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Truth is greaty and will prevail,

= H IS maxim has been affented to in all
countries, and in' all ages; but the grand
queftion has been, wuat 15 TrRuTH 7 Pilate
> aiked it, but waited not for the anfwer.
Sa far from it, that the fear of man moved him to give
fentence againit the eternal Sow or Gobo, who came
into our werld on purpofe to fear witnefs unto THE
TrutH, Jews and Gentiles were confederates in this
hellith a&, and all nations and denominations ever fince
have been more agreed in oppofling the truth, than in
any other point: Yet truth prevails fill,

I'hat thercisone supreme Being, whofe kingdomruleth
over all, isthe firlt and capital article of truth, which ro
nation upon =arth were ever able to erafe entlrelv out of
their minds; for no government cculd ever be eftablifh<
ed among them‘"elves, without appeals to HiMm for the
truth of what was aflerted, and to avenge injuftice, and
the violation of contracts and engagements.

That it 1s the.indifpenfable duty of every man to
love his creator and prelerver with all his faculties and
powers, and to love his neighbeur as himfelf, 1s a truth
infeparably connedted with the other: For while JE~
HoOvar emains infinitely and unchangeably good, and
we retiin s o?""pr'nrr our obligation to love him can
never be diannulled or abated and his command, to
Jove cur aeighbours as outicives, 15 as immutable as
Lis periections are.

T h:x. ail mankind, in their natural condition, are in
a fracc of rewolt from this heavenly ruler, is a truth as
¢yrdect as the other; what need elie could there be for
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% Trath is great, and will prevail,
~thefe appeals and reftraints? The attempts that have
. often been made againft this truth, have always con-
firmed it, and have demonftrated the corruption of the
~authors of thofe attempts. Nothing can difcover a
~more mean and difhoneft difpofition, than for a perfon
to fteal the property of another, and then to labour to
adorn and exalt himfelf therewith, while he tries hard
to fink the credit of the true owner, fo as to fet felf
~above him: Yet this is the very practice of all thofe
- who fet up their reafon above divine ‘revelation. The
‘writings of the greateft men in Pagan countries are
full of the intrigues, adulteries, thefts and murders,
of their imaginary deities; which, by God’s righteous ™
- judgment, and from their natural tendency, have pro-
~duced like abominations in their worfhippers; becaule
they changed the truth of God into & lie. Rom. L
'218—32. And thofe who were favoured with the
oracles of God, and yet did the fame thing, thereby
brought upon themfelves a much greater condemnation
than the others did. Rom. it. 1—24. If fo, then what
advantage can it be to have thofe oracles? Anfwer, much
every way : For what if fome did not believe 2 Shall their
unbelief make the faith of God without effei? The
thought is to be rejected with the urmoft abhorrence.
Zea, let God be true, but every man a liary as 1t is wril-
den, that thou mighteft be jufified in thy fayings, and mighteft
wvercome when thow art judged. Rom. il 1—-g. This
is the exact ftate of the controverfy. Men have aflum-
ed the judgment feat, and have arraigned the fayings of
God to their bar.  This praftice began near the forbid-
den tree, Gen. 1ii. 1—0; and from that day to this
‘men have been cver fearnizg, and yet, of themlelves,
were xncver able to come to the knowledge of the trulh
and that becaufe the judge is the criminal, who cannot
tive in that way any longer than he is kept in darknc;_s;
73



Truth is great, and will prevail, 2
for whenever the autherity of truth takes place in his
confcience, fin revives, and be dies; and his only way of
relwf is by faich in the perfe&t obedience and atening
{facrifice of our great furety, who offered himfelf without
frot 10 Goa,+ Zom. vil. 1=—12, Heb. iX¥ 14, and x,
"1 —v4. Unaflifted reafon coula never go any farther in’
this re!pe, than to move'men to imbrue their hands
in the bluod of their own chiidren, by offering the fruit
of their body for the fin of their foul: Yet many are now
guilty of ftealing a finer drefs for human nature, from
the oracles of God, and then of improving the fame
againft the authority of the book they took it from;
fo that'inftead of faying, let God be true, but every
man a liar; their argument is, that every man is not a
liar, therefore in feveral points God does not fpeak the
truth! And it 1s a common thing for thefe reafoners,
to claim a power for themfelves whick they deny to
Jeuovan; and daily to prafife that, under his name,
which, with reverence be it fpoken, was never within
HIs POWER to do! Num. xxiil, 19, John x, 35, 2d Tim,
1. 13, Heb. vi. 18. "

T'hey often 1afiit upon it, that men canrnot deferve
praife for doing right, nor blame for doing wrong, un-
lefs they have power within themfelves to act with mo-
tive or againft motive, as they pleafe. It their volunta-
ry altions aie nct determined by what is within them,
they fay they are not fres.  Yet the fame men are pofi-
tive, that God’s clioice of fome to falvation, while he
leaves the reft to periil in their fins, muft be determined
by what Le fees ia them, and not in himfelf 5 or elfe,
fay they, he would be a refpelter of perfons, Thus
felf-determination 1s claimed for man, but is denied to
Ged; diellly inthe face of Chrift, and the infpired
apoltle. Mot x1 26, Rom. xi, 33—36.  The evi-
dent cavle of this horrid impiety, {s a fecret conciit,
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5 Trath is great, and will prevail.

that there is a good to be obtained which is better than
truth, and for which truth may be difpeafed wizh, and
contrad.¢ted ; therefore, though 1t is "impoflible for
God to lie, or to deny himfelf, yet men often do it, in
hopes of obtaining that imaginary good. Indeed Chrift,
calls us to deny ourlelves, and to take-up our crofs dai-
Jy s butit is only that.corrupt and delufive felf, which
13 fec up againft the revealed will of God.  He requires
us dally o crofs our lufts, and felf-righteous conceits ;
while Saran tempts us to crofs the truth, and the hcht
of-our owh confaicnces ; and can any rational foul hefi-
tate'a minute upon which ot them is to be regarded !
‘That all men have a power within them to act in
every cafe as thea feems beft to them, is a truth as tul.y
given into by <he advocates for divine fovereignty,
by any fgee-willer on earth. Perhaps Dr. Owen opcncd
and defeaded the great dollrines of foyercign grace, as
well as any man did in the laft century ; and hLe fays,
“ to fuppofe that in all things of {pyritual and eternal
¢ concernment, men are notdetermined and acted eve-
“ ry one by his own judgment, is an imagination of
¢ men who think buc lictle of what they are, or do, or
¢ fay, or write. Even thofe who fhut their eyes againft
* thelight, and follow in the herd, relolving not to en-
¢ quire into any of thefe things, do it becaufe #tbey
« judge it bef for them fo to ds*»  And the greateft
writer againft a telf-determining power in man, that our
age has leen, fays, ‘¢ liberty is “the power, opportunity
¢ or advantanc, that any one has to do as he pleaies, or
“ to conduct in any 1efpeél accorlding to his plealure.”
And faysshe, ¥ it is demonftrable, and 1 think has been
« demonftrated, that no ncceflity of men’s volitions.

& that 1 mazintain is inconfiflent with this hberty ;.
With

™
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® Oricinal of cvanvclical chure hidy p. 10L
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With which I fully concur; for we can as eafily put an
end to our exiftence, as we can keep from choofing
whai we ot prefent view or imagine to be beit.  Pharaoh
did fo in all his attempts to hold Ifracl in bondage ; and
fo he and his people did, when they were glad to let 1/-
rael departy with rich greafures : And the Lord’s defign
therein was, that sbey might obferve wis fRatutes, and keep
His /aws. Plalm cv. 37—45. Yet how unwilling are
many, even in this land of gofpel light, to yield their
fouls to this authority ? Being called by our churches to
act as their agent in this great affair, 1 have had caufe
to know more of the averfion of many thereto, than moft
others have ; of which take the following plain account.
‘When a new plan of government was formed-for the
Maflachufetts State, which took in their old taxing laws
for religious teachers, I was called to rmeet our com-
mittee at Bofton uponm it, in February, 1778, And find-
ing that faid plan was to be eftablifhed or fet afide by
our next General Court, we drew up a petition, direted
to them, that it might be fixed, * as a fundamental
‘¢ principle of our conftitution, that religious minifters
“¢ fhall be fupported only by Chrift’s authority, and not
¢ at all by affeflment and lecular force.” This was
figned by many, in various parts of the State, which
alarmed the minifters who were {upported by tax and
compulfion; and one of them, who was called to delis
ver the eleCtion lermon to that Aflembly, faid therein,
¢¢ the fear and reverence of Ged, arnd the terrors of
““ eternity, are the moft powerful refiraints uron the
“ minds of men.—J.et the reftraints of religion once
““ be broken down, as they infallibly would be by leav-
ing the fubject of puhlic worthip to the humours of
the multtude, and we micht well dety all human
wifdom and power to iupport and prelerve order and
$¢ g,overnmc;:nc
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8. Truth is great, and will prevail,

