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TO THE
Right Honourable
The LADY

IMPRIMAT UR, MARGARET RUSSELL

) ' Mayi Your Honour.
Fum. 13, Guil. Needbam. .dj i Pleﬂﬁ ’ .
1687. - EING to expole this

T ranflation to a World;
| who generally have a great
indifference ( not to fay a-
v’erﬁon) for the Myfteries of
OUR RELIGlON ef-
 pecially Thatof the HOLY

/ hUCHARIST and have
A 2 efpou-




The Epiftle

efpoufed Maxims quite op-

poﬁt‘c to 1 hofe here laid
down, T had rcafon to be-
lieve it would ftand inneed

of aPowerful Authority to |

{upport and vindicate it a-
oainft the Cavils and Pre-
judices, that in the minds
of many may rife againft
the Szbjecks it treats of. And
as 1 was looking about for

fuch a PATRONAGLE,

which(at oncc)might as well

by its GREATNESS au-

thorize and commend, as
by its COODNESS ex-
. | emplifie

- Dedicatory.
emplifie andatteit them, it
was my happinefs to fix up-
on YOUR HONOGUR,
who is fo fignally and in-
conteftably poficit of both
thefe Advaniages. T,
MADAM, wastheCon.
fideration made ine aipice
to the boldnels of craving
YO UR ILLUS R G-
OUS NAME, to counte-
nance thefc Papers;in condie-
{cending to which, as your
HONOUR will do ma-
nifelt Fuftice o PLE LY,
{o will it be interpreted a

A3 tran-



The Epifle, &c.
tranfcendent Favour to,and
ever acknowledged as fuch

by,
May it pleafe Your Honour,
YOUR HONOUR’S moft humbly

devoted & obedient Servant,

Paul Lorrain.

[
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THE

PREFACE

HERE are three Things

abfolutely requifite for t%e_
- making of any ome a Worthy and
Happy -Communicant.

1. HE muft throughly under-
fland thofe Truths, the Memory
whereof Our LORD de/;&n’d to pre-
ferve wn the Influution of the Holy
Eucharift.  For no Man can, with
any benefit, recerve this Sacrament,

unlefs bis S prrat be ﬁ//ed ‘with the

| Jame Tbaufbt:, which Our Savionr

did therevy [uggeft to his Apo-
ftles.

2. HE



The Preface.

o, HE ougbt to bave zf lrvely
Senfe of thofe Comforts, arifing from
a Confideration of the Important
Truths, which CHRIST [o clearly
reprefents to us i the Celebration of
this Sacred Myfery s for as mu,c/)
as our Communicating i the LORD §
SUPPER ought not only to CO‘%&/}
in the baving our Sperits pofJeffed
with the Image of Hinn who was
crucifi'd for us 5 but tn o gatheiing
the precious Fruits, which accrew to
us by bis Death. |

3 and Laftly. s 2t wuzg/d
be an extreme Inuflice ﬁ).r us to be
found wanting n_our Faithfulnefs,
Acknowledgement Love andObed ience
to GODy who o graczauﬂy acquaints
us withyand makes us [enfable of tb(j‘e
Wonders of bis Mercy and Compal[r-

on

The Preface.
on towords us 3 fo we may eaftly cou-
cerve _Tt:’.m Nece[[ity, ‘R(’cg./ormé/enejf,
and Extent of the Dutics our Par-
ticzpation of the Holy Sacrament en-

© gages us 105 which we ought, with

a Re/igéam Carea to dzfcbarge,tbrougb
the whole C ourfe’ of our Lives.

NOTHING can therefore b
of greater Ufe to Chriftians, with
refpett 1o the Holy Communion,
than to have the great Trutby,z'm})/y’d
i the Eucharift,diflenctly propound-
ed to themy and be made apyrehen-
fve of thofe delightful Comforts
treafurd up therein, to the cnd they
may thereby be difpofcd 1o a ready

.perform:mce of the Duites it layes

upon them.

 This



The Preface:

T H1S is my Defign in this fmall
Treatife, wherem 1 fhall follow
2o other Methody than that juft now
binted at 3 that 15,1 [ball,

Firlt of all, endeavour to
make out, that the Eucharift exhi-
bits the moft weighty and Fundamen-

tal Pownts of ()hrif’cianity to our

View.

In the next place,demonftrate)that
the Meditating upon thefe important
Verities (whuch are f'requen't/y cal-
led to mind by this Sacrament, kept
up in the Church) s to true Believ-
ers a Well-Spring of inexbauﬂib/e
Comﬁ)rt, and indcfettible Foy.

- Andfinally conclude with gzoz'nt-'
© ing at thofe [everal Dutz'e]f) which

thes Holy Inflitution does fo nece  [-
- fartly

The Preface.

farily charge us with, that we can-
not neglett the f(amey but at the pe-
71l of our Everlafting Ruin. |

- To which three things 1 intend to
[peaky without entring upon any of
thofe Controverfres, which drvide
Chriftians iz this Matter ; myDefign

bere being not (chiefly) to oppofe Er-

rory but to cxcite and forufie their
Devotion and Paety, who are alrea-

" dy acquainted with the Truth,

though they do not always duly confr-
der and rﬁ}leﬂ' upon z't.J ok
GOD grant we may f[o plain/
déﬁ‘over t(;g thems the C. ﬁzrgc{)‘cioli)z t/Jcr/Z
78 ée{ween theT ruths,Confolations and
Datzes of OUR RELIGION,
that while they are feekingfor Com-
fort tu the Meditation of DIVINE:
TRUTHS, they mayat the fame

e



'The Prefece.

tzme, meet Wltb ﬁron(( aml urgent

Mottves to apply them[elves, with all
D:/igence and Perfeverancey to the
Prattice of True Holimj}.

(1)

PREPARATION

7008 Suppet.

CHAP. L

THE Hiftory of the Inftitution o the
LﬁORD’S' SUOPPER. 4

HE Meaning of Our LORD in his
' inftituting of the Fiwcharift, canno

way be bettér underftood, than by

a careful Examination of the Terms He
us’d, and the Circumftances of his Difcourfe.
HI1S Words exprefs the Thoughts He
would fuggeft to the Minds of his Apoftles,
and all other Chriftians after them; andto
the end we fhould the better apprehend the

Senfe of them, the Evangeliftshave not only

given
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given us a plain Relation of his Inftitution,
but been very careful in defcribing all the
Circumftances thercof to us.

