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D OOR OPENED

CHRISTIAN LIBERTY.

’ H E return of pEacE to the nations, and to
this land in particular, with its circume-
ftances and privileges, is a very great event

indeed ; which calls loudly to all for gratitude and
thankfulnefs, to be manifelted by a wile improve-
ment of the favours granted us, and a faithful dif-
charpe of duty in our feveral ftations. And as con-
tentions aboyt religious liberty have caufed much
difficulty among ourfelves, whereby our enemies hop-
ed to have got advantage againft us, it may be of
public benefit to lay open the profpeét we now have
of their being happily terminated.

The eaft panith in Attleborough, fuppofing that
our laws about worfhip were the fame as formerly,
taxed and made diftreds upon feveral perfons, for the
fupport of their worllip, who did not attend thereon.

One
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One of them thought proper to try how ourlaws now
are 1n that refpelt ; and for Jhat end fued their affefi~
ors before a jultice of peag m Nortun, February 22,
1782 5 when and where he fully proved, that he had
ulually attended public worthip with the firlt bapuft
church in Attleborough, ever fince May 1y30, and
had communicated to 1ts fupport to their fansfaction,
Yet judgment was given againft hin 5 froan which he
appealed to the county court at Taunton. And
being a matter of great importance, to have points of
law well defined and tectled under our new conflituci-
on of government, both parties agreed to have the
cale tried by the honorable juftices of the court
namely, Walter Spooner, Thomas Durtee, Benjamin
Willlams, and  Wilham Bayhes, Elquires. The
counci] for theappellant were the honourable Williany
Bradford, and James-Mitchel Varnum, Efguires.
“or the appcllces was the honorable Robert T'reat
s aine, Lfg; attorney gencral for this Commonweal:d,
Ihe lartter, when plcad ng tor faid parith, owned
that religion mutt at all times be a matter between God
and me nduals, and declared that he difclaimed  all
fubordisation of any one et to another @ burt pleaded,
that the certificates, formerly required by law, were
not tckens of fubordination of one feét to another, but
of fuhordination to the government ;3 and acculed the
bapults of refuling to be fubordinate to government.
Flo aifo pleaded, that the appeilant was Lo in the
frcond parith in Attleborough, was baptized there,
and thuretore was to all intents a tember of that fo-
cicry 5 o that if Le thought Lz had caule tu lca\c
thein, the law, reafon, and even common civil ey, T
quived that he hould oive them notice of g, which
he fad not done,
The
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‘The chief pleas for the appellant were, that RELIGION
was prior to all ftates and kingdoms in th~ world, and
therefore could not in its nature be {r' «¢t to human
laws ; thatthe certificates heretofore reqi...ed, were giv-
en to parith officers, officers of one pamwlar fect,and
not to officers of government ; and as our conftitution

fays, *¢ No fubordination of any one fe¢t or dznotni-
‘“ pation to another, fhall ever be eftabhithed by law,”
thofe laws are repealed thereby.,  Ana as the confti-
tution was eltabhifhed by the people, 1t is {tronger
than any law the affembly can make, 1t being the
foundation whereon they ftand.  Allo the fociety to
which the appellant joined, 1s as regular a fociety as
the other that taxed L.

Thele points were learnedly difenfled, on March
16, 1782 5 atier which the jottices rcnud a liude by
themiclves, and then returned, and declared, ¢ thae
*“ they were unanimoully agreed in giving the appel-
“ Jant damages and cotls.”  Which judgment not
only fettled the controverfy in Atcleborougn, but has
been extenlively beneficial elfewhere,

As far as my memory and judgment ferve me, this
i1s a fair reprefentation of thole tranfutions ; and if
any can fet them in a more juft light, they are wel-
come to doir.  And fince fome in Actleborough ac-
cufed the baptifts of great inconfiltency, in protcﬂmg
againft the third article in our bill of rights, and yec
now making ufe of it aganft them, 1 hall take leave
to make a few remarks upon this fubject,

1. [eis well known that on December 2, 1779,
three months before the conftitution was Anithed,

apent for our churches, 1 publifhed that article in thc:
dependent chronirla,‘ with exceptions againf{t the
pover clatmed therein g when Ddeclared, that 1 ¢ fully