¢ government in the State®.” And a gentleman who
had been one of our legiflators, hearing that fome of his
town{men were going to be baptized, on the 26th of
June following, went at the head of a large mob, and
violently interrupted their worfhip upon their own lands;
for which breach of the public peace he was fo far from
receiving any punifhment, that he was one of the Con-
vention that formed our prefent plan of government,
and is a member of the firlt legiflature which has afted
thereon. In September, 1778, a minifter of the firt
church in Bofton, hearing vi the defeat of our army on
Rhode-1fland, delivered a lecture before many of our
rulers, from the feventh of Jofhua, wherein he tried
hard to perfuade them, that one of the accurfed things
which cauled that defeat, was becaufe a new law had
not been made and enforced, to help minifters about
their falaries. This fermon being printed, a writer ap-
peared in Mr. Gill’s paper of O&ober 8, with a high
commendation of it, and declaring that the reprefenta-
tion made therein, of the cafe of minifters, ¢ was with
“¢ that noble plainnefs and fidelity which are among the
« diftinguifhing characteriftics of that gentleman. But
¢ (fays he) although thé General Affembly has now
*¢ been fitting tor fome time, no motion {as I can learn)
“ has as yet been made, or is likely to be made, for this
¢ purpnfe.—Are the tclergy then to fubmit to this
¢ treatment ! Are they to remain fubjeéted to injuftice
« and fraud !” Now obferve how God takes the wife
in their own craftinefs. Ten years befere. the {fame
minifter faw fuch danger of having his party all taxed
to bithops, that he faid, ¢ we are in principle againft
‘all
* Payfon’s [ermon, p. 19, 20,

t The ~word clerpy fignifics heritage 5 anl to aveil ile
eenfure of lording it over the church, oficcrs have ultorle

the name to themfelves, See Dry Gill on v Petov. 3.
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¢« gll civil eftablifhments in religion. It does not appear
¢ 1o us, that God has entruited the State with a right to
« make teligious eftablifhments.—Hath the State of
“ Lingland been diftinguifhed by heaven by any pecu-
‘ Jiar grant, beyond the State in other countries? If it
“ has, let the grant be produced. If it has not, all
‘“ States have, in common, the fame authority, in efta-
‘¢ blilhments conformable to their own fentiments in re-,
“ ligion ; what can the confequence be, but infinite da<
“‘ mage to the caufe of God and true religion ! and fuc§
“ in fact has been the confequence of thefe éftablifh<
“ ments in all ages, and in all places}.” Thefe, andt
other words of his, I as agent for our churches, pub-
lithed in Mr. Willis’s paper, the very day that the above
complamt againft our legiflature was publifhed by Mrd
Gill, in the fame fireer, in Bofton; though at that
time I knew nothing of the pubhcatnon of faid fermon.
A few days after I publifhed the unanimous vote of our
churches, wherein they fay, ¢ we folemnly deciare for
¢ ourfelves, and believe we fafely may for the whale,
¢ 120 Baptift churches in'New-England, that we want
¢ nothing more in this refpe®, than to have what the
¢t before-named Dr. Chauncy fays is their principle,
¢t concerning religious hberty, eltablithed in fa&, and
¢ reduced to practice.”  And there has never been
the leaft degree of proof advanced fince, to difcover
any want, €ither of confiftency, or of fincerity, iIn this
declaration, though the united craft and rage of learned
teachers and lawyers have been vented againft us there-
for, to an amazing degree. Crafty and bitter pieces,
in ten different news-papers, have fince been publifhed

againft me by natae, by writers who have kept theirown
names

T Choauncy againft Chandlor, 1768, p. 152, 153,
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names concealed®. Whether this is moft like to the
heathen favages, or to the bloody court of InquisiTion,
let the pubh\, judge.

At length a minifter of Rowley has come out,and pub-
Yithed an addrefs, directed to the learned paftor of the firft
Baptift church in Bofton 1, and ¢ tothe other regular Bap-"
“ uft minifters in the Commonwealth of MafTachufetts,
““and in Rhode-1fland and Providence Plantations;”
wherein lie fays of our churches ingeneral, ¢do you, gen-
tlemen, know this people in thenr feveral difperfions thro’
the couniry, what manner of men they are? Iam fo ac-
quainted with fome of them, and am 10 well informed of
many more, that I can tell you, there are only a few, a very
few of them, that appear to be ferious Chriftians. The
_moft of them are firlt Separatifts from the churches in
wlich they were educated, and that uncharitably and ir-
#¢lizioufly, and not as Baptifts, and then turn out Baptifts,
to fave themielves from paying any thing to the fupport
of the gofpel where they live. They ferfake our
churches and parifhes in fuch a manner, as to fiew they
pay no regard to church-covenants, or the moft folemn
contra@s for the fupport of a paftor that has been fet
over them, by their own confent and choice.—As far
their religion, I have long thought, from much obferva-
tion, that the moft ferious part of it 1s that religion
which Mr. Lldwards, in his treatife on religious affections,
¢eleribes wy religion that is not connedted with falva-
tion.  And what minifters have moft of them, to fhew
unto them the way of falvation? INo paltors to take the

overfight

* Boton Gazette of Nov. 2y and Dec, 28, 1728, “fan. 18,

Cel u’ RSRLY: /1 --'o Clhronicle of Lo vo, and Ledger

"'h}’ 22, '}vk(\ Pirorilonce Gazotte, »}m[, 15, 1730.
}’? (:'l;.t[’ ] ;¢ ‘:;, (’i‘ r’ “]u’(/) ,, IISI
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overlight of them, but young, illiterate and boid itinerat-
ing preachers; fuch as make a great noife, and often
rail ftoutly againft churches, and their mimiters.—Thefe
difciples of yours have no church difcipline; any body
is received as a brother or fifter, that turns Baptift, and
cries up your party. Befides all this, there are many
round the country, that are not Baptifts, who yet join
thefe your little churches. That is, they run to hear
their preachers ; they are advocates for the party, and
all the religion they have, they expend with thefe peo-
ple. Thele, moft of them, are among the worflt men
and women in our towns and plantations: The grcatéi
haters of minifters and churches; fuch as ufually {pen
the fabbath at home, negleting the ordinary inflituted
means of grace.—Alas! the confequence of the preva-
Jence of this fe€t ! They caufe divifions every where, In
the State of New-Hamplhire, where there are many
new towns, infant fettlements, if this fe& get footing
among them, they hinder, and are like to hinder, their
fettling and fupporting learned, pious and orthodox minie
fters. And fo the poor inhabitants of thofe towns mufk
live, who knows how long, without the minifiry of
the gofpel, and of gofpel ordinances? You do or you
may know all thefe things. And they being fo, let me
afk you a ferious queftion or two. 1. Whole caufe are
you ferving, while you feek to promote this fe&t and
party, in oppofitica to the churches in the land f—2. If
you encourage, if you countenance and connive at {uch
preachers as fome aiong your people are, are you in no
danger of heing partakers of other men’s fins, and guilty
of the blood of fouls?

“ Should you aflkk me what evidence I have of your zeal
to promote this {elt or party, and of countenancing
thele unqualitied preachers? I anfwer, belide other
tnings (fome of which we have had in print) ysu have

had
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had two grand Conyentions (the fecond of them upen
adjournment) within a few months paft, at a town in
the Stace of New-Hampmnre, to ferve and promote this
caufe. At which Conventjons, thefe illiterate and un-
fkilful preachers, and delegates from yourlittle church-
es around, were members. And one thing I heard of
as a part of your bufinefs at faid Conventions was, to
confult what meafures you fhould take to make void in
part our new conftitution of government ; that part of
it which refpects the public worthip of God: And I
heard that fome of your people then and there declar-
ed, that if they could not obtain it, they would help
mo mere in the war.—3. Don’t you think, that if it
fhould pleafe God to revive pure religion in this land,

anfwerable to the prayer and hope of fome of his fer-
~vants, this would confound your party- caufe, as the
clouds are driven before the wind ? I am yowe’s, where-
in ye are Chrift’s, James CHANDLERS.”

Rowley, December 23, 17980.

This paper I received in Bofton on February 13
‘and the fame day received a little pamphiet, wherein I
and my brethren, in our exercife of difcipline, are
accufed of advancing faft in a way that will {foon bring
us, if a ftop is not put thereto, * to outking all kings,
“¢ outbifhop all bifhops,” and outpope all popes;
figned by two Baptift brethren®.” And whether thefe
ewo parties of accufers do not fulfil the words’ of the
mfp:red apoftle (A&s xx. 29, 30) may be confidered.
Yc is a known fa&t, that a minifter of the firt church in
Bofton has, for many years, acted at the head of the

teachers

§ Gills paper of Feb. 8, 1781. N. B. Cur Convention
Tafi ;o was in this State ; and we kuow ot ing of the ad-
30:177 ment e [veaks of.

