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- AcTs Xlll, 17

For tbey that dwell at Jeruf: alem and rbezr Rule; Sy
 becaufe they knew bim not, #or yer the Voices of
the Prophets which are read every. Sabbath-Day,

 they bave fulfilled them i candeﬁmzng hlm.

| L

%, W HE great Apof’cle of the’ Gentlles

1 his Travels with his Com-
panlons coming to Antioch in
Pifidia, they went into the Fewifh

-----

Synagogue,, and found - them
more candid than many ‘of their

1'.1-

Brethren elfewhere : 'For, after going’ throufgh

their ufuial Forms, they fet open the Doot. for

thein to fpeak. Paul readily accepts, the Mo-
tion, and after beckomno' for Audience, he
briefly runs over many. remarka;ble Things re-~

corded in the facred Hlﬁory, concerning their
‘Nation, from their Bondage in Egypt, to D:z'vzd ?

Advancement to be King over them whom
Gon faifed up to be a great Deliverer and Ruler

of his People, and who was a remaikab e Type

of jcf s, the Saviour and King of Ifrsel, who
Wak
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was to come of David’s Line. He then pro-
ceeds diretly to declare that this promifed Sa-
viour was actually come; Fobn having firft, ac-
cording to the Prophecy, prepared his Way
and {0 iIn a thort and comprelienfive Method
he comes to the great Bufinefs which his Heart
~was chiefly enﬂacred in, viz. to hold forth Sal-~
" yation to them throuo-h this glorious Redeemer.
And to move them fo a rcady Acceptance of
thefe great Bleflings, he fets before them the

melancholy Examp ble of the Inhabitants and
~ 'Rulers of emﬁzlem, who through their Igno-
rance-and Perverfenefs had condemned and cru-
cified- him who came juft according to the-Pro-
Fhets Predictions : For they that dwell at Jeru-
alem, and their Rulers, becaufe they knew bim not,
nor yet the Voices of the Prophets which, are read
every Sabbath-Day, they ba've fulfilled them 7 con-
demning him.

Wiica Words, as ell as the other Scrlp-,
tures, .were written for our Learning and. Ad-
~ monition, 'in thefe Ends of the World,  In

order therefore to ;mprovc them for gur. Ad-
yantage, ],et us, |

1. Take a brief Survey of the Voices o f the Pro-

phets of the Old T eﬁzzmmt which were exaﬂ{y
fztlﬁlled in Jefus.

1I. Confider the Rmﬁm wb_y the ]cws did ot
veceive. bim, " though t/b@! bczd ﬁv often beard tbq/b
plain Predzﬁwm |

L Ler
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I. Ler us take a brief Survey of the Voices
of the Prophets of the Old Teftament, which
were exactly fulfilled in Fefus.

Anp firft, as to that which feemed moft puz-
zling to that People, namely, that real Divinity
fhould be united to Humanity, and for which
they condemned him as a Blafphemer, becaule
that he being o Man [Bonld meke bimfelf GOD.®
Yet how plainly do the Prophets fpeak to this
Point? [faiah {peaks of a Virgin’s concewing
and bringing fortha Son, whofe Name fhould
be called IMmmaNvuEL, which fignifies Gop with
us. ‘And he further declares that this Child,
fhould be called——The Micury Gop, the
Evervasting FarHer.]  Feremiah tells of
“Gop’s raifing to David a nighteous Braneh whofe
Namefhould be ¢alled, The Lorp our RicHTE-
ousNEss.T Micab fays his Gomgs forth bave
been: from of Old, from Everlofting ;§ and Zecho-
righ calls him Gop’s Frriow.] All which
could never be true of any mere Creature; and
yet it '1s counted Blafphemy, by thofe’ who
had often heard all this, and much more of
the like Nature, for him to affert his GoJd-head,

THEN as to his taking human Nature, He
was to' come of the Pofterity of Abrabam, and
make good the ultimate Reach of the Promife
concerning his Séedq. The Tribe is alfo fore-

o told ;

* Yob. x. 39, and xix. 7. 1 Fa vil. 14, and ix. 6.
54&:. 1. 33 + Fer. xgciii} 5{6. H§ flfc. v% 1: 6

| Zech. xin1. 7, §q Gen, xyi. 75 and xxil, 18, .

Gal. iii, 16,
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tod: Good old ¥acob, when he on his Death-
Bed bleffed his Children concerning Things to
comie, ‘told them that the Scepter thould not
depart from Fudeh, nor a Law-giver from be-
tween his Feet, until Shilob came, unto whom
the Gathering of the People Ihould be.* The
. Family of David is likewife named. He is the
| Bm:rzcb fo often fpoken of, to fpring from Feffe
~ and David’s Root.§. Yea and Miceh foreiells
the Place where he thould be born, even Bezh-
ZcbemJ[- the Town of David’sNativity. “TheRe-
gion where he chiefly acted 1n his pubhc Miniftry
is_pointed out, even the Land.of Zebulon and
Nephtali, upon the Sea-Coafts in Galilee§.
Tuar which the Fews took great Offence at,

vi2. the Meannefs of his outward Appearance,
the Prophets are very plain upon.  He .fball
grow up as a Root out of a dry Ground : He
bath no Form nor Comlinefs : He is dq/_'pz_/%d
and rejefled of Men, a Man of Sorrows, .and
acquainted with Grief .  Our Lord. exaltly an-
fweréd. thefe Defcriptions; and yet, o blind
were that People, that, thefe Proofs of his being
the Meffiah, they took to be Evidences that he
was not.

