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Queen Elizabeth, the {econd Prop of the
‘Kingdom, in -his Fime,; Sie-Nicholas Bacon;
‘Knight, Lord-Keeper of the Great Seal of
England .. a Worthy, of known Prudence,
fudgment, Moderation, and” Integrity : His
WNother was Ann Cook, a Daughter of Six
Authony Cook, Knight ;" unto whom the Fru-
dition of King Edweard, the Sixth, had bee
committed 5, a choice LLady, and eminent for
Prety, Virtue, and L.earning ; being exqui-
fitely skill’d, for a-Woman, in the Greek and
Latin Tongue.. Thele being the Parents,
any one might eafily make an early Con-
jeCture, what the Ifiue was like to be ; ha-
ving had all the Advantages that- Nature and
Kducation could give hin.

His firlt and tender Years of Childhood,
pals’d not without remarkable Proofs of {u-
perior Exceliency 3 - at which Age, he was
endued with: fuch a towardnefs and acute-
nefs of Wit,. as gave great Hopes of that pro-
found and univerfal Apprehenfion, which he
was afterwards famous for ; and' ‘caufed himx
to be taken notice of by feveral of the No-
bles, and other PBerfons ¢f Eminence fur
Worth and Place 5. and efpecially by the
Queen her {elf,. who (as I have been credi-
bly inform’d ) ‘delighted to talk with him,
and to try bim with. pretty hard Queftions :
Unto whom he acquitted himfelf with that
Gravity and Maturity of Judgment, above
bts Years, that her- Majefty ufed. to. call him,,
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The young Lord Keeper. When fhe ask’d him,
How bld be wwas, he 1ngenioufly, tho’ but a
Child, anfwer’d, That be was two Tears young-
er than Hér Maefty’s bappy Adminiftration.
At the ordindry Years of Ripenefs for Uni-
verfity-Learninig, or rather fomething earlier;
by Order of his Father, he was enter’d of
Trinity College, under the Care of the moft
Reverend Fobn Whitgift, Dolor of Divinity,
then Mafier of the College, afterwards the
Renowned Arch-Bithop  of Canterbury, a
Prelate of the Fir{t Magnitude, for Sandtity,
Learning, Patience, and Humility 5 under
whom he was obferv’d to have made a won-
derful Proficience, above any of his Co-tem-
poraries, in the Liberal Arts and Sciences:
Whilft he was yet a Student in the Univer-
fity, being about 16 Years of Age ( as his
Lordfhip hath been pleafed to impart unto my
felf ) he firft fell into Diflike of the Ariftote-
lian Philofophy,; not from any Undervalue
entertain’d of the Author; whom he ever
ufed to extol moft highly, but for the Un-
truitfulnefls of the Way 3 being a Philofophy
( as his Lordfhip was often pleas’d to fay )
made only for Difputations and Contentiofis;
but for the produ&ion of Works for the Be-
nefit of human Life; altogether barren.  Ird
which Mind he continu’d to his dying Day,
. After he had run the Circle of the Labes
tal Arts; his Father thought fit to frame
and miowld him to the Arts of Sfate  and
T B3 o fot
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for that End fent him over into France, in
the Retinue of Sir Amyas Pauler, then de-
fign’d Ambaflador in ordinary to the French
King : By whom he was, after a while,
held fit to be fent back into England with a
Meflage to the Queen. Which Affair having
perform’d not without Thanks from Her
Majefty, he return’d a fecond Time into
France, with Intention not to {ee England a-
oaln for fome Years. During his Travels in
France, his Father, the Lord-Keeper, died

iewmo- ( as I have heard of knowing Per-
fons) a confiderable Sum of Money, colledt-
ed with Intention to have made a Purchafe
of Land for the ufe of this his youngeft Son ;

{ who was the only one unprovided for after
fits Father’s Death; and tho’he had the leaft
Part of his Father’s F.{tate, he had a princi-
pal Share in his Affe&tion ) but this Purchafe
being defign’d only whilft his Father was a-
live, and “not accomplith’d, there came no
greater Share to him than his fingle Part, and
Portion of the Money dividable among five

Brethren ; which was the Caufe of his Li-
ving In {ome Straits and Neceflittes 1n his
yvounger Years. For as for that noble and
pleafant Manour of Gorbambury, he came not
to 1t, till many Years after, namely, by the
Death of his dearcf Brother, Mr. Aurthony
Bacon, a celebrated Gent}e:man and perfeltly
well vers'd in foreign Courts, equal to his

l’rutbet in height of Wi, bur inferiour to
him
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him in the knowledge of the Liberal Arts :

2
bet ween whom there was a great Dearnels of

Affe@ion, they Two being the {ole Male Ii-
{ue of 2 {econd PVenter.

