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Ar ADDRESS, (9¢.

My dear Gountrymen,

UR fathers came to this land for purity and
liberty in the worfhip of God ; but now many
have drawn their {words againft each other,

about the affairs of wordly gain, whcu_by an exceed-
.ing dark cloud is brought over us. Inftead of betng

the light of the world, and the pillar and ground of
the truth as thofe are that obey Him whois the foun-

tain of /ight and /love ; what a ftumbling-block are
we to other nations, who have their eyes “fixed upon

us ! Permit me therefore to lay before you a few
thoughts, which I hope may Dbe ferviceable in this
dark feafon. If we were as well agreed about the
way of relief, as we are about the caufe of our prefent
diftrefs, a happy deliverance would {oon appear ; as
the following facts will fhew.

From March to July, laft year, the order of lawwyers
in our government, was expofed in the Bofton pa-
pess, in avery ftriking manner ; a2nd 1n the two follow-

tng months many people arofe 1n arms againit our
executive courts, in the counties of IHamplhire,

Berkihire, Worcefter, Middlefex and Briftol. Here-
upon the town of Bofton met, and fent an addrefs
to all the other towns 1n the Maffachufetts, carneltly
requefting thataredrefs of grievances might be fouu-ht
for in a conftitutional orderly way only ; and pledging
themfelves to join their endeavours with the country,
in that way, to obtain a redrefs of any fuch griev-
ances
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ances as really exifted. Hereby theyintended to have
the people ftirred up to {fend 1n an account of their
real grievances to the General Court at Bofton ; and
after many fuch accounts had been laid before them,
they publifhed an addrefs to the people, November
i1, 1756, whereln they fay,

“VWe feel in common with our neighbours the
{carcity of money ; but 1s not this {carcity owing to
our own folly ? Ar the clofe of the war, there was
no complaint of it; fince that time, our fields have
vielded their increale, and Heaven has fhowered 1ts
bleflings on us, in uncommon abundance ; but are
ve¢ not conftrained to allow, that immenfe fums have
been expended, for what 15 of no value, for the gew-
gaws imporied trom Europe, and the more pernicious
produce of the Weft-Indies ; and the dread of a pa-
per currency impedes the circulation of what remains
{t is {aid howev er, that {uch 2 currency would gnf:
us prefentreliel s but like the pleafure of fin, it would
be bu: for a feafon ; and like that too, it would be 2
reproacn to the community, and would produce ca-
lamities without end.—Without a reformation of
manners, we can have hittle hope to profper in our
publick or private concerns.—As the difficulty In
pavinz debrs increafed, a difregard to honetty, juftice

and good faith, in publick and pr;vate tranfaétions,
became more manifeft.—Some perfons have arttully
aﬁ’c ted to make a diftintion between the govern-

nens and people, as though their intereit were dif-
:"e* = and even OPF‘Oﬁ[L . but we prefume, the good
feafe of our conitituents will difcern the deceit and
fal ﬁd, of thofe infinuations. Within a few months
the zurnority delegated to us will ceafe, and all citi-
zens will be Equallx candidates in a future elefion.—
Mzny who diapprove infurretions againft the geo-

vernment,

ﬂ
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vernment, neglect to afrord their aid, in fupprefling
them ; but to ftand fill, inaltive fpectators in fuch
cafe, 1s ltke a man who when his houfe 15 in flames,
thould frand with folded arms, and confole himfelf
with this, that he did not fet 1t on fire.”

'This view of the caufe of our diftrefs, perhaps will
not be denied by a fingle perfon; but the meafures
which have beea taken fince, have moved many to

dceclare their forrow that we ever revolted from Great-
Britain,  But I am f{o far from any fuch thought,
that I fuily agree with our General Court, that a
paper currency would produce calamities without
end, Ior by it the Court of Britain have been en-
adbled to carry bleod and {lavery round the world,
and to load the nation with a debt of more than two
hundred mitlions fterling, above a third of which was
in Atiempts to bind us 1n all cafes whatfoever ; ; and {o
to rob us both of manhood and Chriftianity. ~ For to
have our choice governed by reafon, 1s effential to
manhood ; and to have it governcd by revelation, is
effential to Chriftianity. Yet{o late as Nov. 2, 1780,
In a {peech from the throne, they faid,  We <wi// not
{fubmit to receive the Joce {rom any power whatfo-
ever.,” Sothe Jews faid, /e will not bave this mas
to reign over ws. Luke xix. 14. Therefore God
ehofe tocty delufions, aud Liougat their fears upair them,
becaufe they always refifled the Holy Glof.  Haah
Ixvi. 1—¢.  Als vil 3, 48—51.  Thelr tear was
that the Romans would come and take away their
place and nation ; yet rather than to receive King
Jefus, they chofe Cefar, who brought that deftrud-
jon upon them,  John xi. 48, x1x. 15, Thus God’s
immutable plan of government determines the choize
of the worlt of men, without the leat excufe for their
wickedics. John xix. 11, Afls . 22, 23, And

