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SIR,
IN obedience to an Order of the legiflature of this Commonwealth, we

(L)
STON, FEBRU.1IRY 10, 18co.

have the honor to exprels to you their tharks for the excellent OraT10N
you delivered on the 8th inflant, commemorating the fublime vi:tuesof
Genera]l GEORGE WASHINGTON, and to deliie a copy for the prefs,

We dcirive much fatisfa@lion fiom the execution of in Order, which
has for its objet, a wide extenlion and permanent duration of thit grati-
fication und improvement which weie enjoyed by the liflening audience
who attended that performance. '

We have the honor to be,
With high perfonal refpe& and eficem, Sir,
Your very humble fervants.

SAMUEL PHILLIPS,
EDWARD H. ROBBINS.

The Honcrable Fisuxr Ames.

D E— . e

CENTLEMEN,

1 RECEIVE the honor conferred on me by the Legifla-
tuie of Maffackufetts, with a fenfibility which can be equalled only by my
refpe&t. In submitting the performance to publication, I know that I
expofe its imperfctions. For thefe, numerous as they are, 1 Lave no ex-
cufe but my extrems want of lcifure, duripg its preparation. Candor will,
I hope, extend ¢hat as far as it will apply.

I have the henor to be,
Gentlemen, with perfeét refpeét,
Your moit obedient and very humble fervant.
FISHER AMES.
Hororable SAMuEL Puricries,
Eowazp H. Rosrins, Efy.
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ORATION

ON THE
SUBLIME VIRTUES
OF

GENERAL GEORGE WASHINGTON,
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IT is natural that the gratitude of mankind fhould
be drawn to their bencfactors. A numocr of thefe
have fm.caﬂnclyanfcn who were no lefs difhinguith.
ed for the elevation ofﬁﬁh virtucs, than the luflre of
their talents. Of thofe ]‘zowu er who were born, anid
who atied threugh life, as-1f they were born, not for
themsclves, [)ut for tl'u::r; courtiy and the whole
human racc, how few atas ! are recorded in the long
annals of ages, and how wide the iutervals of time
and {pace that divide them.  Inall this dreary length
of way, they appear likcfive or fix light-houfes on as
many thouland milcs of coalt : they gleam upon the
furrounding darknels, with an inextnguifhable
fplendor, hike ftars feen through a mift ; but they
arc {cen like ftars, to cheer, to guide and to fave.—
WASHINGTON is now added to that fmall
number, Alicady he attrafls curiofity, Jike a newly
difeovered flar, whofe benionant light will wavel
on to tue world’s and time's fartheret bounds,  Al-
rcady bis name is hunc up by niory as cotipicu-
lously, as 1t it fperkled 1 one of the confidlatons

of the fky.
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Ty commemorating his dcath, we are cailed this
day to yicld the homage that is due to virtue : +o
confefs the common debt of mankind as well as our
own : and to pronounce for pofteriiy, now dumb,
that e]dgiu‘m, which they will dehight to echo ten
ages hence, when we arc dumb.

I consiper mylelf not merely in the mid{t of the
citizens of this town, or even of the ftate. In id-a,
I gather round me the nation. 1n the vaft and ven-
erable congregation of the patriots of all countries,
and of all enlightened men. I would, if 1 could raife
my voice, and fpeak to mankind in a ftrain wortliy
of my audience, and as clevated as my fubjett. But
how fhall I exorels emotions, that arccondemncd to
be mute, becaule they are unuticrable ? I felt, and I
was witnefs, on the day wjen the news of his death

reached us, to the throes of that grief, that fidden-
-ed every countenance, and wrung drops of agony

from the heart.  Sorrow labored for utterance, but
found none. Every man looked round for the con-
folation of other men’s tears. Gracious hecaven!
what confolation ! ezch face was convulled with for-
row for the paft : every heart fhiverced with defpair
for the future. The man who, and who alone, uni-
ted all hearts, was dead : dcad, at the moment when
his power to do good was the greatefl, and when the
afpctt of the immincent public dangers feemed noye
than ever to rcnder his aid mdifpenfable, and his
lofs irreparable : irreparable, for two WaASIIING-
TONS come not in one age.

A crier fo thoughtful, fo profound, fo mingled
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with tendernefs and admiration, {o interwoven with
our national felf-love, {o often revived by being dif-
fufed, is not to be expreflfed. You have afligned
me a tafk that is impolflible.

O 1r I could perform it, if I could illuftrate his
principles in my difcourfe as he difplayed them in
his life, if I could paint his virtues as he pra€ifed
them, :f I could convert the fervid enthufiafm of my
heart into the talent to tranfmit his fame, as
it ought to pafs, to pofterity : I fhould be the
fuccefsiul organ of your will, the minifter of
his virtues, and may I dare to fay, thc humble
partaker of his immortal glory. Thefe arc am-
bitious, deceiving hopes, and I reje€t them. For it
1s perhaps almolt as difficult, at once with judgment
and feeling, to praife great attions, as to perform
them. A lavifh and undiftinguifhingelogium is not
praife : and to difcriminate {uch excellent qualities
as were charatteriflic and peculiar to him, would be
to raile a name, as he raifed it, above envy, above
parallel, perhaps, for that very reafon, above emu-
lation.

