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Truth is greaty and will prevail,

= H IS maxim has been affented to in all
countries, and in' all ages; but the grand
queftion has been, wuat 15 TrRuTH 7 Pilate
> aiked it, but waited not for the anfwer.
Sa far from it, that the fear of man moved him to give
fentence againit the eternal Sow or Gobo, who came
into our werld on purpofe to fear witnefs unto THE
TrutH, Jews and Gentiles were confederates in this
hellith a&, and all nations and denominations ever fince
have been more agreed in oppofling the truth, than in
any other point: Yet truth prevails fill,

I'hat thercisone supreme Being, whofe kingdomruleth
over all, isthe firlt and capital article of truth, which ro
nation upon =arth were ever able to erafe entlrelv out of
their minds; for no government cculd ever be eftablifh<
ed among them‘"elves, without appeals to HiMm for the
truth of what was aflerted, and to avenge injuftice, and
the violation of contracts and engagements.

That it 1s the.indifpenfable duty of every man to
love his creator and prelerver with all his faculties and
powers, and to love his neighbeur as himfelf, 1s a truth
infeparably connedted with the other: For while JE~
HoOvar emains infinitely and unchangeably good, and
we retiin s o?""pr'nrr our obligation to love him can
never be diannulled or abated and his command, to
Jove cur aeighbours as outicives, 15 as immutable as
Lis periections are.

T h:x. ail mankind, in their natural condition, are in
a fracc of rewolt from this heavenly ruler, is a truth as
¢yrdect as the other; what need elie could there be for
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% Trath is great, and will prevail,
~thefe appeals and reftraints? The attempts that have
. often been made againft this truth, have always con-
firmed it, and have demonftrated the corruption of the
~authors of thofe attempts. Nothing can difcover a
~more mean and difhoneft difpofition, than for a perfon
to fteal the property of another, and then to labour to
adorn and exalt himfelf therewith, while he tries hard
to fink the credit of the true owner, fo as to fet felf
~above him: Yet this is the very practice of all thofe
- who fet up their reafon above divine ‘revelation. The
‘writings of the greateft men in Pagan countries are
full of the intrigues, adulteries, thefts and murders,
of their imaginary deities; which, by God’s righteous ™
- judgment, and from their natural tendency, have pro-
~duced like abominations in their worfhippers; becaule
they changed the truth of God into & lie. Rom. L
'218—32. And thofe who were favoured with the
oracles of God, and yet did the fame thing, thereby
brought upon themfelves a much greater condemnation
than the others did. Rom. it. 1—24. If fo, then what
advantage can it be to have thofe oracles? Anfwer, much
every way : For what if fome did not believe 2 Shall their
unbelief make the faith of God without effei? The
thought is to be rejected with the urmoft abhorrence.
Zea, let God be true, but every man a liary as 1t is wril-
den, that thou mighteft be jufified in thy fayings, and mighteft
wvercome when thow art judged. Rom. il 1—-g. This
is the exact ftate of the controverfy. Men have aflum-
ed the judgment feat, and have arraigned the fayings of
God to their bar.  This praftice began near the forbid-
den tree, Gen. 1ii. 1—0; and from that day to this
‘men have been cver fearnizg, and yet, of themlelves,
were xncver able to come to the knowledge of the trulh
and that becaufe the judge is the criminal, who cannot
tive in that way any longer than he is kept in darknc;_s;
73



Truth is great, and will prevail, 2
for whenever the autherity of truth takes place in his
confcience, fin revives, and be dies; and his only way of
relwf is by faich in the perfe&t obedience and atening
{facrifice of our great furety, who offered himfelf without
frot 10 Goa,+ Zom. vil. 1=—12, Heb. iX¥ 14, and x,
"1 —v4. Unaflifted reafon coula never go any farther in’
this re!pe, than to move'men to imbrue their hands
in the bluod of their own chiidren, by offering the fruit
of their body for the fin of their foul: Yet many are now
guilty of ftealing a finer drefs for human nature, from
the oracles of God, and then of improving the fame
againft the authority of the book they took it from;
fo that'inftead of faying, let God be true, but every
man a liar; their argument is, that every man is not a
liar, therefore in feveral points God does not fpeak the
truth! And it 1s a common thing for thefe reafoners,
to claim a power for themfelves whick they deny to
Jeuovan; and daily to prafife that, under his name,
which, with reverence be it fpoken, was never within
HIs POWER to do! Num. xxiil, 19, John x, 35, 2d Tim,
1. 13, Heb. vi. 18. "

