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To 7o P U B L1 C

S the affairs of GoverunzuT and Liper:

TY,arc the greateft points of controver(y, now

in the world, it certainly is of great impor- ,

“tance, that our ideas be ciear and jufk con-

cerning them. Permit me therefors to offec

_- a few thoughts, upon a familiar metaphor,
hich the haly Ghoft has ufed to illuftrate their trus nature.

o Amos, v. 24, he fays, ¢ Let judgmeat run down as waiers,

 and righteoyfnels as a mighty Aream.” From whence we

may obferve, ‘

Fir#. That judgment and righteonfnefs are efiential te free~'
dom. Whea we would reprefent any thiag as quite free, we.
fay, it is as free as water. And not only the ‘}Qow of mercy.
and grace frem God to men, but alfo its cfic&s in them, in
producing obedience unto him, ar¢ often compared thereto
W the word of truth—Jobn, 1v.14. aad vi1. 38. Titus, 2. 11,
12. and 3, s—8. This is mofk certain, becaufe

Second Fresdom is not alting at random, but by resion an® ,
rule. Thofe who walk after their ewn lufts, are clouds
} without water, carried about of winds ; or raging waves of the
fea, foaming eut. their ewn [bame ; while the true SONS. OF L1
ainty are like flream;, which run dewn in a clear and fready.
channel. David fays, 7 will run the wiy of thy cemmandments,
when thoy fbalt enlarge my beart. I will walk at liberty, for I
feek thy precepts. Streams and rivers muft have . fleady chan-
nels to rum in ; but they that promife liberty while they de/pife
government, are wells without weter, clouds that are ,,c_arrxed: .j

with a tempefl. 11 Pet. 2. 3@—=———10Q,_ |

* Third. Though tyranay apd licentioufnefs often make a.
great noife,yet goverament and liberty are much fironger than. /
 they are.  The former, like raging waves, dafh themielves:
againft the rocks, and die upon the fhore; or like a tempeft,
after making fad wafte and dewaftation, their firength is gone,
and their force is over. While the latter, like a mighty fircam,
§ cany all before them, and never reft till they can get through.

ot over all obftacles, which are put in theic wayy,
o Fourtiy
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- fant flow of refeatbment and Mefin g5 wheréver they cam »:“%;{

- . Yodoes the excreife and adminifiration of judgment and righ.
teouineds, among all people that enjoy them.  Henee,

. #ifth. The command of heaven is, Let them run diwn: -
-+ R0 obftrudtion in their way. No, rather be in carneft to se.
mowe cyery thiag that hinders their free courfe.

-~ Fints. The contExt plainly fhews, that a main obftrution
20 thefe great bleflings, among the peopie then fpoken 10, was

-

their affuming 2 cower to govern religion, inftead of being o
¥eraed by it.  Lrue religion is 3 voluntary skedicnce vnin
Liod.  Aud the great defigr of all ordinamees.a;.d ails ol wor.
Thip towards him, is that thereby we. may obtain pardog
And cleanfing, with direCtion and affiftancé to behave as we

- ®ught towards our fellow-men. But inftead of this, thole
peopic added their own inventions to divine inftitutions, and
$ubftituted their alls of devotion towards God, in thke place of

. & righteons practice towards men ; or for & cover to their con.
~Trary condudty And they would fain have been thought very
religious, although they tnrned judgment into wermwead, hated
bim that rebukedin the gate, and abhorred hins thai [poke upright.
Yy, Thefe things were written for our admonitios ; and all
things of that pature, if indulged, will prove -as perniciousto
us, as they did to the Jews. ~And {fince felf-intereft and flf-
%aifﬂ”? hawe an amazing influence 1o blind men, concerning
RUSIVSWN CONANGT 1M yneie KITACY; grear Care wuyLl wouw
BaRem 20 guard againft decention therein. And parhaps aclofe,
BLlonuon 10 (wo late publications, from the ruling party i )

State, may he very {erviceable in that refpedt. k

~ Ejeven years ig0, the epifcopal clergy appeared very earneft
for having Bithope cﬁﬁbii?hed gn Ame:?iyca gPﬁ'hich fc;ifed Dr. )
Chauncy of Bofien, 1o write ‘an anfwer the next year,
What Dr. Chandler bad publifhed upon that {ubject.  And #
Chendler had deelared, that all they wanted, was only to haw
their church compleatly organized, without the leaft defign of
injuring others, the beft reafon that Chauncy cnuld give, why
his requeft ought not to be granted, was this: Sags he,

““ We are, in priaciple, againft all sivil eftablifhments in e

: 11g2i0n.~=]¢t does not appear 10 us, that God has entruftedhe

4 r = ' - e ' ¢ . " -~ -

-f ftate with 3 right to make religious eftablithments. ~1f the
o4, , - . .. ;.'_"' q | : . ] “ﬁatc )
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£ owned, that the itare in Chinay dn Tavkey, in Spadn, bagthiy .
¢ authoritg Blewilc ¢ VWi fhontd make the diffcrencg tnthe -
eye of true vesioe 7 Hauth the fae of Eagloed been diftins @