* Remarks cn g connicid at Chcimsford, Qctoler 19, 1780,
e 12,
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teachers who are fupported by tax and compulfion, and
has written the moit to uphold that cadfe in New-Eng-
land, of any man uvpon earth. And I am greatly
miftaken if both he, and thefe Baptift accufers, have no%
openly pleaded for the worlt error that ever was kncwn
‘n this world; namely, that perfet obedience to the
moral law is not the indifpenfable duty of all the human
race. I meddie not with their internal ftate, any fur-
ther than their fruits difcover the fame ; and fhall be-
gin with faid minifter in Bofton. |

After Robert Sandeman, with his fatyrical pen, had,
in a convincing manner, expofed thecorruption of thofe
who imagine, that reconciliation to God can take its
rife from any thing good in man, Dr. Chauncy publifh-
ed a volume of fermons, in which he fays, “it is
< {aid by moft Chriftian writers, that the firft man was
““ fo placed, under the natral or moral law of God,
< as that he muft work his way to life by perfettly
*¢ doing all things commanded by it; infomuch that he
¢ could not bave obtaired it, but by perfevering obe-
“dience in every point of duty, without the leaft
¢¢ failure.” But this is iaid entirely without book. The
¢¢ fcriztuve nowhere infinuates, that he was under fuch
“ @ covenant of works. It {uggefts, on the contrary,
¢ that God, in favour to him, did not put him upon
 fo fevere atrial for Iife. His trial, if we may believe
‘¢ the facred record of it, was in a fingle fnflance, and
‘“ this not of doing, but of forbearing to do. Gen. ii.
“ 16, 17.—~It would be the exact truth, fhould 1 fay,
¢“ that the parents of men, while innocent, in common
‘“ with their pofterity fince the lapfe, ceuld have ob-
““ tained life in no way but that of grace tbrough faith§.”
I will do this writer the honor to fay, that he has here
ftated their fentiments with as much fairnefs and preci-
 fien
§ His 12 fermons, 1765, pr 18~2e. o
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fon as any that [ ever faw upon taat fide of the gue-
flion. And the difference betwixt his ideas and mine
about this matter is chiefly upon the following points.
5. He fuppofes that Adam was to work his way 20 life,
after he was created ; but I believe that the image of
God, im which be was created, was his life. 2. 1 know
shat faith in God was as neceffary then for the continxance
of life, as it is now in Chrift for the r:<svery thereof;
but grace, in the gofpel fenfe of the word, means relief
to the guilty and miferable, in ditin&ion from werks,
which innocent man was to have lived by, if he had
continued in that ftate. Debt means the reward that is
promifed, which becomes due when the condition of it

is performed ; and that reward may then be claimed by

law, whatever difference there is in value betwixt the
work and the reward. The angels of light will ever ac-
knowledge an infinite difference between their works
and the reward they receive therefor ; which at the fame
time is as diftin&t from free grace to finners, as heaven
s from earth. ~ It deftroys the nature, both of grace and
works, to confound them together. Rom. xi. 6. God
never fails to pay all his debts; and fooner or later he
will make all to know his right to give grace and glory
to whom he pleafeth, while he jultly inflits endlefs
punithment upon impenitent finners. How folemn and |
coaviaciag is that dewzand, is it not lawful for me to do
what I will with minz own 2 Is thine eye evil becaufe 1 am
good! Matt. xx. 15. He is the fountain of all good ;
and the root of ail errpr is a conceit that good can be
had in {ome other way, better than in obedience to his
revealed will. Jamesi, 13—25. 3. This author fup-
poles that perfect and perievering obedience, in every
point of duty required by the moral law, would have
heen too Jevere a trial fo: life to innocent Adam ; which
3 my view is {o contrary to truth, that a turning tl;ere-

. ron
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from was his death. The forbidden tree was the teft, to
try whether or not he would regard God’s fovereignty over
all, and his property in all the creatures ke had made ;
and by taking and cating of that fruit man rebelled
againft HEavEN, and eized upon the earth as bis own.
And when our Saviour came, the Jews; from the fame
principle, faid, #bis is tbe btir, come let us kifl bim, and
let us feize on bis inbevitance. Matt. xxi. 38. ~Every
wife ruler will lay his plans fo as to need as little altera-
tion hgreafter as may be, and never to be defeated or
difappointed in his defigns, if he can help it; yet thofe
who firmly hold, and boldly affert, that Jerovasn's plan
15 abfolutely perfeit in all thefe refpetts, fo that mesbiny
can be pat to if, nir any thing takem from it; are ofien
looked upon and treated as the worft of men; and

that becaufe men are not willing to fear before wim.

Eccl. iii. 14. Our Saviour was fo far from removing or
abating this fear, that he greatly enforced it; and when
Peter would fondly have prevented his dying for ws, he

reje&ted the attempt, with the fame deteftation as he -

would have fhewn to the devil himfelf; and alo affures
us, that the only time for having cur debts paidby him,
is before we are caft into prifon. Matt. v. 17==26, and
xvi. 23. Nor can the conceit of thofe, who deny - the
endlefs punifhment of {fuch as die in an impenitent ftate,

be true, till rebellion againft Heaven fthall become a2 -

finite evil, fo that finite goings and fufferings, either in

this or another world, can purge it away. Nor, in-

deed, til! Jenovan fhall become a fervant to perithing
worms, fo as to go and come at their hidding or call,
Job xxi. 14, 15, Ha. xxvi. 11, and xliti. 24, Jer. ii
27, A&siv. 12, Dan. xi, 2.

'The cafe of the Baptift accufers, befor¢'mentioned, is
as follows. On Sept. 8, 1767, a3 number of our elders
and brethren met ac Warren, and agreed upon an annuat

- meetng,

!
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meeting, under the name of the Warren Aflociation 3
the defign whezeof they fince publithed in thefe words,
viz. ** we are not infenfible of the attempts that have
been made by minifters, in various ways, to aflume a
claffical power and jurifdiction over the churches; nei-
ther are we unaware of the evil and pernicious effects
of their obtaining fuch a power; which therefore we
defire we may always watch againft. Yet, as it is cer-
tain that the churches in the apoftolic age did, by mef-
fengers and letters, hoid a friendly correfpondence with
cach other, for mutual advice, help and comfort, and
fometimes by the meeting of many of them together for
that purpofe ; and as we are commanded to tcllow af-
ter the things that make for peace, and things wherewith
one may edify another, we have been convinced, that it is
-both warrantable and expedient for our churches, that are
fo much Icattered through this land, and who have here-

tofore been fo much unacquainted with cach other, thus,
to affociate together for prayer, preaching of the word,
mutual advice and endeavours to promote union and gof-
pel order among them, and to guard againft the contrary;
2s well as o afford what affiftar.ce we can to flocks that
~ are deftitute, weak or opprefied.” This was publithed
in Sept. 1771 ; and this plan has been fo fully obferved,
that no appeals of any perfonal cafe of difcipline in any
church, nor complaints againft any other community of
Chriftians, have ever been admitted by the Affociation ;
and it ftands on record in our church book, that the do-
ing of any fuch thing would break the conditions that
we joined them upon. They have been fo far from it,
that when a breach of comriunion once happened
betwixt two churches in the Affuciation, which aftected
athers, and an attempt from thence was made to bring
the cafe before this body, it was pofitively refufed; and
the contending partics were prevailed with, to agrfﬁ? in
calling
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calling a few judicious men, to hear and labour with
them upon it; and fuch a blefing was granted upon
thefe means, as entirely te remove the difficulty. Yet
one Baptift teacher has difcovered fome diflike to our,
Affociation for ten years paft, which might partly be
- cavfed by information, that by this means was fpread,

of his prefuming to break bread to a minor part of a

B?)ti& church, whom the majority had ceafured ; chig
information_being an imipediment in the way of his
preaching clfewhere. His mmd has alfo been fomewhat
intangled with Sandeman’s notion, of exalting the atone-
~ meant in fuch a manacr as to pay little or no fegard to &

divine work witbin as, of convittien by the law, and
relicfdby the gofpel. And, in preaching at Chelmsford
laft fpring, he delivered fuch queftons abous the law, as
greatly burdened the church who heard it ; though one
or two members were ’plcafcd therewith, they having
privately propagated fuch queftions there for fome
years.” When faid teacher came there again in the
fall, the church refufed to admit him to preach therein
again, till he fhould give them fatisfaCtion. Upon this
two brethren got five or fix fifters to join with them in
openly withdrawing from the church, and fetting up
a feparate meeting near by, to hear that teacher,
without ftating the principles they differed upon. A
council was foon after called by the church, whereof
I was fcribe; and when we had gone throvgh with -
hearing other cafes, the church was defirous ot laying
this alfo before us.  Said teacher and brethren were pre-
fent; and though they were not aétive in calling the
council, and were unwilling to fubimit any caufe there-
to, as fuch, yet they conlented to difcourfe with us upon
thefe affairs. This was done for about two hours 3 and
then we faid in our refult, it appears plainly, that

they hold, that God the Father has given the govern-
~ C ment

[



a8 Yruth is great, and will prevail.

ment of the world into the hands of his Son, in fuch a
manner, that none of the human race are now under the
curfe of the law that was given to Adam; and that
Chrift’s minifters are fo far from being called to preach
that law, and to tell any men that they are under the
curfe of it, that they queftioned with earneftnefs, whe-
ther fo to preach is not to preach a lie! Which opinion
we fully believe to be contrary to the holy fcriptures of
truth, and of a very dangerous and pernicious tendency
2o the fouls.of men ; and therefore we earneftly call up-
on thefe brethren to retralt it, and warn all againft it.”
Great relief was hereby given to the church, and two
valuable men were baptized, and added thereto the next
Lord’s day. 1 gave no copies of our refult to agy.but
the churches immediately concerned ; yet thofe™ two
brethren, who figned this publication againft us, fay,
<¢ every Chriftian man’s charafter is tcG facred to be
toft about at the pleafure of évery one.—¥or a felelt
number from feveral churches to undertake to judge
fuch cafes, may well ‘alarm us to look about us, and fee
where our privileges are going; for we think it is not
hard to fee whas fuch affuming councils are aiming at.
This counc:l have excommunicated two brethren—this
folemn warning is like hanging them in gibbets.—But
may indulgent heaven inte:pole for us, feeing vain is
the help of man*.”

Hovgfar their paffions have carried them beyond the -
truth, 15 left to confideration. They had affumed the
power to make a {chifm in that clrurck, and to write
an account of it, by faid teacher, to the paftor of ano-
ther church, whom they hoped to have drawn to their
party, before we met there in council; and we did
no more to them than I have related, let them call it by
what name they wiil.  They own that they afked the

| | queftion

* Remgrks, p. 45 11, Las
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queftion we have mentioned, and alfo the followmg,-

~ viz.-* if any of the human race are under the law, in
the fame fcnfe, and upon the fame conditions, as it was
delivered to Adam, what will ever bring them from
under it, feeing Chrifl dieth no more 2”“ And they now,
fay, < we hold, that mankind are not without law to
God, but "under law to Chrift: Now the law of Chrift,

which mankind are now under, is for fubftance the
" fame which was given to Adam, namely, to love God
and our neighbour ; but it is not given to mey, nor are
men holden under it upon- the fame terms and condi-
tions as it was given to Adam§.”