Such a portraying of charaller, however, muft be
addrefled to the underftanding, and therefore, even
ifit were well executed, would feem to be rather an
analysis of moral principles, than the recital of a he-
ro’s exploits. It would rather conciliate conlidence
and cftecem, than kindle enthufiafm and admiration.
It would be a pitture of WASHINGTON, and
like a pifture, flat as the canvafs ; likca ftatue, cold
as the marble on which he is reprefented ; cold, alas,
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as his corple in the ground.  Ah, how unlike the
man late warm with living virtues, animated by the
foul once glowing with patriotic fires ! He is gone !
the tomb hides all, that the world could {carce cun-
tain, and that once was WASHINGTON, except
his glory ; ¢hat 1s the rich inhcritance of his coun-
try ; and his example ; ¢hat let us endeavor by de-
lincating to impart to mankind.  Virtue will place
it in her temple, Wifdom in her treafury.

Peace then to your forrows. I have done with
them. Deep as your grief is, I aim not to be pa-
thetic, I defire lefs to give utterance to the feel-
ings of this age, than to the judgment of the next.—
).ct usfaithfully reprefent theilluftrious dead, as hif-
tory will paint, as pofterity will behold him.,

Wit whatever fidelity I might execute this tafk,
I know that fome would prefer a piture drawn to
the imacination. They would have cur W A SH-
INGTGN reprefented of a giant’s fize, and in the
charatter of 2 hero of romance.  They who love to
wonder better than to reafon, would not be fatisfied
v.ith the contemplation of a great example, unlefs,
in thie exhibition, it thould be fo diftorted nto pro-
digy, as to be both incredible and ufelefs.  Others,
I hope, but few, who think meanly of human nature,
will deem itincredible,that cven WASHINGTON
fhould think with as much dignity and elevation, as
he alled ; and they would grovel in vain in tiic
fecarch for mean and {elfilh motives, that could incite
and {uftain him to devote his iife to his country.

Do not thele fuggeftions found in vour cars Lk
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a profanation of virtue? and while I pronounce
them, do you not feel a thnll of indignation at your
hearts ? Forbear. Time never fails to bring cvery
exalted reputation to a ftrict fcrutiny : the world,
in pafling a judgment that 1s never to be reverfed,
will deny all partiality, even tothe name of WASH-
INGTON. Letit be denied: for its juftice will
confer glory.

Svcu a lifeas WASHINGTON s cannot de-
rive honor from the circumflances of birth and ¢du
cation, though it throws back a luftre upon boih,—
With an inquifitive mind, that always profited by
the lights of others, and was unclouded by pallions
of its own, he acquired a maturity of judgment, rarc
in age, unparalleled in youth,  Perhaps no youns
man had foearly laid up a life’s ftock of matctials
for {olid refle..1on, or {fetiled fo foon the priicipics
and habits of his conduét.  Grey expericnce if'ea
cd to his counfels with relpeét, and at 2 time vwihen
youth is almoft privileged to be rath, Virginia coin-
mitted the fafety of her frontier, and uliimatcly the
falety of America, not merely to his valor, for
that would be fcarcely praife ; but to his prudence.

It is notn Indian wars that heroes are <l bra-
ted ; but it 1s there they are formed.  No cnemy
can be more formidable, by the cralt of iy ambuth-
es, the [nddennels of his onfet, or the ferociiy of his
vengeance. The foul of VWVASHINGTON was
thus exercifed o danger 5 snd onthe Iinttel, asvon

every other, itappeared firm madverhity, cooim ac-
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tion, undaunted, felf-poflefled.  His {pirit, and ftill

more hi< prudence, on the occafion of Braddock’s de-
seat diffuled his name throughout Amciica, and a-
crofs the atlantic. Even then his country viewed him
with complacency, as her moft hopetul fon.

A the peace of 1763, Great-Britain, in confe-
quence of her vittories, ftood in a pofition to pre-
{cribe her own terms.  She chofe, perhaps, better
for us than for herfelf : for by expelling the
French from Canada, we no longer feaied hoftile
neighbors ; and we f{oon found jult caufe to be
afraid of our protettors. We difcerned even then
a truth, which the conduct of France has fince fo
firongly confirmcd, that there is nothing which the
gratitude of weak ftates can give, that will fatisfy
ftrong allics for their aid, but authority. Nations
that want protettors, will have mafters. Our feutle-
ments, no longer checked by enemies on the fron-
tier, rapidly increafed ; and it was difcovered that
Amcrica was growing to a fize that could defend
itfeif,

I~ this, perhaps unforefeen, but at length obvi.
ous flate of things, the Britifh government concciv.
cd a jealoufy of the colonies, of which, and of their
intended meafures of precaution, they made no
fecret,

Thus it happened, that their forefight of the evil
aggravated its {ymploms, and accelerated its pro.
grels.  The colonies perceived that they could
not be governed as before, by affettion ; and rcfol-
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ved that they would notbe governed by force,  No.-
bly refolved! for had we fubmitted to the Pritifh
claims of right, we {hould have lad, il any, l¢fs than
our ancient liberty 5 and held what misht have been
left by a worc tenure.

Ovu r nation, like its great lcader, had only to take
counfel from its courage. When WASHING-
TON heard the voice of Lis country i diftrefs, his
obedience was promut ; and thoush his facrifices
were great, they colt him no effort.  Neither the
obje& nor the limits of my plan, permit me to di-
latc on the military cvents of the revolutionary war.,
Our hiftory is but a tranfuiipe of his clarms on our
gratitude. Our houits boar teftimony, that they
are claims not to be fatisiicd.  Wien overmaiched
Dy muambers; a fugitive, with a little band of faith-
ful foldiers ; the States as much exhaufled as dif-
mayed ; be explored his own undaunted beart, and
found there refources to retrieve our affairs.  We
have {een him difplay as much valor as gives fanie
to heroes, and as confummate prudence as enfures
fuccefs to valor ; fcarlefs of dangers that weic
perfonal to hin ; hefitating and cautious, when
they affected his country ; preferring fume before
fafety orrepole; and duty, before fame.