BuT to pafs much that micht be obferved in
his Life, I fhall haften towards his Death. That
great Event drawing near, he rides into jers-
falem according to the Prophecy, in Triumph,
and yet, afwly Jitting upon. an Afs, aﬂd L

@
* Gen.xlix, 10, 1 Iz xi T Ter. xxitl. g.

+ Mich,v. 2. § Ifa. ix. 3, 2. Mat. v, || Jfa. Ll 11
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g Colt the Fole of an Af*. And entering the
Temple, he overturns Things there, and ap-
pears fo plainly in Word and Deed againft their
Corruptions, that they could no longer endure
him; and yet they could not prevail againft
him, ’ull 2 profefled Friend of his offered to
betray him, that the Seripture might be ful-
filled 5 He that eateth Bread with me, bath lift
up bis Heal againft me:3 'The Price which
they gave for him is exprefsly told by the Pro-
phet, namely Thirty Pieces of Silver: And {o
1s the Ufe that it was afterward put to, even to
buy the Potter’sField+. The dreadful Treatment
that our Saviour met with from his Perfecutors,
and his Behaviour under it, i1s {carce more
clearly, or affectingly: defcribed by the Evan-
gelfts, than by the Prophets. They fpeak of
his Cheeks being fmitten, his Face fpit upon,
his Hands and Feet, yea, andSide pierced. His
having Gall and Vinegar given him is foretold ;
and fo 1s the Soldiers parting his Garments and
cafting Lots upon his Vefture: The Infults of
. ‘the Pharifees are likewife defcribed. . He trufied
on the Lord, let bim deliver bim, &c. and {o
18 Chrif’'s Meeknefs as 2 Lamb wnder all this.
And David fets down the very Words whick
he ufed on ‘the Crofs; My God, my God, why
baft thou forfaken me?§ 'They fhew the quick
T Difpatch
© ¥ Zech. ix. 9. Mat. xxi. 5. ' 1 Pfa. xli. 9. Fob: xiii. 18,
ot Zech, X1, 12, 130 Mat, Xxvi. 15, and xxvii. g, 10.
§ P/a; xxil. 1, 8, 16, 18, and Ixix. 21, Jfa. L. 6, and
hi. 7, 8.. Mich. v. 1. .Zéch. . xii, 10, Mat: xxvi, 63»
67, and xxvil. 34, 35, 43, 46.
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Difpatch which was made: He was taken from
Prifon and from Fudgment, and who fhall declare
bis Generation? for be was cut off out of the Land
of the Living. Yet his Soul was not left in Hell,
neither did his Fleth {ee Corruption: But he
arofe, ard alfo afcended on high, and lead Cap-
tivity Captive, Ge.* - |

TrEsE are fome of the Poicés of the Prophets
concerning the Meffiah, which the Fews were
then™ looking for: And why did not they re-
cetve him, when he fo exactly anfwered thefe
Deftriptions? The Anfwer is plain in the Text
therefore we proceed: - -

II. To confider the Reafon why they did not
teceive liim, though they had fo often .heard
thefe plaini Predictions; which was, Becaufe they
knew bim not, nor thé Voices of the Prophets s
*twds their Ignorance of Gop and his Word.

But were they really ignorant? Why it feems
that they knew fo much about the Time of the
Mefliak’s coming, that they were in gréat Ex-
péQtation of him abouit that Seafon: They knew
that He was to be the Son of David ; and could
tell Herod that he was to be born in Bethlehem,.
And they expeéted that lie would be a great
Deliverer and Saviour of their People : But their
Mifery was that they were ignorant of the fpi-
yitual Nature of thefe gteat Thirigs. 7. bey knew
bim not , were ighorant of the Nature and Per-
fe&ions of the Deity. . They-had not learnt

= ; - ... what
-+, * Pfa. xvi. 10; and- Ixviil. 18, . 48 11, 31,
3 Lukedii, 150 Mat. 2.5, and xxii. 426 -

v,
?
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what Fofbua taught their Fathers, viz. e can-
hiot ferve the Lordy for be is an boly God™. Nor
had fuch a View of his Holinefs as J/aia?, whi;lf
made him ery out, #o i e, for I am windoie;
becaufe I am a Man of unclean Lips, dnd T dwell
in the midft of a-People of unclean Lips : For mine
Eyes bave fesn the King, the Lovd of Hofis.- And
he had a living Application from off Gop’s
Altar, to purge away hbis Sin, 1n order to his
going forth on Gop’s Errand]: No; they did
not think their ffandinig to be fuch before Gop;
but that if they had good Inftruckons; and good
Motives, they might obtain Salvation, without
fupernatural Help:” Hence one of them that
‘difcovered a high Efteern of Ghriff; and eame
kneeling to him; his Inquiry was, What fbdll
I po that Imay inberit eternal Life ¢ The Jews
had fuch an Opinion of their Poings, that they
did not believe that they nccded an Almighty
Helper, and therefore ftumbled at his afferting
his Godhead ¢ And I have often thought that
one main Reafon why any in thefe Tunes deny
Chrif’s Divinityy 1s becaunie they doi’t {ee their’
Cafe to be fo wretched as to want an infinitg

