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1-1 E return of PEACE to the nations~ and to 
this land in particular, with its circum­
ftances and privileges, is a very great event 

indced; w hich calls loudly to all for gratiCllde and 
thaokfulnefs, tO be manifefted by a wile improve-' 
ment of the favollrs granted us, and a faithful dif-, 
(harpe of dllty in Ollr feveral ftations. And as con.' 

Li 

tentions abo,.1t religious libercy have caufed much 
difTiclllry among ourfeIve~, whereby ourenemies hop­
ed to ha ve got advantage againft us, it may be of 
public benefle to lay apen the profpett we now have 
of I:heir being happily terminated. 

'fhe eaft parith in Attleborough, fuppofing thac 
our 1aw~ abol1t .worf11ip were the iåme a.s fornlerl>~, 
t,'!xnl and made diOrtis llpvU it:veral perfons, for the 
fupport of thcu- worf111p, who ~lid no~ atten~ thereon. 

One .... _.~- . 
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One of them thOllght proper to try how Ollr Jaws now 
are in tlut rtfi)ecr ; and tur L l1at t'n~ fued tlwir alTdf· 
ors bcfore a jullice of pea, .. in .8orL\m, February 22, 

1782 ; when and where he folly piovcd, that he hael 
ufually attended public worihip Wilh the fidt baptift 
,church in Attleborollgh, ever finet:! May J ,80, &ind 
haJ cJmmunicated to its fupport to tl1eir f;ltlSfaction. 
~fet jlldgment \Vas given againtt h:m ; from which he 
appe.!led to the county court at TJ.l1nton. And it 
being a matter or gre:tt imponance, to have points or 
la',\v \vell utfliled JIld '~~tle\.! urleIe:- Ollr lle\V conflitllci­
on of government, bath parries agreed to have [he 
eate: tritd by the honorabJe juflices of thc court ; 
naOlely, \Valter Spoollcr, Thomas l)urfee, llenjamin 
William~, and \Villidm .Baylies, Elquirt's. ]'he 
council for the apptllant \Verc the honouraole V,7 illiJlll 
}{radfollj, anJ J ,unes-Mitda:l V Jrn li 01, .Efq uires. 
~-:or the appellees WJS the h0110rable Robert Treat 
_tJine, Efq; at-torney gcnual for this Commonwealth. 
Th~ la~tcr., \\htl1 pleading for f.lid pariOl, owned 

th:H religion Iillat at all times be a matter bctween God 
,1 (lcl iIFJi'li(jll~lls) and declareu t~lat Ile l~ir(lail11C(1 all 
il,bJrt1irjatjon of 2!1Y OJle Jett to an()tller: blIr plea,lc(}, 
that r.he certif1~:a~es, fonnerly n-quireJ by law, werc 
nlJt :()l:.r: fl" ()f f"ut)(Jr{JiI1JtiOJl of ()llt feet ru atlotIO)(:!f, lJllC 

nf fu hurt.! i:1:.UOll to the government; and acc uli:d tht 
baptith (lf refuflng to be fU~1ordinate tO government. 
IL ;!lfo pleaded, that the appeiLwt WCiS Lorn in tlH: 

lt:uJnd p.tr:fh .in. Attleborough, \Vas bap:ized thert>, 
il n (1 (LI ~ re f :j re \ v a c; t () all i n ter) (s a t!l ~ { , lLJ e r ( ) t· t 11 ~ 1 t i o -
C'ie r ','; 10 tlllt if Le thought h:: h~~d caule to kave 
tll-::1"n, titt:" law, rcafon, and ~ven common civi:ity, r~­
'1uirc..:d th .. lt h~ fhould giv.: them Lotice of it, which 
h f: l ~ at j .ll ~) t ti: -11 ,e ~ 

~ \ Cl ~r' .. '. 
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The chief pleas for the:1 ppcllant were, t hat RELIGION 