THEY therefore acquaint us, that JE-
sUS CHRIST inftituted this Holy Sacra-

‘ment that fame Night He was Betrayed,

and delivered up to the Fews by one of his
Difciples, after he had celebrated with
them the Anniverfary of their Fore-fathers
Deliverance out of Egypr, in eating the
Pafchal Lamb, according to the Law of God.
Exod. 12.

AS to the Form or Manner which CHRIST
obferv’d in his Celebrating the Eucharift, the
Evangelifts agree, that after the Pafchal
Supper, He took Bread, and having given
“Thanks, brake it, and dittributed it to his
Difciples, faying 5 ke, cat, ths is my Body,
which is broken for you, do this in vemem-
brance of me.

THEN they tell us further, that Our
1.ord having likewifc taken the Cup, and gi-
ven Thanks, He deliver’d it to his Difci-
ples, faying, Drink ye all of this for this is
wny Bloud, the Bloud of the New Teftament,
which is (led for you s do this as often as you
dink_of it invemcmbrance of e,

IN a word, they intimatc to us, that
thic Difciples did all drink of it, and that
having fung an Hymn, they accompany’d

JESUS

Lord’s Supper. 3
JESUS to the Garden of Gethfemane on
the Mount of Oljves, where after his ha-
ving endur’d 2 moft Bitter Agony, He was
laid hold of, in order to be expofed to
all the Reproaches He foon after fuffercd,
both from the Fews and Romans,and finally
tobe crucify’d. Thus ending his Lifc by
a Punifhment, that was equally painful
and accurfed.

MOREOVER it appears, that the
Defign of our Lord JESUS CHRIST was,
That this Ceremony fhould be in all After-
ages exaltly obferv’d in hig Church. This
may plainly be feen, Firft, From his Sub-
ftituting it to thatof the Paffover, which
was to continue as long as the Fewifhh Re-
ligion lafted, as being that which took
its Beginning from the Rife, or at lealt
the Grand Deliverance of that People.
Secondly, Becaufe this Ceremony was to
be the Sacrament of a New Covenant,
that fhonld not be abrogated by any
other whatfoever. Thirdly and Laftly,
Forafinuch as the Apoftle St.Pax/, who
had been rapt up into the Third Heaven,
there to be further acquainted with the
reat Myltery of Faith, informs the Be-
lievers, that they ought to declare, that
is ( according to the Fewifh way of
fpeaking) to celebrate the Memory of

B2 CHRIST?s




A A Preparation for the

C H R1S57T% Death, untill his Com-
ing again, that is, to the End of the
World, when he fhall return from Hea-
ven to judge both the Quick and the
Dead, in order to the Completion of
his Promifes, and our Hopes.

CHAP. I

That FESOS CHRIST borrow'd the
Aifions and Exprelfions HE made
ufe of in the Inftitution of the Eu-
charift, from the Jews.

HERE are two forts of Reflettions

may be made upon the Inftitution

of the Lords Supper. Some do ferve to

explain the Letter, and out-fide of this

Sacrament ; and others, again inform us

of the great Aim and Defignof it. I be-
gin with the Firft.

AS

T A i T T
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Lord’s Supper. 5

AS it is well known, that in the Inftitu-
tion of Baptifm, CHRIST borrowed the
Rite of Wafhing, practifed by the Fews
on thofc Gentiles they admitted to the
Publick Profcflion of Fudaifm; fo itisas
plain, that our Saviour in the Inftitution
of his Holy Supper, did fo far comply
with the Fewifh Cuftoms, after the Cele-
bration of their Paffover (‘'yet raifing fome
of them to a much more excellent Senfe,
than they had before ) that He follow’d
clofely the Notions and Expreflions of the
Fews.

TO clear this, we muft know that the
Evening of the Paffover, the Mafter of the
Honfe began this Solemnity with Praifcs
to God, holding in his Hand a Cup of
Wine,whereof himfelf having firft dronk,
he gave it to all the Company.

AFTER this, inftead of the ufual Blef-
fing of the Bread, he was wont to take
an unleavened Cake in his Hand, faying,
This i5 the Bread of Afliction, which our Fa-
thers did Eatin Egypt. Words that had a
Natural Relation to the Hiftory of their
Bondage and Deliverance of old.

I omit the whole Ceremony of the
Pafchal Lamb, which is defcribed in the
12th, Chapter of Exodus, and fhall only
remark, that after this Feaft the Mafter

B " B3 of
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6 A Preparation for the

of the Houft wasus’d to take the Cup a-
gain, which at firft he had confecrated,
and having given thanks, to prefent it

* to the Participants, faying to them, that

"That was the Fruit of the Vine, and the
Bloud of Grapes. An Expreflion bor-
row’d from Genefis; Chap. 49. 11. and
Deut.Ch. 32,14, ‘

FINALLY, after this Cercmony, their
Cuftom was to Sing the 113th. & 11.42h.
Pfalms, as an FHymn that concluded the
Devotion of this Solemnity : Which Son
of Praifc they ftill at this day call the
Hallcl.

>TIS evident our Lord did imitate
thisUfage, which isftill obferv’d by the
Fews, fave only that they don’t ecata
Lamb. When thercfore Hehad caten
the Pafchal Lamb, He took the Bread,
which was deligned to commemorate
the Mifery the Children of Ifracl under-
went in Egypt; -and made ufe of the fame
Blefling and Giving of Thanks, which was
received among the Fews ; "Brake the
Bread He had taken; and intending this
Cercmony fhould preferve the Remem-
brance of his Death, He ftill profecuted
the fame Notions and Expreflions of the
Fews ; faying, that it was his Body which
was now to be broken for the Remiflion
of the Sins of Mankind. AFTER

Lord’s Supper. | 7

AFTER this, He (according to the
Prattice of the Fews) took the Cup, gave
thanks a fecond time, and having ended
his Blefling or Prayer, (for theft fignific
the fame thing among the Fews) He de-
clared that this Cup was the New Tefta-
ment in his Bloud, or the Bloud of the
New Teftament by which God granted
penitent Sinners the Pardon of their Sins.