¢ guithed by heaven by any proaling gr;;.zmm&j}r yosd e ftate in
¢ other countries £ If it has ler the prantbe produced. it has
¢ mgt,allftates have,in common, thesame anthority,in eftablifh-
 ments conformableto their owp fentiments in reiigion ; what
“$can the confequence be,but infinite damage to the caule ot od
¢ and truz religion | And {uchin fadthasbeenthe confequence:
¢ of thefe eftabiifiments in all ages, andin all fflacze. Sheuld 1t
5 be {aid, we claim liberty ot confcience,and fully enjoy 1t 5 and
¢ why would we confine this privilege to ¢ur felves? Is it notas
#¢ reafonable, epifcopaliansthouid both claim and enjoy it ¢ It
% ig readily allowed : and we are as willing they thould peflefs
¢ and exercifereligious liberty in its full extent, as we defive,
¢ to do it ourfelves. But then, iet it be heedfully minded, we
¢ elaim no right to defire the interpofiton of the flate 1o efia-
$ 6 that mode of worfhip, government, or difcipline, we
¢ apprehend is moft agreeable to the mind ot Chrift. We de-
¢ defive no otlier liberty, than to b left unreftrained in the
s¢ exeveife of gur princinles, in fo far as we are good members
¢« of focicty : And we are perfedtly willing epifcopalians thould
¢¢ enjoy this liberty tothe full. If they thisk Bifhops, in their
st appropriated fenfe, were conftitured by Chrift or his apols
i tles, we objeft not a wordagainit their having as mapy of them
56 25 tREY Dicaic, 1aney Wit ot 2ontent ta have them with au-
o« thority alfegether devived from Chrift. Butiney both claim

5 1 . b A . ;‘-: . . L e, e Ar"‘* ﬁ‘?-' L Pty T? s !-‘l{';':'-r}ﬁ’f- ?ﬁ %‘iﬁ&m r::*ﬂf;‘ﬁﬁ {wij:ﬂ‘i 1{:}{%
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¢« by having bithops up - -n the fnotiagg of a flate-cfabiifomsnt.
¢« The plain truth is, by the gofpel-charter, all prafelled chrif-
¢ tians are vefted with precifely the fame rights ;. nor has one
¢t denomiration any mores 3 right to the imterpafition of the
6% civil magiftrate, in their favenur, than another ; and where-
e« ever this diff-rence takes place, it is befide the rule of ferip-
s z‘ufe.;, and I may ﬂay gillw, ;_;hg: gcrmincdi&atts of zmmrrﬁz{]’:z‘ed |
¢: reafon.”x _From whence we may learn, that corrvt reajon-
ings, have carrvied Lir. Chauney's denemination on n a way
befide feripture rule, forthefe hundred and forty years ; forjuit
fo loug bave their rulers interpofed their aunthority, to fuppore
| R 0 ‘their

® Chzeuncy’s anfwer to Chandier, pags 192, 158,179, 180,
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- thelrreligious minifters by afefinens and Ji2refs, to the usne
fpeakabie damage of other denominations, and contrary 0 the
- practice of the firt planters of the country,for eighreen years.
and that partiality was wholly an arbirrary ufurpation of the
ruling party, without the leaft warrant for it,-in either of our
caariers 3 yet the majority of the convention laft winter, voted
to incorporate thoie ecclefiaftical laws with others,into the new
conflitution of governmeat, which they were framing for us,
-which, it it had been received by the people, wauld have efta.
blithed them in another manner than ever they were before.—
Upon hearing of which, the agent and committee of our Bap-
tift churches'met at Bofton, Feb. 21, and drew up a proteft,
and peiition to ournext4{fembly againft it ; wherein they thew,
that thafe laws are contrary to chriftian liberty, exclude Chrift
from- being the only lawgifer aud head of his church, are a
breach of public faith, as they tax people where they are not
reprefented, and impower the majority to judge for the reft
aboutipiritual guides,which naturally caufes envying and Arife,
contraiy to the wifdom that is from abeve, which is «withsup
%vmrts'aiz'x‘y, and without hypecrify. And they clole with {aying,
* Qur.earnelt prayer is, that your honors may bz the happy

‘ 1nltruments of promoting luch impartial peace; as to fix it as
“a fundamental prineiple of our conflitutien, that religions
* miuifters {hall be fupported only by Chyrift’s authority, and
L. .

n

¢ not at all by afleffment and fecniar faecs - o110
LI

v Ad L &k iuxknu'ud!,
Yy , - -n ﬂ! ) W T - - N :
coviiy ons tena Been claimed and enjoyved by the town of
s¢ Bofton,” o |

reat nnmbers, and of varioug.denominations, {ubferibed
this addrels to our Aflembly 3 + Which alarmed a2 number of
minifters ; a#d Mr. Phillips Payfon,who preached the Eicftion
fermon, at Bofton, May 27th, commended the~conflitution
that was framed for us laft wiiiter, and fays, ¢ It may juftly be
confidercd as=a high evidence of the, abilities of its compilere,
and if it {hould not be complied with, it is very probable we
never fhall obuain a better.” And he fiid to the 4flembly,