\Vas prior to all (lates and kingdom!; in th,;a world, and 
tIlerefore cO\llti nut in it.!) natllrt: be f"l ~·tl: to humall 
laws; that the certificates hcr<!cofore reql. .. ed, were giv­
en to par;th officers, officers of one partic111ar i~c1,and 
not to officers of government; and as our confiiclltion 
fays, " No fubordinarion of any one it-tl or d·~nomi­
" natiol1 to anotller, {]lall tver be tilaL11i!he<.1 by law," 

• 
thote laws are repealed [hereby. i\nll as the confti-
tucion \'las ellabliflled by the people, it is flronger 
than any law the aff..:mbly can lllake, it being the 
tC)\II1diltion \vhereon th~y fl:anci. 111ft) tlH~ lociety to 
\vhich the appdLtnt joined, is as regular a fociety as 
t 11 ~ or her t 11 att a x e ~i r, i III • 

'Thel~ points \Vere It arnedh' difcufE·d, on M:lrch 
J 6, 17~2 ; after which the jultice'i rerircd a EuJe by 
the n1 ft: l v t S, a n (} t Il t' Cl re t II r Ill' li , a Il cl ( 1 t C l art' Li , "t 11 a t 
u they were unanimol1ily agren! in giving the appel­
" lant damages and eolls." Which jud;jmcnt not 
onl y ft:ltled tbe controverfy in Atrleborollgil, but has 
been excenfivtly bend1cial d'(~where. 

As far as my mCl110ry and judgrnent fen'e me, this 
is :l fair reprdtntation of th()je (ranf..1Clions. and if 
any can fet them in a more jun: light, thcy are wd­
come to do it. And lince tome ill Attlcborough (1.C­

cufed the bapti(ls of great in.confiitency, in protdling 
againlt the (hird article in our bill of rights, and} et 
now mal·;.ing llfe of it agamft them, Iillall tal<.e leave 
to make a few remarks uron this fubjeCt. 

I. Ir is well known that on December 2, lii9, 
t }1 re e ri) () n t 11 s be f{) re t 'l e (O n f tit tl t i on w a s li Il j fh e ,1, as 
agent for Qur ChUf(hes, l publiDled that artic:Je in the 
;;':dt penden.t c:Honidt', with exceptions againO: the 
! ·o~';tr cL:mcd t!L~:·'.~in ; wl;n~ ! dt'c1arcd, that I "fully 

" con c Ll r r ~ <.!" _ J 



, "cnnrurred" wirh that part of it which we have now 
nuce 11 [~ of; :lnd none cotdd tell how it would oper­
are out by experience. 

!. ff r.~Hur,:lI birth, aFld the doings of others, could 
Inl ~e a perlon a membe:- of a rtligious fociety, with4 
oue b IS U wn confenr, we !l)()llld have no ohjeClion 
ag,;infl: the way of wiihdrawing from fuch a 1ociety, 
that our opponants plead for. But fince religion i5 
ever a nlatt~r bctween G()d and illdividllals, how can 
an}' man become a member of a religious 1()ciety with4 
Otlt his ()\Vrl. confent ? An(l how can a (llan who be­
lieves it to be impoflihle, pratlically fay, that it is 
pofilblt", without contratling guilt to his confeienee ? 
This is the exaa ft,lte of aur controverfy about rdi­
gi:>t1~ llberty. 'Ve have been very far from perfeC1:i­
c,\n in Ollr b~ha\'iollr tflerein ; bllC we Ilave not been 
:-!".:ct..l1ed ()f c)lft)bt)liierlce to grJvernment, and of difturb­
mg the public peace, bec3u1e of aur ~ver invading the 
rights of others ; hllt on1y becaufe we will not give up 
Ollr own. It is beeaute we have choren fufferings, 
rather tht1,n to En againfl God. Wc believe that at· 
te!1dence l1pon public worlhip, and keeping the firft 
dal," of the week holy to God, are duties to be incul­
cated and enforced by his laws, inltead of the laws 
or m~n; but we have flatl no controveriy with our 
rtJlers about tllat matter. 1~he town of Bonon muft 
IlO\\' lO''Jk at home, for a want of fubordinati.on to go~ 
vern ment in that rdpett. * 