WHICH Expreflions clearly fhew, that
He would have this Cup to be confider’d
asa Memorial of the New Teftament, of
which he was the Mediator.

IN fhort, is it not manifeft, that He,
together with his Difciples fang the fame
Hymns, which were folemn and cuftoma-
ry with the Fews on this occafion ?

THERE is noman who does not cafily
perceive that JESUS CHRIST found in
this conftant Cuftom of the Fews, a juit
ground for exprefling himfelf as Hedid,
when he defign’d to inftitute, and perpe-
tuate in his Church a Publick Memorial of
his Death and Sofferings.

THE Fews themfelves, the Mortal E- -
nemies of our Religion, do agrec with
this. ‘They highly maintain,that accord.
ing to CHRIST’s Senfe, thefe Words,
This is my Body, &c. which He pronounced
in fhewing the Bread, cannot import the

B 4 notion’
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notion of Reality, butonly of Significa-
tion; that his Meaning was very appa-
rvent, bhothbecaufe He faid in the 6¢h. of
St. John concerning the Eating here men-
tioned, Lhe Words that I [peak_ to you are
Spirit and Life, that is, they are to be un-
derftood in aSpiritual Senfe ; and becaufe
it was an ufualExpreflion with them to fay,
T'his is the Bread, which our Fathers did Ear,
though indeed it was but the Memorial
of it. Fortalit. Fid. L.3.§11. p. 172.
Thus the Expreflions of our Lord be-
ing (as appears) made up of thofc com-
mon Idca’s fo current among the Fews,
it is cvident that his Defign in inftituting
of thc Euchariff, was to reprefent his
Decath to us, as athing, which for time
tocomec wasto bc commemorated by the
Church, He fubftituting it in the room of
the Memorial of the Decliverance out of
Egypr, and the ancient Covenant God

had made with the Fews, after his having

fet them at Liberty from their hard Bon-
dage.

BUT thefe Remarks,which only refpect
theout-fide of the Eucharift, are of much
fefs importance than thofe of the Second
Order, which refer to our Lord’s Defign
in his Inftitntion of this Holy Sacrament.

CHAP.

Lord’s Supper. 9

CHAP. IIL

That FESUS CHRIST in his Inftitu-
tion of the Eucharilt has followed
Ided's or Notions,, quite oppofite to
thofe of the Pafchal Lamb 35 And
what thofe lded’s of the Pafchal

Lamb are.

U R Saviour’s Words are not to

be compar’d only with thofc the
Fews made ufc of at the Eating of their
Unleavened Bread, which they call’d the
Bread of Aflittion, becaufe it wasa Repre-
fentative of it ; but (that they may be
throughly illuftrated) they are tobe con-
fidered with oppolition to the Jdes’s of
the Pafchal Lamb, to which our Lord was
willing to make the Celebration of this
Sacrament to fuccced. And indeed not
only St. Paul leads us naturally to look
upon the Sacrificc of the Paffover asa
Type of the Sacrifice of our Lord, when
he fays 1 Cor. 5. 7. that CHRIST ounr
Paflover #s Sacrificed for ws 5 nor only did
JESUS CHRIST for this choofe the time
of the Paffover to ordain the Memorial of
his Death ; but the Fews themfelves feem
fully




10 A Preparation for the
fully to agree with it, when they pro-
. pound this, as one of their moft ancient
Traditions, That the Aeffias is to pro-
cure their Salvation the felf fame Day,
in which they were deliver’d from their
Egyptian Bondage. Fagins ad Exod.12. 13,
Firft then, Ifay, thatit is evident our

Lord’s Defign was to fubftitute the Me-,

morjal of the Deliverance of Mankind
by his Death, in thc room of the Re-
membrance of the Fews Bcliverance by
the Bloud of the Pafchal Lamb. He does
not now command the Eating of a
Iamb as formerly; and his Words, Do
this,are not at all {poken to that purpofe ;
but his Intent was to aholith the Memory
of the Curfe GOD had pronounced a-
gainft the Race of Cham, which was ex-
ecuted in the Death of the Firft-bornin
Egypt, and had been a Principle of Di-
vifion among thofe Nations he now unites
again. It is with refpect to his Decath
(which under the Appearance of a Curfe,
has made him the Blefling of the World)
that he ordain’d this Ceremony of break-
ing and eating Bread. Which latter Cere-
mony CHRIST prefers before the Eating
of the Pafchal Lamb, it being his Will, that
it fhould thenceforwards be confidered
as the Chief Ccremony of his Reli-

gon

Lord’s Supper. It

gion, as being a folemn Token of his
having abolif’d the Curfe due to Sinners;
whereof indeed the Pafchal Lamb was a
publick Monument with refpect to the E,-
gyptians, though it was a Signal of Gad’s
Blefling to the Ifracelites. '

IN the fecond place I fay, that Chrift
expreffes himfelf fo as to give us Jdea’s
very much differing fiom thofe of the
Fews. For Firft, He fpeaks of a New
Teftament, in oppoition to the Old he
was about to abolith. Secondly, He op-
pofes his Bloud, Which was [hed for many,
for the remiffion of their Sins, to the Bloud
of the Pafchal Lamb, that was poured
forth only for a few, and the Ceremony
of it cclebrated but in one Nation, vsz.
that of the Fews, -to which alone the Be-
nefit of the Egyptian Deliverance was ap-
propriate. Thirdly, He oppofes the Eat-
ingof his Flefh, which he reprefents asa
Sacrifice He was about to offcr up for
the Sins of the World, to the Eating of
thofe Lambs, that were flain in purfuance
of God’s Law. .