T'hey often 1afiit upon it, that men canrnot deferve
praife for doing right, nor blame for doing wrong, un-
lefs they have power within themfelves to act with mo-
tive or againft motive, as they pleafe. It their volunta-
ry altions aie nct determined by what is within them,
they fay they are not fres.  Yet the fame men are pofi-
tive, that God’s clioice of fome to falvation, while he
leaves the reft to periil in their fins, muft be determined
by what Le fees ia them, and not in himfelf 5 or elfe,
fay they, he would be a refpelter of perfons, Thus
felf-determination 1s claimed for man, but is denied to
Ged; diellly inthe face of Chrift, and the infpired
apoltle. Mot x1 26, Rom. xi, 33—36.  The evi-
dent cavle of this horrid impiety, {s a fecret conciit,

20

-



5 Trath is great, and will prevail.

that there is a good to be obtained which is better than
truth, and for which truth may be difpeafed wizh, and
contrad.¢ted ; therefore, though 1t is "impoflible for
God to lie, or to deny himfelf, yet men often do it, in
hopes of obtaining that imaginary good. Indeed Chrift,
calls us to deny ourlelves, and to take-up our crofs dai-
Jy s butit is only that.corrupt and delufive felf, which
13 fec up againft the revealed will of God.  He requires
us dally o crofs our lufts, and felf-righteous conceits ;
while Saran tempts us to crofs the truth, and the hcht
of-our owh confaicnces ; and can any rational foul hefi-
tate'a minute upon which ot them is to be regarded !
‘That all men have a power within them to act in
every cafe as thea feems beft to them, is a truth as tul.y
given into by <he advocates for divine fovereignty,
by any fgee-willer on earth. Perhaps Dr. Owen opcncd
and defeaded the great dollrines of foyercign grace, as
well as any man did in the laft century ; and hLe fays,
“ to fuppofe that in all things of {pyritual and eternal
¢ concernment, men are notdetermined and acted eve-
“ ry one by his own judgment, is an imagination of
¢ men who think buc lictle of what they are, or do, or
¢ fay, or write. Even thofe who fhut their eyes againft
* thelight, and follow in the herd, relolving not to en-
¢ quire into any of thefe things, do it becaufe #tbey
« judge it bef for them fo to ds*»  And the greateft
writer againft a telf-determining power in man, that our
age has leen, fays, ‘¢ liberty is “the power, opportunity
¢ or advantanc, that any one has to do as he pleaies, or
“ to conduct in any 1efpeél accorlding to his plealure.”
And faysshe, ¥ it is demonftrable, and 1 think has been
« demonftrated, that no ncceflity of men’s volitions.

& that 1 mazintain is inconfiflent with this hberty ;.
With

™
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® Oricinal of cvanvclical chure hidy p. 10L
U Edwards on the will; thind cdition, P2, Avpendivg
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With which I fully concur; for we can as eafily put an
end to our exiftence, as we can keep from choofing
whai we ot prefent view or imagine to be beit.  Pharaoh
did fo in all his attempts to hold Ifracl in bondage ; and
fo he and his people did, when they were glad to let 1/-
rael departy with rich greafures : And the Lord’s defign
therein was, that sbey might obferve wis fRatutes, and keep
His /aws. Plalm cv. 37—45. Yet how unwilling are
many, even in this land of gofpel light, to yield their
fouls to this authority ? Being called by our churches to
act as their agent in this great affair, 1 have had caufe
to know more of the averfion of many thereto, than moft
others have ; of which take the following plain account.
‘When a new plan of government was formed-for the
Maflachufetts State, which took in their old taxing laws
for religious teachers, I was called to rmeet our com-
mittee at Bofton uponm it, in February, 1778, And find-
ing that faid plan was to be eftablifhed or fet afide by
our next General Court, we drew up a petition, direted
to them, that it might be fixed, * as a fundamental
‘¢ principle of our conftitution, that religious minifters
“¢ fhall be fupported only by Chrift’s authority, and not
¢ at all by affeflment and lecular force.” This was
figned by many, in various parts of the State, which
alarmed the minifters who were {upported by tax and
compulfion; and one of them, who was called to delis
ver the eleCtion lermon to that Aflembly, faid therein,
¢¢ the fear and reverence of Ged, arnd the terrors of
““ eternity, are the moft powerful refiraints uron the
“ minds of men.—J.et the reftraints of religion once
““ be broken down, as they infallibly would be by leav-
ing the fubject of puhlic worthip to the humours of
the multtude, and we micht well dety all human
wifdom and power to iupport and prelerve order and
$¢ g,overnmc;:nc
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8. Truth is great, and will prevail,