In my view, this'is fo far from rightly dividing the
tword of truth, that it is really a confounding of law and
grace together. They have taken words, which are
peculiar to the regenerate, 1 Cor. ix. 21, and have ap~
plied them to all the human race, which, alas! is too
common through the world! Our Saviour plainly ap-
plies the mor:l law to mankind in general, and fays,
This do, and thox Jfhalt live. Matt, xxii. 40, compar-
ed with Luke x. 28. And no one can be altually
and perfonally in the new covenant, fo as to be under law
to Chrift, till the holy {pivit puts that law info bis mind,

S T e d— o~

and writes it [n bis beart. Jer. xxxi. 33, Heb. viii. 10."

And’fays Dr. Owen thereon, ‘¢ let this way ftand, and

“ the way of man’s wi{dom and felf- nghtcoufnefs perdh |

¢« for ever+, Every foul is wedded to the law of do

and live, and is bound thereby as much as amy wife is
to her hufband, till by the work of the {pirit in the foul
fhe i1s made deafl to that law, and it to her; and itis .

adultery to pretend to be married to the Jiving S rviour
in any other way. Rom. vii, 1—12, Many years after
the death of Chnft the mfpnrcd apoftle faid, s many

9 Ibzd. P 7,5 0.
t Owen on t/)e 130th Pfulm, p. 247,

as
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as are of the works of the lsw, ARE under the curfe
from which the only way of deliverance was, and is, by
yecesving the promife of the [pirit through faith. Gal, .
10~=14. Till then the eiet are fbut up under the law,
and are flaves to fin apd guilty fears, even as ctbers.
Gal. iti. 23 and 4. 3 Egh.il 3. This was as really
the cafe before the death of Chrift, as fince; only then
it was taught more obicurely, now more plainly. The,
bloody toﬁen of circumcifion, was a type of his being
cut cff for us, and allo of our being cut off from any
confidence 1n the fig/b 3 which great change is now openly
to be declared by being buried with bim in baptiim.
Rom. ii. 29, and vi. 1—4. Phil. 1ii. 3. Col. . 11,
12. Upon which {criptures Mr. Edwards fays, * that
¥¢ bapufin, by which the primitive converts were adinit-
%¢-ted into the church, was ufed as an exhibition and to-
¢ ken of their being vifibly regemerated, dead to fin, and
<< alive to God.—The faintfhip, godlinefs and bolinefs, of
<¢ which, according to {cripture, profeffing Chriftians
$¢ and vifible faints do make a profeffion, and have a
< vifibility, i1s not any religion and virtue that is the
%¢ refult of common grace, or nioral fincerity (as it is
< called) but saviNng Grace}.” But for his embrace
ing and holdinf this point, in oppofition to the con-
ceit of the Lord’s fupper being a converting ordinance,
other minifters feparated him from his dear flock in
Northampton, in June, 1750. Juft fourteen months
after | was luried in baptifm, in which way I am greatly
confirmed fince.

The mercy-feat was jult as long and broad as the ark,
1n which the moral law was kept whole, and into the
fide of which the ceremonial law was put. Exod. xxv.
16~22. Deut. xxxi. 26, Which was an eminent
type of Jefus Chrift, in whom mercy and truth have nict

. fogether.
3 On a right to facraments, p. 20~=23, -
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together.  Pfal. xl. 6—8, and lxxxv. 10,31. Heb. x.
1—10. Here is our only place to mees and commune with
God, which inftead of abating, greatly increafes our
obligation to keep all his commandmeats ; only before,
the duty was required in order to obtaia the blefling ;
but here the blefling is given, 80 enable vs to perform
the duty. The oldnefs of the letter makes every defe&
a bar againft coming ; the newnefs of the {pirit makes
the greatnefs of our evils and diftempers a rezfon why
we fhould come without delay. Pfal. xxv. 11—14.
The ark was to be carried upon the prieft’s thoulders,
according to God’s fpecial direticn. Numb. ix. 37w=
23. And when two priefts refufed to be conteat with
the fupport that his influence procured, and prefumed
to take what tifey pleafed from the people 2y force, the
ark was fo far from being any defence to them, that they
were both flain in one day, and the ark was taken by the
Phihftines. But it proved fo terrible, bo:h to therp and
to their idols, that they pat it into a new cart, and left it
to the divine influence to carry it back to Ifrael again. «
Sam. it. 16, and vi. 7=12. Yet David paid fo little
regard o the right way, that he fet men to drive 1be care
as they judged beft, till an awful ftroke from heaven,
and divine teaching upon it, brought him into the dee
order. 1 Chron. xiit. 7—10, and xv. 13. And may
the many ftrokes we have had teach us as much! Gok
pel order 1s not to eat anmy manw's bread for maught. =
Thefl, iti. 5~~10. Which rule is of equal authority
upon rulers, minifters and people. And %the officer
who invades the rights of any, and the people or perion
that refufes to receive the gofpel, or to treat thofe well
that preach it, according to their ability and opportu-
nity, are daily expofed to punithments, infinitely worie
than man can inflit ; and fo are they who give counte-
nance o men that pervirs the gofpel.  Luke x, 3=

l Ort
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1 Cor. ix. Y—14. Gal.i. 8,9, and vi. 6, 7. 2 John
x. t1. Therefore men can have no more RIGHT to
judge for others in thefe affairs, than they have Power
" to anfwer for them at the bar of God.

- The gofpel knows of no priefts in the Chriftian
chwch, but Jefus Chrift, and the fouls which are built
by faith upon him, by bearing bis fayings and doing them.
This is the church which is the falt of the earth, the
light of the world, and the pillar and greund of the truth.
Matt. v. 13, 14, and vil. 24~~27. 1 Tim. iii." 13.
1 Pet. il. 5. Officers- therein are never called priefts,
in diftintion from other faints. And a great hiftorian
fays, ¢ bapufm was adminiftered, in thg firft century,
“ without the public afflemblies, in places appointed and
¢ prepared for the purpofe, and was performed 2y immer-
¢ fion of the whole body in the baptifmal font.” And
of church government he fays,  the people were un-
“ deubtedly the firf in authority ; for the apoftles thew-
¢ ed by their example, that nothing of moment was to
¢¢ be carried on and determined, without the confent of
¢ the affembly. A&s i. 15, vi. 3, XV. 4, XXI. 22,—
¢ A bithop, during the firft and fecond century, wasa
¢ perfon who had the care of one Chriftian affembly,
¢ which at that time was, gcnerally {peaking, fmall
«.enough to be contained in a private houfe. In this
« affembly he alted not fo much with the auchority of
“ a mafler, as with the zeal and diligence of a faith-
« ful fervgni§.” . But he informs us, «hat 1n the fecond
century certain teachers affirmed, ¢ that Chrift had
« eftablithed a dowble rule cf fanility and virtue, for dif-
¢¢ ferent orders of Chriftians. Of thefe rules the one
¢« was ordinary, the other extraordinary; the one of a
¢ lower dignity, the other more fublime.” And foon

after

4 Doftelrs ezcl, bifl. wol. 1. p.70, 706, 96, Dullin cditior.
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after fome adopted, from the heathen philofophers, a
maxim, ° that it was not only lawful, but-even praife-
«“ worthy, te deccive, and even to ufe the expedient of a
¢ Jie, in order to advance the cavde of sruzh and piety.’"
Irn the mean time, about the middle of the fecond centu-
ry, a notion was indufrioufly propagated, that Chriftian
minifters fucceeded to the charaéter, rights and privi-
leges of tae Jewith priefthood ; upon which bifthops con-
fidered themfelves as invelted with a rank and charatter
fimilar to.thofe of the Jewifh high-prieft, while the pref-
byters reprefented the priefts, and the deacons the le-
vites. * The errors to which it‘pave rife were many,
““ and one of its immediate confequences was the efta-
* blithing a greater difference between the Chriftian paf-
“ tors and their flocks, than the genius of the gofpel
““ {eems to admit*.” It is as evident that Abraham, as
he was father of the members of the Jewith church, was a
type of Chrift, as that Aaron, the head of the priefbood,
was fo. Eph. 1. 19-—=22. Rom.iv. 11, 12. There-
fore in_the beginning of the third century a controverly
appeared about bringing infants to baptifm. Tertul-
lian, who firft mentiong ir; oppofed it ; but foon after
Origen faid, “ whai is the reafon, that whereas the bap-
““ tifm of the church is given for the forgivenefs of fins,
““ infants alfo are, 2y the ufage of the church, baptized,
““ when, if there were nothing in infants that wanted for-
¢ givenels and mercy, the grace of baptifm would be
¢ needlels to them ?—It is For that reafon, becaufe by
“ the facrament of baptilm, the poliuticn of our birth is
““ taken away, thatinfants are baptized§.” And Cyprian
faid, *“itis maniteit where, and by whom, the remiffion
¢ of fins, which i1s conrFerrED IN BapTIsm, is adminie

- ¢ flered,

& 1 - > v - 9 33 '
Ibid. p. 139, 130, 135.~—3ce Col, i, $—23.
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* fiered. ==They who are prefented by the rulers of the
“ church, eBTAIN BY our prayers, aad impofitiof of
* Rands, the Hory Guosr.” Thefe things were faid
in the chird century, and in the fourth, Conftantine the
Great appeared to profefs the Chniftian religion, and
atted as head of the church for 24 years, without pay-
ing fo much regard to the authority of Chrift as ever to
be baptized, till a few days before his death. Yet un-
der his influence it was adopted as a miaxim, “ that
“ errors in religion, when maintained and adhered to
“¢ after proper admonition, weré punifhable with eivil
¢ petalties and corporal tortures+.” T hus nature and
grace, law and gofpel, church and flate, were confounded
topether, which is the very eflfence of spfey Ba-
Jyfon ; who has made merchandize of faves and fenls of
wen, and by whofe forceries ail mations bave beem deceived.
Rev. xviii. 13, 23.
~ Her cruelties were fuch in all parts of Europe, as
to move our pious fathers to fly therefrom into °this
American wildernefs. Thofe who began the fettlement
here, in 1620, came crufting wholly upon prvine Pro-
vipence}, without any royal grant from England to
depend

+ Mofbeim, wol. 1. p. 236, 263, 287, 314.