Deing. return’d froms Framce, he was to
refolve upon a Courle of Life 5 therefore he
apply’d himfelf to the Study and Profeflion
of the Common-Law, in which he attain’d to
great Excellency in a fhort Timey tho’ (to
ufe his own Words ) he made that Knowledge
but as an Acceflary, not as his principal
Study. He publifh’d, at the very beginning,
{everal Traltates upon that Subje&d, where-
in, tho’ {fome great Mafters of the L.aw out-
went him, perhaps, in Bulk and Number of
Cafes, yet in Weight, and in the Knowledge
of the Grounds and Mylieries of the Law,
he was exceeded by none,

Before .he was out of his Frefbmanfbip in
the Law, he was fworn of the Queen’s Coun-
cil Learned Extraordinary ; a Grace (as | have
been told ) {carce ever indulg’d ta any before.
He {eated himfelf for the Convenlence of
his Studies, and Pra&ice, among{t the Ho-
nourable Society of Greyes-Inn 3 of which
Houfe he admitted himfelf a Member, where
he erected that elegant Pile, or Stru@ure, coms
mmonly known by the Name of, The Lord
Bacon's Lodgings , which he inhabited by
Turns the moft Part of his Life, ( fome few
Years only excepted ) unto his dying Day :
In which Society he carried hunfelf with

B3 {uch
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{uch Sweetnefs, Pleafantry, and Generofity
of Spirit, that he was much revered and lo-
ved by the Seniors, and young Gentlemen of
the Houfe.

- But notwithftanding that he ftuck to the
Profeflion of the Law, for his Livelihood,
and Subfiftence, yet, in his Heart and Af:
fe@ion, he was carried more to Political
Arts, and Places of State ; for which, if Her
Roy al Majefty had then plcas’d he was f{in-
o'ularly Qualified. In his younger Years, he
join’d himfelf with thofe that ftudied the
Service and Fortunes of that noble, but un-
fortunate Worthy, the Earl of Eﬁ}x whom
he ferv’d, to the utmoft of his Power, as a
private, and moft faithful Couniellor ; and
indeavour’d to inftil into him {afe and ho.
:nourable Advice, till, in the end, the Earl
heark’ning to the Counfels of certam rath
and violent Perfons, hurried himfelf into
Ruin.

 His Birth, and inpgenuous Qualifications,
oave him, above others of his Profefllon, an
cafy and free Accefs to Court, and confe-
quently to the Queen’s Prefence ; who vouch-
fafed to difcourfe him in prlvate and with
great.Familiarity, ( whenever it was conve-
1‘11ent) not only about IMatters of his Pro-
feflion, and Law-Bufinefs, but alfo about the
arduous Affairs of the State of the Kingdom :
in whofe Anfwers, from Time to Time, fhe

Was ﬁugely ﬁtlsfy’d Neverthelefs, tho’ the
i cheared
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cheﬂred him much witlt the Bonntv of her
Countenance, yet {he never cheared him with
the Bounty of her Tand, having never -con-
fer’d upon him any thce? whether of Hoa
q1our or Profit, {ave ouly one dry Reverfion
of the Remﬁ‘e} s-Office in the Star-Chamber,
worth about x6oo/. per dnnum ; for which
he waited, 1n- expeftation, either fully, or
near twenty Years ; of which-Office his Lord-
thip, in Queen Elizabetls Lime, pleafantly
{a1d, That it was like anotber Man's Ground
dying Z!])CJ?Z his Houfe, =wbich might mend bis
Profpecg, but did mnot fill 'his Barn. MNever-
-thdefs, in the Reign “of bhing HJames, he at
laft enjoy’d 1r, and wansgd 1 by a 5eputy
But this could net be any ways imputed to
a Dilaffe@ion, er Averfenels in the Queen
towards him, butto the Arts and :Emulation
of a certain Peer av that {'ine in great Fa-
vour with the Queen, wio libour'd by ald
means to deprefs and keep hiin down, lefi
if he hadrifen te any Pitch, his own Glory
might have been obfcared b" fiim.

But tho® he ficod loag a:. a Stay, 1m the
Days of his Ml&r@f&, Gueen Elizabeth, yet
after the change of ndunmﬂutlon and co-
mine i1 of his new Mafter, King _;nm.fx he
made 4 hafty Pregrels ; by whom he was
remarkably advanc’d into Places of Truil,
Honour, and Profir. { have {een a Lettet
in his Lord{hlps own I1and to King Fames,
vherein he acknowledses, That he spas thiat

