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234 CORRESPONDENCE. 

In my next, 1 may give you more proofs of his" good judiciul 
character," in the trial of l\l:ichnel Corbet and his three mess
mates, for killing Lieutenn nt- Panton, the commander of a press
gang from the Rose frigate.1 When courts of justice dare not 
t;peak in open air, nor see the daylight, where is life, liberty, Of 

property? 
'Vere I '\lritillg history, I should lIot write in this style. I 

F;honld study a language of more philosophical moderation and 
dignity. But I now cxpress to YOll. the fceling3 of my friends 
and myself at those times, and our opinions too. 

----

TO F. A. VANDf:nKEl\IP. 

Quin,:y, 2; nert'mher. 1816. 

I do deC'laf{~ that. I can write Greek beUer than you do, though 
I cannot say, 80 we,ll as you can if you will. I can make no
thillg but pothoo)\!o; and trammels of the frontispiece of yonr 
amiable loUl'r of the 15th. If yon had quoted your authority, 
I might have found it . 

.Te~us is benevolence per~ollitied, an example for all men. 
Dnpuh; lm~ made no alteration in my opinions of the Christian 
religion, in its primitive purity and simplicity, whieh I have 
entertained for more than sixty years. It is t.he religion of 
reason, equity, and love; it is the religion of the head and of 
the heart. 

It would be idle for me to write observations upon Dupuis. 
I must fill thirteen volumes. If I was twenty-five years old, 
and had the neees::mry bookt-l and leisure, I would write an an .. 
swer to Dupuis; hut when, or where, or how should I get. it 
printed? Dupuis (!an be answered, to the honor and advantage 
of tlw Chrh5tian religion as I understand it. 1.'0 this end I 
must study astrology as well as astronomy, Hebrew, Greek, 
Latin, Arabic, Per:::iall, and San8crit. 

But to leave Dupuis to be answered or reviewed in Edin
burgh or London, I must inquire into the attributes given by 

1 This lctt~r is printed in "01. ii. p. 224, note . 
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the ancient nations to their divinities; gods with stars and new 
moons in their foreheads or 011 their shoulders; gods with heads 
of dogs, horns of oxen, bulls, cows, <:alves, rams, sheep, or 
lambs; gods with the bodies of horses; gods with the tails of 
fishes; gods with the tails of dragons and serpents; gods with 
the feet of goats. '!'hc bull of lUithra; the dog of Anubis; the 
serpent of Esculapius!!!! 

Is man the most irrational beast of the forest? Never did 
bullock, or sheep, o~ sllalw imagine himself a god. \Yhat, t.hen, 

, 

can all this wild theory mean 't Can it be any thing but alle-
gory founded in astrology? Yonr l\InllHim; wOllld inform you 
as well us Dupuis. 

'l'he Hebrew unit.y of Jehovah, the prohibition of all :;imili
tudes, appear::; to me the greatest woudcr of antiquity. How 
could that nation preserve its creed among the monstrons theo
logies of all the other nations of the earth'? Revelation, you 
wHI say, and especial Providence; and I will not contradict 
you, for I cannot say with Dupuis that a revelation is hnpos
sible or improbablc. 

Christianity, you will say, was a fresh ftwelation. I will not 
deny this. As I understand the Christian rpligion, it \vas, and 
is, a revelation. But how has it happened that millions of 
fables, taJes, legends, have been blended with both Jewish and 
Christian revelation that have made thcm the most hloody reli
gion that ever existed? How has it happened that all the fine 
arts, architecture, painting, sculpture, statuary, music, poetry, 
and oratory, have been prostituted, from the creation of the 
world, to the sordid and detestable purposes of superstition and 
fraud '? 

The eighteenth century had the honor to discover that Ocel
lus of Lucania, 'l'imams of l .. ocris, Aristotle, 'racitus, Quinti
lian, and Pliny, were in the right. The philosophy of Frederic, 
Catharine, Bufion, De Ia Lande, Diderot, d' Alembel't, Condor
cet, d'Holbach, and Dupuis, appears to me to be no more nor 
less than the philosophy of those ancient mcn of science and 
letters, whose speculations came principally from India, Egypt, 
Chaldea, and Phrenieia. A consolatory discovery, to be sure! 
Let it once be revealed or demonstrated that there is no future 
state, and my advice to every man, woman, and child would 
be, as our existence would be in our own power, to take opium. 

• 
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236 CORlU~SPONDENCE. 

F'or, I am certain, there is nothing in this world worth living 
for but hope, and every hope will fail us, if the last hope, that 
of a future state, is extinguished. 

I lmow how to sympathize with a wounded leg, having been 
laid up with one for two or three months, and I have felt the 
delightful attentions of a daughter. lVlay you have the felicity 
to celebrate as many more lustres of l\ladam Vallderkemp as 
human nature can bear . 

• 
TO WILLIAM 'fUDOR. 

Quincy, 24 ,Tanuary, 1817. 

Bt'rnard, Hutchinson, ~)liver, the commissioners of the cus
toms, and their ~mtelhte8, had an espionage as inquisitive as 
zca}ou:;, and a:; faithful as that in France, before, during, or 
sincc the rcvolutioll, by which the 'rories were better informed 
of the anecdote \vhich I am about to relate to you, than the 
,\Vhigs themselvcs were in general. 'rlmt the 'rory histories 
may not hcreafter mi:;repre8cllt it without detection, I will now 
state the fads in writing, that they may remain in your ar
chives aud mine, to be used as an antidote to the poison that 
may hereafter appear.! 

The public had been long alarmcd with rumors and predic
tions that. the king, that is the ministry, would take into their 
own hands the payment of the salaries of the Judges of the Su
preme Court. 'l'!Ie people would not believe it; the most think
ing men dreaded it. r.l'hey said, "With an executive authority 
in a Governor possessed of an absolute negative on all the acts 
of the legislature, and with Judges dependent only on t.he Crown 
for salaries as well as their commissions, what protection have 
wc? ,\V c may as well abolish all limitations, and resign our 
lives and liberties at once to the will of a prime minister at St. 
Jamcs's." You remember the controversy that General Brattlc 
excited concerning the tenor of the Judges' commissions, and the 
unh'ersal anxiety that then prevailed on this subject. The des-

I The !lubstancc of this letter appears III another form in this work, but as 
there is an interval of fifteen yea~ in the date of the two compositions, it may 
be interesting to the curious to compare them. Sec vol. ii. pp. 328 - 832. 