*¢ The mportance of religion to civil fociety and government,

15 great indeed, as it keeps alive the beft fenfe of moral obliga-

tion, & matter of fuch extenfive utility, efpecially in refpedy to
~an

+ Which would bave been Prcfemcd, if the conflitytion had bewm

b T
ft‘mr;bik sda
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én oath, which i¢ one of the principar inflruments of goveine
ment. The fear and reverence of God, and the teirors of
giernity, are the moft cowertul reftraints wpon the minds of
pien. And hence it is of {pecial importance in a free governe
ment, the fpirit of which being always friendiy to the facred
rights of confcience, it will held up the gofpel as the greatrule -
of faith and praflice. Eftablifhed modes and wlages in relis
sion, more efpecially the ftated public worfhip of Ged, fo ge-
nerally form the principles and manners of a peeple, that
changes; or alterations in tkefe, eipecially, when nearly con-
formed_to the {pirit and fimplicity of the gofpel, may well be
cflcemed very dangerous ¢xperiments in government. For
this and other reafons, the thoughtfut and wife among us.fruft
that our civil fathers, from a regard to gofpel worfhip, and the
sonititution of thefe churches, will carefully preferve them ;
and at all timics, guand againft every inmovation, that might
tend to overfet tbs public worfhip of God, theugh fach inno-
vations may be urged from the moft foaming zeal. Perfone
of 2 gloomy, ghoftly and myftic caft, abforbed in vifionary
fcenes, deierve but little notice in matters, cither of religion
or government. Let the reftraints of religion, once be broken
dowr, as they infallibly would be, by leaving the fubjeft of
public worthip to the Bumogs of the multitude; and we might
well defy all human wildom: and pewer, to {fupport and pre-
forves arder and government in the State,”™ -

Perhaps many may think, that the w0 avthors I hsve
quoted upon veligious sitablidments, are of cppofiiz Do,
timenis, if nog SF ditferent denominations, in religion, =~
Could this thought be fupported by evidence, it would readi-~
Iy be admitted 3 rather than to fuppole them guily, of fuck
felf-contradiction, as they moft certziniy are. For faéls abun-
‘dantly {hew, that Ur. Chauncy has exerted hinfelf, from time
to time, to defend the eftablifbment we complain of, much
more tham Mr. Payfoa has done. And to defend it againii thie
Bifhops, the #1f} of thefe gentleman fays, *¢ It does notappear,
t¢ us. that (zod has entrufted the ftate with a right to make re-
i one eftablifbmeats.” The other warns our civil rulers,
z. o it fuffering any changes in their ¢ efiablithed modes and
.3 rehigion.” Dhe ficft declares, that fuch eftablifhments
woave i Tatl, beea of infinite dgmage to the ¢aufe of @od and true

. 7T 4 XVill‘“‘"lx' | ?‘g / ;3 ks
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.o, g al 4105, aud v @l placci. The other vien, *CThy
ghoviphoial aad wils tmios g U, iult dhat our civad ras s oo
2 ropud to gotpel worlnp, and the cenflitution j :noe Chir, b
wiil careteiiy prejerve trem 5 and at &l timmes, guard agao
every innov.tion, that m’ it tend to overfet the puviic wer,
of Ged."

The Jews at Thethlowica, when moved with envy, ¢ried to
their rulers, Y/ /e that have wrned the world upfide d»wn, are
come hither a’/a.  But for a protefled mimiter of Chuift, to
alarm our civil ru'ers ot danger, that the worfbip of God would
be sverfet, it they did not carefully prefervethefe churches, 1s
much more furprizing ! le fay?, ‘ ¥erfons ot a gloomy,ghott-
ly and myftic caft, ablorbed in vifionary lc-nes, dederve but
little notice in matters, either of religion or governmen*.” And
indeed I think fo too ; and to whom can thefe epithets belong
{o properly, as to thofe, who think thar the church of Chnift,
and the worthip ~ " God. would be overfet, if fecular torce was
not uled to fupsort them ¢ Are juch churches built upon the

ROLK, Of upoa the fand !

This geuticman fay 3 ¢ The language of juft complaiut, the
voice of real gricvance, iu moft cafes, shay eafily be diftinguifh.
ed from the meer clamor of felfifh, tursulent and difappeinted
men. The ear of a rightecous government will always be open
to the formev ; s hind, with wildom aad prudence will fup-
prefs the lawer.” This i¢ dn impériant truth, And
fince he warns our rulers againft innovations, ! think i mydu.
ty, plaioly to meritioo fome of them, which his party have been
guiity of in our land. The learned tell us, that to inmovate,
is ‘‘ to introduce, or praftife new cuftoms. opinions, or laws,afe
ter a fly, clandeftine mauner; .And let the public judge, whe-
ther his party h.ve not done {0, in the following inftances; al-
though they huve doubtlefs bad many prous meén among
them., . | *

The Mafluchufetts compiny came over to NchEnglmd,
ten yedrs arier Yiymouth peuple had begun the tettlement
thercofl. + The charter, waich conftituted them a civil go-
vernment, exprefsiv Linne-d them, not to make any laws cone
trary to the laws of Englend ; and all the frecmen, who were

*P. 22, admitccd
4+ My hiftory, page alv, lxii, Lziii,
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innted to vote for their rulers, took an oath of allezience to
the goverament, whkeran they {olemnly engaged to t1ibniit to,
'l fuch laws, orders, fentences aod decrees, as thould be
fivgcly made and publifbed vy them” * 0 But whea ey fee
cut to frime and enforce a new rehigious eftablithmer |, very
rontrary to that of England, they found that their oath 1tood
1 the way of it 3 therefore they pafled an adt, four years after
they cameto Bofton, to abfoltve themfelves, dnd all the freemen,
from their oath to keep aéls /awfully made, and framed aa-
other, of fubmiflion to all fuch laws as they called wholefome.