¢ concurread”
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‘ concurred” with that part of it which we have now
made ule of 5 and none could tell how it would oper-
ate but by experience,

e. It racural birth, and the doings of others, could
mike a perfon amember of a religious fociety, with-
cut fus vwn confent, we (hould have no objection
ageinft the way of withdrawing from fuch afociety,
that our opponants plead for.  But fince religion 1s
ever a matter between God end individuals, how can
any man become a member of a religious fociety with-
out his own confent 7 And how can a man who be-
lieves it to be impoflible, pra&ically fay, that it is
poflible, without contracting guilt to his confcience ?2.
Thisis the exalt ftate of our controverfy about reli-
gious Liberty.  We have been very far from perfecti-
cn 1n our behaviour therein 3 but we have not been
zoculed of difobedience to government, and of difturb-
ing the public peace, becaule ot our ever invading the
rizhis of others 3 but only becaufe we will not give up
our own. It is beeaufe we have chofen fufferings,
rather than to fin againfl God. We believe that at-
tendence upon public worfhip, and keeping the firft
day of the week holy to God, are duties to be incul-
cated and enforced by his laws, inftead of the laws
of men; but we have had no controverly with our
rulers about that matter. The town of Bofton muft
row look ac home, for a want of fubordination to go-
vernment 1o that refpect. *

3. The

® 2 law about thele things was made here laft fall, which, after
repeated meetings, isnot obeyed by this town,
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. The firlt, and im0l effential article in the order
of Chrift’s kingdein, is that no man can fee i, nor
have any right 1o power dierein, until he s born m AR
Johni a2z, 13. 110, 3. . And Lhc fathers of ihe M-
fachufett government pa.w Yuch aregard to this truin,
that, during their firlt chacter, none were adinitted o
full communion in their ehurches, nor to guvern in
the choice and fupport of minifters, without a credi-
ble profeflion of that great change.  And tiicir ex-
eluding of all others from a vore in civil covernment,
and yet compelling of them to attend and fupport
their worfhip, gave the molt plaufable handle that
the Britith cour: ever had, to rob us of the ﬁlpuhtud
privilege of choofing our own governiors, while they
demanded our property to fupport governers arbitra-
rily fet over us.  And contentions upon this point
was the root of the late bloody war, which has coft
a mulutude of lives, and involved both countries
amazingly indebt. Yet many are flill attached to
the errors of our fathers, while they are refolucely fec
againft their virtues, .

" After a glorious reformation, the firlt <hurch
in Middlcborough, were bereaved of their “wloved
paftor, in April 1744. The church then confifted
of above an hundred male communicants 3 but
after they had voted to hear Mr. Silvanus Conant
four fabbaths upon probation, the parith commiutee
went and got another minilter to fupply the pul-
pit the fame days. And a council of fix mini-
frers, approved of their fo doing, and advifed
them to perfift in that way. By this means the
fociety was divided ; and a paftor chofen by three
quarters of the church, and who proved to be
one of the beft minifters in the county, had no

better



g A DOOR OPENED

better place than a barn to preach in, till they
built a new meceting houfe tor him.  The mini-
fters who canfod tiat :zz;z/c 7, * belonged to Scituate,
Hinaham, Hdnmc.r l’cmhrow, and DBridgewater,
And the fcting up of the world to govern the
church about foul cumdes, wis the evident caufe
of the following prophane, cruely, and fcandelous
«€tions.

Mr. Richard Lee, a gifted member of one of
our churches, havinz laboured with fuccefs 1n
Scituate, was earncltly requelled by a man in
Hingham, to come and huld a meeting at his
houfe, which he confented to. The meeting was
appointed to be in the evening of May 28, 1752
but as the people were .x‘]cmbhn for worﬂup,
larze mob came up, armed with clubs and {taves,
and warncd Lee and his friends to depart out of
Hingham tnnmediately, or 1t would be much worle
for them. - He enquired whether they came with
any autherity ? and finding that chey did not, he,
with the bible in his hand, Dbegan 10 exhort the
people to tear God rather than man.  Upon which
one of them violently feized him by his am and
collar, and others alfo laymg hold of hinv, halled
him away out of the houle, and out of the town.
When he attempred to fpeak, and to recite pafiages
of fcripture, llk) repeatedly imote him on his mouth,
with the pals of their hands, and alfo made loud
notfes 1o prevent lus being heard. As one wno
Bad held or oo vivadered down, and another thook

a

* Rem »ei1m,
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a club over his head, and {wore that if he flung ano-
ther down, he would fink Lee to hell in a moment.
He then faid, * [ look upon this holy bible to be the
““ yery beft law that ever I heard of.” Upon which
it was fpitefully ftruck out of his hand, and {tamped
under foor, with curfés and execrations too horrid to
be here repeated! When the mab had got him over
the town line, their captain fhooi: a club over Lee’s
head, and f{wore, that if he ever came into that town
again, he would tie him up, and whip him thirty
ftripes.  Said our {fuffering brother, ¢ that’s noi fo
“ much as they whipt Paul.” #What! d—nyou, faid
one, do you compare yourfelf with Paul! A Hingham
man faid, Mr. Lee may go and hold a meeting at my
houfe.—~But others declared thae it he did, they would
burn his houfe down, and carry him out of town.
One of the mob caft foft cow-dung in Lee’s face, and
then they infulted him becaufe of that defilement,
with a great deal more of abufe to men, and blafphe-
my againft God. Two other baptift brethren were
then hauled by violence out of Hingham, and they
went and held a religious meeting in Scituate the

iame nﬂt.