¢ government in the State®.” And a gentleman who
had been one of our legiflators, hearing that fome of his
town{men were going to be baptized, on the 26th of
June following, went at the head of a large mob, and
violently interrupted their worfhip upon their own lands;
for which breach of the public peace he was fo far from
receiving any punifhment, that he was one of the Con-
vention that formed our prefent plan of government,
and is a member of the firlt legiflature which has afted
thereon. In September, 1778, a minifter of the firt
church in Bofton, hearing vi the defeat of our army on
Rhode-1fland, delivered a lecture before many of our
rulers, from the feventh of Jofhua, wherein he tried
hard to perfuade them, that one of the accurfed things
which cauled that defeat, was becaufe a new law had
not been made and enforced, to help minifters about
their falaries. This fermon being printed, a writer ap-
peared in Mr. Gill’s paper of O&ober 8, with a high
commendation of it, and declaring that the reprefenta-
tion made therein, of the cafe of minifters, ¢ was with
“¢ that noble plainnefs and fidelity which are among the
« diftinguifhing characteriftics of that gentleman. But
¢ (fays he) although thé General Affembly has now
*¢ been fitting tor fome time, no motion {as I can learn)
“ has as yet been made, or is likely to be made, for this
¢ purpnfe.—Are the tclergy then to fubmit to this
¢ treatment ! Are they to remain fubjeéted to injuftice
« and fraud !” Now obferve how God takes the wife
in their own craftinefs. Ten years befere. the {fame
minifter faw fuch danger of having his party all taxed
to bithops, that he faid, ¢ we are in principle againft
‘all
* Payfon’s [ermon, p. 19, 20,

t The ~word clerpy fignifics heritage 5 anl to aveil ile
eenfure of lording it over the church, oficcrs have ultorle

the name to themfelves, See Dry Gill on v Petov. 3.
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¢« gll civil eftablifhments in religion. It does not appear
¢ 1o us, that God has entruited the State with a right to
« make teligious eftablifhments.—Hath the State of
“ Lingland been diftinguifhed by heaven by any pecu-
‘ Jiar grant, beyond the State in other countries? If it
“ has, let the grant be produced. If it has not, all
‘“ States have, in common, the fame authority, in efta-
‘¢ blilhments conformable to their own fentiments in re-,
“ ligion ; what can the confequence be, but infinite da<
“‘ mage to the caufe of God and true religion ! and fuc§
“ in fact has been the confequence of thefe éftablifh<
“ ments in all ages, and in all places}.” Thefe, andt
other words of his, I as agent for our churches, pub-
lithed in Mr. Willis’s paper, the very day that the above
complamt againft our legiflature was publifhed by Mrd
Gill, in the fame fireer, in Bofton; though at that
time I knew nothing of the pubhcatnon of faid fermon.
A few days after I publifhed the unanimous vote of our
churches, wherein they fay, ¢ we folemnly deciare for
¢ ourfelves, and believe we fafely may for the whale,
¢ 120 Baptift churches in'New-England, that we want
¢ nothing more in this refpe®, than to have what the
¢t before-named Dr. Chauncy fays is their principle,
¢t concerning religious hberty, eltablithed in fa&, and
¢ reduced to practice.”  And there has never been
the leaft degree of proof advanced fince, to difcover
any want, €ither of confiftency, or of fincerity, iIn this
declaration, though the united craft and rage of learned
teachers and lawyers have been vented againft us there-
for, to an amazing degree. Crafty and bitter pieces,
in ten different news-papers, have fince been publifhed

againft me by natae, by writers who have kept theirown
names

T Choauncy againft Chandlor, 1768, p. 152, 153,
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names concealed®. Whether this is moft like to the
heathen favages, or to the bloody court of InquisiTion,
let the pubh\, judge.