~. The 

• .Ai , l:}\\' ahollt there things was maåe here Jan falII which, after 
l'~peJttd n1eetings, j~ not obeyed by tllis to\\'n, 
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3. 'fhe fidl:, and moft dftntial al tide in thr order 
of Chrjfl's killgdolil, .~ thae no man ({in fl'f it, nor 
have any right to pOWt'f ".trtin, unti! h~ is !){)'tYJ a,g,1i11. 
John i. 12, 13. iii. 3 .. And the f.Hh~rs of i.be IVl'lIf~ 
f"chllfc(t government pa;~i fl/cll a rt'gard to (hi., trul il, 
that, during their firJl ChJ:ttf, none wen: admitted (O 

full communion in their (hLlrches, nor to gv" ,"ro in 
the choice 311d flJIJ()Ort ()t" lnillirtcrs, Wlll)(Jllt a credi-

, &. 

ble profeffion of chat greitt change. And tiltir ex-
dllding of all others from a vote in civil government, 
and yet compeIling of rhc:m to at:end anJ fupport 
their wodhip, gave the molt plaufåble handIt th<!t 
the Britifh court ever h~id, to rob us of the ftiplllat,~d 
privilege of choofing our own gOVt'rJHHS, whil<: (hey 
tlemanded our property to fu pport go\'truers ar~)ir ra~ 
rily fet over us. And contentioni llpon lhis point 
W~.S the root of the late bloody war, which ha,\t (oft 
a mlll·titude of lives, and involvt'd bc)[ll counrrits 
amazingly in debt. Yet many are fiill attac hed to 
the errors of our fathers, whik the)' are refolu:dy fc;:c 
againft their virtues. lo 

After a glorious reformation, the fidl: -:hnrch 
in Middlc:borough, were bereaveu of thei." :idoved 
paLlor, in April 1744' I'he church then conflfted 
of above an hundred male commlloicants; bue 
after thev had voted to hear Mr. Silva11us Conant 
four fabbaths upon probation, the flJrifh cOCl)mi~tee 
\Vent and got another minifrer to fupply the pul­
pit the fame days. And a council of fix mini­
fters, approved of their fo doing, and 4d v ikd 
'them to perfill: in that way. By this nleans th~ 
fociety was divided; and a paftor chofen by three 
ql1arters of the church, and who proved tø be 
one of tlle beft :11inifters in the COllnt\', l1ad Ill) 

. . 
better 
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better place than a barn to preach in, till they 
builc a new Illt'Tting houle for him. The mini. 
!ters who t:a:0'J tb,l! ditt'ifif:fI, ilt belonged to Scituate, 
Hingham, t-JanGvcr, l Jemt1fokt", and Bridgewater. 
And the i::tt:lng li? of rhe wurld to gove:rn the 
(lltlr~ll ab(Jll~ l()tl}· ~~ui(te~, \\'~:s l11e evil.lt'flt C3l11c 

of the: folluwing pr()ph~tn~:, en.d, and fcanddous 
"et ic)os. 

Mr. Richard Lte, a gifte-cl memocr of one of 
Ollr Chtlrches, havill2; lJl)vllred \vitIl f·ucce1s in 
Scitl1:lte, was earndHy requelicd by aIlJan jn' 
I-lingham, to come and hold a meet!ng at his 
houle, which he cot\fenteJ to. The meeting was 
appointed to be in the evening of May 28, 17~jz ; 
but as the peop}t! \Vere a!1~mbling for worfhip, a 
Jarge mob cafnt up, armed Wlth clubs and ltave~, 
and warncd Lee and his friends to depart out of 
J 1inQIlall) illln~el~iattlv, or it \V()lIIJ llt: n1llcIl worfe 