Rome didnot owe more to Fubius, than Anierica
to WASHINGTON. Our nation !hares with
iim the finsular elory of having conduded a civil
war with mildnels, and a revoluticn. with order.

T cvent of that war feemed to crown Ihc fcli-

!

city and slory both of Americaand it, Clicf,  U-
B
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ul that contelt, a great part of the civilized world
had been furprifingly ignorant of the force and cha-
ratter, and aimoflt of the extftence, of the Britifh
Colonies. They had not retained what they knew,
nor fclt curiofity to know the ftate of thirteen wretch-
ed {ettlements, which vaft woods nclofed, and ftill
valter woods divided from cach other. They did
notview the colonifts fo much a people, as a race of
fugitives, whom want, and folitude, and intermixture
with the favages, had made barbarians.  Great-
Britain, thzy faw, was elate with her vitories: Eu-
rope ftood in awe of her power : her arms made the
thrones of the moft powerful unfteady, and difturb-
ed the tranquillity of their States, with an agitation
more extenfive than an earthquake. As the giant
Enccladus is fabled to lie under Etna, and to fhake
the mountain when he turns his limbs, her holtility
was felt to the extremities of the world. It reached
to both the Indies ; inthe wilds of Africa, it obitruc.
ted the commerce in flaves; the whales, finding, ir
time of war, a refpite from their purfuers, could
venture to fport between the tropics, and did not
flee, as in peace, to hide beneath the ice-fields of the
polar circle.

A r this time, while Great-Britar . wiclded a force
not Inferior to that of the Roman empire under Tra-
jan, fuddenly, altonifhed Furope bcheld a fceble
people, tull then unknown, fland forth, and defy thi
giant to the combat. It was [o uncqual, all expeét-
ed it would bz thort.  The events of that war were

{o many mivacles, that attraéled; as much perhaps as

’
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any war ever did, the wonder of mankind. Our
final fuccefs exalted their admiration to its highcft
point : they allowed to WASHINGTON all that
is due to tranfcendent virtue, and to the Americans
more than is due to human nature. They confi-
dered us a race of Wasurwcrons, and admnitted
that nature in America was fruiiful only in prodigics,
Their books and their travellers, cxazgerating and
diftorting all their reprelentations, aliilied to eftab-
lith the opinion, that this is a new world, with a new
order of men and things adapted to it; that here
we prattife indultry, amidlt the abundance that re-
quires none; that we have morals fo refined, that
we do not need laws ; and though we have them,
yet we ought to confider their exccution as an infuit
and a wrong ; that we have virtue without weakiel-
fes, fentiment without pellions, and hiberty without
{factions. Thele illubions, in fpitc of thewr ablmdi-
ty, and, perhaps, becaulc they are ablurd envughto
have dominion over the imagination only, have been
rcceived by many of the malecontents agam!t the
governiments of Eurcpe, and induced them to enst-
grate.  Such 1illufions are too {oothing to vanity, to
be entirely checked in their carrency among Amie-
ricans.

THey have been pernicious, as they chortih falfe
ideas of the rights of men and the durics of ruleis,
They have led the citizens to look for liborty, whae
1t is not; andto confider the governm vty which s
its caftle, as its prifon,

WASHINGTON ctired to Moust Vernon,
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and the eyes of the world followed him. He left
his countrymen to their fimplicity and their paffions,
and their glory foon departed.  Europe began to be
undeceived, and it {feemed for a time, as if, by the
acquilition of independence, our citizens were dif-
appointed. The Confedcration was then the ouly
compatt made “to forin a perfect union of the
States, to cltavhih jultice, to enfure the tranquiliity,

b ]

and provide for the {ceurity of the nation ;” and ac-
cordingly, union was a name that ftill commanded
reverence, though not obedience,  The {yftem cal-
led juilice war, i fome of the States, iniquity redu-
ced o clementary principles; and the public tran-
quillity was fuen a portentous ¢alm, as rings in deep
caverns before the explofion of an earthquake,
Mot of the S:ates then were in fatt, though not in
{form, unbalanced democracies. Reafon, it is true,
{poke audibly in their conftitutions; paflion and
prejudice louderin their laws. It is to the honor
of Maffuchufetts, that itis chargeable with httle de-
viation from principles. Its adhcrence to them
was one of the caufes of a dangerous rebellion. It
was fcarccly poilible that fuch governments {hould
not be agitated by parties, and that prevailing par-
tics fhould not be vindictive and unjult.  Accord-
iply, in fome of the States, creditors were treated
as outlaws; bankrupts were armed with legai autho
rity to be perfecutors ; and, by the fhock of all
confidence and faith, fociety was fhaken to its foun-
dations.  Liberty we had; but we dreaded its a-
bufe almolt as much as its lofs; and the wife, who
deplored the ong, clearly forefaw the other.