" This being laid down (which I hope
cannot be contradicted) it is plain that
forafmuch as JESUS CHRIST did partly
make ufe of the 7dea’s or Notions of the

Pafchal Lamb, and partly cxprefs’d hli'ni;'
€
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felf with oppofition to that Ceremony,
We muft neceffarily, in order to our ap-
prehending the true Meaning of our
Lord in the Inftitution of his Supper,
and having a perfet Knowledg of it,
makeout a due Parallel between the Paf-
c¢hal Lamb,that kept up the Remembrance
_ofthe E‘%)'priom Decliverance;and the Sacra-
ment of the Ewuchariff, which preferves
that of the Death of our Lord andSaviour.
In order whereto thefe following Re-
flettions may be madc upon the Inftituti-
on and Celebration of the Pafchal Lamb.
The Firftis, That it was God’s Plea-
fure in inftituting this Ceremony,to tranf-
mit the Memory of fo great and pro-
digious an Event as that of hisPeople’s De-
liverance out of Egype,was to all Pofterity,
This He Himfelf exprefles in the 12th.
Chapter of Exodws, inthismanner: This
day [hall be unto you for a Memorial 5 and
you fhall keep it a Feaft to the Lord through-
out your Generations : Andwhen your Child-
ren fhall [ay, What mean you by this Service ?
You fhall anfwer, It is the Sacrifice of the
Lord’s Paffover , who paffed over the
Houfes of the Children of Ifracl in Egypt,
when Fle fmore the Egyptians, and de-
tivered onr Houfes. It was with regard
to this, that to excite the Curlofity of
al

AW - e
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all the People , yea, even of the very
Children, He ordain’d that they, who
were to celebrate the Paflover, fhould
take a Journey to the Temple, in that
Equipage of Travellers, in which their
Fore-fathers departed out of Egypt. He
would have them alfo cat Unleavened
Pread for the fpace of fevendays, and bit-
ter,or wild Herbs with the Pafchal Lamb
and He(in like manner)ordain’d,that they
fhould every year renew this Cercmony,
wherein their Children had a fharc as foon
as they werccapable of asking theirFathers
the veafon of all this change from their
ufual way of Eating. And indeed fuch a
Ceremony thus folemnly obferved every
year, and to which every one, from one
Generation to another, does by a publick
Law fubmit himfelf,is an infallible means
to eftablifh the Belief of a Matter of
Fa&, and preferve the Memory of great
Events.

The Second is, That GOD would have
his People confider with what exact Faith-
fulnefs He had acquitted Himfelf of all
his Promifes, by delivering them with a
ftrong Hand, and ftretched-out Arm from
the cruel Power of the Egyptians, at the
fame time when He made an Example of
this Barbarous Pofterity of Cham, v;;h({

. ac



14 A Preparation for the
had affiited them in a long & painful Ser-
vitude.For as on one hand GOD had fubje-
ted all the Progeny of Cham to his Curfe
(as you may fee,Gen.9.25.) which began to
take Effe® in thofe Plagues wherewith
He fmote Egypr, though it was afterwards
more exactly fulfilled by the Deftruction
of the Canaanites ; So on the other He
faid to Abrabam,Gen. 15. V. 13,14, & 16.
where he explains the promifed Blefling ;
Knowof a Surety, that thy Seed fhall be
Stranger ina Land that is not theirs, and fhall
Jerve them, and they fball afflict them four
bundred years.,  And alfo that Nation whom
they fhall ferve, will I judge ; and afserwards
Jhall they come onr with great Subftance. But
in the Fourth Gencration they (hall come hither
again, Behold here the Oracle that con-
tains an Excellent Promife ; which being
made good to the Fews, He commands
them to celebrate the Memory of the
Exatt Accomplifhiment thereof by ob-
ferving the Anniverfary Feftival of the
Pafchal Lamb.

THE third Refletion we may make
upon the Inttitution of the Pafchal Lamb,
is this, That God would have the
Fews look on their Deliverance out of
Egypr, as the greateft Blefling He had e-
ver vouchfafed to them. And certainly

v as
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as He had exprefs’d an exccedinig great Fa-
vour in with-holding Abraham’s Knife
from flaying Ifaac, and fubftituting a
Ramin the Room of him; fo there was
none of the Firft-born of the Ifraelites,
but could fay, that GOD had been as fa-
vourable to them, as'He was to Ifaac,
by caufing the Swotd of the Deftroying
Angel to fall upon a Lamb, at a time
when he was commiflioned to flay all the
Firft-born in Egypt both of Man and
Beaft.

‘The Fourth Refletion was hinted at
juft now, which is, That GOD would
have his People underftand, that the Ex-
piation of the Sins of their Anceftors
had been typify’d and prefigm’d by his
accepting of the Bloud of their Lambs,
inftead of the Lives and Bloud of their
Firft-born. Andindeed in agreement to
this Obfervation we may fay, that the
whole Law in all its feveral Expiations,
wherein Sin was transferr’d upon the Sa-
crifice, did nothing clfe but furcher illu-
ftrate and extend the Figure of Abraban’s
Offering,as likewifc that of the Sacrifice of
the Pafchal Lamb, and reprefent the fame
more lively and diftinétly to the Minds
of them that Offer’d; God having joyn’d
to this Expiatory Sacrifice, certain cir-

cumftances



16 A Preparation for the
cumftances of Placcs, Perfons, and Time,
to the end the Impreflion of it might be
the decper, and Icave a more lively Senfe
" in the minds of thofc that were concern’d
therein.

A Fifth Reflettion. upon the Pafchal
Lamb is this, thatitwas to be confider’d
as a Publick Pledge and Token of the
Covenant GOD had made with the Pco-
ple of Ifrael, by preferring them before
the Ifmaclites and Edomites , who were
defcended, the former from Abrabam, and
the latter from Ifzac.  The Sign of Cir-
cumcifion did fufficiently acquaint the
Fews, that by this diftingnithing Chara-
&er GOD had chofen them from amongall
other Nations of the Earth, to accomplifh
in the midit of them the Promife He had
made to .Abrabamnamcly,that of his Secd
the Aeffias was to be born,in whom all Na-
tions fhould be bleffed: But this fign of
Circumcifion being common to the Fews,
with the Ifmaclites and Edomites, the pre-
tences of both thefe to the Priviledges

- of the Covenant (which GOD had firft
made with Abrabam, and afterwards re-
new’d with Ifzac) was ftill kept up. It
was thercforc requifite there fhould be

a Religious Ceremony, that might de-

monftrate that this Covenant was parti-
cularly

Lord’s Supper: "1y
cularly confin’d within the Family of ¥a-
cob. Which wasdone by the Pafchal Lamb:
For this reprefented to them, that (ac-
cording to what was foretold Gen. 14.)
they had been Strangers, in Bonds and
Affiction, and that in this State they had
receiv’d a particular Relief and Delive-
rance from G OD; which, forafinuch
as it could not be faid of the Ifmaclites or
Edomires,did moft ftrongly refutc all their
Pretenfions to a Right in God’s Cove-
nant with Abrabam. This likewife moft
clearly fet forth to them, that God by
virtue of his Covenant, had, out of his
Mercy, preferved them at a time when
the Egyptians felt the Effe&s of his Curf
and Vengeance, and tha: accordingly He
would not fail of fulfilling that Great
Promife, in order to the accomplifhment
of which He had fo miraculoufly prefer-
ved Jfeac, and after him, their Fathers
alfo, from the Sword of the Deftroying
Angel.