At length a minifter of Rowley has come out,and pub-
Yithed an addrefs, directed to the learned paftor of the firft
Baptift church in Bofton 1, and ¢ tothe other regular Bap-"
“ uft minifters in the Commonwealth of MafTachufetts,
““and in Rhode-1fland and Providence Plantations;”
wherein lie fays of our churches ingeneral, ¢do you, gen-
tlemen, know this people in thenr feveral difperfions thro’
the couniry, what manner of men they are? Iam fo ac-
quainted with fome of them, and am 10 well informed of
many more, that I can tell you, there are only a few, a very
few of them, that appear to be ferious Chriftians. The
_moft of them are firlt Separatifts from the churches in
wlich they were educated, and that uncharitably and ir-
#¢lizioufly, and not as Baptifts, and then turn out Baptifts,
to fave themielves from paying any thing to the fupport
of the gofpel where they live. They ferfake our
churches and parifhes in fuch a manner, as to fiew they
pay no regard to church-covenants, or the moft folemn
contra@s for the fupport of a paftor that has been fet
over them, by their own confent and choice.—As far
their religion, I have long thought, from much obferva-
tion, that the moft ferious part of it 1s that religion
which Mr. Lldwards, in his treatife on religious affections,
¢eleribes wy religion that is not connedted with falva-
tion.  And what minifters have moft of them, to fhew
unto them the way of falvation? INo paltors to take the

overfight

* Boton Gazette of Nov. 2y and Dec, 28, 1728, “fan. 18,

Cel u’ RSRLY: /1 --'o Clhronicle of Lo vo, and Ledger

"'h}’ 22, '}vk(\ Pirorilonce Gazotte, »}m[, 15, 1730.
}’? (:'l;.t[’ ] ;¢ ‘:;, (’i‘ r’ “]u’(/) ,, IISI
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Truth is great, and will prevail, §

overlight of them, but young, illiterate and boid itinerat-
ing preachers; fuch as make a great noife, and often
rail ftoutly againft churches, and their mimiters.—Thefe
difciples of yours have no church difcipline; any body
is received as a brother or fifter, that turns Baptift, and
cries up your party. Befides all this, there are many
round the country, that are not Baptifts, who yet join
thefe your little churches. That is, they run to hear
their preachers ; they are advocates for the party, and
all the religion they have, they expend with thefe peo-
ple. Thele, moft of them, are among the worflt men
and women in our towns and plantations: The grcatéi
haters of minifters and churches; fuch as ufually {pen
the fabbath at home, negleting the ordinary inflituted
means of grace.—Alas! the confequence of the preva-
Jence of this fe€t ! They caufe divifions every where, In
the State of New-Hamplhire, where there are many
new towns, infant fettlements, if this fe& get footing
among them, they hinder, and are like to hinder, their
fettling and fupporting learned, pious and orthodox minie
fters. And fo the poor inhabitants of thofe towns mufk
live, who knows how long, without the minifiry of
the gofpel, and of gofpel ordinances? You do or you
may know all thefe things. And they being fo, let me
afk you a ferious queftion or two. 1. Whole caufe are
you ferving, while you feek to promote this fe&t and
party, in oppofitica to the churches in the land f—2. If
you encourage, if you countenance and connive at {uch
preachers as fome aiong your people are, are you in no
danger of heing partakers of other men’s fins, and guilty
of the blood of fouls?

“ Should you aflkk me what evidence I have of your zeal
to promote this {elt or party, and of countenancing
thele unqualitied preachers? I anfwer, belide other
tnings (fome of which we have had in print) ysu have

had
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had two grand Conyentions (the fecond of them upen
adjournment) within a few months paft, at a town in
the Stace of New-Hampmnre, to ferve and promote this
caufe. At which Conventjons, thefe illiterate and un-
fkilful preachers, and delegates from yourlittle church-
es around, were members. And one thing I heard of
as a part of your bufinefs at faid Conventions was, to
confult what meafures you fhould take to make void in
part our new conftitution of government ; that part of
it which refpects the public worthip of God: And I
heard that fome of your people then and there declar-
ed, that if they could not obtain it, they would help
mo mere in the war.—3. Don’t you think, that if it
fhould pleafe God to revive pure religion in this land,

anfwerable to the prayer and hope of fome of his fer-
~vants, this would confound your party- caufe, as the
clouds are driven before the wind ? I am yowe’s, where-
in ye are Chrift’s, James CHANDLERS.”