B T4 fl.{l’?ﬁf;
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Mafler to bim, that bad raifed, and advanced
bim nine Times 3 thrice in Dignity, and fix
Times in Office. "The Offices he means were,
I concelve Council Learned exz‘rdr}rdznm'y to
Hics ﬂfﬂ]eﬂy s ( as he had been before to
Queen Elizabeth ) King's Sollicitor-General
KngJAttornqy General . Privy-Counfellor, be-
ing yet but Arzoracy Lm d Keeper of the
Great Seal of England : lqﬂly, Lmd Chan-~
cellor = Which two laft Places, tho’ they
be the fame in Authority and Power yet
they differ in Patent, Heighth, and Favour
of the Prince fince whofe Time, none of
his Succellors was ever oraC d w1th the Title
of Lord Chancellor to this D> His Dignities
were, arft, Anight , then, B:z; n of Verulam i
iaﬁl}g Vifcount St. Albas : Befices other o*ood
(Gifts, and Bounties of the Hand, Wthh hlS
Wiajelty was pleas’d to give him, both out of
the Br vad Sezl, and Alienation Oﬁce.
“Tawards his rifing Years, he had Thoughts
of Marriage. Accordingly he tock to Wife,
Alice, one of the Daughters, and Co-Heirs of
Bf*ze::/z:.f Barnbam, Efquire, and Alderman of
Leondon'sy with whom he receiv’d a {ufhiciently
awnple, and liberal Portion, as well in Land,
as Mcney.  Children by her he had none;
vshich though they be 3 Means to perpetuate
our Name afrer our Death, yet be had the
Fortune to be blefs’d wnh another Iffie to
perpetuate his Memory, the Iffize of his Brain,
ln which he was cvex Haopy; and Wonder-
o ful ; ¥
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ful ; like ?upiter; when he brought forth
Pallas. Neither did the Want of Children,
in the leaft, abate his Affe&tion to his Con-
{ort, whom he ever profecuted with the high-
eft conjugal Love, and Marks of Refped 3 with
many rich Gifts, and Settlements, befides a
matrimonial Robe of Honour, which fhe wore
twenty Years after his Death. For fo long
{he {urviv’d her honourable Husband.

The laft Five Years of his Life, with-
drawing from Civil Affairs, and an ative
Life, he employ’d wholly in Contemplation
and Studies. A Thing which he feems to
have had moft at Heart y as if he had affe&ted
to dye in the Shade, rather than in the Light.
Whereof plain Difcoveries are to be met with,
in perufing his Works. In which Time he
compofed the greateft Part of his Books, both
in Englifb and Latiny which I will endeavour
to ennumerate 1n the juft Order of Time
( being prefent, and oblerving it ) wherein
they were Written. ‘They ftand thus. The
Hiftory of the Reign of Henry the Seventh
King of England, 1n'the ZEnglifh Tongue.
Abecedarium Nature ; a Metaphyfical Piece,
which by {fome 1ll Fate is loft.  Hifforia Ven-
torum. ~ Hifforia Vite er Mortis.  Hiftoria
Denfr, et Rari, now firft Printed. Hifforia
Gravis, ¢ Levis 3 which 1s alfo loft. Thefe
Books written 1n Larin. Afterwards certain
Fragments 1n Englifh o as, A Diftourfe of a
IWar with Span. A Dialogue touching an

- Ho-
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Holy War. The Fable of the New Atlantis.
A Preface to e Digeft of the Laws of En-
gland. The beginning of the Hiftory of the
Rewn of Henry the Eighth King of England.
There had pals’d between, A Work concern-
ing the Advarcemens of Lezzrnmg . 1n the
Tranflating of which, by his own proper
Strength, and without Help, out of Englifb
into Latin, he labour’d exceedingly, and en-
rich’d it every where with many and vari-
ous Additions and #%Iinlargements. Afters
wards, Counfels Civil apd Moral, ( call’d be-
fore, Eﬂﬂy.r ) but then enlarg’d both in Nums=
ber and Weight, in the Englifb Tongue. The
Converfion 0]‘ certain Pfalms of David into
Englifh Verfe. Again : The Tranflation of
certain Writings of bis’ out of Englilh znio
Latin j as, The Hiftory of King Henry the
Seventh. Counfels Civil and Moral , call’d
after that, Sermones Fideles  or, Interiora
Rerwm.  The Dialogue  of the Haf)r War &
And, The Fable af the New Atlantis ; to
f"ratify Foreigners, who, he was told, had a
Defire to fee them. _Hls Book of The Wif-
dom of the Antients, revifed. Inquifitio de
Mﬂcgnez?e. Lopica Inqu{ftzoms de Luce e Liue-
mine. Laftly, Sylva Sylvarum y or, The Na-
sural Hiftory, an Englifb Plece. And thefe
were the Fruits and Produ&ions of his laft
Years. Books wrote before that Time, 1
mention not.  His Lordfhip alfo deﬁgn’d
{ upon the Motion of His Majefty K. Cbarles )

{o
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to have written the Reign. of King Henry
the Eighth ¢ Dut that Book went no fur-
ther than Deflign only, God not indulging
our glorious Author longer Life, However
there 1s a Specimen extant of that Hiftory,
being the Produ& of a few Morning Hours
of one Day, amongft his Lord(hip’s Mifcella-
ny Works publifh’d ‘in Englifh 5 by which you
may lee, ex ungue Leonem. =~

