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. BE it remembered, That on the ninth dny of February, in the lhirly-thnl )md' the
s Xndependence ofthe United States of Amerien, Frances Ame1, of the sid district, bas depo-

ited in this ofilee, the title of a boow, the right whervof she claims as proprietor, in the words
following, to wit: * Works of Fisher Ames, Cotnpiled by A number of his Friends. To
whichare prefixed, Notices of his Life and Character,  Nihil tefigit quod non ornavit.”

In conftrmity to the Actof the Congress of the United Statey, enxtitled, * An act for the
encouragement of learning by ceeuring the copies of Meps; Chars;and Books to the authors
and proprictors of such copies, during the times therein mentianed ;™ and ait0 to an aet en-
titled, * An act supplementary to an act, entitled, an avt Jor the enconmgement of learning,
by securing the copies of Maps, Charts, ard Books, to the authors and preprietors of such
copies during the timek therein mentiotied 5 and extending the benefits thereof to the axtsof -
l}mgnmg, Engraving, and Etching Hhtnncal, and vther Prints.”

WILLIAM §. SHAW,
Clerk of the District of Motsachuaetts.
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:

IT has been the custom, of lute years, to put a number of
little books into tho hands of children, containing fulles and
moral lessons. This is very welly becansoe it is right fivst 1o
raise curiosity, and then to guide it. Many books for chil.
dren are, however, injudiciously compiled s the language is
too much raised above the ideas of that tender age; the
moral is drawn from tho fable, they know not why ; and when
they gain wisdom, from experience, they will see the restric-
tions and exceptions which are neccssary to the rules of
conduct laid down in thcir books, but which such books de
not give. Some of the most admired works of this kind
abound with a frothy sort of sentiment, as the readers of novels
are pleased to call 1ty the chief merit of which consists in
shedding tears, and giving away money. Is it right, or agrce-
able to good sensc, to try to make the tender age more ten-
der? Pity and generosity, though amiable impulses, are blind
oncs, and, as we grow older; are to be managed by rules, and
restrained by wisdom.

It is not clear, that the heart, at thirty, is any the softer for
weeping, at teny over one of Berquin’s fables, the point of
which turns on a beggar boy’s being ragged, and a rich man’s
son being well clad,  Some persons, indeed, appear to have
shed all their tears of sympathy before they reach the period
of mature age. Most young hearts are tender, and tender
cnough; the cbject of cducation 1s rather to dircct these
cmotions, however amiable, than to augment them.

Way then, il these books for children must be retained,
as they will be, should not the bible regain the place 1t once
held as a school book? Its morals are pure, its examples
captivating and noble. ‘The reverence for the sacred book,
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that is thus enrly impressed, lests long 3 and, probably, if not
imptressed in infancy, nover takes firm hold of the mind.
Ono consideration moere is important.  In no book is there
so grood Englishy so pure and so clegant ; and by teaching all
the sarse hoolgy they will speak alike, and the bible will justly
rematn the standard of languogo an well as of faith. A bar-
barous provincinl jargon will bo bunished, and taste, corrupted
by pompous Johnsonian affectation, will be restored.