'- ~ 

for theIl ..... }--le: enquirtd whether the}' (ame with 
any authority? and tinJing that the? <.lid Ilot, he, 
with the: blble in his hand, began lO exhorc the 
peuFi.~ to tl=H God riHher than man. Upon which 
lirte (if them vi'llelltly 1l~izelJ llilll by lli'i asnl :ltlft 

collaf, ,iIld others alfo IC1Ylng hold of him: halkd 
him aw.:r out of the houk, and out of th~ town. 
\Vht'1l he att'.!:11 t_'ted to 1iltak, and to recire pa1f.1ges 
nf fcript\.lre, t hcy n jlearnlly tillote him on his mOl.lth, 
with tht: l'alms of (heil" hands, and aUu (lJaLie Jo~d 
n .. >itt'S to l'I'(\TI1'. Lis bting heard. As one who 
J~ l~j !lC',~ J or" ~!i.1) 011111~i~reJ (.10\'lI1, '\Ild illlotiler Jllook 

,t 
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a club over his head, and fwore chat if he flung ano .. 
ther down, he woold fink Lee to hell in a moment. 
He' then raid, "1 look upon this hol}' biblc to be th~ 
" very ben law that cver I heard of." II pon which 
it W3i fpitefully !truck out of his hand, and ltamped 
linder foor, w!ch curffs and exe.crations too horrid to 
be here repeated! When the m.1Dhad got hjm over 
the town line, their captain fhooi,: il club over Lee's 
head, and f\Vore, that if he ever came into tha~ town 
again, he would tie hien up, and whip hih1 thirt~1' 
ftripcs. Said our fuffering brother, u tnat's nOi: fo 
&, much as they wfiipt Paul." IVha!! d-11 Y0'll, faid 
one, do Jote compare YOllrfelf u'iJh Pau!! A Hingham 
Inan faid, Mr. Lee may go and hold a meeting at my 
houfe.-Bllt others dtclared that it he did~ they would 
burn his hOllfe down, and c"rry him out of town. 
One of the mob calt 10ft cow-dung in Lee's face, and 
then they infulted him becaufc.~ or that defilt:ment, 
with a great dcal more of abufe to men, and blaJphe­
my againit God. Two ocher baptift brethren werc 
then hauled by violence out of I-Imgham, and tney 
\Vent and held a religious meetin~ in Sdtuate the 
iame n.t. . 

Jn tabove aC'tions they tore Mr. Lee's c10auls 
confiderably, and alfo bruifcd and injured his body 
fo much that he was ill tor fome days, and then he:: 
returned home co GloceCter in the county of Provi­
dence. In J uly I met him at Scituate, wllere we 
,yere credibly informed. that his Cafety, and even his 
life, w~re ftill threatened by thofe rioten. \Ve then 
went tO Bonon to afk advice; and many there: as 
weU a~ in the country, advifed him co prefent a com· 
pla:nt to thf: gr~nd jury of Suffolk county, againLl: 
thofe riorers, as ;'a necelfar.v nleans of 1t~~I:ing the: 

B ' p\.lbli~ 
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r llblic r('~c~', lind the liberties of mankind. This 
WJS nccordingly done, when the county court fat at 
B()fl()n in ()cll\Uer. 'I~11irteen nlen \\'ere nao:le{l in 
the complair,r, which \Vas fllpponcHl by the teftimo­
ny of eL'.ht w;tnefies; and a warrant was granted 
againl1 Eve of the rioters, {our of whom were uken, 
:lOd pIcaded not guihy before the court; upon which 
thcir trinl WilS nppoinccd to be on ].lnuary 14, 17 83. 