Was not this an innovation of the worft kind ?

The following year the court fent out to all their minifters
and brethren, for advice and afliftance, about one uniform order
ot difcipline in their churches ;+ and at the {ame time paffed
an act, to compel every male within their jurifdiction, of fix-

tecn yedrs old and above, to take this new invented oath, or
be punifhed at their diferetion.

Mr. Roger Wiiliams was then minifter of Salem ; and be-
caufe he publicly warned his flock againft taking that oath, he
was foon convented before the rulers at Boften :1 But he boldly
ftood his ground, againft them and their minifters too. The
hext ume their affembly met, they took away a valuable tral
of land from his church, till they thould give the court fatis-
fadtion upon thefe matters. For this, Mr. Williams and his
church, wrote letters of reproef to the churches where thofe
rclers belonged 5 butinftead of repenting of this iniquity, they
baoifthed him out of their colony.§ Whercupon he went and
founded the firft civil government, that ever eftablifhed equal
religious liberty, fince the rife of Antichrift. And {oon after
gathered the firft Baptift church in America. He alfo did the

moft to prevent the ruin of all thefe colonies by the Indians, of
any one man in the country, ‘Thus he overcame evil with
good ; while the advocates for the ufe of fecular force in re-
tigion, have requited him, and his friends, evil for good ever
fince.

And they were fofar from promoting peace among them{clves
by thefe means, | that in lefs than a year after his banifhment

the

® Page 61,<13.  + Page 62,66, 1 Page g7, 66 70, 338, 458, 500, 536
{ Page 73, 76, 88 95, 105 134> '47- 151, 1545 173, 139,393 8572 390 337 349
1495 468, §¢8, 510, || Page 79, ¥3.
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the two minifters of Bofton, and the two chicf rulers of
the colony, whe belopged to that church, got to open clathings
in their meeting-houfe, on the Lord s-day, and the Hlame fpread
through the land.* This moved them to call a general fynod
tipon it. Auad becaufe a n=w houfe of reprefentatives refufed
to join in punifhing fuch as the fynod had condemned, 1t was
immediately diflolved, and anether houfe called ; and then
feveral were banithed, and feventy-fix men were difarmed, of
whom fifty-eight wzre of Bofton.+ The year after they made
their fitft law to {upport minifters by afleffimeat and diftrefs ;
which was followed with finings, imprifonings, whippings and
hamgings 5 and with the exertion of all their art and power,
for forty years after, in various atteinps to divide and conquer
Rhode-Ifland colony. And all the diferders, which theie and
other means could produce therein, have been ufed ever fince,
as 2 moft prevailing argument for an cftablithed religien by
human laws. "

And thofc violations of the rights of confcicnce, furnithed
the Britith ceurt with the moft plaufable plea they ever had;?
for taking away our firft charter ; and in the fecond, for de-
priving us of the ineffimable priviledge of chufing our chict
rulers ;§ whicli was evidently the root of all the gall and
wormwood, bloed and flaughter, which we now deplore.  For
the crown being vefted with an arbitrary power of appointing
our chief ptlicers, the arbitrary requirement ef our propesty
to fupport them, was the natuyal confequence.  And it is wel
known ghat contefts about that matter kindled this bloedy war.
So that the fcheme of religious eftablifhmenis by human laws,
is {tained with the guilt of all this blood.

In my late hiftory of New-England, a great number of
proofs arc produced to the abave falls, and our opponents are
welcome to difcover 2py miitakes therein, if they can. And,
I thall now clofe, with eaincitly requefting the attention of
a1y dear countrymen to two points. |

1. Confider whatour civilliberties will be, if thefe men can
have theirswilis. I need not inform you that all America are
in arms againft being taxcd where they are not reprefented:

But

® Fage $3. 87 63, 101, 116, 113, 3'C. 319, 387, 309, 5§01, §24, §16. t+ Ap-

poidix, page 7==15. 1 Pige 399, 464, 457, 131,486,491, 514 539, 539~
& Appsudix, page 4, J14.
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Bt it is not more certaim, that we a-¢ rot reprefented iy the
Britith parliament, than it is, that cur cvif rulers are not our
veprelentatives in religiius affairs @ Yet minifters have long
prevailed with them, to impole religlous taxes, intirely eut of
their jurifdi‘tion.  And they have now been defied to preisrve
o' der ia the ftate, if they fheuld drop that praétice. ¢ That
magiftrates fnould thus fuffer thefe ncenadiaries, and difturbers
of the public peace, might juftly be wondered ar (tays the great
Mc. Locke) it it did not appear, that they have bzea invited
Ly them unto a participation ef the {poil, and have thererore
:hought fit to make ufc of their covetesuiucls and pride, as a
means whereby to increafe their own power.”’* |