Saviour., - o -
 Further, they knew ot the Poices of the
Prophetsy though they read much i the Pro-
phets Writings, they did not underftand their
Meaning.; but formed earthly Conceptions of
heavenly ‘Things, - Thus, for Inftance, when
‘they .read of Chbrif’s coming as the King of
e B Y
* Joboxxivi1g, t Uavie + Mar % i70
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(icel, they looked for one that would defiver
them from their outward Enemies, and raife
their Nation above all the Kinedoms round
adout : Hence the Pharifees demanded of Fefis,
When the Kiisdom of  God foould come? But he
veplied, The Kingdom of God cometh not with Ob-
Jervation s weither fhall they fay Io bere, or lo there®.
-~ 1.e. Goo’s Kingdom comes riot with outward
Show, like carthly one’s, that Obfervers might
fay, Lo here comes our King with his Retinue,
~or there he appears in his Glory. No fays our
- Savioury, For bebold the Kingdom of God is within
yex.  His Kingdom is of ar inward and fpiritual
Nature, . o -
T'ue BEvangelift Fobn {ets the Cafe i 2 very
clear Light; he fhews that when Fefus came to
his own People, they received him not: But
thofe which did receilve hini, were thofe, Whick
were born not of Blood, nor of the Will of the
Flefh, nor of the Will of Man, but of God. 'They
being divinely enhightened, &ebeld bis Glory, the
Grlory as of the only-begotten of the Father, full of
Grace and Trutbf. While others-who were truft-
ing in their Blood Relation to: Abrabam, and in
their frez Wil Power, faw no Form nor Comli-
nefs in him.  Thus it appears, that their Igno-
rance of the Nature and Perfettions of the Di-
vine Being, arnd confequently of- their own un-
likenefs to him, and wretched Condition- before
“himy and fo not being fenfible of what a Sal.
vation they needed, was the great Caufe of the
o - rejetng
* Luke xvi, 20, 210§ Joh 1 11,0140 |
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re"e&‘na' and crucifying the Lord of Glory.
I\low in thefe Things, t hey were willmwl}’: nay,
many of them wﬂtully ignorant, by which they
brought upon themle lves dle’ldft’ll Guilt and
amazing Ruin: Which fhocking Example was
juftly fet forth by the Apoitle, as a Warning to
the Fews at Astioch, not to do the like, and it
ought likewife ferlouﬂy to be regarded by each
of our Souls: Which may lead us to fome par-
ticular Improvement of the Hlnts that Lzve
been . given. ‘And, , ~
1. How fthould thefe Thino's teach us o
prize. and regard the holy Scrxptures ? In thém
alone is clearly difcovered how we have_de-
ftroyed ourfelves, and where our Help is found
The Author, the Nature,-and the Glory of our
Salvation is there revealed, 3s-the Lwnt of Na-
“ture, and all the Wildom of this. World could
never have found it out. - And as thefe good
News are glorious in themfelves; fo they are to
be deoended upon by us, NOthmg confirms
Prophecy. like ‘the exact Accomplﬂhment of
the Things l:redl&ed This was the anciént
‘Rule which Gop gave ta- Ifrael, to know his
'Prophets by*. 0, how convincing then. are
‘the Evidences that we have of the Verity of the
Bible! None but Men divinely infpired .could
tell Hundreds, or Thoufands of Year's before
‘Hand, {o maiy great Thmgs 'yea, and minute
Cncumﬁances too, concerning the Birth, Tife
‘and Death of our Saviour, as were writien by

. .:_ " 4 ] tl*]e
¥ Dewt, xviil, 22,
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the Prephets, and are teftified by the Apoftles,
and many other Witneffes, in the New Teita-
ment®,  And as certanly as thofe Things
which were ipoken concerning Chrilt’s Obe-
dience.and Sufferings are accomplifhed, {o furely
will afl that 1s {axd about the Glory which fhould
~ follow be fulblled: Yea, every Promile, and
.- every Threatening 1n Gop’s facrec Book, {(hall
finally take Place m therr full Extent, to the
eternal Glory of the Divine Being, and the com-
plete Happinefs or Milery of all the human
Race. O, what Madnefs then are all fuch guilty
of, who difregard. and run on contrary to the di-
vine Oracles in their Lives and Converfations!
Such Behaviour is like running upon the Point
of a-Sword, to which Gop’s Word is frequently
‘compared. To fuch T.would cry, as Peu/ did
-to the Jailor, Do thyfelf no Harm3. b
- 2. Hence, fee the Neceflity of the Aids of
the-divine Spirit; in order to underftand and
.impfove the Scriptures as we-ought. Many
now, 4s well as formerly, are forward to cry up
“human Reafon and Accomplifhments ; and to

look

~ * Here let me obferve, that Dr. G:// in his Expofition
“of the New-Teftament, has. clearly fhewn’ from the anci-
vent Feapify Writings, that while they thew their Bla{phemy
iand Malice againtt Chriff, they undefignedly give their
Teftimony to many Falts concerning him: For they own
that- there. was fuch 2 Perfon as Fefus, or Fefu (as they in-
" Cantempt call him) the Son of Mary, the Wife of Fo/eph ;
~that he was born in Betblehen ; that he was once in Eg {fr;
o S o 2

1 A&' XV 28 |



look upon fuch as have not a large Share thercof,
as Pertons incapzble of underltanding and um-
proving the {acred Writings aright.  [This Peo-
ple who knoweth net ihe Low are curfed*] But
that Saying remains as trae now as heretofore,
The World by Wifiem knew ot God: And
that if any Man fecmeth to be wife in this World,
be muft beceme a Fool, in order to be truly
wile I. 7. 6. He muft be {enfible of, and ac-
knowledge his own Ignorance and Folly before
Gop, and gladly yield to and embrace the Teach-
ings and Influences of the Floly Spirit: That
‘Spirit "of ‘Truth which guides nto all Truth.
‘Saint Stephen fums up the fatal Iirror of the
Fews thus, e fiiff-necked and uncircwncifed in
Heart and Ears, ye do always refift the Howuy