43

Tue States were alls begomins formidable to
cach other.  Trubute, undor the nunmic ol nupotl,
was for feveral yearslevied by e of - commcr-
cial States upoi therr nershibors.  Lealuies of yeta.
Lation were reforted o, and mutuad sccrimmotions
had begun to wher the reliannents, whole never
failing progrefs among States v mioic b e, vens-
geance, and war.,

Truz peace of Amurica hung by a tucad, and
fa-tions were clready fnarpening el weapons 1o
cut it.  The project of threcicparate cupiies v A-
merica was begloning to be bhoacid, @ o ith pio-
grels of licentioulnels would have foon renderid hee
ciiiz-ns u nfitfor liberty i cither of them. Anase
of bloo { and nufery would Liave pun fhed our dil-
unioa : But thefe were not the contiderations to de-
ter ambiton {rom its purpole, while there were fo
tany clicunilances i our poliical fitwation to fa-
v it

~thts awful erifis, which all the wife £ much
dr._-.‘ b e thing, Yot which appears, ona rairot
pect. o mach more dreadful than thair foars 5 fome
ma e cann g, who pollddlod a comnrunding pow-
er over o popular patiions, but over viom thole
patiro ad a0 power.—Tihat men was WS-
INGTON.

H 15 nume, at the head of fuch a LU of worthies
as would reflect honor on thaiv count =, 12 s vro-
per weisht with all the cx;‘.i,ﬁaz;:‘.(r;i, atin oo it
all the well difpofed amonn the i 10 mand ot
zens, and, blefivd be Ged ! tic Conliiivtion was
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adopted.  Yes, to the eternal honor of America a-
monyg the natious of the earth, it was adopted, in
fpite of the obflacles which, in any other country,
and perhaps in any other age of this, would have
been infurmountable; in {pite of the doubts and
fears, which well meaning prejudice creates for jt-
{clf, and which party fo artfully inflames intwo ftub-
bornnefs ; in {pite of the vice, which it has fubjetted
to reftraint, and which is therefore its immortal and
implacable foe ; in {pite of the oligarchics in fome
of the States, from whom it fhatched dominion; it
was adopted, and our country enjoys one more nva-
luable chance for its union and happinefs : invalua-
ble ! if the retrofpect of the dangers we have efcaped
{hall {ufficiently inculcate the principles we have fo
tardily eftablithed. Perhaps multitudes are not to
be taught by their fears anly, without {uffering
much to deepen the impreffion: for experience
brandifhes in her {chool a whip of f{corpions, and
teaches nations her fuinmary leffons of wifdom by
the fcars and wounds of their adverf{ary.

Twxe amendments which have been projetied in
fomec of the States fhew, that in them at lcaft, thefe
leflons are not well remembered. Ina confederacy
of States, fomc powerful, others weak, the weaknefs
of the federal union willy fooner or later, encourage,
and will not reftrain, the ambition and injuftice of
the members. The wecak can no otherwife be
ftrong or fafe, but in the energy of the national go-
vernment.  Itis this defeét,—which the blind jca-
louly of the weak States not unfrequently contri-



15
butes to prolong,—that has proved fatal to all the
confedcrations that ever exifted.

AvtnovucH it was impolhible that fuch merit as
WASHINGTGN? s fhould not produce envy, it
was fcarcely poflible that, with fuch a tranfcendent
reputation, he fhould have rivals.  Accordingly, ic
was unanimoufly chofen Prefident of the United
States.

As a general and a patriot, the meafure of his glo-
ry was already full : there was no fame lcft for him
to excel but his own; and even that tafk, the
mightieft of a'l his labors, his civil magiftracy has
accompliflicd.

No fooner did the new government begin its au-
fpicious courfe, than order fecmed to arife out of
confufion. The governments of Europe had fecir
the old Confederation finking, {qualid and pale, into
the tomb, when they beheld the new American Re-
public rife fuddenly from the ground, and, throwin:;
oft its grave cloaths, exhibiting the ftature and pro.
portions of a young giant, refrefhed with flecp.
Commerce and indultry awoke, and were cheerful
at their labors ; for credit and confidence awoke
with them. Every where was the appearance of
profperity ; and the only fear was, that its progrefs
was too rapid, to confill with the purity and fimplict.
ty of ancient manners,  The cares and labors.of ti ©
Prefident were incefiant : his exhortations, exampi-,
and authority, were employed to excite zeal and ac-
tivity for the pubiic fervice: able officers were fo-

\“-) > - '.: r - . - : . on * ° Tyl y. ¥
lecied, ondv for hir mierits; and fome of Gom e
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markably diftinguified them%lves by their fuccefs-
{ul manazement of the public butinels.  Govern-
ment was adminiflered  with fuch intesity, without
mvilery, and in fo profperous a courfe, that it
fecmed to be wholly employedin aéts of beneficence,
Though 1t hias made many thoufand malecontents,
ithas never, by its rigor or ijuftice made one man
wretched.

Sucu was the flate of publicaffairs :  and did it
not {cem perfectly to enfure umnterrupted harmony
to the ciuzens P did thev not, m refpect to ther go-
vernment and ies adiniotftration, poflefs their whole
hearts defire 2 Toey had feen and (uffered long the
want of'an ethcient conftitution: they had freely ra-
tficd it = they faw WASHINGTON, their tried
fricnd, the father of his country, invefted with its
powers. They knew that he could not exceed or
betray them, without forfeizing bis own reputation,
Confider, for a inoment, what a reputation it was :
Suchas no mancver before pofleficd by {o clear a
title, and in fo high a degree.  His faine {feemzd in
its purily to exceced even its brightnels © othce took
honor from li. acceptance, but conferred nere,
Awmbition ifood aweid and darkened by his thadow,
For wlere, throu h the widde eaitiy, was the man fo
vain as to dilpute precedonee with hrmyor what
were the honors that cou! ! miske tle pofieflor
VWASHINGTON s fuperior 2 Refined an.l com-
plex as the ileas of virtne are, even the svols
could difcern ia his hife the infinite fuperiorty of

her rewards, Mankind perceived fome change in
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Their ideas of greatnefs : the {plendor of power, and
even of the name of conqucror, had grown dim in
their eyes. They did not know that \WASHING-
TON could augment his fame ; but they knew and
felt, that the world’s wealih, and 1ts cmpire too,
would be a bribe far beneath his acceptance.