- There 1s a Commemoration due, as well
to the Virtues, and Abilities of this Great
Man, as to the Courfe of his Life., Thofe
Abilities, which commonly are parted, and go
fingle 1n other Men, tho’ of prime Parts,
met together, and were married as it were
in him. Thole were, Sharpnefs of Wit,
Strength of Memory, a piercing Fudgment,
and a flowing FElocution. For the former
'I'hree, his Books do abundantly fpeak them 5
of which (as Hirtius {ays of Fulius Cefar )
bow well and correétly bhe wrote them, let the
World judge 3 but with what eafe and quick-
nefs be didtated thein, I know my [elf. But
for the Fourth, that is, his Elocution, I {hall
mention what I my {elf heard Sir Walter
Kawleigh ( whole Judgment may well be truf-
ted ) once {peak of himy That the Earl of -
SALISBURY was ¢ good Speaker, but no
good Pen-Man ' on the other Hand, That the
Earl of NORTHAMPTON was 2 good
Pen-Man, bix no good Speaker ; but that
Sir FRANCIS BACON excell’d in both,
Speaking and Writing, | | 1
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I have often thought, that, if there was
any Man, whom God vouchfaf’d to illumi-
nate with a Beam of Human Knowledge,
in thefe modern Times, it was undoubtedly
He. For though he was a great Reader of
Books, yet that he drew his Knowledge
from Books only, muft never be granted
but from certain Principles and Notions,
fighted up within himfelf ; which notwith.-
flanding he vented not rafhly, but with great
Caution, and Circumi{pedion. FHis Novum
Orgamun ( which in his own Account was
the chiefeft of his Works) was no {light
Imagination, or Fancy of his Brain 5 but a
fixt as it were, and radicated MNotion 3 the
Produftion of many Years inceffant Labour.
¥ my lelf have found, among his L_ordlhip’s
private Papers, about twelve Coples of the
Novum Organum, labour’d, and revifed from
Xear to Year, and every Year ftill further
polifh’d and amended, till at laft it came
to that EFrame, in which it was publi{li’d :
As many living Creatures lick their Young,
till they bring them to Strength of Limbs.

In the compofing of his Books, he prin-
cipally drove at Strength and Perfpicuity of
Exprefilon 5 not Elegancy, or Sprucenefs of
Eanguage . Aud 1 Writing, or Didtating,
wouid often ask, If the Meaning were ex-
prefs’d clearly and plainly enough = As knows
ing it fit, that Words fhould be {ubfervient

to Matter, not Matter to Words. And if he
happen’d
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happen’d to hit upon a polite. Stile, (as he
was reckon’d a Mafter of the Englifa 'Fongue )
it was .becaufe he could do neo otherwife.
Neither was he taken with trifling and play-
ing upon Words ; but did ever purpofely
and induftrioufly avoid it ; well knowing
that fuch Fooleries are but Deviations and
Digreflions from the Scope intended, and pre-
judice, and derogate, not a little, from the
Gravity and Dignity of the Stile.

He was no Plodder upon Books : For
though he read much, and that with great
Judgment, and rejeftion of Impertinencies
incident to many Authors, yet he would in-
terlace a moderate Relaxation of Mind with
his Studies 5 as gentle Walking, Coaching,
flow Riding, playing at Bowls, and other
fuch-like KExerciles. And yet he would lofe
no Tiume 5 for, upon his firlt return, he would
immediately fall to Reading, or Thinking a-
gain ; and {o {uffer’d no Moment, or Slip of
Time, to be loft, and pafs by him unprofita-
bly. -
yYou might call his Table a Refe&®ion of
the Ear, as well as the Stomach : Like the
Noltes Artice, or Entertainments of the Deipa
nofopbifts  wherein a Man might be refreth’d
in his Mind and Underftanding, no lefs than
in his Body. I have known. fome of no
mean Parts, that have profefs’d to make ufe
of their Note-Books, when they have rifen
from his Table. He never took a Pride,

as
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as i§ the Humour of fome, in putting any
of his Guefts, or that otherwife difcours’d
with him, to the Blufh j but was ever ready
to countenance and encourage tiieir Abilities;
whatever they were. Neither was he one
that would appropriate the Difcourfe to him-
{felf alone, but left a Liberty to the reft of
the Company to take their Turns ; wherein
he took Pleafure to hear a Man {peak in his
own IFaculty, and would draw him on, and
allure him to difcourfe upon {uch a Subjedt.
And for himfelf, he defpifed no Man’s Ob-
{ervations ; but would light his Torch at any
Man’s Candle. . - |
His Opinions, and Aflertions, were {carce
ever controverted; and whilit he difcours’d,
all hearken’d, and none contradifted ; as 1t
he had utter’d Oracles, rather than Difcour-
{fes. Which, I think, may be imputed el-
ther to the exa@ weighing of his Sentence,
before he declar’d it, in the Scales of Fruth
and Reafon ; or to the Eftcem wher¢in he
was univerfally held, that no Man would
conteft with him. So that there was fio Ar-
cumentation, or Pro and Con known at his
Table : Or, if there chanced to be any, it
was carried with much Submiffion and Mos

deration. :

I have often obferv’d, and {oc have other
Men of great Account, that if he had occafion,
in Difcourfe, to repeat another Man’s Words
after him, he had a Faculty to diels them
' 11X
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in new and better Apparel ¢ So that the
Author fhould find his own Speech better’d
in the Stile, but in Senfe and Subftance the
fame 5 as if it had been natural to him to
ufe good Forms :  As Ouid {pake of his Fa-
culty of Verfifying 4 P