In ¢ above aétions they tore Mr. Lee’s cloaths
confiderably, and alfo bruifed and injured his body
fo much that he was ill tor fome days, and then he
returned home to Glocefter in the county of Provi-
dence. In July I met him at Scituate, where we
were credibly informed, thac his fafety, and even his
life, were ftill threatened by thofe rioters.  We then
went to Bofton to afk advice ; and many there as
well aé in the country, advifed him to prefent a com-
plaint to the grand jury of Suffolk county, againit
thofe rioters, as*“a neceflary means of fecuring the

B public
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fublic peace, and the liberties of mankind. This
was accordingly done, when the county court fat at
Bofton 10 October,  Thirteen men were named in
the complaint, which was fupported by the teftimo-
ny of civht witnefles; and a warrant was granted
againlt five of the rioters, tour of whom were taken,
and pleaded not guilty betore the court ; upon which
therr trial wag appointed to be on January 14, 1783.
Snow, ice, and a very fharp air, caufed the travel-
ing to be exceeding difficult 3 yet Mr. Lee travelled
feventy miles from his houfe to Scituate, and, with
other witnefles, twenty-three more from thence to
Dofton, at the appointed time.  But after an expen-
five attendance of two days, the cale was put off till
Apnl,  Aad theli ueatment he then met with made
him determine not to appear there again, without
fomebody.from a diftance to fpeak for him; and the
event juftiiicd this determination.  For no fooner did
a lawyer from Providence appear for him in Bofton,
on April 23d, than a propofal was made to leave the
whole affair to chofen men to fettle it. This was
agreed too ; and the gentiemen appointed met upon
it in Bridgwater the 6th inftant.  But then the defend-
ants could not bear to have their cafe publifly open-
ed ; and Mr. Lee was prevailed with to fettle the
matter with them, upon their promifing to pay a
fum for thort of what many thought they ought to
have done.  So that none can juftly charge him with
prof~cutinc them out of a revengeful fpirit, nor with
taking all the advantages of them that the law would
heve given him.  And their names are notomitted in
this publication, out of any fear of not being able ful-
ly to prove cvery article ; but becaufe we could ex-
pofe, und give proper warnings agaw(t fuch aéh(;ns
or
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for the future, without mentioning their names 5 and
we hope and pray for their repentance and falvation.
The fathers of this town and government miftook
the work of eivil rulers fo much, as toimagine that
they were to infli&t corporal punifh:ments upon men,
as finners againft God, and not only for crimes againft
the community, * They therefore banifhed {everal
perfons upon putn of death for adultery, beture they
did any for herefy ; and fome were hanged here for
adultry near twenty years before they hanged the
quakers, But the Apoftle has plainly taught the
churches, to put away wicked perfons out of their
communion ; and fays vpon it, Them that are wilh-
out God judgeth, 1 Cor. v. 13. And in the parable
of the tares of the field, our Lord has commanded
his fervants, to let the children of his kingdom, and
thechildren of the wicked one, grow together in the
world, till the end of it.  Which divine laws have
ever been violated by all thole who have confounded
ti.e government of the church and flate tocether. On
the one hand they have been delicient abour, 1f they
have not wholly negle@ed, gofpel difipline in the
church ; while they have ever invaded their neighbours
r_i;;)hts in the ftate, under religious pretences. And
for twelve or thirieen centuries, all colleges and places
tor fuperior 4 rning, were under the government of
men, who aiiumed the power to lay religious bands
upon children before they could choole fur themielves,
and to enforce the fame by the fword of the maditrate
al thar days, But I congratulate my countrymen
upon

* o Ifracl Cod was their only lawgiver ; and our fathers runia-
to ther error, by sttempting to form a chriltian commopwealth, in
nnitation of the Theocracy of tie Jewns. Thefe thirgs I mention,
not out of dificfpett oo thew, Lut for cur i alie.




12 A DOOR OPENED

upon the arrival of more agreeable times, and upo.s
the profpett of a2 much greater reformation before us.
For the following reafons convince me, that God has
now fet before us an open door for equal chriltian li-
berty, which no man can fhut. |

1. Notonly America, but all the kingdoms and
ftates of Europe, who have acknowledges the authori-
ty of our Congrefs, have fet their fea} to this truth,
that the higheft civil rulers derive their power from
the confent of the people, and cannot ftand without
their fupport.  And commeon people know, that no-
rhing is more contrary to the rules of honefty, than
for fome to attempt to convey to others things which
they have no right to themlielves; and no one has
any right to judge for others in religious affairs.