1 New-England Chronology, p. 3, 6o. Inthe eleflion
fermon, 0. 25, 1780, before tgey firjt General Court of our
sew conflitution, 18 is faid, ¢ upon our prefent indepen-
dence, fiveet and valuable as the bleffing 15, we may read the
inferiziion, 1 am found of them that fought me not,
Be it 10 our praife or blame, we cannot deny, that when e
were not [earching for it, it happily found us.”> This is firici-
by true; and infinite wifdosn planted the root of it, when he
frft planted the country with a noble vine; whofe noble
femiments were, ¢ that the merits of faints may as well e
mingled with the merits of Chrif} for the faving of ihe church,
as the laws of wmen with bis laws, for the ruling and guiding
of it Saying to their oppreffors, ¢ fince titlxs and offerings

' were
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depend wpon.  But on March 4, 1629, the Maffachufetts
Company received an ample grant of a vaft ra® of

land in America, from the head of the church of Eng--

land, who took their power from the head of the
church of Rome, who received his from the old dra-

gon. Rev. xiii. 2. The company that received faid

~rant of lands called the church of England “ our dear
mo:her,” when they came from Europe, but contended,

cven unto blood, againtt having her worfhip introduced -

into America; for which fhe at laft revoked that granc,
and gave another, wherein fhe referved an arbitrary
power, to fet «ver.us what gavernors fhe pleafed,«and
to demand as 1auch of “our property as fhe pleafed for
their fupport; and contentions about this point have
now forced us to deciare ourfelves independent of herj.
In 1701 a large fociety was conftituted in “ngland,
who have expended vaft fums to propagate he. worfhip
in this land ; and in a fermon before that {ociety, on
{'cb. 20, 1767, it was faid of the firlt adventurers hereg

¢ what reproach could be caft, heavier than they deferv-

ed ? who, with their pative foil, abandoned their native
manners and religion; and €’er long were found in ma-

ny,

e apprrlenances unto the priefthosd, and ai the priefthood,
b3:5 of Meickifedec and Levi, are abslifbed in Chrift, as the fha-
& i the fubflance; and as the Lord hath ordained, that

avy who preach the gofpel, fhal! live of the gofpel ;
wwe wuillingly leave unto you both your piieftly order and niain-
L:nruce, contenting ourfelves with the pecple’s voluntary cone
triluiion, whether it be lefi or more, as a Hefling of God upon
oiii- Labours, the fruit of our miniflry, and declavation of their
{eand duty”  Nor could others bring Plymouth rulers into
¢ . uifive mcafures in fucl: alfairs, till they bad bwied Gover-
7,27 Bradford, and had crewded ties of their feven affiflarits out
¢. office 5 and hanging of Quakers at Soflon fullowed iminie-
&iately upon it. Bapti¥ biftory, p. 30, 32, 310—321, 329 ’

§ Baptit biftory, p. 54, 59, 519+ Appendix, po 4
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ny parts living without remembrance or knowledge of
God, without any divine worthip, in diffolute wicked-
néfs, and the moft brural profligacy of manners. In<
ftead of civilizing and converting barbarous infidels, as
they undertook to do, they became themfelves infidels
and barbarians. And 18 it not fome aggravation of their
fhame, that this their negle& of religion was contrary to
the pretences and conditions, under which they ebtained
royal gramts and public authority ?=~——The want of
Infhops in our colonies, befides other difadvantages at-
tending 1t, appears, in patticular, to be the fundamental
caufe of the want of native minifters.~If thefe things
are {o, we may entertain hopes, that this benefit will
flow to the church from our prefent moft gracious Sove-
reign.—This point obtained, the American church will
foon go out of its infant ftate; be able to ftand upon its
own legs ; and, without foreign help, jfupport and fpread
sft/elf. Then the bufinefs of this fociety will have been
brought to the happy iffue intended®.” Thus the faying
of our Lord is verified ; if thine eye be evil, thy whole
body is full of darknefs. If, therefore, the light that is in
thee be darknefs, bow greas is that darknefs ! This is the
cafe of all who do not fincerely love their brethren as
themfelves, but hate them in their hearts, though they
outwardly pretend the contrary. 1 John, ii. 3=11.
And it is a moft giaring fa&, that gll men who have
been fond of fupporting their worthip by force, have
never been willing to change places with diffenters
therefrom. And when the Moft High metes the fame
meafures to them again, they loudly complain of the in-
juftice and tyranny of thofe meafures. ™
e

* Bihop of Landaf’s fermon before fuid fociciy; p. 0O, 7,
22, 24, 25.
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The year after Bofton was planted, a law was made .
there, to exclude all from a vote in government but
communicaats in congregational churches. In the year
1636 they appointed a committee, of five rulers and
three minifters, to make a draught of laws, agreeabls
to the word of God, to be the ¢ fundamentals of thig
¢« Commonwealth ;* and in the mean vime ordered their
executive courts,  to hear and determine all caufes,
«« according to the laws now eftablithed, and where there
4¢ is no law, then as near the laws of God as they can.”,
Two. years after they made the firft law, to fupport reli~
gious teachers and ordinances by aflefliment and diftrefs,
that ever was enaéted in New-England. It was to ena~
_ble freemen to compel thofe who were not freemen to
- contribute proportionably with themlelves, for the up-
holding church ordinances, ¢ whereof he doth or may
° receive benefit.”” Harvard-College was founded that
year; and one of their firlt clafs of graduates gave it as
his mind, that he who fhould deny fuch an exertion of
power, ¢ is rather to be taught by cudgel than argument,
*“ as a denier of firf principles.”” The firft Baptift church
tn America was conftituted at Providence the year after
faid law was made®. And that caufe has been fupport~
cd by cudgel, and ours by argumest, ever fince. And
the latter is fo much the ftrongeft, that the aged minis
fter who ventures to fubfcribe his name to accufations
againft our churches, fays, ¢ alas the confequence of the
“« prevalence of this fe&t ! they hinder, and are like ta
““ hinder, the fettling and Jupporting learned, pious and
“ orthodox minifters+.” And the writer of the ninth
and tenth /fearned accufations againft me by name, clo-
feth the latt of them with faying, ¢ I muft pesition
‘“ to conceal my real name, till I am become fuch a

., | | ‘¢ falamander

¥ Baptit biftory, p. 49, 79, 98—105.
i Rev. xviii. 10, 16, They put learning lefore piety,
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¢ falamander in the moral worlg, that I can live no long-
~*“er out of the fire.”—Is not this a furprizing evert !
that ¢ illiterate, bold itinerating preachers,” fhould

prevail {o far as to vanquith all the learned teachérs and

fawyers ia New-England, where religion, according to

their account, has long been eftablithed by law, in the

beft manner of any part of the world ? That their fkill

and courage thould now fail them fo much, that one

-'who ventures to own his name and place of abode, yet
fhould'be afraid to name any perion or community of

the accufed ; and he who is {o bold as to name one of

ehem, yet petitions to have his own name concealed,
Jeft he fhouid be burnt up by them ! Will not fome peo-
Ple be apt to think, that tliefe illiterate, bold itmerating
gpreachers, are fucceffors of fome whaolived above feventeen
gundrcd years ago, again{t whom like complaints were
gmade? jJohn vii. 47—351, Plalm it. 1—4, A&s iv.
'5—22, and v. 17—40.—By thefe accounts it appears,
zhat one great difficulty which then laboured among the
learned, was a want of agicement amorg themfelwes
about thofe teackers ; fome of them thinking it was not
sawful to condemn a man, before they had heard him,
and knew what he did. Another was, that the accyfers
were conicious that much good was dene by the acculed,
¥0 that it was a very difficult thing to convince the com-
mmon-people that ticy were bad men. A third thing
was, that what thefe itineraat preachers faid and did, laid
oreat bands upon themielves ; and when they enquired
of their Heap, by what authority he did it, and how he
came by that authority, he quickly brought thofe Jearned
anen into fuch a dilerama upon that point, as they knew
not how te get out of, but by pleading their own igno-
vance, Matt, xxi. 24—275. This laft writer againft us
1s fo much miftaken in thinking to keep out of the fire,
by concealing his name, that both of his publications
| - prove
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prove him to be now in it; and that compaffion is called
for, to pull bim and his confederates out of the fire, if pof-
fible, bating the garmens fpotted by the flefb; in which
condition are all thofe who bave men's perfons in" admira-
siom, becaufe of advamtage. 1 Cor. iit. 11—~14. Jude
i. 22, 23. And that this is his charater, is ‘evident 3
or, fpeaking of aing upon fimifier views in religious
matters, he fays, “in fuch inftances, I know that
“ confcience would bite like aferpent, and fting like an.
¢ adder. And, as it is likely there are fome fuch cha-
¢¢ raters among every deromination, for my part I with
“ the'law might e altered 8o the jorm Mr. Buckus has
¢ exhibited, -or that the Warren Affociation would pro-
‘¢ pofe a form, agreeable to their minds and the third
“¢ article in our Bill of Rights, which we cannot confent
“ to have altered, or infringed upon, without violating
‘¢ our confciences; for we have coniciences, as well as
‘¢ the Baptifts, and hold thefe rights moft facredly.”
The form of mine, here referred to, was only to inform
ftrangers in a diftant town of a plain fa&, viz. that fuch
a man, by name, * is a baptized member of the firft Bap-
¢ tift church in Middleborough.” This is all that was
certified by the paftor of the church, without any other
name to it, or its being dire@ed to any place or perfon,
which is as diffcrent from any certificate ever required
by law in this government, as Jofeph’s wearing his gar-
ment in his mafter’s houfe was from adultery. Yet the
two lait publications againft me are built entirely upon
a {uppofition of its being a legal certificate ; and upon
this fuppofition it is reprefented in the firflt of them, that
cither a mew revelation or neceffity had moved me ““to
*¢ difpenfe with my facred promifes and conicience;"
and the writer fays, ¢ I hope his laudable example wil
‘* be punctually imitated by all others of the fame pro-
¥ {eflion.” And he fill pleads for this, in his laft pub-
’ lication,