‘Honounrable XV

E: quodtentabam dicere, Verfus erats

Whenever his Oifice oblig’”d him (as he
was of the King’s Counfel Learned ) to charge
any Offender, either in Criminal, or Capital
Matters, he never fhew’d any thing of Haugh-
tinels, or Infult over the Delinquent 3 but be-
hav’d him{elf with Mildnefs, and decent Tem-
per : And though he knew it his Duty, as
concern’d for the King, to charge the Party
Home, yet he carried 1t {fo as to caft a {fevere
Eyeupon. the Example, and a merciful Eye
upon the Perfon. And in Affairs of State,
when he was made of the Privy-Council
he obferv’d an excellent Method of Advi-
fng o not engaging his Mafter 1n anvy preci-
pitate,, or unpopular and oppreflive Counfels 5
but in moderate, and equal Courfes: King
Fames honouring him with this Teftimony,
Ihat ke bad the Knack of managing Bufinefs
en a pleafing agrecable Manner 4 and declar’d,
That was the Way which was moft accord-
ing. to. bis own Heare,

Neither
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Neither was he ( when there was Occa-
fion ). lefs Gracious with the Subjelts of the
Kingdom, than with the King himfelf. He
was ever very acceptable to, the Houfe of
Commons, whilft he was a Member thereof:
Being the King’s Attorney, and chofen to. a
Place in Parliament, he was allow’d and dif-
pens’d with, to {it 1n the Houfe;, which was
not permltted to other Attornies. And as he
had the Reputation of a good Servant to his
Mafter, being never, in. r9 Years Service,
( as himfelf averr’d ) rebuked by the ng,
for any Offence relating to His Majefty 5 fo
he had the Charalter of a good Mafter to
his own Servants ; and freely rewarded theiz
Yong Attendance with good Places, when they
fell into his Power i “which was the Caufe
why he was almoft tired with Importunities
to admit {fo many young Gentlemen of Blood
and Quality into the Number of his Retis
nue. And 1f any of them made an 1ll Ufe
of his Grace and Favour, it muft be impu-
ted only to an Errour in the Goodnefs of
his Nature, and be a perpetual Mark of In-
famy and Indicretion upon them.

This great Man was ftri¢tly Religious: For
though the World be apt to brand great Po-
Irticians, and exalted Wits, withh the Name
of AELé’:_‘!ﬂJ‘ yet He was converfant with God
as evidently appears by various Teﬁunomes,v
{catter’d throughout the whole Thread of

his Works. Otherwife he would have de-
— ftroy’d
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ftroy’d, and overturn’d his own Principles,
which were, That a [mattering in Pbhilofo-
phy draws the Miid from God, as attribu-
ting too much to fecond Caufes ; but a full
Draught of Philofovhy, brings it about again
1o God. Now that He was a deep Philofo-
phber; 1 believe there is rio one that will de-
‘ny. And not only {os but he was both as
ble and ready 2o render a Reafon of the Hope,
which was in bim 5 which that Writing of his,
Ihe Confeffion of Faith, doth. abundantly te-
ftify. He repaired frequently { when his
Health would permit him ) to the Service
of the Church 3 to hear Sermons ; to the ad-
miniftration of the Sacrament ; and at laft di-
ed 11 the true Faith, eftablith’d in the Churck
of England. | | |
'This may be laid down for 4 certain Truth;,
That he wag entirely void of all Malice g
which ( as he faid himfelf y be neither bred,
mor fed, As for revenging of Injuries, he ne=
- ver fo much as thought of it 5 for which, if
~ he had been fo difpos’d, he was arm’d both
with Opportunity and Power. He was no
Heaver of Men out of their Places 5 as if the
Ruin and Undoing of others were Fatnefs
i to pis Bones. He was no Defamer of any
: Man to his Princé. One Day, when a great
- Statefman, th:t had been no Friend of his;
was newly de:d; the King ask’d him; Whar
be thought of that Lord which was gone 3
8 to whom he made anfwer,

J:.LL‘-'.-!-‘;- - e
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that never woitld bave advanc®d or imprev’d
His Majefty'’s Eftate 5 but undoubtedly be would
have done bis beft to keep it from being worfe,
Which 1 reckon not ainong his Moral, but
his Chriftian Virtues,

His Fame 1s greater, and founds louder a-
broad, and in foreign Parts, than at Home,
in his own Mation 3 thereby verifying that
divine Oracle, 4 Propber is not withour Ho-
nour, fave in bis eown Countrey, and in bis
own Houfe. Concerning which, 1 will give
vou -a lafte only, out of a Letter, written
from Italy ( the Store-Houfeof refined Wits)
to the late Earl of Devonfbire, then the-Lord
Candifb. [t was thus : I will expelf the
NEW ESSAYS of my Lord Chancelloy
Bacon 3 as alfo bzs Hiftory, and whatever
elfe be is compofing, with great Impatience :
But particularly, in bis Hiftory I promife my
Jelf a perfelt and finif’d Piece, efpecially in
Henry the Seventh 5, where he will bave Scope
20 exercife the Talent of 'bis divine Underfland-
ing. This Lord is daily more and mere known,
and bis Works bere more and more delighted
in; and thofe Men that bave a more than or-
dinary Infight into buman Affairs, efteem bim
one of the moft capable, and moft fublime Spz-
rits of this Age y and be is truly fuch.