LASTLY, It istobe obferved, that
as this Ceremony reminded them of
GOD’S Love for their Nation, of his
Faithfulnefs in making good his Promi-
fos, of the Expiation of their Iniquities,
and of his Covenant with them (A Co-
venant by which He had engaged to be

G
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their God, that is, their Benefator and
Protector, and one day to give them
the Meffias, who wasto be born of their
Nation, ) fo it naturally led them alfo to
look upon themfelves as the People of
G O L), and to obey Him faithfully; In
a word, to anfwer by a Holy Life, and
all the marks of true Gratitude, the Ho-
nour G O D had conferr’d upon them, by
his making (out of his meer Good Will )
a Covenant with them, and calling them
to fo great Hopes, as thofe were, which
He had fet before then.

CHAD 1V.
Of the Tiuths which the Holy Com-

minion reprefents 10 us.

HESE arc the Principal Truths,
T great Cowforts and juft Obligati-
ons to ferve G O D religioufly, which
fo manifeftly were imply’d in the Cele-
bration of the Pafchal Lanib. But how
much more important is the thing our Sa-

viour has made to fupply the place of
it
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it in his Inftitution of the Euchariff!
That which he exhibits to us in this $a-

" cred Myftery ( whether with refpedt to

the Truths, Comforts, or our Obligati-
ons to Piety it contains ) is infnitely
more Sublime, great and rcal. To be
aflured of this, we neced only to refume
and attentively confider the forementi-
oned three Points. I begin with the
Truths the Eucharift reprefents to us.

T HE firlt of thefe Truths rcfpelts
the Purpofc and Declign of our Lord,
when He inftituted the Sacrament of his
Supper. Certainly it was ( as all Chri-
ftians agree ) to eftablifh a publick Mo-
nument of hisDeath, as being the greatelt
Event that could ever be commemorated.
Firit, He brake the Bread; and then,
to exprefs what He meant by this break-
ing of the Bread, He faid, that i was
his Body broken, i. c. torn by the cruclty
of his Tormenters. He prefented after-
wards the Cup to his Difciples ; and to
unfold the Myftery thereof, added that i
was the New Teftamenr in bis Blood ; which
had a natural reference to his Death. This
He explains more clearly in his com-
mand, Do this in rescmbrance of me, that
is, in commentoration of my Sufferings.
Which made St. Paul fav, As often as you

G2 ﬂm/l
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fhall Eat of this Bread and Drink, of this
Cup, you fhew ( or according to our way
of {peaking, you muft fhew or declare ) the
Lord’s Dearh, i. e. youare to call tomind,
and folemnly commemorate this wonder-
ful effett of the Love of God. Indeed
we fce the Evangelilts have fo exactly
defcribed the Death of Chrift, with all
the Circumftances thereof to us, that we
may aver, they have (as it were) prefent-
ed us with the very Pitture and Lively
Image of it. So that had we been Eye-
witnefles of the fame our felves, and in
company with them upon Moumt Calvary,

we fhould hardly have been fo well ac- .

quainted therewith, asnow we are. But
befides this, it was our Saviour’s will, that
by a Religious Ceremony, which fhould
be folemnized to the World’s End, his
Decath might continually be placed before
our Eyes. And notwithftanding this ig-
nowmious Decath was to prove a Stumbling-
block to the Fews, and at firft be look’d
upon as meer Foolifhnefs by the Gentiles ;
yet would He have the Remembrance
thereof to be dearly preferv’d in his
Church, by his inftituting of the Eucharift
much after the fame manner as God the
fatier had inftituted the Ceremony of
the Pafchal Lamb, which did yearly re-

frefh
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frefh the Memoryof the Fews about their
Deliverance outof Egypr, as the moft re-
markable Event, that had ever happencd
to their Nation,

T H E fecond Truth which the Excha-
7ift offers to us, is, That FEST S
C HRISTis the trne MESSIAS pro-
mifed by God, and that we have in Him
the Accomplifhment of the ancient Pro-
phecies ; which (among the diverfe Cha-
racters that the MES ST AS was to
be known by, and are exatly found in
Our Lord ) exprefly foretold that He was
to {uffer Death. Pfal. 22. If. 53. Dan. g.
26. And hereit is well worth our whileto
confider : Firt, That GO D had ftampt
the mark of his Curfe upon the Punifh-
ment of the Crofs. Curfedis every one that
hangs ona Tree, Deut. 21. 23. Gal. 3. 13.
Secendly, That though G O D had de-
fcribed the MESST AS, as One who
was to be the Fountain of Bleflings to all
Nations , Tribes and Families of
the Earth; yet at the fame time He
had given forth many Oracles concern-
ing his Death upon the Crofs, and the fe-
veral Circumftances of it. Thirdly, That
G OD was pleafed to dictate a greater
Number of Oracles relating to this mat-
ter, than to any other of thofc Glorious

3
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and wonderful Events, whereby the
MESSIAS was to be diftinguifh’d du-
ring his Lifc here.  The Prophecies men-
tioning his Birth,and the place of his Na-
tivity, arc but few ; whereas GO D pre-
fignifi’d by the Prophets, and reprefented
by manifold Lively Types and Figures
1. Thar both Jews and Gentiles were to joyn
together in the Defiroying of the MESSIAS,
Plal. 2. 1. 2. That bis own Difciple, and
one that ate Bread with him fhould betray bim.
Plalg1.9. 3.That Fle fhould be fold for thirty
Pieces of Silver, Zach. 11, 12, 4. That
his Difciples would forfake Him, Zach. 13.
70§ That Hewas to be the fcorn and deri-
fion of his Adverfaries , Pfal. 22. 7.
6. That He [hould hold his Peace as a Sheep
duinb  before bis Tormeanters, 1fa. §3. 7.
7. That the Grear Men of the World were
to take Council together for putting Him to
- Peath.Plal.a.2. 8.That He was to be expo-
fed as an Object of Horror and Deteftation,
. §3. 3. 9. That He was to be reckon-
ed among Tranfoecfors, a. §3. 12.
10. That they fhould pierce his Hands and
Feer, Pfal. 22. 16, 11. That Lots fhould
be caft wpon his Veffure, Pfal. 22. 18.
12. That He fhould be infulted over, and
derided onthe account of bis trufting in God,
Plal. 22. 8. 13. Thar be was to.complain