2. How can libertv of confeience be righ:tly enjoyed, till
this iniquity is removed ¢ The word of truth iays, why is my
lberty yudged of ansther man’s confcience ? Let every man be
Fully perfuaded in bis own mind, But Mc. Payfon fays; ¢ Lt
tlhe reftraints of religion once be broken down, as they iNFaL-
B1BLY would lbe, by leaving the fubjet of public worflip to
the humours ot the multitude, and we might well defy all hu-
man wif{dom and power to {upport and preierve order in
the ftate.” He tells of humours, but it is well known that no
men are influenced more by diftenpeved humours, than thofe
who are fond of arbitrary power. And if he had not been
deeply abforb-d. thereby in viiionary fcenes, how counid he
poflibly have delivered this {catence us he did, direltly in the
face of glaring fa‘ts which then {urrounded him, as well as
againft divine truth ! By an exprets law of this wovernment,
the mult:tude of people in Bofton, have been left intirely free,
thefe einhty-five years, to c¢hoofe what worfhip they would at-
gend upon, and not to be compelled to pay a farthing to fup-
port any that they did not chufe : And there are preofs enough
to inew, that this liberty has greatly contributed to the welfare
and r.ot the injury cf the town. And his grcat fwelling word,
INFALLIELY, 1§ as contrary to the boly {criptures, as it is 0
cxperienced fadls. 'That word fays, in vain ds they w rjfbis
iie, teaching, for dolirines the commandments of -mem. If % o
have fown unte you fpiritual things, is it a great thing, if we
/hall -reap yeur carnzl things - The Lerd bath ordained, thse
sley whe preach the gafpel, fronld live of the gofpel. Let him
that is taught in the word, ¢ mmunicate unte bim that tlac:)',;b..

&, Page 351 295 ~ %
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in all peod thinps. Be wot deceived, God is net mocked. And
Chrift folemnly forbids the giving of any countenance or f1p.
port to teachers who bring mot His pocTRINE 5 of which
€ach rational {oul has an equal right to judge for himfelf.—
Mat. xv.—Rom. xiv. 4. 5.—1 Cor.ix. 1. 14 and x. 1§ 2¢9.—
Gal. i. 8. 9. and vi. 6. 7.—2 John, x. 11.  But the commer.d-
men’s of men among us, while they have allowec this libeity 10
Bofton, have exprefsly denied the fame to the countiy ; wheie
they have ordaiued, that they who preach the gefpel, thall live
of human laws; which laws are fo opnotite to thefe laws ot
Chrift, that they empower the majority in each tewn or pavith
to Judge for the refi ; evem fo, that if the minority were ever
fo ful y perfuadeds that the parith minifter perverted the gofpel,
inficad of reaching it truly, yet the majority might {e.zc the
gcods, or imprifon the perfons, of the minority, to fupport
that blind guide | And the chief judge of each of aur county
courts have been required, from year to year, to charge the
grand jury upon their oaths, to profecute every parith in the
county, that did not fettle fuch a minifier as the court called
orthodox. Though, at the fame time. if any church, together
with the town or parifh, was ever fo unanimous in the choice
of a gofpel minifter, yet there is an exprefs law of this govern-
ment that excludes him from being fettled in their conftitution,
until he has an accademical degree, or an approbation from
the majority of the fettled minifters in that county.

And this ¢onftitution has been fo far from promoting our
public welfare, that if the whole town of Cheliea, where Mr.
Pay{on lives, was publicly fold for the moft it would fetch, it
would go but a [ittle way towards paying the cofts this govern-
ment have been put to, only for the fitting of their legiflature
to form religious focieties, and ro hear and a&t upon guarrels
and dilputes of that nature, which they have no right 10 medle
with. Anpd how can juftice and righteoufnefs ever bave their
tree courfe among us, while men thus affume power to govern
rehgion, inftead of being governcd by it ?

I am as fenfible of the importance of religion, and of the
ity of it to huinan focicty, as Mr. Payfonis. AndlI con-
¢ur with him, that the fear and reverence of (zod, and the ter-
rors of eternity, are the moft pcwerful .reftraints upon the
minds of men. But Iam {o far frem thinking, with him, that
thele reftraints would be broken down, if equal rcligious liberty
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was eftablithed, that I am very certain we {houvld hercisfere
hove futtored much more than we have douc, if the refiraints
of religicn had not ofren ceun «ned his pariy ¢ all conty aly
to their ecclenaftical laws, or to fufpend the cxecution of theni.
They otten deciare, that the  aliow us libaity o cordvicnce,
and alfo complain ot injury, it we recite forier and larter
aéts of their party to prove the contrary.yx Juft {o has Dr.
Chandler done with regard to bifheps 3 and he declares tlicy
liad now no detign ot taring Amecrica to them 5 yet he fays,
“« Sneuld a general tax be laid upen the ccuntry, and thereby
= {fum be raited fufficient for the purpofe, 1 belicve fuch a tax
would not amoeunt to more than four pcnce in one hundred
pounds ; and this would br ro mighty hardthip upon the
country. He that could thitk much of giving the fix thou-
{fandth part or his inceme to any ufe which the lepiflature of
as countiy {fhould aflign, deferves not to be co fOdered in the
light of a good fubjcét, or member of {ociety.”*  Butin an-
{wer hereto, Dr. Chauncey fays ¢ Ii the countiy might be
taxed four pence in one hundred pcunds, it might for the fame
reafon, and with as much juftice, if it was thoughthe fupport
of bithops called for it, be taxed four fhillings, or four pcunds,
nd fo on.” All but tories will allow this to be goed reafon-
ing ; and why is i* not as good in a baptift as in a predbyterian ¢
He poes back 150 years, and teils ot the rriscoraL vokz
or BonDaCte, which our forefathers came into this wilder-
nefs to avoid, and fays, ¢ Shall 1t be declared in the face of
the world, that this would be no hardfiip to their pofleinty,
and that they would be neither good fubjelts, nor good mem-
bers of fociety, if they thought much of fupporting that row ER
which hasbeen, and may again be TERRIBLYOPYREESIVE 174
True, Do&or: There lies the dishiculty., 1t is not the prner,
but the POWER, that alarms us. And fince the leg:{lature i
this State pafled an a&t, nou lenger ago than laft deptember, te
continue a tax of FCYR PENCE a year, upon the baptifts, 1.
every parifth where they live, as an.-anknowledgement of the
row ER that they have lorg affumed over us in religicus affzirs,
which we know has often %cen TURRIBLY OPPRFSSIVE, Iow
can we be blamed for refufing to pay that acknowledgement ;
eipecially when it is confidered, that it is evident to us, that
God never allowed any civil State upon earth, tc impofe reii-
- . | glous
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glous taxes ; but that he declared his vengeance againft thofe
in Ifrael, who preiumed to ule feorce in {uch aftayrs.—1 Sam.
yi. 16. 34.—Micah. iii. ¢. 12.