Now his Fame does not decay by length
cf Time, but encreafes rather. Divers of
his Books bave been taught to {peak other
Eanguages, as wtll Learned as Modern, both

fome
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r;jome time fnce and lately, by the Natives of

thofe Countries. Several Perﬂms of Qua-
i'hty, during his Lordfhip’s Life, crofs’d the
Seas into Engl.cmd for no other Reafon but
to fee him, and to gain an Opportunity of
difcourfing with him. One of whom he pre-n-
.‘lfented with his Picture, at full length,
carry into France with him : which thal:
Stranger acknowledg’d would be a Thing
’mo{’c acceptable to his Country-men, that fo
they might enjoy the Image of his Perfon
‘as well as the Images of his Brain, his Booksa
”“*’lAmon;r{’c the reft, Marquis Fizz, a French No-
sbleman who came Ambaﬁador into England
ithe firft Year of Queen Mary, Wife to King
:Cbmle: was taken with an extracrdinary De-
fire to fce him. And meeting with an Op-
.portunity for it, when he was come into his
:Chamber, being then through Weaknefs, con-
fined to his Bed, he faluted him in a Stile a
llttle of the randeﬂ: That bis Lordfbip bad
3'05” been to %zm [tke tbe Angels, of whom be
‘bad beard much, and bad alfo iead wnh
Lof them in Book.r bt was mever indilg’d &
;bz‘gbt of them. After which Interview, {¢
-inttmate a Friend{hip was contralted betweer
*them, and the Marquis did fo much revere
shim, ‘that befides frequent Vifits, Lerters pafs’d
""betweun them under the Titles and Appella-
wnons of Father and Sorn. As for Salutatioris;
E"'f‘*”ilsflthout Number, by Letters from foreign
Worthlgs,, d@VQth {0 VVIfdom or gooj L,earnm
S TN
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ing, I forbear to mention them j; becaufe this
is a Thing common to other Men of Note,
together with him.

But when I {peak of his Fame, I would
be underftood not in the Exclufive, but In
the Comparative only ; for his Reputation
is not decay’d, or weak, but firong and vi-
sorous, among thofe of his Country allog
efpecially fuch as are of a more acute and
fublime Underftanding ; which. I will ex-
emplify but with two Teftimonies, and no
more. The former is this : When his He-
flory of the Reign of Henry the Seventh
was ready for the Purefs, it was deliver’d by
King Fames to the Lord Brook to peruie ;
who, when he had difpatch’d it, return’d
it to the Author with this Elogy, Commend
sie to bis Lordfhip, and defire bim to get
gaod Paper and Iak, for the Work is incoms
parable.  The other fhall be that of Doctor
Samuel Collins, late Profeflor of Divinity,
and Provolt of Aing’s Coilege Cambridge,
a Man of no vulgar Wit, who affirm’d to
me, ( whether 10 Mirth or Earneft ) That
when be bad read the Book of the Advance-
snent of  Learning, be found bimfelfin a cafe
zo begin bis Studies anew o and that be bad
fq/z‘ all the Time of his Studying before.

It hath been detired by fome Perfons, that
fomething fhould be inferted touching his
Dier, and the Regunen of his Health ; for
that, by reafon ot his univerfal Infight in-

LO
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f Nature, he may, perhaps, be to {fome an
¢ixample therein. For his Diet, it was ra-

.

Evh_er plentiful and liberal, as his Stomach

would bear, than low or reftrained ; which
the elfewhere commended in his Fiffory of
i 1Life and. Death, In his younger Years he fed
dchicfly upon the finer and lighter Meats
'( as Fowls, and the like ) bur, upon fur-
ither Experience, he approv’d rather the
titronger Meats, {uch as the Shambles afford :
Eas thofe Meats which bred the fironger and
tmore folid, and ( to ufe his own Words)
%zbe lefs diffipable Juices of the Body ; and
iwould often eat nothing elfe, though there
éWﬁl‘ﬁ other Difhes upon the Table. You may
%15; fure he would by no means negle& that
himfelf, which vou find fo much extol’d in
this Writings 5 that is, the frequent ufe of
: Netre, whereof he took the Quantity of about
ithree Grains, in thin, warm Broth, every
%Morning, for thirty Years, more or lefs, next
Ebefore his Death. As for Medicing, it 1s true,
s that he lived Medicinally, but not Miferably s
;for he conflantly took halfa Dram, and no
-more, of Rbubarb, infufed in a Draught of

;

: White-Wine and Beer iringled together, for

“the fpace of half an Hour, once in fix or

¢ feven Days @ And that a little before Meat
E(whethcr Dinner, or Supper ) that it might
. dry the Body the lefs ; which ( as himfelf
 allerted ) carried away frequently the groffer
Humours of the Body, without caufing the

C 3 Spirits
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Spirits to exhale, which repeated Swerrngs§
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do. And for other Phyfick, ( whaifoes .,_Jr

hath been commonly faid ) he ufed n)m

The Rcceipt for the Gowr, which « .ﬂﬁ{-ﬂlf
was the Author of, and whlch apos {1z

quent Experience, eafed his Pain withi w0l

fHours, is extant.in the End of the I\m‘uwl
.Hzﬁmy

It may feem that the Momx had fome prin-§

cipal Place in the Figure of his Nativiry.}

For as often as the Moon was eclipfed, hel

was {eiz’d with a fudden Fit of Fainting ;

ad that tho’ he had no previous Knowledgef
of the Lunar Defeét : And the Ecliple nof
{fooner ceas’d, but he recover’d., and came}

o huntelf again.