" GuosT 1+ A5 your Fathers did, [o.do ye§.
Tuz Neceifity and Importance of the idelp
of the Divine Spirit, may further appear from

‘two Confideraticns. | |

First. From the Imperfeétion of the Ideas
which we form concerning Things that we are
not

Sy

that he lived many Years in Nazareth, and hence they fre-
quently call lim a Nazarene. They mention Fobu the
‘Bapuilt; They fpeak of Faudas’s betraying of hum; and
~ that when his Difciples faw he was t:ﬁ:en, they ran
away. They {ay the Elders of Ferufalers fmote him with
Whips, and put a Crown of Thorns upon his Head, and
that he was put to Death becaufe he was nigh to the King-
dom. Thefe, with fome other Things they mention, -
- though they would reprefent him to be the worft of Men.

¥ Job. vii. 49. 1 1 Cor. i. 21, and i1, 18.
'I‘ ?ﬂé- XVil 131 § 4&?‘24‘ Vﬁ- 51!
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not acgyainted with.  IHow rarely do any Per-
fons ﬁni Places, Perfons or T hings to agree
with the Copceprions which they have formed
of them from verbal or written Defcriptions !

And if our Apprehenfions are fo dull about
eartbly Things, that are out of the Circle of our
particuiar ﬁcquamtancf.., ; how confufed and

talfe will our Notions be of bmvmly Things,
- withour the Teachings of the Holy Ghoft | The
Ileafo;l why the natural Man cannot know them,

1s, becauie they are [fpiritually difrerned » The
Apoille ufcs 2 very ﬂ:ukmfr Slmlhtude to il-

cth the sz.r{g.r af a ﬁ/fcz;&, f:zw the S irit of. Mon
wwhich is iz biis ? even fo the Things of God knoweth
N0 Man, but the Spirit of God*, Which fhews
that his Teachings are as needful for the tiue
Knowledge of tl the Things of Gop, a2s the Ufe
‘of our mtelle&ual Powers are in qrderto be con-
{cious of Things within us, .

Seconnry. The Wife C1ve Wrong ]udcrment
when their Minds are bya,fed A Gift doth blind
the Eyes of the Wife, and pervert the Words of the
RighteonsT, Now Pride, Self-Love, Self-Inte-
reft, the Frowns or Favors of the World, and
Abundance of other Things, like Fogs, arife
often in" the Mind to PIEVEHt a juft Vlew of
‘Things :+ Nay, fays the ﬁpofﬂe fﬂzmes, Do ye
¢ hink that the Scripture faith in wain, the Spirit
tbaﬁ duwelleth in us lufteth to Envy 2 What then is

the ‘Remedy agamﬂ: this gleat Evil?. Why,
. 1 He

* 1 Cor fh 11, 1 Deat, xi. £2
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He grveth more Gracey whersfere be [cith, God
refiffeth the Proud, but giveth Groee wito the
Hunble*.

. Ir the Influences and In-dweliing of the
holy Spirit 15 fo needful for all; how ::*,,ulfr*‘ly
neceffary muft it be for a Cofpd Mimfter? The
Teachers of the Few:h Church were (at lealt
fome of them) Men of no fimall Capacities and
Acquirements : CurisT calls them the #7jz gud
prudent. But their Hearts not being right
with Gop, the ereater their Gifts, the more
Mifchief they dids and fo it eenerally proves
to be with fuch Men, ifr all Genéranons. '
Among many Things that migtit be named to
illuftrate this Point, T fhall fix upon this, vz,
Minifters are Cbrzﬂ s Ambaffadors, to treat with
“Souls in his Name about being reconciled to
* Gopt. Well, thould any Per fon now, when a
Treaty is pmpofed to {zbor for to reconcile
" the Powers at War, advance this as a Rule,
- that in making choice of Ambafladors to aét
for our King and Nation in thefe oreat Affairs,
that if any Perfons cart be found who have lar o
Gifts, and are well verfed in the Laneruwem

- Hiftory, and p@htlcal Affairs of the Nafions
. concerned, then ’tis ro-effential Thing; whether
~ 1n Heart they are Friends to our Nation or

o 1ts Enemies§. How would fuch- a one be

looked

38 Heére note, that I fpeak nothing againtt hufnﬂnchrpmf“
nfel - but only of thc Place famc gwc it; and to ufe the

. Comparifon
# :fg?ﬂff IV- ;’ 61 1 ﬂ‘fdh "(1 23, 1' 2 Cu?t ?‘, HGI
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fooked ’upon, and treated ? T believe I need
“not anfwer; others would do it fatt enough.
And what Reafon can be given why fupreme
Love to Chriff and his Caufe, is not as neceffary
in his Ambafiadors as 1t King George’s ?
SuouLp 1t be faid that a Perfon may have a
. good moral Charactér, dnd a Defire to promote
others’ Salvation, though he be not regenerated
himfelf. I reply, that our Lotd declarcs, that
He that is not with me, is againft e 5 and be that
gathereth st with me, [feaitercth gbroad®.” All
are either real Friends or Enemies to Chriff, and
thofe who don’t view the Cale to be fo, have not
true Ideas of the Controverfy which {ubfifts be-
tween Gop and Man; and therefore aré very
unfit Perfons to have the Miniftey of Reconci~
liation committed to them.——But fay many,
«« we can’t know who are coaverted, and who
fiot ; for Gop only fearcheth the Heart.” An-
swiR. He only fees what the mward Difpofiti-
ons of Mens Minds dr¢ towards our King and
Nation, as well 4 towards Heaven; but will
any argue from thence that we can’t know who
are our Friends, and who not f—It will likely
be reply’d, that indeed we miay form a Judg-
merit {ufficient to act upon ; yet poflibly we may’
be miftaken after all. Well, when that is
allowed, ftill how is it improved ? Why, ini civik