4
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of bis being abandoned by GO D to the fury
of his Enemies, Pfal. 22. 1. 14 That
they would give Him Gall and Vinegar to
drink,, Plal. 69. 22. 15. That He was
to comanit bis Soul into the Hands of G O D,
Pl 3t. 5. 16. That bis Side was to be
pierced with a Spear, Zach. 12. io. 17.That
none of bis Boncs [hould be broken, Exod.
12.490. POl 34.20.18. That He fhould
be laid in a Rich Man’s Tomb, Ifa. 53. 9.
And belides thefe,there a great many other
Circumitances to the fame purpofe, ex-
adtly fpecify’d by the Prophets. —But
I wave them ; my Delign being only to
hint at the moft remarkable.

W HA T I have mentioned here is fuf-
ficient : Firft, to demonftrate, that
CHR IS T’ Death (with all the notable
paflages of it ) was a convincing Proof of
his being the promifed M ESS I AS. But
in the fecond place, it is yet more evident,
that as our Saviour would have a lively
Senfe of his Rloody Decathand Paflion, to
be preferv’d by a publick Monument,that
might perpetuate the memory of it in
his Church, fo was He willing thereby
toinculcate the more forcibly this Proof
of his being the Meflias. A Proof taken
from the Kind of Death, which He fuf-
fer’d, and the Circumftances attending

C 4 it;
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it. For as much as this Death ( which
had fo much Scandal in it ) being the
Object of the Chrittian Rcligion would
inevitably expofe it to many Reflections
and the Oppofition of great difficultics.

_'THE third Truth, which the Eucha-
rift veprefents to us, is, Thatthe Paflion
of CHRIST, which the Fews look up-
on, as an Evident Sign of the Curfe of
God, ismoft trulya plentiful conveyance
of the greateft Bleflings to Sinners. This
we are made fenfible of, asfoon as were-
flet upon thefe two Things. 1. That
G O D denounced his Curfc againft Sin-
ners, not only when He faid, Gen. 3. 1-.
Curfed fhall be the Ground for thy fake, or
when in Dent. 27. 26. He pronounced
bim accurfed, who did not continne in all the
Words of the Lawto do them 5 But alfo by
anncxing this Curfe in particular to that
kind of Death which our Lord fuffer’d ;
it being faid, Deut. 21. 23. He thar is
hang’d is accurfed of GOD. 2. That though
- GO D by his Oracles given to Abrabam
had promifed, that all Nations fhould be
blefled by means of the Meffias, yet He
does no lefs exprefly declare, that the
Mcffias was to fuffer the Punithment of
the Crofs, and confequently be under the
Curfe of GOD, Pfal, 22, Zach. 12. 10.

A
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A man muft either make no ufe of his own
Reafon, or prefently infer from thefe
Truths, thatthe MESSI.AS was tohe
a Blefling to thc World, no other way
than by his being expofed to the Curfe
for atime, wiz. by undergoingan accur-
fed Death before he could fhower down all
the Bleflings of his Grace and Glory up-
on vs., The Eucharift preferving the
Mcmory of our Saviour’s Paflion, natural-
ly leads ustothis Refleftion. 'Which will
be much more fenfibly imprefs’d upon us,
if with it we joyn a view of FESTU S
C HRIST; who prefents Himfelf on
the Crofs, as a Victim offer’d for Sin-
ners, and his Death as a Recal Sacri-
fice. o
T H E fourth Truth, is that which is
moft diftinétly laid open to us in the Man-
ner and Circumftances of the Euchariff.
For,

Firftof all, CHRIST did not only
inftitute this Ceremony after He had ea-

* ten the Pafehal Lamb with his Difciples,

which fet before their Eyes. 1. The Sa-
crifice of the Ram, that was offer’d up
in thc Room of Jfaac. 2. That of the
Lambs in Egypt, for the redemption of
the Firft-born of the Ifraclites. 3. The
Teltimony of Fohu the Baptift exprefs’d

in
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inthefe Terms ;5 This is the Lamb of God,
who takes away the Sins of the World. Which
faying of his explains all the ancientTypes,
and with one word does illuftrate whate-
ver we read concerning the Death of the
Meffias in the §3d. of Ifaiah, And,
Sccondly, C HRIST in the Inftitution of
his Sacrament exprefies Himfelf alfo by
way of oppofition to the Pafchal Lamb,
and other Sacrifices of the Law ; thercby
to intimate that the ancient Deliverance
the Fews had obtained by their offering of
Lambs for their Firft-born, was but a Fi-
gure of that which was to be procur’d by
his Death, and that this Death was to
be confider’d as a true Sacrifice, by means
of which GOD was certainly and fully
reconcil’d to Sinnérs. And this Truthit
is evident CHR IS T was willing to de-
clare moft fenfihly to us; 1. When He
reprefents his Body as broken, and his
Blood as fhed. 2. When he wills us to
cat the Bread of the Ewuchariff, anddrink
of the Cnp, as Eating his Body and drink-
ing his Blood. Indecd when Our Saviour
commanded his Difciples, ( andin their
Perfons all the Faithful ) to eat his
Fleth and drink his Blood, it is manifeft,
that He would, 1. Take off the reftraint
of the Old Law, which forbad Sinners
to
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10 eat of ‘the Sacrifice that was offer’d
for their Sins. 2. Abolifh that Precept
of the fame Law, which abfolutely 1n-
joyned Men to abftain'from B'lo?d. And
25 this intimates that thofe Victims of old
had never madc any through Expiation;
fo it plainly fhews, that CHRIST
offer’d up Himfelf as the true Sacrifice
from which this Blefled Effet was to be
look’d for. Morcover after his ha-
ving fuggefted thefe Ideas of Himfelf as
a Victim flain, Henow reprefents Him-
feIf to us under the Notion of an High
Pricft, when he fays, Mat. 26.29. I wil
not dvink. henceforth of this Fruit of the
Vine, until that Day when I drink_ it new
with yous in my Father’s X ingdom 5 In which
words He alludes to the Cuftom of
of the High Prieft, who after he had hap-
pily concluded his Solemn Sacrifice on the
Day of Atonement, and was come home
fafc from the San&uary ( whereGOD
had killed fome ) he was wont to make
a Feaft to his Friends, in token of joy,
for the good fuccefs of his Function.