A%

ihe 66th Year of his Age, at the Farl of]
Arundel’s Houle, in High-Gate, near Lon-|
don ; to which Place he cafually repair-
cd elght Days before, for Diverfion, and

not with defign to ﬂay . God fo ordammg,
that he {hOL.Id dye there of a gentle Fever,

ﬂ“compamed with a violent Defluxion, where-
ov the Rheum fell {o plentifully upon his

Breaft, that he dyed by Suffocaticn. He
was buried in St. Michacl’s Church, at St
Albans y the Place appointed for his Burial
by his laft Will and Teftament, both becaulc
the body of his Mother was mtcrd there

and

e died on the Igth* Day of Ari E,f,’, in the
Year 1626, early 1n the Morning ¢ the Day]|
celebrated for our Saviour’s Refurrﬂ&lon, N

a

':n
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and becaufe it was the only Church remain-
ing from the Ruins of old Perulam. Where
he hath a noble Monument of White Mar-
ble erefted for him ( by the Care and Grati-
tude of Sir Thomas Mearutys, Kt. his Execu-
tor,and formerly his Lordthip’s Secretary, and
afterwards Clark of the Privy-Council, under
two Kings) reprefenting his Efhgies fitting
in a Chair, and fludying ; together with
an Epitaph compofed out of Love and Admi-
ration, by that accomplifh’d Gentleman, and
bright Wit, Str Henry Wotton. ,
But howfoever his Body, which he depo-
fited, was mortal, yet his Works and Memo-
ry will undoubtedly live, and endure as
fong as the World endures. In order to
which, I have thought good (according to
my poor Ability ) to make this Collection,
fuch as it is, by way of contributing ( af-
ter a2 {ort ) to the propagating of his Name

~to Pofierity.
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Péceméer 23. 1710, N2 267

‘The TATLER.

Quigenus bumanum ingenio fuperavit, et omnes

_chﬂmxzz: feellas, exortus uii ALrthereus Sol.
Lucr,

4 Have heard, that 1t 1s a Rule among the
=~ Conventuals of feveral Ordersin the Ro-
snifp Church, to fhut them{elves up at a cer-
gain Time of the Year, not only from the
’World in general, but from the MMembers of
their own Fraternity, and to pafs away fe-
veral Days by themfelves in {ettling Accounts
between their Maker and their own Souls,

in cancelling unrepented Crimes, and re-
newing their Contradls of Obedlence for the
tuture. ouch f{tated Times for particu-
lar A&s of Devotion, or the exercife of
certain religious Duties, have been enjoin’d
in all civil Government, whatever Deity they
worfhipped, ‘or whatever Religion they pro-
fefled. That which may be done at all
1lmes, 1s often mtally negle&ed and for-
th[CD
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gotten, unlefs fixed and determined to fome
Time more than another ; and therefore, tho
feveral Duties may be {uitable to every Day
of our Lives, they are woft likely to be per-
form’d, if fome Days are more particularly
fet apart for the Pra&tice of them. Qur
Church has accordingly inftituted feveral Sea-
{fons of Devotion, when Time, Cuftom, Pre-
{cription, and (if I may fo fay ) the Fa-
fhion it felf, call upon a Man to be feri-
ous and attentive to the great End of his
Belng.

I have hinted in fome former Papers, that
the greateft and wifeft of Men in all Ages
and Countries, particularly in Rome and
Greece, were renowned for their Pilety and
Virtue. It 1s now my Iatention to fhow
how thofe in our own Nation, that have
been unqueftionably the moft eminent for
Learning and Knowledge, were likewife the
moft eminent for their adherence to the Re-
ligion of their Country.

I might produce very fhining Examples
among the Clergy ; but becaufe Priefteraft
1s the common Cry of every cavilling, em-
pty Scribbler, I fhall thew, that all the Lay-
men who have exerted a more than ordi-
nary Genius in their Writings, and were
the Glory of their Times, were Men whofe
Hopes were filled with Immortality, and the
Profpe& of future Rewards, and Men who
lived in a dutiful Submiflion to all the Do-
&rines of Revealed Religion. I

|
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I fhall in this Paper only inftance Sir
Francis Bacon, a Man who for the Greate
nels of Genius, and Compafs of Knowledge,
did Honour to his Age and Country 3 !
could almoft fay, to human Nature it felf
#e poflefs’d at once all thofe extraordinary
Talents which were divided amongit the
oreateft Authors of Antiquity, He had the
found, diftin&, comprehenfive Knowledge
of Ariftorle, with all the beautiful Lights,
Graces, and Embellifhments of Cicero. One
does not know which to admire moft in his
Writings, the Strength of Reafon, Force of
Stile, or Brightnels of Imagination.

‘This Author has remarked in {everal
Parts of his Works, that a thorough Infight
:nto Philofophy makes a good Believer, and
that a Smattering in it naturally produces
iuch a Race of defpicable Infidels, as the
iittle proiligate Writers of this prefent Age,
whom (I muft confefs ) I have always ac-
cufed to my felf, not fo much for their
Want of Faith as their Want of Learning.