and
Comparifon that Mr, Keach did, eighty Yearsago : Human
Learning may be a pood Hand-maid to Religion ; but1
fike Hagar, the muft needs be Miftrefs, then catt her oute
¢ ﬁfﬂf > Ki‘l'. 3,9“ *
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and political Concerns, the Danger of being
impoled dpon, makes Men more careful; fo
that if there are Counterfeits abroad, they don’t
conclude that they’ll take no more Money ; nor
on the other Hand, that they’ll take all that
comes: Noj but they look more critically after
the diftinguithing Marks of the true Coin: " And
why- will not Men be as wile about Things {pi-
ritual - and heavenly ? 1 know no better Realon
for it than this, viz. That Thines below have
more Place and deeper Influence, generally, on
Men’s Minds, than Things above. And I wifh
thefe. was  no Reafon to.complain, even in this
Land of . Gofpel Light, that {fome who claim
the Power of introducing Men into the Mini-
ftry 5 -yet. negleft even- to examine their Candi-
‘dates whether .they aré regenerated or no; as
though that was {o {mall a Part of their Quali-
fications, " that it'was not worth inquiring after.
Be aftonifbed O ye Heavens at thisl |

4. Hince fee fomething of the Canfe why
-Jefus 1n his {piritual coming, is often treated by
many Profeffors of -Chrithanity, much as his
. Perfon was by the Fews ; namely, becaufe their
Yyes are blinded as to the Nature of fpiritual
“Things, fo that when Gop appears to work
«effettually for the Salvation of Souls, they make
ftrange of it, or boldly fight againft it; and yet
think that they would not appear againft a good
Work, no more than the Fews thought they
wouldin Chriff's Time.  Fob. x.33. .,

c - Many

4



18 ]

Mavy when they read, that Gad hath chofen
the foolifl Things of thel¥ o7ld 1o confound theWife,
vea, and the weak, bafe and defpifed Things of
the World, hath he chofen to the End; That no
Flefh fhonld gZa; y in bis Prefence® : They readily
allow that ’twas right for him to deal thus in
thofe Times, becaufe that the Fewifh Lieaders,
_- and Gentile Philofophers, had a very falfe Con-
ceit of therr own Wildom -and Goodnefs: But
they do.not fuppofe- any other but that their
Opinion of themfelves 1s juft, and can’t think
that Chriff wiil make Ufe of Inftruments and
Means, now to promote his Caufé, which look
foolifh, .week and defpicable in their Eyes. Juft
{o the Pharifees of old looked ‘upon the Condut
of their Fathers. Mat. xxiii, 29,-31.  Which
_fhould be -4 Warning to us all- to beware of
,Self—Concelt

PRESIDENT Edwards obferved twenty Years
aco, in his Thoughts which he publifhed, of the
Work of Gop then in New-FEngland, that the
Eiror, of thefe that oppofed the Wark (where
theéir Error lay in the Under{’candlncr ahd not

in the D: fpofitlon) confifted chleﬂy ia thele
~f.hree Tlnngs, *wz

1. I;z mzr Jﬁdgz;g of the Work, b_y z‘be Means
and Manney, of ils. being introduced, and ot by Ibe
| 'Namre of the Work itfelf.- -

2...In.their not nm!zmg the Sarzpi‘dm tbezr on{y
dee 10 try it éy ~And, - -

. S !
T ,*,3‘..2“#“1:
- .. -

-.,-..,.? 1 Cﬂf“l 273"2§



[ 19 ]

. Their not difiinguifbing between the Good and
tbe Bad but cwzdmmz;zngfi Z)cr:azz_[é they fazma Jome
T, bz?zg.f WrOng. :

" Axp he obferves that many make ufe of
Hiftory, old Cuftoms,. if not thewr own Expe-
-riences too; as Rules to judge of the Work by,
-inftead. of the divine Oracles.

., Trese Obfervations I think are uhdeniabL
‘in - themfelves, and are alfo  as -worthy o
Noticenow, as ‘then; which was one Caufe of my"
{etting of them. down. here; and another was,
‘becaufe of what I have heard and feen of late.

. AETER. great Declenfions and Stupidity, and
the awful prevailing of Iniquity in our Land,
thefLord has been pleafed in infinite Mercy to
-revive-his Work 1n various Places*: And yert

~great:Numbers. both -of Minifters and People,
- treat: it; either 'with- Difregard, or Oppofition ;
-notwithftanding the vadences of its being a
- divine Work are fuch as thefe: Namely, Many
- thiag formerly fearce thewed any Regard to Re-
hglon, and rarely attended pubhc Worfhip,

now

B Parucularly in Mm’c{&ﬁmu 5, and the Borders of fome
Towns adjoining ; - where thc Wark began laft }May, and
~ has prevailed fo far, that not lefs than Threefcore have
- been thought to be converted fince then. Iam not o un-
; acquamted with Mankind as to be infenfible how ready
. many are to fay, * You don’t know who are converted,
- &c”* Bat, I fhall beg Leave to reply, in the Words of
the late Prefident Dawies, w' n fpeaking of the Work in
Virgiviay @iz, * I claim 1 . fallibilisy; but I muft not