TH1s is not exagygeration : never was confidence
in a man and a chief magiftratc more widely diffu-
fed, or more folidly cftablithed.

Ir it had been in the nature of man that we fhould
enjoy liberty, without the agitations of party, the
United States had a right, under thefe circumitun-
ces, to expett it: but it was impoflible.  Where
there is no liberty they may be exempt from party.
It will fcem ftrange, but it {carcely admits a doubt,
that there are fewer malecontents in Turkey, than in
any free ftate in the world,  Where the people have
no power, they cnter into no contefls, and arc not
anxtous to know how they fhall ufe it.  The fpirit'
of difcontent becomes torpid for want of employ-
ment, and fizhs idelf toret. The people floep
{oundly mn their chains, and do not cven dream of
their weisht.  They lofe their turbulence with their
encrgy, and become as tractable as any other ani-
mals: a [tate of degradation, in which they extort
our {corn, and cngage our pity, for the milery they
do not feel.  Yet that heart 1s a bafe one, and fit
only for a llave’s bofom, that would not bleed free-
ly, rather than fubmit to fuch a condition ; for hber-
tv with all its parties and agitations is more defirable

c



18

than (lavery.  Who would not prefer the republics
of ancient Greece, where hiberty once fubnited in
its excels, its delirium, terrible in its chaims, and
gliftening to the laft with the blaze of the very fire
that confumed 1t ?

I po not know that I ought, but T am fure that I
do, prefer thofe republics to the dozing flavery of
modern Greeee, where the degraded wretches have
fuffered fcorn till they merit it, where they tread on
clallic ground, on the afhes of heroes and patriots,
unconfcious ol their anceftry, 1ignorant of the pature
and almoft of the name of liberty, and infenfible
cven to the pallion for it.  Who, on this contruft,
can forbear to fay, it is the modern Greece that lies
buried, that fleeps forgo‘ten in the caves of Turk-
ifh darknels ? Itis the ancient Greece, that lives in
remembrance, that is fhll bright with glory, fill freih
in immortal youth. They are unworthy of liberty,
who entertain a lefs exalted 1dea of its excellence,
The misfortune 1s, that thofe who profefs to be its
moft paflionate admirers have, gencrally, the leaft
comprehenon of its hazards and immpediments :—
they cxpetl thct an enthufiaftic adiration of its na-
ture, will reconcile the multitude to the irkfomenc(s
of its reftraints,  Deluiive cxpeétation ! WASII-
INGTON was not thr: deluded. We have his
folemn warning againft the often fatal propenfities of
liberty.  He had refleét:d, that men are oiten falfe
to their country and their henor. falie to dnty and
even to their interclt ; but mulutudes of men are
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nevet long falfe or deaf to their paffions ; thefe will
find obftacles inthe laws, aflociates in party. The
fcllowfhips thus formed, are more intimate, and 1m-
pofc commands more imperious than thole ot{ociety.

Tuus party forms a ftatc withinthe ftate, andis an-
imated by a rivalfhip, fear, and hatred, of its fupe-
rior. When this happens, the merits of the sovern-
ment will become {rcth provocations and offences;
for they are the merits of an encmy.  No wonder

“then, that as foon as yarty found the virtue and

glory of WASHINGTON were obllacles, the at-
tempt was made, by czlumny, to furmount them
both. For this, the greateft of all his trials, we know

.that he was prepared.  He knew that the govern.

meat muft poflefs fufficient firength front within or
without, or fall a victim to faction.  This interior
ftrength wasplainly inadequatc to its defence, unlefs
it could be reinforc ! from witheut by the zcal and
patriotifm of the citizens ; and thi, latter refource
was certainly asa~ceflible to Prefident WASHING-
TON, as to any chief Magillrate that ever lived.
The life of the federal government, Fe conlidered,
was in the breath of the people’s noftrils : whenever
they fhall happen to be [o infatuared or infiamed
as to abandon its defencey 1ts end malt b as fpeedy,
and might be as *ragicaly as a conftituaon for France,

* \WHiLe the Preiident vas dius admim[tcring

NOTE.
The Government of Maflachufetts has marifefted more than once. and fo
latcly as the laft year, a wile ditcernmesnt of tle Pt Loy s e

tain ufurping ciaims by flates. and of lan ey propo.ed 1o anuii, wder
" .

the name of amending the conilitution,
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the govémment, i fo wifc and juft a manner, as to
engacce the great majority of the enlightened and
virtuous citizens to co-operate with him for its fup-
po-t, and while he indulged the hope that time and
habit werc confirming their attachment, the French
revolution had reached that point in its progrefs,
when its terrible principles began to agitate all civil-
ifed nations. I will not, on this occaflion, detain
you to excels, though my thoughts teem with it
my deep abhorrence of that revolution ; 1ts defpot-
ifm, by the mob or the military, from the firft, and
its hypocrily ol morals to the laft. Scenes have pafl-
“ed there which exceed defcription, and which, for
other reafons, T will not attempt to defcribe ; for it
would not be pollible, even at this diftance of time,
and with the fea between us and France, to go thro’
with the recita! of them, without perceiving horror
gather Iike a frolt, about the heart, and almolt ftop
its pulfe.  That revolution has been conftant in no-
thing but its vicillitrdes, and its promiles ; always
delufive but always renewed, to eftablifh philofo-
phy by crimes, and liberty by the {fword. The peo-
ple of France, if they are not like the modernGrecks,
find their cap of liberty is a foldier’s helmet : and,
with all their imitation of diftators and confuls, l.hc-ir
exatteft iimilitude to the Roman ornaments, 1s in
their chains. The nztions of Europe percelve ano-
ther refemblance in their all conquering ambition.