I was infinitely pleafed to find among
the Works of this extraordinarv Man, a
Prayer of his own compofing, which for
the Hlevation of Thought, and Greatnels of
Expreflion, {feems rather the Devotion of
an Angel than a Man. His principal Fault
icems to have been the Excefs of that Vir-
tue which covers a multitude of Faults,
Fhis betrayed him to fo great an Indul-

gelce
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gence towards his Servants, "who made a cor=
rupt Ufe of it, that it {tripp’d him of all
thofe Riches and Honours which a long Se-
ries of Merits had heaped upon him. But
in this Prayer, at the {fame ‘I'ime that we
find him proftrating himfelf before the great
Mercy-Seat, and humbled under Afilitions,
which at that Time lay heavy upon him,
we fee him fupported by the Senfe of his
Integrity, his Zeal, his Devotion, and hls
f.ove to Mankind, which give him 'a much
higher Figure in the Minds of Thinking
Men, than that Greatnefs had done from
which he was fallen. 1 fhall beg leave to
write down the Prayer it felf, with the
Title to 1t, as 1t was found among his
Ford(hip’s Papers, written by his own Hand ;
not being able to furnith my Reader with an

Entertainment more {uitable to this {olemn
Time.

A Prayer, or Plalm, wmade by wy Lord
Bacon, Chancelbor of England.

MOS I’ gracious Lord God, my mer-
¢ ciful Father ; from my Youth-up,
* my Creator, my Redeemer, my Comforter,
¢ Thou, O Lord, foundeft and f{earcheft the
&
&

Depths and Secrets of all Hearts ; Thou
¢ acknowledgeft the upright of Heart; Thou
N ¢ judgeft
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judgeft the Hypocrite ; Thou pondereft

Men’s Thoughts and Doings, as in a Ba-
lance ; Thou meafureft their Intentions
as with a Line : Vanity and crooked Ways
cannot be hid from Thee. Remember, O

< Lord! how thy Servant hath walked be-
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fore Thee: Remember what 1 have firft
fought, and what hath been principal in
my Intentions. [ have loved thy Aflem-
blies, I have mourned for the Divifions of
thy Church, 1 have delighted in the
Brightnefs of thy San&uary. This Ving,
which thy Right-Hand hath planted in
this Nation, I have ever prayed unto
Thee, that it might have the firft and
the latter Rain ; and that it might {tretch
her Branches to the Seas,and to the Floods.
‘The State and Bread of the Poor and Op-
prefled have been precious in mine Eyes.
I have hated all Cruelty, and hardnels of
Heart. I have (tho’ in a defpifed Weed )
procured the Good of all Men. If any
have been my Enemies, I thought not of
them ; neither hath the Sun almoft fer
upon my Difpleafure ; butl have been as
a Dove, free from Superfluity of Mali-
cioufnefs, Thy Creatures have been my
Books, but thy Scriptures much more. 1
have fought Thee in the Courts, Fields,
{sardens, but I have found Thee 1n thy
iemple,

¢ Thou-
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¢ Thoufands have been my 3ins, and ten
« Thoufands my Tranfgreflions, but thy San-
¢ &ifications have remained with me, and
¢ my Heart ( through thy Grace ) hath beer
¢ an unquenched Coal upon thine Altar,
¢« O Lord, my Strength! I have fince my
¢ Youth met with Thee in all my Ways, by
¢ thy fatherly Compaffions, by thy comfor-
¢ table Chaftifements, and by thiy moft vifi-
¢ ble Providence. Asthy Favours have in-
¢ creafed upon me, fo have thy Correcti-
ons ; fo as Thou haft been always near
me, O Lord! And ever as my worldly
Bleflings were exalted, {o fecret Darts from
Thee have pierced me 3 and when I have
afcended before Men, 1 have defcended 1n
Huamiliation before ‘Fhee. And now when
I thought moft of Peace and Honour,
thy Hand 1s heavy upon me, and hath
humbled me according to thy former lo-
ving Kindnefs, keeping me {till in thy fa-
therly School, not as a Baftard, but as a
Child. Juft are thy Judgments upon me
for my Sins, which are more in Num-
ber than the Sands of the Sea, but have
1o proportion to thy Mercies : kor what
are the Sands of the Sea ? FEarth, Hea-
vens, and all thefe, are nothing to thy
Mercies.
‘ Befides my 1nnumerable Sins, I confefs
¢ before Thee, that [ am a Debtor to Thee
¢ for the gracitous Talent of thy Gifts and

¢ Graces,
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¢ Graces, which I have neither put into a
¢ Napkin, nor put 1t (asI ought) to Ex-
¢ changers, where 1t might have made beft
¢ Profir, but mifpent it in Things for which
I was leaft it : So I may truly fay,
my Soul hath been a Stranger in the
Courfe of my Pilgrimage. DBe merciful
unto me, O Lord, for my Saviour’s {ake,
and receive me unto thy Bofome, or guids
me 1n thy Ways.

P & & & &

BACON's