é
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lication, astheoniy way left for the fecuring their rights,
chimed in the third amclc, which they hold ¢ conlicien~
“ doully and facredly.,”  And he fays, *if the prattice
“ of giving cemﬁcates be really fuch an intclerable
¢ burthen, and-unpardonable fin, why was it for fo long
¥ atime punctually complied with !*
. In reply to him, I afk, why the. /pmt of truth does
pot guide us inte all 2ruth at once? john xvi. 12, 13.
When grace and truth could be promotcd by circumei-
ﬁm, Paul complied with i, Aés xvi. 3. But when
it came o be contended for, in a way which obftructed
<hat great and good end, he reivied to give place by fub-
;c&:on, even for as bour, that ize truth uof the gojpel
might remain wish the churches ; ard he had no mercy to
thew to diffimulation, no not in Pover himfelf, Gal. ii.
d—14. And the word of truth fhews, that the victo-
ry of the church, over that evil in him who pretends
to be Peter’s fucceﬂ'or, and his followers, will be gra-
dusl, viz. over the beaft, and over bis image, and ouver
bis mark, and over the mumber of bis name, which is the
nuober of a Man. Be it in units, tens or_hundreds,
- it s no more than man fet up in God’s place. 2 Thefi.
i 2, 4, Rev. xiil. 18, and xv. 2. And that the pow-
er riow contended for is of that nature, is moft evident,
For in the Bofton Evening-Puft of May 17, 1773,
meation was made of their law to tax all members of
the church of England in each town, with others, which
the church minifter, if they had any, was to draw out
of the town-treafury ; and then it was ‘aid, ¢ had the
« fame prudent precaution been taken with refpect to
*¢ Anabaptifts, when they were exempted from being tax-
¢¢ ed towards the maintenance of the minifters ot the
% churches by law ¢ffablifbed, thofe avaricious and diffos
" lute perfons, whio get under watkr to wafh away their

“ minifters rates, withou: any expe&ation or defire of
¢ \"’{hmg
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 wathing away their fins, would have little or no tempta-
. * tion to declare themfelves Anabaptifts.,® This, with’
other means, brought the Warren Aflociation, in tiie falt
after, to publith thefe five reafons, why we could not
in confcience obey their certificatc Taws any -longer.
1. Becaufe fo to do would imply an acknowledgment,
that civil rulers have a right to fet one religious. fe& up
above another, which they liave not. 2. Becaufe they:
are not our reprefentatives in religious matters, therts
fore fo to tax us, is to tax us where we are not repre-
fented. 3. Becaufe this pra&ice emboldens the uppers
moft fe@ to affume Geod’s prerogative, and to judge
the fecrets of others hearts. 4. Becaufe the church is
prefented as a cbafle virginm to Cbrift, and to place hee
love and trut upon any others for temporal fups
port, is playing ibe barlot (Holf. ii. 5) and fo is the way
to deftroy all religion. 5. Becaufe this praftice tends
to envy, bypecrify, confuffon, zad every evil work, and o
to the ruin of human focieiy §. -

No anfwer has ever been rcturned to thefe reafons,
better than railing, imprifonment, and fpoiling of our
goods. If faid third article be compared with the
amendments which the town of Bofton voted to have
made therein, all may fee that it i1s the very fcheme
which was publifhed in 1773, as I have related it.
Neither have we any reafon to think that the country
would have adopted it, if Bofton, with her deceitful
arts, had not taken the public lead therein. Her chief
teachers and lawyers have ated the part in this matter,
which we have defcribed in Matt. xxii. 3, 4. The
winter after the firft taxing law for minifters was made,
after their fecond charter was received, an addition
thereto was paffed, wherein it was faid,  that nothing
¢* herein contained is intended, or fhall be conftrued to
' ¢ extend,
8 dvpeal 1o the public, 1773, p. 4359 | “
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- s¢extend, to abridge the inhabitants of Bofton of theif

 accuftomed way and prattice, as to the choice and

. % maintenance of their minifters.” And this parsiali-

gy has been cftablithed here by law for eighty-eight
years; and our attempts to remove it has been the only
caufe of the ourcry which that party have made againft”
us for eight years paft. And to their partiality in hu-
man laws, a noted minifter of theirs has now added as

an inftance of partiality in the laws of God. In
his plan of grace, promifes and precepts, privileges
and duties, are infeparably conneted together ; and to
expeft one without the other, is to zempt him, in-

. ftead of srufling in bim. Deut. vi. 16, 17, Matt. iv.

6, 7. Andl fully concur, that the following words
are very applicable to the prefent ftate of this country.
Jer. xxx. 20, 21. ¢ Their congregation fhall be eita-
¢ blithed before me, and I wiil punifb all that cppre/s
¢¢ them. And their nobies fhall be ot themielves, and
¢ their governor fhall proceed from the midft of them,
¢ and I will caufe bim to draw near, and be fball approach
¢ unto me; for who is this that engaged bis bears to ap-
€ proach unto me ? faithb the Lorp.” Yet this text was

~ taken, with the omiffion of all the words here put in

itaiics, and 2 very learned and polite eletion fermon
was delivered from the other part of ir, on O¢&. 23,
1780, at the *“ commencement of the conftitution,
¢ and inauguration of the new government, by SamueL
¢ Cooprer, D. D.” He is minifter of a church in Bof-
ton, that is the firft we know of in this government,
who in their firft conftitution exprefled a diflike at cur
farher’s ftriCtnefs, in requiring a credible profeflion of
Javing fa.io, of all perfons that they received to commu-
nion at the Lord’s table*. It may be of fervice to com-
pare

§ It was conflituted in 1699,
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pare this with the addrefs to the people of the compilers of
our new conftitution, to move them to receive it, p. 17; {2y,
thoy, ‘* your delegates did not conceive themfelves to be
vefted with power to fet up one denomination of Chriftians
sbove another; for Rrricion muft at all tirges be a mate
ter between God and éndividuals ;” which is given as the
reafon why they refufed to exclude out of our future legif-
lature fuch Roman Catholics as fhall ¢ difclaim the prin-
ciples which are fubverfive of a free government.,” Yet
all the power contended for in their third article is put
into the hands of communities, who have the exclufrve right
in its exercife. Therefore they knew that RerLicion was
not the good they aimed at therein.

The firft founder of the town and colony of Providence
Plaptarions had a plain fight of the deceitfulnefs of fuch
claims, and contended earneftly for imparsial liberty for the
confciences of Papifts with others, as to matters of worfhip,
fo far as might be confiftent with the fafety of govera-
ment, and the rights of individuals; and that none but
ipiritual weapons fhould be employed againft meer errors
in judgment of any kind. But the fathers of the Mafia«
chufetts called this Iiberty ‘“dangerous principles of fe-
paration®;” and vented all t]l:‘eir {kill and rage, in trying

te

* Baptifl hiftory, p. 156, 165—171, 297, 298. His argu-
§uent then <was, that civil rulers can have no right to any more or
other power than is frirly given them by the pcople ; and that the
people, as fuch. had no religious power to comvey to ruters ; all
which is now ='lowed to be irurh, though many are t+ying hard ta
eflabiifl a power and practice, entirely of a contrary nature. Fe
Aeny Mr. Chandler’s charges againft our churcbes, as to covenar:-
breaking ; aad if any per fon or community bas done [0, we fland
ready 10 do <what we can to rectity st, when it is properly pointed
out. Goversacent in chuw by as flate, is founded iu conpact or co=
venant, tmpli-d or exprefied ; and they are equally binding upern
ofhcers and privates, to o} towards each other according to the na-
ture of the compall, as far as their ability and opportunity will ad-
2t of o Ani if Gy one,y in a public or a privare flatiziny<aidd gait
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to divide, and conqueg his little colony ; and all the difors

- ders, which by thefe and other means were caufed therein,
have been a prevailing argument for tyranny in the Maf-
fachufetts ; and their tyranny has been a ftrong argument

- ¥or the continvance of thofe diforders in the other State

~ever fince; and how far thefe two parties have now been
confederares in trying to crufh our attempts to remave that

- tyranny, and thofe diforders, I know not. _

- Some would have us look to Britain for help againft
thefe oppreffors ; but we have no idea of any fuch thing.
¥or their king, in afpeech to his new parliament, Nov. 2,