*T I § thisimportant Truth the Apoitle
St. Paul fo ftrongly afferts in his Epiftle to
the Hebrews ; And itis for the famereafon,
that when lic was defirous to takeoft the

Corinthians from the Communion t:kl:ezr1
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had with Heathens in their Sacrifices, he
reprefents to them the Celebration of the
Eucharift, asa participating of the Sacri-
ficc offer’d up by 6ur Lord.

_ INDEED if this Sacrament had been
inftituted by CHRIST, after his Re-
furrection (which wholly cffaced the Pour-
traiture of his Shame and Sufferings ) it
would have been much more difficult to
have thence inculcated to us this impor-
tant Truth of the Chriftian Religion. But
Our Lord did exprefly choofe the time im-
mediately before his Death, that fo the
Ceremony, which was to preferve the Me-
mory of it, might {o fill uswith the fenfe
of the Shame and Punifhment he endu-
red, that it mightlead us to make a con-
tinual Reflection upon thefe Truths, wiz.
That when JESUS CHRIST dy’d;
He dy’d for Sinners; That when He was
nail’d to the Crofs, He bore their Sinsin
his Body on the Tree ; That when He was
wounded, it was for our Tranfgreflions ;
and that by hisStripes we are healed.

‘THE fifth Truth, which our Saviour

“was willing continually to fet before our

Eyes by the Celebration of the Eucharift,
15, That this Bloody Death of his was the
Bleffed Means, by which G O D entred

into Covenant with Mankind, Aofes
had
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had faid of the Blood he fprinkled upon
the People, Behold the Blood of the Cove-
nant which the Lord has made with yox, con-
cerning ak thefe words, Exod. 24. 8.
And Our Saviour plainly oppofing his
Blood to that, fays concerning the Cup,
This Cup is the New Covenant ( or Tefta-
ment ) in my Blood, whichis fhed for the re-
miffion of your Sins.  This Covenant is the
greateft ‘and moft important Truth of
our Religion. By it GO D delivers Men
from Hell, and reftores them to his Fa-
vour and Protettion. It is this alfo dif-
plays before us the whole Myftery of our
Redemption;as 1. That Man being created
Innocent fell into Rebellion againft GOD,
by lift’ning to the infinuations of the De-
vil. 2. That though Man deferved to be
not only reduc’d to nothing, from whence
the Hand of GO D had raifed him at the
firft, butto be caft into Hell, there to un-
dergo the punifiment due to his Difobedi-
ence; yet G O D being mov’d with pity,
refolv’d to forgive all, and makea New
Covenant with him. 3. That it was
the Will of G O D that his Own Son taking
in diue time Human Nature upon Him,
fhould be the Perfon in whof¢ Blood this
Covenant was to be Eftablifhed. 4. That
JESUS CHRIST having really fhed
his
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his Blood, this Covenant was fully rati-
fy’d and coniitmed, and Remillion of Sins
offer’d to all that would repent.  For that
is the thing which is meant by the New
Covenant, according as GOD exprefles it
in FJeremy 31.34. faying, I will forgive
their Iniquity and vemember their Sin uo
more.

T HE fixth confiderable Truth is,
That our Saviour would have us always
to bear immind his Latt Coming to judge
the World, and'confummate the Wark
of Our Redemption. Accordingly this
Sacrament contains folemn Marksand In-
ftances of the fulfilling of the Promifes
God had made to fend the A%fias into
the World. It fets forth in what man-
ner He began to att and fuffer for Man-
kind. But He being to continuc but a lit-
tle while here upon Earth, and to be ta-
kenup to Heaven, there to remain to the
End of the World, this Ceremony ac-
quaints us, that He is then to come again
from thence, inorder to fulfil our Hopes,
by caufing us to reap the laft Fruits of
his Expiation of Our Sins, that is, in de-
ftroying Death, by a glorious Refurrecti-
on, and making us to live for ever with
GOD, 2jLife that ncither Sin, nor Death
( which Sin has brought into the World )

can
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can ever difturb. And it may be faid,
that as the firft Coming of the Adeffias
was the great Objedt of the Religion, De-
fires and Hopes of the Fews, Are thou
(fay they ) He that fhould come, or dn jwe
look_ for another 2 Mat.11.3. as_ likewife
of the Promifes of Bleflings which GOD
had made to ‘the Gentiles themiclves, He
being called the Expectation and defive of all
Nationsy Hag.2.7. 1o is his{econd Coming
the great Object of the Chriftian Religion.
This fame F E S U S (faid the Angels to his
Diftiples, gazing up to Heaven ) who i
taken up from you into Heaven, [hall fo come
in Like manuer as yos have feen Him go into
Heaven, Aft. 1. 11. Onthis account alfo
the Church is reprefented tous ((Rev.22,
i7. ) calling for her Bridegroom. .And
the Spirit and the Bride fay, Come. And
lot him that hears, [ay, Come. And indeed
as the Prophets deferibe thefe two Com-
ings of the Ae(fias under the notion of one
fingle Objett 5 fowe fee, that according
to the mind of St. Panl ( who afligns for
the continuancc of this Holy Ordinance
the whole Interval of time to the end of
the World and Chrift’s Return.) Our
Saviour has in this Sacrament united this
his two Comings, as being the greateft
Objects of our Religion.

CHAP
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CHAP. V.
Of the Conmsforts the Holy Encharif? adl-
winifters to us. .

