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By IBis Bonor

Samuel Adams, Efq.

Lieutenant-Governor and Commander in Chief of the COMMONWEALTH ¢f

MASSACHUSETTS,

For a Day of PUBLIC FASTING, JHUMILIATION and PRAYER.

i T' having been the invariable Praétice from the time when our pious and re-
i nowned Anceftors took pofleflion of this Land, at the approaching Seafon of the Year, tofetaparta Day
publicly to acknowledge an entire dependance on the Father of all Mercies for every needful Blefling,
and to exprefs Sorrow and Repentance for the manifold Tranfgreflions of His Holy Laws : And the
Practice being highly becoming all People, efpecially thofe who profefs the Chriftian Religion :
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I Have wought fit, by, and with the Advice of th:e CouncIL to appoint THUR SDAY, the Sewventeernth
Day of 4PRIZ next, to be obferved throughout this Conimonwealth as a Day of Pusric Fasting, HuMmiLiaTION and
PRAYER ; carneftly exhorting the Minifters of Religion to afl :mble with thar refpeétive Congregationis on the {fame Day—
tllat,‘ﬂ‘iﬂ"}hj Lnmrensimng our Ingratitude to our Heavenly FFather, to whom we arc under all poilible Obligations, and our ma-
ny deviations from thofe right and fafe Paths into which, as our Supreme Governor, he hath plainly direéted us, we may with
one Hecart and Voice humbly implore his gracious and free Pardon, through Jesus CHRrisT, fupplicating his Divinc aid that
we may become a reformed and happy People. At the fame timé humbly befeeching nim, mercifully to regard our Lives
and Health, fo that no infetious and mortal Diftemper may prevail amongflt us :—To favour our Land with the alternate
Benefits of Rain and warmth of the Sun; and that our hopes of a plentiful Harvelt may not be difappomnted by dcvouring
Infcéts, or any other calamity :—To profper our Trade and Iifhery, and the labour of our Hands :—'I’0 proteét our Naviga-
tion from the rapacious Hands of Invaders and Robbers on the Scas, and gracioully to open a Door of Dcliverance to our
Fellow-Citizens in cruel captivity in a Land of Barbarians y3—"To continuc and confirm our Civil and Recligious Libertics ;
and for that great purpofe to blefs and direct our Univerfity, and all Seminarics and Schools of Education :—7o guide and
fucceed the Councils of our Federal Government, as well as thofe of the feveral States in Union, that. under their refpeét-
ive Conflitutions they may be led to fuch decifions as will eftablifh the Liberty, Pcace, Safety and Honour of our country :(—
To infpire our Friends and Allies, the Republic of France, with a [pirie of Wildom and truc Religion, that firmly rclymg on
the ftrength of s Almighty Arm, they may ftill go on profperoudly, till thenr arduous Confliét for a Government of their
own, founded on the juft and cqual Rights of Men, {hall be finally crowned with {uccefs :—And above all, to caufle the Reli-
gion of Jesus Curist, in its true Sprit, to fpread far and wide, till the whole Earth thall be filled with s Glory.

And1I do carncftly recommend that all unncccrffilry IL.abour and Reccreation may Dbc ﬁlfpendcd on
{faid Day. |

G IVEN at the Council-Chamber, iz Bofton, the Ninetcenth Dy of Ycbruary, i the Year of our
LORD, One Thoufund Seven Hundred and Ninety-diour , and in the Lightcenth Year of the Independence of” the United

States of America.
SAMULEL ADAMS.

By His 1lonor’s command, with the Advice and Confent of the Gonnctl,
| J OHN AVIER Y, jun. SC‘ICI‘C[‘:.II‘Y.

, GO D fave the Commonewealth of Mafachufettr !
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