11780, exclaims aloud againft others ““houndlefs ambition ;”

- and urges for fuch preparations ana ertions, as, fays he,

| %¢ fhall convince our enemies, that we wx// nog fubmit to
receive law from any powers whatfeever.” And yet before

~* this fpeech arrived among us, a declaration was received
¥rom his commiffioners at New-York, which would fain
perfuade us, that the Britith parliament have received law
from- America, fo as to give up more to us than we afked
for before the war ; and thereupon they earneftly invite us
2o return under their protection, while in the {amc declara-

“ gion they exhort thofe whom they call 2b¢ loyal, *“to perfe-
vere in their integrity, for the prefervation of their religion
and liberties.” Compare this with the bifhop of Landaft’s
sermon, and who can putany truft in fuch men? Such men
38 a century ago accufed Dr. Owen and his friends of fa-
vauring Popzry, becaufe they refufed to join in fellowfhip
with the church of England, whofe claims of arbitrary pow-
er {oon after brought the nau. » te the brink-of ruin. In
aniwer to that accufation, Dr. Owen obferved, that all the
reformation from popery which any had attained to, was

built
2he ~chole warld, by making fhipwreck of faith and a pood
confcience, be wonld be an infinite lofev by the Lorgain,  Tiere-
fore let no man ever again aitowpt to deccive oliers, or give Lis
vote {or ary who evidently do fo, as lre wonld ¢fcape fuck a fizip-

wreck bimfelf, and difo the guilt of endangering the commuuity
b2 belongs to therely. ) | '

[
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built entirely upor thefe three principles. 1. Ehat the ho-
ly fcriptures are our only rule in religious matters. 2. That
each rational man has an equal right to judge of their
meaning for hirafelf. 3. That alkeharch power, and office
power therein, is derived from Chrift, by his word and {pi-
rit, to each particular church.: That the fucceffion of mini-
fterial power is fecured, by his continuing, according to h:g
promife, to call fouls effectually by hisgrace, and to furnmifh
men with fpiritual gifts, fit for fuch offices as he has infti-
tuted, and making it the duty of the church to call them
thereto and fet them apart therein. And fays he, * thofewho
plead for a fucceffroe minifiry without refpett to thefe things,
without refelving both the authority and office of it untg
them, do but etre a dead image, or 2mbrace a dead carcafe,
inftead of the living and life-giving inttirutions of Chrift*.”*
This was emphatically the cafe with New-England, when
Ged was pleafed remarkably to pour out his fpirit, and glo-
rioufly to revive religiop therein, forty years ago. This Mr.
Edwards, in his book of five parts, very plainly proved.
But in anfwer thereto, the next year, Dr. Chauncy laboured
hard to prove, that the #tineraat preacking, which was the -
chief means of that work, was a thing of very bad and dan-
gerous tendency, and that the firft leader therein was guilty
- of very rafb and umcoaritable judging, for expreiling his fears,
that many, nay moft of the teachers in the land, did not ex-
perimentally know Jefus Chrift; therefore he raked this
country, and even ranfacked the church of Rome, for fiithy
ftoriesto caftgpon the inftruments and fubje&ts of that work.
Arnd to prove that the minifters of New-England had not
thea loft their charaéter, he produced Dr. Cotton Mather’s
teftimony in their favour, who faid, “ no man becomes a
minifter in our churches, till he firt be a2 communi-
cant; and no man beromes a communicant, until he hath
been feverely examined about his receneraticn, as well as con«
verfation.” Butwhen wasitfo? Thisteltimony was pub-
lithed in16g6. . But twelve years after, itwas openly preach-

ed

Cn e e I Vs o as o

¥ Origingl of evangelical dhuyéhes, 1681, p. 165, 291—297.
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. edup, et the Lord’s fupper was a converting ordinance §;
. wkich dodtrine had fpread through the countty before this
~ rewi¥al began. And to guard againft the increafe of the Bap-
- giffyin Bofton in 1772, Dr.Chauncy faid to the world, *‘the
- divinely appointed way, in which perfons become members of
the vifible church of Chrift, is utterly inconfiftent with the
- fuppofition, that, in order to their being fo, they muft be the
. fubjeQs of faving faith, or judged to be fo0.” According
~ to which opinion, the fathers of New-England were the un-
" charitable men, for feverely examining into that matter, as
much as the Newlights were for reviving that practice, of
the Bapitifts for perfevering therein ; and it wasan impofition
upon mankind to bring that teftimony, to uphold a caufe
. that was and s contrary thereto. '
-~ TrutH and MErcy thine with equal luftre, in the glo-
- nious kingdom of the Redeemer; and to his works of this
nature he appeals, as his greateft wirneffes againft the powa
ers of darknefs. Joha v. 36, 37. Their united influence -
convey the go/den oil into the church, to make her the fighs
of the world. Zech. iv. 2—14. Thefe witnefles have long
prophefied in fackcloth ; till of late it feems as if they had
- {carce any emérance into any adminiftrations of civil govern«
men¢ io the world, but rather to have fallen in the fireets, fo
that he that departetb from evil maketh bimfelf a prey. 1fai,
fix. 14, t5. But whenthe fpirit of life from God fball enter
#at0 them, the kingdoms of this world will foon become 7be
Ringdom:s of our Lord, andof bis anointed 3 and tbe ark of bis
2ef ament will be feen again. Rev. xi. 3—19. "“Then tbe fpi-
7it that is upon bim, akd the words of bis mouth, fball not dee
part from bis feed for ever. 1fal. lix. 19—21. The magi-
trate’s {we: d is to punifh none but fuch as work ill to their
neighbours. Rom. xiit, 1—~10. And when the influence
above celcribed fhall extend fo far as to reftrain thofe wha
would burt and defiroy, the fword will be entirely laid afide.
Hai. ii. 2~—5, and iv. 5, 6, and xi. g, 10. Amen; even fo,
come Lord Jefus. ISAAC BACKUS.
Middleboreughy, April 20, 17814,

)
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APPENDIX

INCE the forcgomg pages were prmted 1 have
feen a letter from a Bapuit minifter in Pennfylvai

nia, who has lately been drawn into the opinion of the

final reftoration of alb creatures to happinefs ; where<
in it is laid down, as a rule to interpret fcripture by, that
¢ whatever is to be known of God is manifeft within .

And his fenuments re{pelting the gofpel he délivers in'

thefe words,viz. “God in his written word dcc}ares him-~
felf as the everlafting cfiential love : He sbat loveth noty
knoweth not God 5 for God is love. 1f God be love, em+

phatically fo, abftraitedly fo, he can be nothing elfe §

ence it neceffarily foﬂows, whatever he inflifts upon
his creatures muft have its rife and fpring in love and
in wifdom, however fevere and terrible ic ‘may appear tg

the fhort-fighted creature. If in love, it muft, ﬁnallyz

center in zheir happinefs.”
This fhews the weight of the apomc s faymg, I am

jealous over you with a godly jealoufy; for I bave ej?oufod
Jyou b0 one bufband, that I may prefens you as a chafle vir-

gn to Chrift. But I fear, left by any means, as the ferpen?
eguiled Eve tbrough bis fubtilty, fo your minds fbould le

tarraptcd from the SimpLicITY ibat is in Chbriff. 2 Cor.
Xl. 2, 3. The tempter’s argument with Eve was, that
it could not bé confiftent with #7usb and geodnefs to take
God’s faying in its liceral fenfe.  And to fet up an inters
preter within man, which fhall conftrue the written word

in a fenfe, that muft finally center in the happinefs of al |
E Creatures;

'
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creatures, is making a regard ¢c them she ultimate end of
God’s dilpenfations ; which is evidently a cbanging-the
sruth of Ged into a ife. Rom. i. 25. See what is betere faid
thereon, p. 4, 5,15,23.  Chrittianity is built upon thefe
thpee points. 1. That God is felf-moved in all his ac-
tions, and that no higher reafon can be given for his
fhewing mercy to any, - than becaufe /o it feemed good in
bis fizht. Matt. xi.26. Rom. ix. §—23, and xi. 33—36.
2. That fin is an infinite evil, and can only be removed by
the mesits of God the Son, and by the renewing power of
God the Foly Spirit. 3. That this falvation muft take

lace vpon the foul in time, or not at all, p. 1.

ut myftery Babylon was built by calling in hea<
then philofophy, to conftrue things in the oppofite
way, p. 22, 23. And let it be covered ever fo artfully,
! am bold in it, that to fuppofe that God’s choice is
determined by what he fées in the creature, and net in-
himielf ; and to hold fin to be but a finite evil, and
that creature-fufferings can remove it, is antichriftianifm.
And the fruits of it always fthew the propriety of that
remark ; be that loverb not bis brother whom be bath [cen,
bow can be leve God whom be bath not feen? 1 John, iv,
20. And a temper contrary to equity has ever been
difcovered in all fofts of men, who have been unwilling
to let the written laws of Chrift be their own interpret-
ers ; but have fet up any thing within man above them,
One candleftick was an emblem of the chufch which
{fprang from the twelve patriarchs; and two were fo, of
the church that was conftituted by the miniftry of the
twelve apoftles, frcm xmong both Jews and Gentiles.
Zech.ive 2—14. Eph. i 18—20. Rev.xi 4. This
church which is built upon, and governed by, the wris-
ings of the apaftles and propbess, 1 believe 18 intended by
the twenty-tour ¢lders, and its minifters by the four beafts
or living creatures, who unite 1n high praifes to God for

¢he
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the difplays of redceming grace to them, and of rightesus
judgments towards the impenitent. Ezek. i. 19—21,
Rev. iv. 4—11, and v. ¢, and vii. 11~—14, and xi, 16,
17, and xix. 4. And the difplays of TryTH and
Equity which the Redeemer makes in all thefe tworks,
] take to be the two witnefles ipoken pf in Rev. xi. 3—

%

12. And when a full victory fhall be gained over the -

beaft, the church will fing the fong of Mofes, lawgiver -

to the Jewith church, and of the Lamb, who is lawgiver

to the Chriftian church. A&siii. 22, 23. Rev. xv.