Snow, ice, and a very fl1Arp air, caufed the travel .. 
ing to be exceeding difficult; yet Mr. Lee travelled 
feventy mile~ from flis 11o,uie to Scituate, ar)d, witll 
other ,vitnelf~s, t\\'~nty .. three nl0re from thenee to 
Eonon, at the appointed time. But afcer an ex~en­
five atrtndJnce of two (bys, the cafe \Vas put off till 
J\lJrjl. i\t,cl tlle ili trcatll1enC Ile tIlen nlct \vith nlade 
hint dctermine not to appcaf thcre again, without 
{ornebody.from a diftance to fpeak for him; and the 
("Jeo[ .1uftiiicJ rhi:. determination. For no fooner did 
a iaw\'er from Pro\'il~ence :1ppear for him in Borton, 
(Hl April 2],J, thJn al propolal wa~ matrle to leave the 
wIlole aff~lir t() ch()fen men tO fettle ire This 'was 
3r,renl too; and the gentlemen appointed met upon 
it in Bridgwater the 6th inaant, But then thedefend .. 
;mt~ could not bear to have their cafe publ_ open­
ed; and l'Ilr. Lee was prevailed with to fettle the 
fnattet' with them, \.lpon their promifing to pay a 
fl1n1 f~r lbOl't of what many thought they ought to 
have done. So that none can jllfily charge him with 
pro!;"cuting theOl out of a re\-·engeful fpirir, nor with 
taking all the advantagcs of theOl that the law would 
.h2VC gi\'en him. And their names are notomitted in 
this ptlblication, out of any fear of not being able ful. 
ly to prove cvery articlc; bllt bcca,~lle we could ex .. 
re ft-:, anJ giv~ pl'oper warnings a~1il1n {uch aaion~ 

fgr 
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for the fUtlne, withollt mentioning their names; ~n(~ 
we hope and pray for fhcir rcpent~lnce and falv:a uol1 . 

'rhe fat~ers of this town and government ml!tool; 
the work of eiviJ rulers fo lliuch, as tO imagine thue 
they were tO infliCl corporal punifl1ments upon men, 
as finners againfl: God, and not on ly for crimes againft 
the community. * They therefore olnifhed [tverai 
p~rfons upon patn ofdeath.for aUlIltcry, bc:fore th~y 
d1d any for herefy; and iome w~re hanged here lor 
adulcry near twcmty years befare they llange(,~. the 
ql1akers. But the Apoftle has plainJy taught the 
churches, to put away wicked pertons Ollt of their 
communion ; and fays upon it, 1'hem thal are u'ith­
out Godjudgeth. I Car. v. 13. And in the parable 
of the tares of the fidd, our Lord has commandrd 
his iervants, to let the childr~n of his kingdom, and 
theehildren of tbe wicked one, grow togtther in tht: 
world, till the ene} of it. Wllich divin~ Ja\\'s ha\'e 
eve; bten violated by all thoie \vho have confotlnd,J 
tLt.: got;ernment of the church and Hate ro~.ci.her. On 
the one hand [hey have been de1icienc abolli, if lhey 
ha'/~ npt wholly f.eglctltd, gOflx-1 diCcipJ!lle in {he 
church -; wh~le they h.we tver inv.lJed their IJtighbollT.r; 
r\;hts in the ILte, under religiolJs pretences. And 
~~Jr t_welv~ or thineen centuries, all (olle-gcs and plac(;:'j. 
tor lupenor .,rning, were under the government or 
men, wh() aflLlmed the ~»wl'r to lay rcljpious b,md:; 
upon children bcfore they could chooj~ fur'~hemielves, 
a~l.J to .enror(e the Clllje uy [ht (word uf the ma~~~lra[e 
all th~lr d.l)'s. Hlle l cungratuJate my COllntrymen 