* Rulers, minifters and people, ought to improve all their in-
fluence, in their feveral ftations, to promote and fupport true
religion by gofpel means and methods ; but as the ¢caching the
fear of God by 2he precepts of men, brought confufiom and ruin
upon the Jewith nation—Ifaiah, xxix. r3. 21.—it furcly 1s of
infinite importance, that every lover of our dear ccuntiy, be
in earncft to have it faved from fuch iniquity, and from fuch
ruin. ISAAC BACKUNS.

Middleborough, Anguft 28, 1778.

At the annual inecting of the baptift churches, calted Tke
‘Warren Affociation, at Leiccfter, Scptember 8, 1778, the fore-
going obfervations and remarks, drawn up by eur beloved
agent, were diftinltly read and confidered ; and the elders and
brethren prefent, unanimoufly defired -him to publith the
{fame, with all convenient {peed ; efpccially for the reafons
following, viz. As we knew that our former fufferings would
have been greater than they were, if it had mot been for re-
ftraints from Britain, when we faw that the Congrefs was like
to have the higheft place of civil p8wer over us, we fent our
agent to Philadelphia, to endeavour to procure fome influence
from thence in our favour. And being favoured with a meet-
ing’ of the baptift Philadelphia affociation, they chofe a large
committee to affift us ; and a conference was requeftcd
and obtained, in the evening of October 14, 1774, with the
honored delegates to Congrels from this State, before a num-
ber of gentlemen ; to whom it was declared, that if the coun-
try might but have the liberty which Bofton has long enjoyed,
we afked no more. And fome days atter, faid committee ob-
tained a promife £:+ = {aid delegates, that they would ufe their
influcnce to havethe liberty enjoyed by Bofton, diftufed through
our whole State. Yet we havs fince been accufcd repeatedly
of alting the part of enemies to our country, only for being in
carneft to have that liberty eftablifhed. And we now {olemnnly
declace for ourfelves, and believe we fafely may for the whole
120 baptift churches in New-England, that we want nothing
more in this refpect, than to have what the b2fore-named Dr.

Chauncey fays is their priaciple, concerning religious liberty,

¢ftablithed
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eftablithed in fa&k, and reduced v pratice. We therefors
frecly refer it to the impartial public, whether our infifting
upon tlus point, be the clamor of {felhih, turbulent ard difap-
pointed men, who ought to be fuppretied ? or whetlier that
character does not belong to the oppofiers thereof ?
Signed, by order cf the Affociation,
By JOB SEAM ANS, Moderator,
ELIJAH CODDIN G; Clerk.

A N Y talk fo plavfible about religious liberty, that

our good fricnds, whe have not had {enfible experience,
ot a contrary pratice, can hardly believe, “that a religious ef
tablifhment by humai laws, is {e ewland dangcrous as it really
is. This makes a recital of a few plain fafls, highly proper at
this time, in order to prevent fuch evils for the future.
Many of the baptifts in this State, have long been convinced,
that a giving in the annuai certificates required by the ruling
party, as the condition of our exemptioa from taxesto their mi-
nifters, contains an implicit acknowledgement of a power af-
fumed by man, which in reality belongs only to God:. And
in our appeal to the public, printed in Bofton five years ago,
we have given the particular reafons, why e cannot in con-
{cience perform that condition. Yet, only becaufe we have
refufed te wrong our confciences in that refpect, our people,
invarious places, have been taxed from year to year to poedo-
baptift minifters. And I am credibly mformed, that the
towns of Lancafter and Afhby have voted this year, that d+-
trefs fhall be made for fuch taxes, upon the baptifts therein,
who refufe a corapliance with that condition. And another
town has violated religious ard civil rights to a much more fur-
prifing degree. ,
Pepperell, in the county of Middlefex, has had a name for
religior and regularity, and for an uncommon zeal in the de-
fence of our country, againft foreign invaders. But their at-
tachment to their ecclefiaftical eftablifhment, by buman lawas,
has betrayed them into the following extravagances, viz. Je-
caufe Mr. Daciel Davis, who had fome acquaintance winkdl:
baptifts before he removed into that town, regmefted Me.
Samuel Fletchér, of Chelmsford, to come and ppeash at ais
houfe, and bz, by a letter, had appointed a mecting there or