"The examplc has kad its proper weight, to produce, in ot her fiates, a like
zealous and prompt {uppoit of the national government.
Long may fuch patriotic zeal continue, and ever may its efforts obtamn a
Lik= fuccefs !
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Bur itis not only the influence of that event on
Amnica, and on the meafures of the Prefident, that
b.1vigs to my fubject. It would be ungratefully
wiong to his character to be filent moreipect to a
part of it, which has the moft fignally iliultrated
his virtues.

Tre genuine charafter of that revolution is not
even yet fo well underftood as the dictates of felf-
piefervation require it thould be.  The chief duty
and care of all sovermments is to protect the rizhes
of propcrty, and the tranquility of fociety.  The
leaders of the French Revoluuon, from the heoin-
nivy. excited the poor agamft the rich : This has
made the rich poor, but 1t will never make the poor
rich. Oun the contrary, thcy were uled only as
blind inftruments to make thofc leaders maflters, fift
ot the alverie party and then of the ftate. Thus
the powers of the itate, were turned round into a di-
rection exactly contrary to the proper onc, not to
preferve tranquility and reftrain violence, bur to ex-
cite violence by the lure of power, and plunder and
venzeance.  Thus all France has been, and (il is,
as much the prize of the ruling party, as a captur-
ed thip,and if any right or pofleflion has efcaped
confilcation, there 1s none that has not been liable
to it,

‘Tuus it clearly appears, that, in its origin, its
character, and 1ts means, the government of that
country is revolutionary ; that is, not only different
from, but directly contrary to, every regular and
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we!l ordered fociety. It is a danger, fimilar in its
kind, and at lca-t cqual 1 depree to thaty with
which ancient Rome menaced her encmics.  The
allies of Rome were flaves ; and it cost fome hun-
dred years efforts of her policy and arms, to make
her enemies her allies.  Nations, at this day, can
truft no better to treaties ; they cannot even truft to
arms, unlels they are ufed with a fpirie and per-
fcverance becoming the magnitude of their danger,
For the French Revolution has been, from the first,
hoftile to all right and juftice, to all peace and or-
der in fociety ; and therefore its very exiftence,
has been a ftate of warfare againft the civilized
world ; and molt of all againit frce and orderly re-
publics,  For fuch are never without factions,
rcady to be the allies of France, and to aid her in

the work of deftruction.  Accordingly, {carcely
~any but rcpublics have they fubverted.  Such go-
vermments, by fhewing in prattice what republican
liberty 75, detect French impoflure, and fhew what
thoir pretexts are not.

To fubvert them, therefore, they had, befides the
facility that faflion affords, the double excitement
of removing a reproach, and converting their great-
cft obftacles into their moft efficient auxilianies.

W o then, on carcful reflcétion, will be furprifed
that the French and their partizans, inftantly con-
ccived the delire, and made the moft powerful at-
temnpts, to revolutionize the American government?
But it will hereafter feem ftrange, that their ex-
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ceffes fthould be excufed, as the effcfls of a ftruggple
for liberty, and that {fo many of ourcitizens fhould
be flattered, while they were infulted, with the idea,
that our example was copied, and our principlcs
purfued.  Nothing was ever more falle, or more
fafcinating. Our liberty depends on our education,
our laws, and habits, to which even prcjudices
yield; on the difperfio: of our people on farms,
and on the almolt cqual diffufion of property; it
is founded on morals and religion, whole authority
reigns in the heart, and on the influence all thefe
produce on public opinion before thai opinion go-
verns rulers. Here liberty is refiramnt: there itis
violence @ here it 1s mild and cheering, like the
morning {un of our fummer, brightening the hills
and making the vallies green; there it is like the
fun, when his rays dart peftilence on the fands of
Africa. American Liberty calms and reftrains the
licentious paflions, like an angel that favs to the
winds and troubled feas, be {till. But how has
French licentioufnels appeared to the wretched cit-
izens of Switzerland and Venice. Do not their
haunted imagzmations, even when they wake, repre-
{fent heras a monltery with eyes that flalh wild-fire,
hands that hudl thunderbolts, a voice that {hakes
the foundation of the hills ? She {tands, and her
ambition mcalures the earth; fhe fpeaks, and an
epriemic fury {vizes the nations,

E:zixtixcre islost upon us, if we deny that
it hud [oied 2 large part of the American nation.

-
.



24

It is as fober, and intellizent, as free, and as worthy
to be free as any in the world - Yer, like all other
people, we have pallions and prejulices, ani they
had reecived a violent impulse, which, for a vune,
milled us.