lll)() Il 

• fn lrr'l;:1 (](,d \\'3'; r~',/~ir onJy Lt\Vf~,i'Jf r; anrJ O!J1' LttherR run in­
fo tlu'lr erre'f, tJ)' ~~tten'ptllj~ to tUfJn a lhrd1i ln c'r)r,1nH)J}weitl,h, ia 
j J Il it tlt i O l) (t f t. f; eTt. t' U C r J C Y -(J f ,L C J t .", ,~, 1 h t: fe I b i r g s l ro e n t, on I 
Il li t U L: t U f dl fJ t r f t t t t:; t li t Ul, l: 'J t for ~,L1 r : ~; {t 1 1.1 f\ l ,. a . 
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"pon die :urival of more agre~able times, :md upo.t 
,1 he profpect of a n1ue h greiter refoTm3tion befare us. 
For the following rearons convince me, that God has 
JlOW fet before us an open door for equal chrillian li· 
berry, which no man can 111ut. , 

J. Not ollly Ameriea, but all the kingdoll15 and. 
flates of Europe, who have acknowledgcd the authori· 
tv of our Congrefs, have fre their fral to this rruth, 
rhat the higndt civil rLlJers derh'e their power from 
the confent of the people, and cannot ftcl.Od without 
their fLIppon. And common people know, that no­
thing is mor~ contrary to the rules of hondl:y, than 
for l()IllC to attempt tO c,:mvey to others tllings which 
they have no right to tht:>mkl ves; and no one has 
any right to jlldge for others in religious affairs. 

2. AH former uxes to fupport worfl1ip, were im­
poled in eilch govern ment by a particlllar feet, who 
Jltld all others in fubordination thc:reto; which parti­
ality is now I!xpreGy excluded from amcng us. 

~. No man can t.~ke a it-nt in our legif1atllre, rill 
he h)1~mnly d,:clarcs, " I belic\'c the chritli:ln religion, 
" and have il firm perf"ua{jon of irs truth." And as 
illre},' as it is rrl1e', Cllrift is tIle onl~' H E A o of Jlis 
(:hllrch, and jhe i!\ c o U P J. ETE in him, and is re­
ql:irel.~ to do all htr aas IN HIS N AM E; and all 
worl:)ip of a contrary naturt\ is will·wr.;:/bip, and is 
n)'~l~' tO j:ti4j tl'efit'Jh. Col. ii. JO, 19-2';. iii. 17. 
Ant! ,,1111linilters who wcre fupporttd by tJX and COIH· 

pulfi;)!) ai1lon.~ us before the late \'lar, rcceived that 
1)'.) \~ .. er i n t: 1 t' Il J m e () f [J! ~ l" i n~!. () f c; r e ~; r ' l'~ r; r a l n, il n cl 

".-
l,nt Ki'flg J,-"JlIS; nnd th'''Y are rh~ onl; omn:rs in lhis 
bilt.! , t h ; l t h Cl Il e r et ,l i Il e ti I h c fl o v.' C l' () '/ f" I' t L t' r (' () p .: c, 
,-/ 111 \. ~ h t , J e y j 1 a ve. re ( e i v e (l i n r Il fl r 11;, r l 1 e . '\; il a t c v c: r 
Il. i it ~ a rI d L~" il C' e s ~ ri y of t Il e In I J :l V (.! n: c ti\' c,; ff( i m J e (I.l S 

. Jl­e Il t ) l . , 
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Chrift, Jet them faithfully impreve the (nue according 
to his ciirection; but, as they would appear loyal to 
him, or friends to their country, let theOl renounce 
the holding of any earthly head to the church. 

4. If this be not done, none can te]1 who ther will 
Ilave for their head. For the name proteftant is no 
langer to be a teft of our leginators; and to purfuade 
th~ people to yield thereco, the compilers of the (011-