March
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March 19, 178, his letter was broke open 2s it came inte P

perci, atter a town-meeting, and Mr. Nchomiah Huboa

thei: 1own-cic ik, and one ot their felectmen, was toy calh

a vote v o hor b fhooid preach there o not. A o5 Lo

afked 'vho 'lis preacher was, Mr. Hubbard faid, be 1s ¢
Timoth vy 'ercher’s fon § the tox-hunter’sfon, &c.  duch |-
haviour caufed Dr. Xphraim Lawrence to remind them ot
what was once faid ahout the carpenter’s fan ; and {0 prevented a
vote upon it; and Mr. Fletcher came and preached accoiding
to appointinca’. And, at Dr. Lawrence’s requeft, he came
again and preached at his houfe, en March 27th.  But in the
tirne of worfhip, the houfe was affaulted, by many inhzabitantg
of the town, fome of whom were their leading men ; and one
Temple, a traveller, was feat in te break up the meeting, who
{pake out repeatedly for tmat purpofe, till he was turned out
of the houfe; and then they went to an adjacent tavern, from
whence a {currilous letter was wiote to the preacher, which;
by advice, he burnt. Sood after another was fent, direlted
thus : **. To Samuel Flcicher, now in Pepperell.,” Wherein
they fay,  We fhould be glad that you will not come into
town ever again upon fuch an errand ; and you may rely up-
on your being treated with oppoliiion and fcoin.  Don't, up-
on your peril, come into town again on fuch an crrand, as it
wil! certainly be oppolcd, as cver fuch dotiine is delivered
auain in Pepperell, as we are united; and detire no baptifts in

town. ‘Lhis for your intereft. March 27, 1778.
¢¢ Jtis acquiefced in by all friends to freedom and united.
nefs.”

This I copied from the oripinal letter. Other threatnings
ware given out for the fame purpofe 5 though Mr. Fletcher
was not deterred thereby from preaching again in that towo 1n
May. Andon June 25, Mr. Ifaiah Paiker, paftor of the bap.
tift church in Harvard, came with him and preached theie.
The next morning they met again, wher the aforefaid Mr.
DPavis, Mr. Simeon Shattuck, and his wife, aad three fingle
.'yeung perfons, gave a tatistying accovnt of God’s dealings with
'ﬂt\cir fouls, in order for baptifm. Iu the afternson they met
-rbpra rivgr-fide, for preaching and the adminiftration ot that
ordinands, upon lands that three of them weie heirs to, which
“at prefensis improved by their mother, Nrs. Lydia \Wright.
Aftet prayer and fingiog, Mr. Fletcher read 2 text and began

. - his
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- icrman, juft’as Licut. Col. Henry Woods, Capt. Nathaniel

w. 1, Lernet Stmon Gilfon, Licur, Junas Vareum, Captain

aatah Sh.muck, the bcforc-aamcd Mr. Hl_lbbal‘d, and a

it puinber of their fsl'owers, came up 3 fome of whom

v armed with clubs and poles,and forbid our friends either
O preach or bapuze, any where within the limits of Pepperell,

= Upon this breach of the peace, Mrs. Whright fpake
to thofe difturbers, and ordered them to depart from off her
iands ; but they refufed to go. Mr. Parker defired, that they
would act like men, if they would not like Chriftians 3 and re-
minded them,of the liberty of confcience,which all profeftants,
and even the King of Brirain allowed ; and mentioned fundry
leriptures to prove the divine warrant for fuch liberty : But
Cornct Gilfon faid, Don’t quote fcripture here | Theie men
Bad newly . proved of the corftituiion of government, which
was framed for us laft winter, which, Mr. Parker told them,
they had now broken. All this could not filcnce their cla-
mour ; but in open contempt of our religious fentiments, fome
of them took a dog into the river and plunged him. And
further to inrage the populace, the odious name Tory, was caft
uﬁon Mr. Davis ; and when be attempted to anfwer to that
{lamder, Capt. Lakin, (a church member, and one of their
committee of fafety) faid, Hold your tongue, or I will beat

your teeth down your throat t

Hereupan Dr. Lawrence invited ovr inpjured friends to his
houfe; amd iran inclofure by his door, Mr. Fletcher finifh-

¢d his fermon.though not witheut much noife and difturbanee
from the eppofite party. And while Mr. Parker was at prayer,
after fermen, John Green,junior, and Jothua Blood,who ftood
near him, made open difturbance ; though Mr. Parker fays,
that from a fenie of their fafety under the divine prote&ion, he
blefled God, that there were nenc to make them -afraid ; upon
which (as others teftify) one of them faidaloud in prayer time,
That is 2 d—d lie ¥ After which, fome of thofe officers, with a
bowle: of liquor, hired Abraham Boynton, and Jeremich Law-
¥ence, to go into a river that was near, where Boynten dipt
Lawrence, and then atked himif ke believed 2 And upor fayin 3
lie did not, he plunged him again, if not a third time. An

as if all this was nc- enough, two dogs were carried into the
watcr, in.the prelcnce of thcc atorcnamed lcaders of the ‘tzzn,
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and a3 they werc put under water, Mr. Hubbard faid alos

J'here s ome dipt ! There is another, &c. with aughter ...
‘nialt amon’, the multitude |