it
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if thefe plain truths were duly regarded, peace would
{oon tzke place among us. For our Legiflature
truly {ay,

‘““ Within a few months the authority delegated to
us will ceafe, and all the ciuizens will be equally can-
didates 1n a future ¢/eiion.””  This 1s the true nature
of our Conftitution ; and the command of God 1s,
Suliniz yeurfzlves to every ordtnance of san for toe
Lerd's juce.  This ought to pe a matter of confeience
with zvery fouf. 2 Perer n. 3, 4. Rom. xint. 1—r1o0.
His rcvealed wiil, enforced 1n the name of the Lord
cur righizcafies, 15 as clear as glafs, and as powerful
as fire 5 1t being the only perfei? law of liberty. And

teachers of a contrary way, are guilty of wboredam
;:...-f:;.&, and hing. 2 Cor. iil. §—18. James i.
16—235. Jer. xxiul §, 6, 14, 2g—32.  And putting
away thefe evils, in the wallev ¢f Achsr, 1s our only
door of bepz, of deliverance and happinefs.  Jofhua
vil. 11, 12, 2. ifaah isv. 2—16. Hofea 1. §—1v.
The comiortable fupport of his munifters 1s as really
an ¢rinance of God, as any Jfacrifice ghat he ever in-
ftituted ; and thofe who do not !rerrr?‘f[v obey him
therein, f5iv £5 the jizlo, and fball of th2 Jlofs weap cor-
ruption. 1 Cor. Ix. 14, Gal. vi. 6—q, 19g—22.
No fon of Aaron might offer any fac"f ice any where
but upoen Ged's z:fmr nor with any fire but that which
was received from Heaven. Two of his fO'ls were
firuck dead for violating this law.  Leviiix. 24, x.
I, >.  And Chritis lhe onl}r ¢ltar on which all our

[erifics oucht to be offered ; and none can have a
r:rbf £y cat the resf, who build upon the covenant of
circumcifion. Heb. xiii. 10—18. Phil. iv. 10—18.
For Abraham could not admit any Genule into it,
without buving of hum as a fervant.  And God hasex-
predsiy rcfculf:d that covenant.  Gen. xvit, 11—14.

Mat.
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Mat. xxiil. 8. 1 Cor, vit. 19—23. Gal. vi. 15, 16.
And, inftead of fire from Heaven, the tongues of
thofe who are for maiy mafters are a world of iniguity,
Jetting on fire the whole courfe of nature, and it is fet on
fire of bell. And nothing can quench 1t, but the
wifdom that is from above, which 1s frf# pure, then
peaceable, gentle, eafy to be iitreated, full of mercy and
good fruits, without partiality, and without bypocrify.
And none can countenance the #atural diftin&tions
which were in Abraham’s covenant, without partial-
ity, and diffinnlation. James ni. 1,6, 17.  Gal, ii.
1 2—20.

The way wherein tew hers have kept up thefe evils
fo long in the world, has been by infiltng upon it,
that /elf-determination n the will of man 1s eflential to
moral agency. This doftrine, and the doltrine of
purgatory, is now carrled further in London and in
Bofton, than it is in Rome. Which 1s {o oppolite
to the dotrine of Chrift, that he fays, I came down
Sfrom beaven, not to do iniie own Wwill, out the will of
bim that fent e,  If ye keep my commandments, ye fhall
abide inmy love 5 even as I have kept my father's comn
mandments, and abide in bis love. Johnvi. 38, xv.
10. And in this way only can we make our calling
and election fure, and elcape the error of the wicked.
2 Peter 1. 3—11. 1L 17, 18. And that all who are
in authority may protet and encourage {uch a quiet
and peaceable life, in all godlinefs and honefty, is
my earneft prayer.

ISAAC BACKUS,

Bofton, March 28, 1787,