2. All former taixes to fupport worfhip, were im-
poied in cach government by a particular fect, who
neld all others in fubordination thereto; which parti-
ality is now exprefily excluded from anicng us.

2. No man can teke afeat in our legiflature, tll
Le toiemnly declarcs, ¢ T believe the chriflian religion,
““and have a firm perfuafion of its truth,”  And as
furelv as it is true, Chrift is the only HEA D of his
church, and the is conmprLETE in him, and is re-
quired todo allberalts 1~ H1s NaME; and all
worinip of a contrary nature, is will weyfbip, and 1s
only w Jutisly the fofh. Coll il 10, 1g—23. il 17,
And 2ll nintlters who were fupported by tax and com-
puifion amony us before the late war, received that
paverin the name of the king of Greor Dritain, and
pot King Jelus; and they are the only officers 10 this
lund, that have retained the powcer aver the peopie,
which they bave received inthat name,  Whatever
gitts and graces arnyof them Lave received from Jefus

Chiit,
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Chrift, let them faithfully improve the fame according
to his direction; but, as they would appear loyal to
him, or friends to their country, let them renounce
the holding of any earthly head to the church.

4. If this be not done, none can tel! who they will
have for their head. Ior the name proteftant is no
longer to be ateft of our legiflators ; and to purfuade
the people to yield thereto, the compilers of the con-
ftitution faid to them, ¢ your delegates did not con-
“ ceive themfelves to be vefted with power to fet up
¢ one denomination of chriftians above another ; for
““ religion muft at all times be a matter between God
“ andindividuals.” Thisis a great truth; and it
proves, that no man can become a member of a truly
religious fociety without his own confent; and alfo
that no corporation that is not a religious fociety can
have a right to govern inreligious matters,  Chrift
taid, wwho made me a judye, or a divider over you ? And
Paul faid, what have Itodo tojudge them alfo that are
without ? LLuke xii. 14. 1 Cor. v. 12. Thus our di-
vine Lord, and the great apoftle of the Gentiles, ex-
plicitly renounced any judicial power over the world
by virtue of their religion.  And to imagine that
sioney can give any power in religious matters, is the
doftrine ot Simon the forcerer ; and by fuch forcerses
the whore of Babylon hath deceived all nations. A&s
viii. 18, 19. Rev. xviii, 23. It was from thence
that the Pope, on May 4, 1493, the year after Ameri-
ca was firlt difcovered, prefumed to give away the
Lands of the heachen therein.  And the fame power
was claimed by the crown of England, in granting
{everal churters of dhiz countiy 3 from whence fome of

the
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the ftates were lately contending in Conorcfs with
Others, about the wefltern lands on this continent.

5. All the power that the conftitution gives our
legiflature in this refpeét, 1s to make *“fuitable pro-
“vifton” for chriftiun teachers; and, according to
their declaration, divine revelation mult determine
what is fuitable 3 and that determines chat chey fall
Rue of the gofpel. 1 Cor, ix. 14. Thole who undcr the
law collected 1ppore for religious teachers 4y foree,
brought compleat deftruction upon themfelves there-
for. 1 Sam. 1. 16, 25. Micahni. 3=12. Chnitiani-
ty 1s a voluntary obedience toGod’s revealed will 5 and
every thing of a contrary nature is amlchrllhamxm
And all teachers who do not watch for fouls as thofe
who muft give an account to God; and all people
who do not receive and fupport his faithtul minifters,
as they have opportumity and ability,are daily expofed
to punithmests infinitely worfe than men can intlict,
Luke x. 3—:2. Gal. vi. 6—9. Hzeb. xiii. 7, 17, 18.

6. Reafon and revelauion agree, in determining
that the end of civil government is the good of the
governed, by defending them againlt all fuch as
would work ill 1o their neighboursy and 1n limiung
the power of rulers there.  And thofe who invade
the religious rights of others, are felfeondemed,
which of alf thmws is the moft oppofite to happi-
7efs, the great end of government, Rom. xi, 3—
10, Xiv, 10—23.

.1t men will refufe to be happy themfelves,
ya ti.c*r power (v cnfline otlers s now g*utly
weakened,  And a raithful unprovement of  our
piivilegzs will wealien it more .;n.! more, tili theie

fhail
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fhall be no more ufe for Swards, becaufe thejr

thall ‘be none 1o burt or deftroy in all Gods boly
mountain. laiah xi. 9. Micah iv. 1—4. And who
would not be in earnelt for that glorious day ?

ISAAC BACKUS.
®

BOSTON, Mav 1o, 1783.