Jacosin1sm had become here, as in France,
rather a fect than a party; infpining a fanaticifin
that was equally mtolerant and contagious. The
deluiion was general cnough to be thonght the voice
of the pcople—therefore claiming authority with-
out proof; and j:alous enough to exatt acquief-
cence without a mannerof contradiction. Some pro-
grefs was made in training multitudes to be vin-
diclive and ferocious. To them nothing feemed
amiable but the revolutiona:y jultice of Paris; no-
thing terrible but the government and juftice of
America. The very name of patriets was claimed
and applied in proportion as the citizens had alien-
ated their hearts from America, and transferred
them to their foreign corrupter : Party difcerned
its intimate coancction of interelt with France, and

confummated its proflizacy by yielding to foreign
1ufluence.

Tne views of thefe allics required that this coun-
try fthould engage in war with Great Britain.  No-
thing lefs would give to France all the means of
annoying this dreaded rival.  Nothing lcfs would
enfure the f{ubjertion of Aunerica, as a fatcllite to
the ambition of Fiance : Nothins cile could make
a rcvolution here pertectly meviavle,



25

For this end the minds of the citizens were art.
fully inflamed, and the moment was watched, and
impatiently waited for, when their long heated
paflions fhould be infufion, to pour them forth,
like the lava of a volcano, to blacken and confume
the peace and government of our country.

Tus fyltematic operations ofa faction under for-
eign influence had began to appear, and were fuc-
cefsfully purfucd, ina manner too deeply alarming to
be foon forgotten. Who of us does ot remember this
worft of cvils in this worlt of ways ? Shame would
forget, if it could, that i onc of the ftates, amend-
ments were prepoled, to braak down the Federal
Senate, wlich, as in the {tate governments, 1s a
great bulwark of the public order. To brecak down
anothcr, an extravagant judiciary power was claim-
ed for the ftates. In another {tate, a rebellion was fo-
mented by the agent of France: and who, without
indignation, can rcmember, that the powers of gov-
croment were openly ufurped ; troops levied, and
fhips fitted out to fight for her ? Nor can any true
friend to our government confider, without dread,
that, {foon afterwards, the trecaty making power was
boldly challenscd for a breach of the governnien:,
from which the conftitution has wely withholucnit.

I axopprefled. and know not how to procecd
with my {iibjcét—WASHINGTON, bleflid be
God! whoendaued hun with wifdom, end clothed
him with power—WASILHNGTON  iffued his
proclamaticn of neutrelity, and, atan carly povn
anclled the intriznes oF Prance and the puilicns of

-

i d
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his countrymen, on the very edge of the preci-
pice—of war and revolution.

Tuis a&t of firmnels, at the hazard of his repu-
tation and pcacc, entitles him to the name of the
firlt patriot.  Time was gained for the citizens to
recover their virtue and good fenfe, and they foon
recovered them,  The crilis was pafled, and Ame-
rica was faved.

You and I, moft refpetted citizens, fhould be
fooner tired than fatisfied in recounting the particu-
lars of this illuftrious man’s life.

How great he appeared, while he adminiftered
the Government ; how much greater when he reti-
red from it ; how he accepted the chief military
command under his wife and upright fucceflor ;
how his life was unfpotted like his fame, and how
his death was worthy of his life—are fo many dif-
tin& fubjetls of inftruction, and each of them fingly
n:ore than enough for an eulogium. 1 leave the
talk, however, to biftory and to polterity ; they will

be faithful to it,

It is not impollible, that fome will affeét to con-
fider the honors paid to this great patriot by the na-
tion, as excellive, idolatrous, and degrading to frec-
men who are all equal. * I anfwer, that refufing to
virtue 1ts legitimate honors would not prevent
their being lavifhed, in future, on any worthlefs
and ambittous favorite,  If thus day’s example
fhould have its natural effect, it will be falutary.
Let fuch honors be fo conterred only when, m fu-
ture, they fhall be {o mevited @ then the public fen-
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timent will not be mifled, nor the principles of a juft
equality corrupted. The beft evidence of reputa-
tion isa man’s whole life. We have now, alas!
all WASHINGTON's beforc us. There has
fcarcely appeared areally great mun, whole charac-
ter has been more admired in his life ume, or lefs
correttly underftood by hisadinirers.  When it 1s
comprehended, it is no ealy tafk to delmcate its ex-
ccllencies in fuch a manner, as to’ give to the por-
trait both intereft and refeinblance.  Forit requires
thought and ftudy to underftand the truc ground of
the fuperiority of bis charafter over many others,
whom he refembled in the principles of attion, and
even in the manncr of atting. But perhaps he ex.
cels all the great men that ever lived, in the fteadi-
nefs of his adherence to his maxims of life, and in
the uniformity of all his conduét to the fame max.
ims Thofe maxims, though wife, were yct not {o
remarkable for their wifdorm, as for their authority
over his life: for if there were any errors in his
judgment, (and he difcovered as few as any man) we
know of no blemifhes in virtucs. He was the pa-
triot, without reproach : he loved his country well
enough to hold his fuccels in ferving it an ample re-
compence. Thus far {clf-love and love of country
coincided : but when his country nceded ficriiices,
that no other man could, er perhaps woulld e wil-
ling to make, he did not even helitate,
virtue in its moft cxalied charaller.  MMore than
once he put his fame at hazard, when hie had rea.
fon to think it would be facrificed : at icafty inthis

Tins was
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age, two inftances cannot be denied : when the ar-
my was difbanded ; and again, when he ftood like
I.conidas at the van of the Thermophila, to defend
our independence againit France.

