
for 0.59022 read o.59018.

If in Page 9 and 10, N° 5, 6, and 34 are not
corre¢t enough, (as in a very oblique Comet they
pethaps may not) SL N° 6, and SR N° 37, may
be found more corretly thus :

- Take SB, Sy and By as found by a former con-
firution or calculation; and omitting N° 5 and 6,
fay,

yﬂmwrm:r SB : former Su :: prefent SB : prefent Sy

former By : prefent By :: former w : prefent wv
v 15 the point in the orbit perpendicularly over g,
and found as below. |

Then Sp: w it R st Sy

cofe uSv: R :: Sp+ 3 Tu:SL

To find py, omit No 37, and having by N°39
found KM and KN,

In the Triangle SBy from SB, BSy (=I'Sy—.
ISE—BSE') and SiB (=8I’ + 1Y) find By,

| KM : KN :: By : x ‘o By—x=»
Then Sp ¥ 1S R: t.p.Sr
cof. uSy : R =z 5p : SR,

L II. The



Books printed, &c.

II. The Duty, Circumftances, and Benefits of
Baptifm. O&avo, 1771. i

In this Tralt the Doctrine is not firft laid down,
and then Texts fought out to make the opinion
probable ; but, as in the prefent work, the evidence
s firft laid together, and fuch an opinion is care-

fully drawn out, as feems to be the natural meaning
of it. |

Book printed by the late Samuel Barker.

Poefis Hebraica.reftituta. Quarto, 1761.

He does not pretend to have difcovered all the
kinds of Hebrew metre, nor the metres of all the
Pfalms ; but thofe here given feem to go by certain
fixed rules, and to read like verfes. - And he has
left 2 good many miore, fome 1n the fame metres,
and fome in different; but which he had net fuf-
ficiently completed when this was fent to the prels.

10 ¥E 58
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