2, 3. And what follows, contains a demonftration of
the impoffibility of uniting truth and equity with the
exercife of a legiflative and executive power in civil
States, as to the affairs of divine worfhip.

~ In the ele@ion-fermon laft fall, it was faid to our le-
giflature, * we may rely that the prefent government
““ will do all it fairly can, by authaerity and example,

¢ to anfwer the end of its inftitution, that the members -

‘¢ of this Commonwealth may /2ad a quict and peaceakle
¢ life, in ail Gapriness as well as bonefly, A governe
‘*“ ment which is moft certainly founded on the broadeft

*¢ bafis of liberty, and affords equal protection to all*.”

Which is the very {cripture that Dr.” Mather made ufe
of, with his father Cotton’s conltrution of it, in 1681,
to jultify the nailing up cf the Baptift meering-houfe in
Bofton : Only Gooriwres was not then fet in capitals,
and bonefly in fmall letters, a¢ has now been done. Bit-
t2r experience foon after ¢onvinced Dr, Mather, that
- what he had called geodiine/s, in reality was rcliery§,
And perhaps the following facts may convince many,
that the prefent generation have been no lefs miftakeo
about that matter, than their fathers were. In the fall
of 1774, our churches were accufed of aa inimical de-
| {32
* Cooper’s elsGion- fermon, p. 37, 38 o
§ Baptigt bijtory, p. 491—493s 52ty
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fign towards their country, becaufe of their ianding me
to Philadelphia; therefore the true ftate of the caie

was laid before the MafTachufetts Congrefs ; from whom
we receiyed this anlwer, viz. |

Ixn PROVINCIAL CONGRESS,
" Cambridge, December g, 1774.

ON reading the memorial of Rev. Ifaac Backus,
agent to the Baptift churches in this government,
' Relolved, That the eftablifhment of civil and reli-
gious liberty, to each denomination in the Province,
js the fincere wifh of this Congrefs: But being by
no means vefted with powers of civil government,
whereby they can redrefs the grievances ot any perfoa
whatever, ‘they therefore recommend to the Baptft
churches, that when a General Affembly fhall be con-
vened in this Colony, they lay the real grievances of
faid churches before the fame; when and where their
petition will moft certairi meet with all that attention,
due to the memorial of a denomination of Chriftians fo

- Jell difpofed to the public weal of their country.

By order of the Cohgfcfs,
- JOHN HANCOCK, Prefident.

A true extra®t from the minutes,
- Benvjamin LiNcoLn, SecC’ry.

Accordingly we laid our cafe befcre the Aiffembly,
which met at Watertown, September 20, 1775, to whom
we faid, ¢ we humbly reprefent that our real grievances
are, that we, as well as our fathers, have fromn nime to
time been taxed on religious accounts where we are not
feprefented, and when we have fued for our nghts,
cur cavfes have bern wied by interelied j'.n'igt‘:s-:’
“ ~ | Which



[ 5 ]
Which we went on plainly to prove; and toward ths -
clofe faid, ¢ as we are perfuaded that an entire fregdom
from being taxed by civi/ rulers to reltgww worfhip, i3
not a mere favour from any man or'men {a the worid,

“but a right #hd property granted us by God, who corn-
mands us to fand faft in it; we have not oniy the fa

reafon to refofe'an acknowledgment of fuch a taxing -

power here, as America has the taxing power of the

Britith Parliament; but alfo, according to our prefent

t .
¢

light, we fhould wrong our confciences, in allowing that |

power to man, which we believe belongs only to God.”
This memorial was read at three different times in the Al
fembly, and then liberty was granted for one of our bree
thren s@o b%‘ ged to it to bring in fuch a bill as he want-
ed t0 have pafied in our favour. He did fo, and it was
read once, and a time was fet for a fecond rcadmg s but
when that time came, other things were crowded in, and
nothing more was ever done upon it, as we know of.
And whea the third article, now in queftion, came to be
atted upon in the Convcnuon, thofe old accufations,
about the defign of my going to Philadelphia, were
sgain brought up to prejudice the Convention againft
all that the Baptx(’c members could fay for equal liberty.
Being well infermed of this injuitice foon after, I publifh~
ed a brief ftate of the affair on Dec. 2, 1779, wherein
I named our accufers, and challenged them to a fair
hearing thereon; but have been denied it to this day.
And Lieut. Flgah Ames, as hearty a friend to .the
American caule as. ‘any man in .Bridgwater, with
brother joleph, two bapt‘zed members. of our church,
were imprifoned for a minifterial tax, on the-day that
my chailenge was printed in Bofton; and two other of
my hearers were finzd for refufing to affift the collector
in that iniquitous, alt, , And -an marcn 27, 178Q, &
qow was takcn from Qliver Wethcrbce, for atax toa
. minifter

-~
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‘myigifter be never had any connexion with; being 3
‘Daptized member of our fifter church in Hafvard, be-
fore he removed into Lancafter, and i)} walked in fel-
lowthip thezewith. The cow was the property of one
. of his bréthren, who took lawful methods o recover
- Jer, and got her into his poficifion ; but a band of men
. €ame and violently wrefted her from him; 4nd threaten-
. &d to kil any Baptifts that fhould attempt to take her
- again. But-as Worcefter Court gave judgment that
- the owner fhould be paid for his cow, Jonathan Ken-
dell, the colleétor, aided by Capt. Hafkal, who had be-
fore threatened life, feized brother Wetherbee on June
26 ; and though there was no appearance of any defign

- to refcue him, yet he was condufted int® Wgrgefter
g2ol by a draws fwerd. John Hawkes was alfo a bap-
tized member of the fame church, before he removed intg
Lancafter, and had done near four years fervice in this
war; yet he, with Nathan Willard, one of that fociety,
were {cized on AprHl 11, for taxes to the fame minifter,
and all three of them were confined at Worcefter uill
September. And the tzachers and lawyers who oppofe
our claims of liberty, difcovered no more compaffion t6
them, than the prieft and levite did to the man who fell
among thieves. © All civil officers, who received their
vacr in the name of the Kings of Britain, long
ince quitted the exercife of it among us; but each of
thefe brethren were imprifoned for the fupport of
minifters-who received their parith power in that name;;
and §s not this a béing partial sn sthe low ? Mal. ii. 9,
Inftead of egusl prote&ion, great numbers in cur Staté
are now daily expofed to fpoiling of goods or imprifon-
ment, for the fupport of ‘teachers they never chofe;
one of whom is Mr., Eleazer Snow, of Pridgwater,
who was baptize: in September, 1761, and has walked
in fellowthip with- our church' ever fince, being n'o.\v
SR within
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within three months of fourfcore yearsof ages ;ti-m

hag, latcly been demanded of him, fora yo f4

front whomJre never heard a fingle fermon.,

1 am not infenfible of the prejudices ofw
hearing any thing from me upon thefe matters ; therefofl =~
~* 1 thall clofe at.this time with a brief view of the reafons

of the prefent publication. Minifters have told us that
we were initiated irfto the covenant of grace in infancy s
but forty years ago this month, the holy fpirit toock me in
hand; and effeftually taught me, that 1 was under the
covenant of-works, and in Auguft following he brought
me into the covenant of grace, by giving my foul fuch
a revelagion of the glory and .excellency of the way of
falvatiofl’ by the Redeerper, as drew mny heart gladly
to quit all confidence in the fleth, that I might win
Cbnft, and be found in him. YetI was fuch a dull
fcholar in his fchool, that it took thirty-two years to learn
me this fhort leflon; one Lord, one faith, one bapti'm. It
was ten years before 1 came to fee, that what men call
baptifm, which they have put before faith, is a nalliiy;
#d it took four more to'bring me to refrain from
communing with that nullity at the Lord’s table. Afk
ter which it coft the farther difcipline of eigateen year$
to learn me fo much as to treat all laws about worfhip as
nullities, which come not from the ome Lord, And
his authority upon my confcience has conftrained meg
to improve what gifts and influence he has been pleafed
to give me, in attempts to propagate this leflon among
‘My countrvmer, it being the only way to obtain and
keep the unity of the Spirit in the bond of peace. Eph.
. 1——06, V. 25. 'The covenant of circumcifiom gave
lirael a*right to make f{laves of fuch as were not in it;
Yand tHe 4oking away that name which God gave to it
(Aéls vii. 8) and adding a name to it which he never
gave, is tire very way that the morler of barlots has taken
o ., -
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0 miake mercbandize of flaves and fouls of men. And the
call from HEAven is, Come out of ber, my people, thaP¥e
be nct partakers of ber fins, and that ye $eceive not of
ber plagits,  For ber fins bave teacked untlbenonw, and

- fBed bath remembered ber iziquities. Revi~x¥iii. 4, 5,
13, 20==24. If this call be duly regardel; wk are wel!
ab’e to overcome every foe, and to go in and Poflefs’all
the bleffings promifed in the gofpel.  And, ‘¥s faras 1
know any thing cf my own heart, the cnly reafon of

- this publication is -to promote this great good, and to
clear my foul of bXod guiltinefs, whether others will
hear, or whether they will forbear,

- Moy 18, 17818