P | .- «SS.under
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‘now rarely neglet any ftated or-occafional Op-
portunity to hear the Golpel preached; great
Numbers of young People who were before
bent upon Vaniry, now thew more Engagement
and Delight in religious Exercifes, public and
.private, than ever they did n their smerry Meet-
angs :---Some intemperate Perions are. become
{ober and regular in their Conduct; many that
were inordinately bent-after the World,. are
brought to lament their Folly in purfuing earthly
Things in'neglect of heavenly; Numbers whic
‘had old Grudges are reconciled, e, -
Trose who are looked upon to be converted,
though many Circumftances of ~therr Change
.are very varlous; yet all agreé in acknowledging
the Purity. and- Striétnefs of the divine lLaw,
~and that their Hearts as well as Lives have been
filled with Sin, and from thence give -1n to the
. Juftice of Gobp in their Condemnation ¢ And
hold their Juftification to be intirely by Chrift’s
Righteoufnefs, received by Faith: Yet a View
~of that is fo far from making them carelefi in
' R o ' . tnerw

«¢ under the modeft Pretence of renouncing it, icruple a
¢ Matter attefed with all poffible Evidences, and fo ruth
“ into Scepticifin. - If I could form no Judgment of fo
¢ public 4 Work, I would renounce my Fun&ion- this
“ Moment ; for with what Face can I pretend to promete
“ a divine Work in the Converfion of Men, if I cannot
 have any fatisfying Knowledge of it, when it appears.”
~ «—tate of Diffenters in Virginia, p. 28, printed at Bofon,

r751. Something of the {  s¢ Work that has been among
us, has appeared lately in . ‘rboboth, Attleborough, Coventry,

Noraichy Lyme, Brimfield, unfield, Suffield, and fome other
- Places. January 7, 1763
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their Behaviour, that they difcover an earneft
Defire to know and conform to all Chrif’s Com-
mands and Ordinances ; they thew much Love
to God’s People, earneft Concern tfor the Sal-
vation of Souls; .and the like. ‘Indeed T am: far
from thinking that there has been no Intermix-
ture of Thma's that are not good; though from
the moft careful Obfervanons that T have been
able to make, Lreally believe that this Work: has
.been more clear from fuch Things.than the Work
'was twenty-one. Years ago- Parucularly, the
Impreflions that have been made, eithier of a for-
_rowful or joyful Nature, have been more upon
the Underftanding, and lefs on the Imagination,
now than then: Hence, I have heard of no
. Trances -amnong us'; alfo;. Chriftians have been
: more folemn In thezr Joys, and lefs bitter in
their Zeal; than in the former Work. Nay,
the Cafe is foclear, . that I thould not be affraid
to defy all Men to thew fuller Proofs of that’s
being the Work of God’s Spirit which pre-
vailed then in thé Land, than have appeared

among us in the Year paft; unlefs they think
. this to be fo, 20 wit. That the Inftruments and

SUbJE&S of that Work were more accounted of
in the World than thefe now; and if that be
the Cafe, then I would only deﬁre fuch to look

back ‘again ‘upon :the. Fews’ Condu& towards
Curist, and take Warning.,

Some, I know are ready to fay, “ Don’t go
fo faft, but wait and fee how "Things will turn

out.” Asif when, T be Dcz_y -[pring fmm ar zfgz
| Y 17}
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hath-vifited us* , 1t could not be known from
the Night till afterwards, ot as if fuch heavenly
Vifitations are.not to be acknowledged and re-
joiced in till we know how others will improve’
-them. The Fews waited to fee how Things
. --would turn out, and what did they find: Why,
-they fee many that followed Chriff for a While,
Aorfake him? They faw one betray him, and
-others deny him, &'¢. And :then they were
-confirmed that 1t was all a Delufion’; and, O -
-Sou}! doft thou cavet their Lot ? Gop-had faid
Jlong before, [will choofe their Delufions, and will
 bring their Fears upor them sy becavfe when I called
none did anfwer y when I [pake, they did not bear :
.-But .they did Ewvil before mine Eyes, and CHOSE
- that in which I delighted not.f + Canft thou read
-this, delaying Soul; :and not tremble? When
-Gop called they chofe not to'regard ; and e
~ : Jeft them to be. deluded and perifh. = O, there-
- fore embrace the: firft Calls without Delay! -
. ¢, .ONCE more . .-: .
, ~.5¢ Our:.Subject may inform .us of ‘one main
‘Reafon .why Mens Praftice often contradiéts
their-Profeffion; namely, becaufe”they are 1g-
- porant of the Nature of the “Principles they
.~ profefs, or at leaft don’t duly view them n their
. Condu&. - -And alas!’ how full is the World
...of fuch Things? I {ball name a3 few Inftances.
PrROTESTANTS in: general, profefs that the
- Scriptures are the only perfeét Ruile to decide
- .all “Controverfies ; and yet we'eften ﬁiilld,
LT L o that
% Lakei 78, 1 Ja Ixvi. 4.
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that when ‘any Principle or old Ciiftom
is brought into Difpute, Recourfe 1s pre-
fently had to the oid Fathers, and if a Nuribet
of good Men on one Side, and bad ones on the
other can be reckoned up, -the Scale is prefently
turned, and the Point decided. Indeed, Iam
far from flighting pious Predeceffors, but would
follow them as far as they did Cffrd‘ et o
make ufe- of them as Authorities fufficient ta
fhut off any clear Light from the divine Gracles,
which they did not fee, is really to injure their
Charalers, as well as our own Souls.