flitution faid to them, "your delegates did not con· 
" ceive themfdves to be vefted with pow~r to fet up 
cc one del10mination of cJlriflians above anotller; for 
" religion mufi: at all times be a fnatter berween God 
" and individuals." This is a great ~ruth; and it 
p;oves, that no man can become a member of a truly 
n::ligious {heiet y without his own cOllfene; and a1fo 
: hat no corporation that is not a religious focieey can 
have a right to govern in re1igious matters. Chrift 
1~\id, ':c'bo made me a judge, or fl divider over you? And 
Paul faid, 'tvhat have I to do to judge them alfo that are 
witlJozlt? Ltlke xii. 14. I Cor, v. 1 Z. 1~hllS our di· 
vine Lord, :\nd the great apofile &f the Gentiles, ex­
plicitl y r~nounced any 1 ~dieial pl)wer over the world 
by virtlle of their religion. And co imagine t·har: 
'/ilOJzey ean gi VI'! any power in re1igious matters, is the 
do.:l:rine of Simon the [orarer ; and by fllCh forceties . 
(hl! whore of .Babylon hath decei'''Jcd allnatiauJ. Aas 
viii. I 8, 19' Rev. xviii. 23. It was from' thenee 
that the Pope, on May 4, I 493, the year after Ameri~ 
ca \Vas fid\- di1(:()verecl., prefutned t0 give away the 
Lmds of the h~"';lthen therein. And the fame power 
w~s claimed Ly rhe rrOWI1 of England, in grantinO' 
ft..:ver.!l cIl:l~·tc.:r.) (..If this countiy ; from whence fume of 

the 
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the ftates were l.uely contending in Congrefs with 
others, abollt t11~ weflterJl Jands 011 t!lis C()ntiflent. 

5. All the powt:r that r he confl:itution gi ves our 
legiilature in this rdprct, is tO make lo' fLlltabJc 1-HO-

"vifjon" f9r duittiJn [cathers; and, aLcording (O 

the i r cl te l a r cl t i () I l, Li l V j 1'1 e rev c l J ( i on 111lJ fl: c.l t [e r n 1 ~ 11 e 
what is fuirabl\:,; and th'lt determines that they Jhal! 
nve of the gafpel. l Cor. ix. 14. Thote who llndtr the 
law collected l-upport for religious te.:1chers bj' force, 
brought cOrl1p1cat ddlructiol1 lipon t:hemielves thele­
{or, l Sam. ii. 16, 25. ~1ICJh iii. 5-12 • Chriitiani. 
ty is a V()!Llntar,Y obe(ltence tOGl)(j'S revealed vIilI; anli 
every (hing of a c()ntr~ry nature is antichrithantll11 . 
. i\nd all t~achers w hu <.Jo not warell for f't)t.lls as t hote 
who murt give an accounc (O God; and aU people 
who do not recer.ve and [upport his faithtul mil11fters, 
as they have opportunity and ability,are daily expuf~d 
(O pl1niJhments infinitdy worft: than mtn can mHict. 
Luke x. 3-; 2. Gal. VI. 6-9' Ht!b. xiii. 7, 17, 18. 

6. Rearon and revtlauon agret, in decermining 
that the end of civ;l government is the good of the: 
governed, by ckfending them againfr aH fuch as 
would 'luork itl li) Jheir neighbours; and in limltlIlg 
the power of rztle,'s there. And thofe who invaue: 
thl! rdiglolls rights of othc:rs, are felfcondemt:d, 
\V r,ich of aU things is the mott oppofite to happi .. 
1i~fs, t,he great end of govern.ment. Rom. xiii. 3--: 
,lO. XIV. 10-2 3-

7. If men \Vill refufe to be 11lpPY themfdves, 
ycc thelr pC)\I,tr to CIlOl\ ~ od~:rs i:j nO'N greatly 
weakened. Alld a fJithful ilJlprovel11enc ot' our 
Frivjks~5 \Vi!l '.V~aJ:t:n "'i: r:lon: ~nJ more, till theie 

illall 
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Ihall be no more ufe for fwords, becaufe their 
{hall be non! to hun or d~1roy ilt all God's holy 
mountain. IfaiJh xi. 9. Micah iv. I --4. And who 
would not be in eMneft for chat glorious day ? 

I S A A C B A C K U S. 

BOS T ON, M A Y 10, 17 83' 