Rowley, December 23, 17980.

This paper I received in Bofton on February 13
‘and the fame day received a little pamphiet, wherein I
and my brethren, in our exercife of difcipline, are
accufed of advancing faft in a way that will {foon bring
us, if a ftop is not put thereto, * to outking all kings,
“¢ outbifhop all bifhops,” and outpope all popes;
figned by two Baptift brethren®.” And whether thefe
ewo parties of accufers do not fulfil the words’ of the
mfp:red apoftle (A&s xx. 29, 30) may be confidered.
Yc is a known fa&t, that a minifter of the firt church in
Bofton has, for many years, acted at the head of the

teachers

§ Gills paper of Feb. 8, 1781. N. B. Cur Convention
Tafi ;o was in this State ; and we kuow ot ing of the ad-
30:177 ment e [veaks of.

* Remarks cn g connicid at Chcimsford, Qctoler 19, 1780,
e 12,
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teachers who are fupported by tax and compulfion, and
has written the moit to uphold that cadfe in New-Eng-
land, of any man uvpon earth. And I am greatly
miftaken if both he, and thefe Baptift accufers, have no%
openly pleaded for the worlt error that ever was kncwn
‘n this world; namely, that perfet obedience to the
moral law is not the indifpenfable duty of all the human
race. I meddie not with their internal ftate, any fur-
ther than their fruits difcover the fame ; and fhall be-
gin with faid minifter in Bofton. |

After Robert Sandeman, with his fatyrical pen, had,
in a convincing manner, expofed thecorruption of thofe
who imagine, that reconciliation to God can take its
rife from any thing good in man, Dr. Chauncy publifh-
ed a volume of fermons, in which he fays, “it is
< {aid by moft Chriftian writers, that the firft man was
““ fo placed, under the natral or moral law of God,
< as that he muft work his way to life by perfettly
*¢ doing all things commanded by it; infomuch that he
¢ could not bave obtaired it, but by perfevering obe-
“dience in every point of duty, without the leaft
¢¢ failure.” But this is iaid entirely without book. The
¢¢ fcriztuve nowhere infinuates, that he was under fuch
“ @ covenant of works. It {uggefts, on the contrary,
¢ that God, in favour to him, did not put him upon
 fo fevere atrial for Iife. His trial, if we may believe
‘¢ the facred record of it, was in a fingle fnflance, and
‘“ this not of doing, but of forbearing to do. Gen. ii.
“ 16, 17.—~It would be the exact truth, fhould 1 fay,
¢“ that the parents of men, while innocent, in common
‘“ with their pofterity fince the lapfe, ceuld have ob-
““ tained life in no way but that of grace tbrough faith§.”
I will do this writer the honor to fay, that he has here
ftated their fentiments with as much fairnefs and preci-
 fien
§ His 12 fermons, 1765, pr 18~2e. o
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fon as any that [ ever faw upon taat fide of the gue-
flion. And the difference betwixt his ideas and mine
about this matter is chiefly upon the following points.
5. He fuppofes that Adam was to work his way 20 life,
after he was created ; but I believe that the image of
God, im which be was created, was his life. 2. 1 know
shat faith in God was as neceffary then for the continxance
of life, as it is now in Chrift for the r:<svery thereof;
but grace, in the gofpel fenfe of the word, means relief
to the guilty and miferable, in ditin&ion from werks,
which innocent man was to have lived by, if he had
continued in that ftate. Debt means the reward that is
promifed, which becomes due when the condition of it

is performed ; and that reward may then be claimed by

law, whatever difference there is in value betwixt the
work and the reward. The angels of light will ever ac-
knowledge an infinite difference between their works
and the reward they receive therefor ; which at the fame
time is as diftin&t from free grace to finners, as heaven
s from earth. ~ It deftroys the nature, both of grace and
works, to confound them together. Rom. xi. 6. God
never fails to pay all his debts; and fooner or later he
will make all to know his right to give grace and glory
to whom he pleafeth, while he jultly inflits endlefs
punithment upon impenitent finners. How folemn and |
coaviaciag is that dewzand, is it not lawful for me to do
what I will with minz own 2 Is thine eye evil becaufe 1 am
good! Matt. xx. 15. He is the fountain of all good ;
and the root of ail errpr is a conceit that good can be
had in {ome other way, better than in obedience to his
revealed will. Jamesi, 13—25. 3. This author fup-
poles that perfect and perievering obedience, in every
point of duty required by the moral law, would have
heen too Jevere a trial fo: life to innocent Adam ; which
3 my view is {o contrary to truth, that a turning tl;ere-