Acaw, ’tis generally held that all Saints are
imperfe& in thlS Life’; and yet, if a Petfon who
has profeft to have the In:dwelling of the Holy
Spirit, happens to have his ]udcrment altered
‘afterwards 1n any-Point in Relmon I have heard
that Promife, - The Spirit of Truth will guide . yoit
into all Truth®, improved as an Evidence that
elther they had not the Spmt then, or elfe were
1n an Error now; which is as much as to fay,
that when a Perfon is under the Operation of
the Divine Spirit,. his Judgment is then perfect; .
yea, and .that he muft never have any miore
Reformation in Principles. “All that the Spirit
teaches, is Truth; but he does not teach ws-all
Truth at once; for the Juft walk in-that Path
-that fhines more “and more tmto the perfeit Dayf.

How often have we feen Perfons thatwould
cry out at others affuming. Gop’s Prefogative

g fearching the Heart, when perhiaps theyt had

‘ no
¢ Jobnxvii13e ¥ Prow. iv.1 :
‘h. AT S i
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no better Ground for their Charee, than only
the Perfon’s dealing plainly with others for Evils
that they difcovered; and yet they very foon
would not ftick to declare that thofe which they
complained of were deluded by the Devil!
Pripe is generally condemned in Word, and
if any who were not introduced into the Mini-
. ftry in the common Way of the Land, attempt
to preach the Gofpel, many are ready. to fay to
them as Elieb did to David, I know- thy Pride,
and_the Naughtines of thine Heart*; but they
don’t feem to fufpect that Pride moves them to
claim-the Prerogative of introducing whom they
think proper, and -of forbiding all that follow
not them, though it was that Principle which
made Cbrg[z‘ s Difciples attempt fuch a Pratice
formerly]. Nay, according to the Behaviour of
many in thefe Things, it looks as though they
thought that Youths being pampered up at Co/-
lege, "and then being fet over large. Congregati-
ons, and to live In 2 great Deal of worldly Gran-
“deur, fecured them from being lifted up with
Pride y and then falling'into the Condemnation- of
the rDe*vz'Z, + 'more than other Men. ' The
ancient Exhortdtion to every Man, - was.: [Net-fo
think of bimfelf more bighly than be amrbz‘ to think;
but to think foberly, acéording as Gop bath dealt to-
every Man the Meafure. of Faith§. -But now let
aMan have never fo much Knowledge' of the
Do&rines of Faith, or Experience of the Grace
qf Faith, and preach never fo clearly; yea,

- and
¢ 1 Sam. xvil. 28. . 1. Mar. 1x. 33, e | /
1'1?'::::1116 §Rmx113
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iid with never fo much Succefs tob; Yet if hé
1s not introduced in the Way mentioned above,
how many are there that think they have fuf-
cient Warrant to reject him ?

WariLe 1 am writing of thefe Things, I ean
{as 1t.were) hea r fome fay, < Take Care, you
will bring the Miniftry into Contermpt? [
anfwer no, I would fain fecure them from it
by labouring for a Reformationy for I believe
each one will find that Saying truey fopner o
later, Wiofeever exaiterh bimfelf fhall e abafed s
and Je that  bumbleth BimfPelf Phall de exal: tez.’ *
And Gon’s.Dealings towards his Pedple in New
England for twenty 7 Years back, have been wons
derfully: calculated, hke his Difpenfations tos
-wards Ifrael i the ledemcfs To bumbie thews, and-
40 prove thesy, 80 knvw what was i tbeir Hearly
wbefber tbey wauld kﬂqp bzs G mnmzzdme:zts O #6 :];

THERErmn to prbteed

How ‘many have there been amofig s, who
have profeflt to have fuch Love to be?ﬁ and
his Cﬁllfm ‘that they ‘w‘culd di¢ for him, .xther
. than'deny himy who yét have acted quite Gthet-
wile when Tnals camie on? Bat there is fio Erd
- to enumerate Particulars, fio Sect, nor Qrder
of Men, aré free of this dreadful Evll, of fay-
-tog ‘one Thing and "doing anothery théugh
fomeé are much more dmlty of it than ethers-.
And the Confideration hereof; 15 enovgh to

abxg]% all Flcﬁl beﬁarc Gop. Aﬁd befare T leave
b , thia

d Luke vy 11, § Dewt. vilis 4.
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this Head, let me obferve, that there is one Sort
of Feople who ftrangely think themfelves free
of this Charge, of faying one Thing and prac-
tifing another, becaufe they don’t profefs Reli-
ygion-at all. They will exclaim at a high Rate
againft the Hypocniy of Profeflors,. and declare
- that they would not be guilty of mocking Gop
" as they do, upon no-Account. Now here feems
to be an Acknowledgment of the Divine Om-
nifcience, and a Regard to Uprightnefs before
him; and yet, at the fame Time, they .don’t
fo much as pretend to regard his Authority,
nor, {ubmit to his Government. “Thus.a pro-
fefled Regard to Gop, makes them.diregard
him ; .and while they explode. Deceit and.Self-
'Righteoufnefs, fadly difcovér Marks of -both:
~For while the Pharifec tells of his;Faftings an‘dI
Performances,-thefe boaft of their hopeft Hearts,
and I believe many of them depend as much
upon: their Homefly, -as others do wupon their
‘Duties, But are they really honeft ? They fay
_they. abhor Self-Righteoufnefs, and it:feems that
they would not pretend to pray to Gop, becaufe
their Prayers would not be acceptable ;. that s,
,they will not come to him, becaufe they find no
.Good in themfelves to bring. What amazing
“Things are here! Here are Men that would not
mock Gop, and yet live in open Contempt of
his Service; they fay they have honeft Hearts,
“but will not {fo much 4s confefs their Iniquities
.10 him,; whom- they. have provoked, .nor feek
Jhis Mercy. O Heaven-daring Madnefs ! .
A L oo T LUHUS
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~ Twuus it appears, that Men are fo far from
avoiding Inconfiftences, by diregarding Re-
ligion, “that they involve themfelves the deeper
in Confuﬁon and Guilt, and run in the hich
Road to eternal Ruin; whlle Profefiors are ?ar
from being excumblc, in not practifing agree-
able to their Profeflion. But one Way of Peace
and Happmefs therefore remains, which is to
fly to the Blood of Cbrif, to purge onr Confeiences
fram dead Works; thar we may ferve the living
God* ; ; and fo to abide in him as the Branch
does in thé Vine, that we. ‘may bring forth
much Fr u1t:[:

‘BerorE I conclude, I would fet down a few.
Words of Advice, to my owh Soul as well as
others, which’ if rightly regarded; will afford

siach Help againt the Ewls mamly {fpoken of
1n this lecoulfﬂ -

1k, LET us medltate much upon the Per-
fections of Gop, efpecially his Omnifcience and
Ommniprefence ; that he fills all Places, .and fees
all Things.- - A realizing View hereof will won-
derfully guard the Soul againft all Deceit, as
well. as -other Vices. When David had been
devoutly contemplaung upon thefe Things, it
led- hirh t0 renounce the Ways of wicked M fen,
dnd fo cry to Gop to fearch his Heart and
Thoughts, and fée-if thére was any ‘Way of

Wickednefs ip him, and. lead bim. in tbe Way
e'veﬂaﬁmg-[—

-« . ed LpT
¢ Hib ix. 4. 1 ?’abz: xv. 4 P, cxxxix,
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2d. Ler us often review our Ways, and
compare our Profeffion and Practice together ;
and endeavour to {et ourfelves as Speétators,
critically to obferve how our Conduét may ap-

pear to others, But_becaufe Self is fo apt to
blind us; thercfore,

3d. LET us prize and improve the faithful
Reproofs of our Fellow-Chriftians, When the
Man after Gap’s own Heart, had been crying
to the Lard, that his Lips and Heart might be
kept from wicked Works, as believing Prayer
engages the Soul to wait for an Anfwer, in the
Way of ufing the beft Means to obtain the
Thing requefted; {o he names this as a great
Help in the Cafe, viz. Let the.Righteous® [mite
me, it fhall be ¢ Kffzdrzqﬁ s gnrd let bim reprove me,
it fball be an excellent Oil which [ball not break my
Head*.  Solomon tells us, that open Rebuke is bet-
ter thew fecret Loves, while he that hates RQP‘-‘OO.E'
s brusifb, and fhall diel, -

Uprow the Whole, fince the Fews trufted upon
their outward Privileges, and refted in their out-
ward Forms, and thought, becaufe of them,
that their Cafe was fafe, though their Hearts
and Lives were contrary thereto; but were fo
far miftaken, that for thefe Things, and their
rejecting the Saviour, they brought upon them-
{felves ‘and Pofterity, fuch Woes as never befel
any other People : May our Souls take effettual

| ~ Warning,
3 Bfal: o, 3,-5. } Prow. xxvil. 55 and xil. 1; andﬁzimq,
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Warning, not ta reft in any Thing thort of a
Union wn:h and Conforinity to _%f ts Chrift,
Axp by all Meansletus take Heed, that we
do not treat this heavenly Friend as the Fews
did heretofore, FHis coming is always contrary
to Nature: The Prophet puts the Queftion in
old Time thus, #Who may aebide the Dey of ‘bis
coming ? and who [hall fland when be appeareth 3
for- ke is like a Refiner’s Five, and like Fullers
Soap*. But {hall we regard our Drofs and
Filth, mere than his Prefence and Bleflings?
No, but may all fet open Doors that the King

of GLory may comeip, 4 M E N,

: Mﬁl- iii' 3.:: d
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To fill. a wacant Poge, bere is inferted a Hymn,

Jrom Mr. WaLLiv’s Lvangelical Hymns, jufb
ve-printed in Bofton, |

1 Eware, my Soul, the Tempter’s Train 3
He takes his Circuit round,
And firft tries fmall Sins, glad to gain

~Tho’ but an Inch of Ground.

2 If his Device fhall once prevail -
Lo captivate the Mind,

His {fecond Wile will {carcely fail
Greater Succefs to find. |

g He is thy Enemy avow'd ;
His Aim is to devour:

A Duty left, a Sin allow'd, B
Is bis fuccefsful Hour. -

4 The Place thy Follies to him give
Will Pain’ and Sorrow coft; .

Tho’ Grace from_ Chriff thoy.{halt receive
To balance what is loft.

§ The Serpent’s Craft is by Degrees
On Hypocrites to. gain,

Till in their foul Apoftacies
He can all Ends obtain,

6 Sin
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§ Sin once indulg’d pollutes the Heatt,
And breaks the Bonds of Peace;
The holy Spirit will depart,

Divine Communion ceafes

» Then, O my Seul, thy Ground maintain ;
Courageoufly refiit s

* If fteadfaft thou thy Faith retain,

The Tempter will defift.

8 For Satan flies the Chriftian Shield;
Nor can his Sword endure:

By Faith ftand faft; O never yicld;
Thy Conqueft is {ecure. |