It is indeed almolt as difficult to draw his char-
aller, as the portrait of virtue. The rcafons are
{fimilar, Our ideas of moral excellence are ob-
{fcure, becaufe they are complex, and we arc oblig-
ed to refort to illufirious WASHINGTONs ex-
amplc, as the happieft to thew what virtue is ; and
to delineate his charaéler, we namrally expatiatc on
the beauty of virtue. Much muft be felt, and much
imagined. His pre-eminence is not fo much to be
fcen in the difplay of any one virtue, as in the pof-
feflion of them all, and in the prattice of the moft
difficult, Heve often, therefore, his charaéter
muft be ftudied before 1t will be ftriking : and then
it will be admitted as a modcl, a precious one to a
free republic.

Irisno lefsdifficult to fpedk of his talents : they
were adapted to lead, without dazzling mankind :
and to draw forth and cmploy the talents of others,
without bcing milled by them. In this he was
ccertainly fuperior, that he never miftook nor mif.
applied his own. s grcat modefly and referve
would have conccaled them, if great occafions had
nct called them forth : and then, as he never {poke
from the affettation to fhine, nor added from any
{in:fter motives, it is from their effects only that we
can judge of their greatnefs and extent.  In public
trufls, where men, aéting confpicuoufly or cautious,
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and In thofe privaie concerits, wirre fow to conceal
or relift their weaknefles, WASHINGTON was
uniformly great : purfumz rizht cendut from
right maxims. Ilis talents were fuch, as 2fliit a
found judgment and ripen withit : his prudnce
was confummate and feemed to take the direchion
of all his powers and pafions : for, as a foldier, hie
was more foiicitous to avoid miitakes ihat miahtbc
fatal, than to perform exploits that are bnilliant:
. ard as a ftatelman, toadhere to the jufl principles,
however old, than to purfue novelies : and there-
fore, in both characters, his qualitics were fingular-
lv adapted to theinteredt, and were tried i the sreat-
cit perils of the country.  IHis habits of inquiry
veere {o far remarkable, that he was never lanified
with inveltigating, nor delifted from ity fo Jonyg as
he had lefs than all the light he could ebtain upon
a fubject ; and then he made his decifion without
bias. |

F111s command over the partialitics that fo gene-
nerally ftop men fhort, or turn them @hde in thar
putluit of truth, 15 ¢ne of the chiref caules of Lis un-
varied courle of right conduct 1 {o many difiicult
{cenes, where every human witor uft be preiu-
med to err.

I'r he had ftrong pafiions, he had leamed to fub-
due them, and to be moderate and omld,  1i ke had
weak nerves, he concea’ed them, whichi i rare, and
cxcluded them from the government of his temper
and condudt, which is ftill more rare. I he loved

fame, he ncver macdc imvroncr comyliances for
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what 1s called popularity. The fame he enjoyed is
of the kind that will lalt forever; yct it was rather
the eflc&, than the motive of his condutt. Some
future Plutarch will fearch for a parellel to his cha-
rattcr.  Epaminondas 1s perhaps the brightelt
na.e of all antiquity.  Our WASHINGTON re-
{cmbled him in the purity and ardor of his patrio-
tifin ; and, like him, he firft exalted the glory of his
country. There is to be hoped, the parallel ends:
for Thebes fell with Epaminondas. But {fuch com-
parifons cannot be purfued far, without departing
from the fimilitude, For we fhall find it as diffi-
cult to compare great men as great rivers. Some
wc admire for the length and rapidity of their cur-
rent, and the grandeur of their cataraéts : others for
the majeltic filence ard fullnefs of their ftrcams : we
cannot bring them together to meafure the differ-
ence of their waters. The wnambitious life of
WASHINGTON, declining fame yet courted by
it, {ccmed, like the Ohio, to choofo 1ts long way
through folitudes, diffufing fertility, or, like his
own Potowmac, widening and deepening his chan-
ncl, as ic approaches the fea, and difplaying moft
the ulefulnels and ferenity of his greatnefs towards
the end of his courfe.  Such a citizen would do ho-
nor to any country. The conftant veneration and
atkettion of his country will fhew, that it was worthy
oi fucha cuizen.

However his militarv fainc may excite the won-
der of mankind, it 1s chiefly by his civil magiftracy,
that ks cxam})ré will inftruct them.  Great gene-
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rals have arifen in all ages of the world, and per-
haps moft in thofe of defpotifm and darknefs. In
times of violence and convulfion, they rife, by the
force of the whirlwind, high enough to ride i,
and direét the florm.  Like metcors, they giarc in
the black clouds with a f{plender, that, while 1t daz-
zles and terrifies, makes nothing vifible but tie
darknefs. The fame of hcroes is indeed growing
vulgar : they muluply on every long war: they
ftand in hiftory, and thicken in their ranks, and al-
moft as undiftinguifhed as their own foldiers,

But fuch a Chicf Magiltrate as WASHING-
TON, appears like the Pole Star in a clear iky, to
dircét the fkilful Statefman. His prelidency will
form an epoch, and be diftinguifhed as theage of
WASHINGTON. Already it aflumes its high
place in the political region.  Like the milky wav,
it whitens along its allotted portion of the hemif-
phere. The lateft gencrations of men will furvey,
through the telefcope of hiftory, the {pace where fo
many virtucs blend their rays, and dclight to fepa-
rate them into groups and diftintt virtues.  As the
beft illuftrations of them, the living monument, to
which the firflt of Patricts would have chofen o
confign his fame, 1t 1s my carnelt prayer to hLcaven,
that our country may fubfilt, cven to the late day,
inthe plenitude of its liberty and happinels, ud
mingic its mild glory witch WASHINCTOY .

TS
I
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