. ron



Truth is great, and will prevait, f 8

from was his death. The forbidden tree was the teft, to
try whether or not he would regard God’s fovereignty over
all, and his property in all the creatures ke had made ;
and by taking and cating of that fruit man rebelled
againft HEavEN, and eized upon the earth as bis own.
And when our Saviour came, the Jews; from the fame
principle, faid, #bis is tbe btir, come let us kifl bim, and
let us feize on bis inbevitance. Matt. xxi. 38. ~Every
wife ruler will lay his plans fo as to need as little altera-
tion hgreafter as may be, and never to be defeated or
difappointed in his defigns, if he can help it; yet thofe
who firmly hold, and boldly affert, that Jerovasn's plan
15 abfolutely perfeit in all thefe refpetts, fo that mesbiny
can be pat to if, nir any thing takem from it; are ofien
looked upon and treated as the worft of men; and

that becaufe men are not willing to fear before wim.

Eccl. iii. 14. Our Saviour was fo far from removing or
abating this fear, that he greatly enforced it; and when
Peter would fondly have prevented his dying for ws, he

reje&ted the attempt, with the fame deteftation as he -

would have fhewn to the devil himfelf; and alo affures
us, that the only time for having cur debts paidby him,
is before we are caft into prifon. Matt. v. 17==26, and
xvi. 23. Nor can the conceit of thofe, who deny - the
endlefs punifhment of {fuch as die in an impenitent ftate,

be true, till rebellion againft Heaven fthall become a2 -

finite evil, fo that finite goings and fufferings, either in

this or another world, can purge it away. Nor, in-

deed, til! Jenovan fhall become a fervant to perithing
worms, fo as to go and come at their hidding or call,
Job xxi. 14, 15, Ha. xxvi. 11, and xliti. 24, Jer. ii
27, A&siv. 12, Dan. xi, 2.

'The cafe of the Baptift accufers, befor¢'mentioned, is
as follows. On Sept. 8, 1767, a3 number of our elders
and brethren met ac Warren, and agreed upon an annuat

- meetng,

!

|



16 Frath is great, and will prevail,

meeting, under the name of the Warren Aflociation 3
the defign whezeof they fince publithed in thefe words,
viz. ** we are not infenfible of the attempts that have
been made by minifters, in various ways, to aflume a
claffical power and jurifdiction over the churches; nei-
ther are we unaware of the evil and pernicious effects
of their obtaining fuch a power; which therefore we
defire we may always watch againft. Yet, as it is cer-
tain that the churches in the apoftolic age did, by mef-
fengers and letters, hoid a friendly correfpondence with
cach other, for mutual advice, help and comfort, and
fometimes by the meeting of many of them together for
that purpofe ; and as we are commanded to tcllow af-
ter the things that make for peace, and things wherewith
one may edify another, we have been convinced, that it is
-both warrantable and expedient for our churches, that are
fo much Icattered through this land, and who have here-

tofore been fo much unacquainted with cach other, thus,
to affociate together for prayer, preaching of the word,
mutual advice and endeavours to promote union and gof-
pel order among them, and to guard againft the contrary;
2s well as o afford what affiftar.ce we can to flocks that
~ are deftitute, weak or opprefied.” This was publithed
in Sept. 1771 ; and this plan has been fo fully obferved,
that no appeals of any perfonal cafe of difcipline in any
church, nor complaints againft any other community of
Chriftians, have ever been admitted by the Affociation ;
and it ftands on record in our church book, that the do-
ing of any fuch thing would break the conditions that
we joined them upon. They have been fo far from it,
that when a breach of comriunion once happened
betwixt two churches in the Affuciation, which aftected
athers, and an attempt from thence was made to bring
the cafe before this body, it was pofitively refufed; and
the contending partics were prevailed with, to agrfﬁ? in
calling