But left ail this thould not deter our friends from their pur
ofe, Col. Woods, Capt. Lakin, and Mr. Hubbard canc nio
EI‘. L&WI‘CHCC’S houfe s and when M;r Pa; ker ofkci them whe.
) tacr they would protect the Baprifts in obeying Chuift, i % P

tilm ? Or whether they wouid a® at the head of thei~ r o i

~tors ? They refufed a dirc@ apfwer ; but,calling‘for Mrc, I ki
cr out of another r d thefe' miniftess tl g

m3jority ot the tnwn of
Pepperell, who were againft having any Baptifr preaching i
blplizing therein 3 and rherefore (k. y advited fuid noincitos,
immediately to ¢epart out of the town, fur their vwn frtey ——
Do you mean, faid Mr. Parker, that eur lives witt . '
ger if we do not thus

B § BERR v
depart } . his guettiom th v wou d ot
aniwer, thongh Mr. Parker told them be fhcu's sake : hat 10
be their meaning, if (aey did not explain it otherwife,  frep

Ol_hcr difcaurfe, Mr. Pa:ker acdrefli-d them in th's manner,

viz. Iappealte your confciences. in the prefence of God. be.
forc whom we muft aj appear hereafter whesher vou lLave

tome wp agamnft usin tle {pinie of Chrift and his difciples, or
In the temper of the perfecuting Jews againft them ! 1o this
they made no anfwer 5 but foor iet; the houle. Whereupon
our friends privately agreed to difperfe, and, by Jiff)ent ways
to draw togerher to a diftant place of water ; which wos effi (-

ed in ﬁ;cb x:anner, that thofe fix p~rions wese (
¢d, notrithitandin

ecently bapt:z.
g the arrival ot feine mockers before it was
over : And as they were returning tc ~ur friend Sh:ntuck's‘
houle, they were met by Cel. Woods and his tolowers who
fhook their whips over them, and ftruck fome f the compa.
ny. And after their entrance into our faid i1+~ d* houfe, ma-
it, declaring they would have thofe Baprifts
preachers out of towa thar might.  Yet, 25 they priy-d and
dang praifes to God, the mob difperfed; snd they reficd there !
quictly ; and returned home fafely the next day, acce ding to
their purpofe. o T “
A narrative of thefe tra
~ atien at Leicefter, on the

- Hhereof, it was judged to

i

afaétions was laid bcfore our 2f ci-

9th inftant ; and upon confide.uiion

be expedignt that I thould vifit .+ ofe
' - injured
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iiured friends, and collet as exaét gn account as T esuld of the
gue {teve of the moft material of thofe faéts, and to lay the
tauc betore the public.  Tor though rar lels glaring breaches
@t the peace in fach refpelts, have herctotore becn punifhed by
authosity, in the fouthern parts of this Srate; yet we had no
cervaluty that thefe would meet with like treatment. For there
were not only a principal part of Pepperell concerned thercin,
but Col. Woods was one of our law-givers laft year, and many
others of them are greatly afraid of ioofing their legiflauve
power over us inreligious affairs ; which,according to their own
principles, depends intirely upoa their continuing to be the ma-
jority of this State. The author of their election {fermon two
years ago, fays, ¢ The law of felf-prefervation will always juf-
tify oopofing a cruel and tyrannical impofitiop—-cXxcept
‘where oppofition is attended with greater evils than (ubmiffion,
which is frequeatly the cafe, where a few are opprefled by a large
and powerful majority. This (fays he) fhews the reafon, why
the primitive chriftians did net oppofe the crucl perfecutions,
th .t were infli@ted upon them by the heathen magiitrates. They
were few, comparcd with the heathen world; and for them to
have attempted to refift their enemies by force, it would, with-
out a mirracle, have brought upon them inevitable ruin and
deltru@ion.” + According to which opinion, Clrift would
have ordered the ufe of force in the firft ereting ot his church
. the world, it he had not been fo unhappy, as to begin the
work at a time, when the heathen idols had a more powerful
rarty than he had. *~ But liace the Baptifts worthip a Saviour,
who always has had the moft powertul party ; and fince he has
taught thtm that the reafon why he forbid the ufe of force In
religion, is becaufe his kingdom is nof of this world ; they ex-
pedt, according to his word, to overcome all their accufers, by
the blood of the Lamb, and by the word of their teftimony 3 and ;
think it their duty to attend upon the ufec ot thofe means for
that end. Indeed we apprcherd that we have the {ame right
to have our perfons and propertics prote&ted by authority, as
our neighbours have; butparty influence has denied 1t to us,
in many inftances. Three Baptifts in Chelmstord, were im-
bove five years ago, for minifterial taxes; and after

e value of abavean hundred filver dollars, the Court
at

$ Wzy7’s ElcRion fcrmon, o Bofon, May 29th, 1776, P. X1X,
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st Charleftown, gave judgment 1., ..o favour ; yet the affef-
fors who taxed themn contrary to law, 1oon had all their expen-
ces paid by rheir tows 5 whiie the Baptitts have had neither ex-
pences nor damages paid them'to this time, as thry affured =:e
this week. Who then can blam: us, tor appealing to the im-
pactial public, againit tuch 0pprdﬁmn?

I have been to Pepperel, where I preache? twice, and bap.
tized two perfons, without inoleftation.  And from the beft

)ight I could gain, from many witnefles, the above ftate of
taéts is not exaggerated in any one circumitance ; which is

publithed to prevent the like for the ftuture.

ISAAC BACKUN-