T HUS having explain’d the impor-
tant Truths which the Sacrament of
the Lord’s Supper engages us to meditate
upon, it is very Evident that Our Parti-
cipation of this Sacrament furnifhes us
with molt lively and refrefhing Comforts,
which I now come to propofc in order,

with reference to the foregoing Truths,
FI R ST then,What joy muft we nceds
fecl when we reflect wpon this great
Event, wiz. the Death of Omr Saviour ?
Let vs but compare onr Happinefs with
the Condition of the Patriarchs, and we
fhall eafily perceive how high a pitch our
Joy ought toberaifed to. St. Perer tells
us, that tve Prophets have enquircd and
Jearched diligently what, or what manner of
time the Spirit of C HRIST, whichwas
sn them did fignific when it teftifi’d before-
hand the Suffcrings of C HRIST and the
Glory that fhould follow, 1 Per 1. 10, 11.
‘The Promifts of GOD did fill their
Hearts with gladuefs, cven before they
came
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came to pafs, yea, tho’ it was revealed
to them, that it was not to themfelves, but
10 us that they miniffred thofe things, which
have been declar’d to us by the Preachers of
the Gofpel, 1 Per. 1. 12. ‘They rejoyced to
fee the Faithfulnefs of GO D in the fu-
ture accomplithment of his Promifes. And
to this purpofe St. Paulinforms us, that
the Patriarchs and Holy Men of old dy’'d
in the Faithy not having receiv’d the Promi-
Jesy but baving feen them afar off, andwerc
perfwaded of them and enbraced them, Heb,
11. 13. Yet all thisata diftance. Thus’
Balaam, Numb. 24. 17. I fee Hin, but
not mow 5 I beholdHim, but  not nigh. But
’tis our happinefs that we arc come to
that Blefled State, which Our Saviour
appropriates to his D.ciples. We fee
thofe things which fo many Kings and Righ-

{ teans Perfons defired to fec, and did nor [ee

them: Fobn the Baprift who Baptized Him,
bore Witnefs of Him, and foretold his
Death; yet never fawit. This was an
Advantage referved for us. His Death
is now in moft lively Colours prefented
It is Matter of Fadt, cer-

come down from Heaven ; He has taken
our Flefh upon Him ; difcharged the Fun-
Ctions of his Miniftery here upon Earth,

San¢tify’d
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sanctify’d Himfelf for our fakes;, fufter’d
Death, and ordained a Memorial of it,
as of a thing paft and done. They of
old had no diftin& knowledge of the
Death of the MESSIAS, nor of the
kind and manner of it. All which is
clearly manifeited to us, at this Day.
And though the Few mects with Matter of
Scandaland the Gearile an occafion of Re-
proach, yet the Chriftian finds fubject of
the molt exalted Joy and Comfort, in
the Cclebration of thefe Holy Myfte-
Fics, |

T HE Sccond Comfort the Eucharift
adminilters to the Faithinl, is exceeding
fiveer, and ravifhing, Wec can no fooner
in our Meditations, reflect upon the fulfil-
ling of the ancient Types of the Pafchal
Lamb, and the Oracles of old, concern-
ing the Coming of the MESS1.4S,
Lot we find the fapport of our Faith, and
a {olid ground for our Hope to reft on.
\Who can conceive the lealt doubt of
G OD’s performing thoft Promifes, the
Iixecution of which feems as yet very
diffienie, and at a great diftance, fince
}e has aiready fulfilled that of fending
ihe MESSTAS, who had been fo long
lacked for, during the Courfe of fo ma-
ny Ages?c He fills us with good hopes for

FY W Y.
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things to come (fays an ancient Father )
For He who has given Himfclf' to s
heve, will wach vather do fo Lovesficr, Chinf.
H, 6. ad. Fop. And indced, who fees not
that this Difpenfation of his being imani-
fefted in our Flefh, and his Death in par-
ticular, muft fill us with ftrong and lively
Hopcs, when we addrefs our Prayers to
Him? Chriftian, ”Jis true, thon muft
appear  before GO D, but GO D has
left all Fudgwment to the Sony and He by
partaking of Flefh and Blood, is become
thy Brother.  He fhed his Blood, and laid
down his Lifc te redeem thee 5 Hedy’d
to deliver thee from that Mifery and Curfe
to which thou hadft doom’d thy fIf
to all Etcrnity. Wonldft thou be as ful-
ly convinc’d of his tender Love and Com-
paflion, as thon art of his Power ? Con-
fider He feeds thee with his own Blood,
and is fer forch in the Holy Supper, asthe
Lamb of God.  Is it poffible that this Con-
fideration fhould not remind uvs of that
Excefs of Love, which prompted Him to
dic for us? We fee here not a Sheep, but
the Shepheard, giving his Lifc for the Sal-
vation of his Sheep. Where will you
mect with a Shepheard that feeds his Sheen
with his own Blood? Yet JESUS CHRIST,

the Great Shepheard feeds ws with his,
N s \ \Viat
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What may not we expect from fo punctu-
a] a Faithfulnefs, fupported by a Good-
nefs and Compaflion that is beyond all
Example ?

T H E third Comfort, which we may
reap hence, is this, That being deliver’d
from the Curfe we lay under , every
onc of us may now fay to his Soul, Re-
turn unto thy Reft, O my Soul, for the Lord
bas dealt bountifully with thee 5 And with
St. Paul trivmphantly cry out, Lherve 1s
now no condeimnation to them who are in
CHRIST YESUS. ’Tis Hebas deli-
ver’d us from'the fear of Death 5 by means of
which we were all owr Lifé’s time fubject to
Rondage. Before we are convine’d of this
Truth we are in a State of Mifery, Ter-
rour and Defpair.  Butfince CHRIS T
has alter’d our Condition, by removing
the Curfe that was againft us, What
Pcace, Joy and Comfort ought not to
poflefs our Confcicnces? 1f we confider
David’s Condition before Nathan had
aflur’d him of G O [3’S Pardon, we have 2
lively Emblem of the lamentable Cir-
cumftances in which the Sinner is, whofe
Ears always ring with the Sound of this
dreadful Sentence, Curfed is he, that con-
sinues not'in all the Words of this Law to do
them. Dot 27. 26, He fees the Sword }c;f
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the Deftroying Angel ready to ftrike him,
But now this Sacrament tells him, that
God has put away his Iniquities, and rc-
moved the Curfe hehad fo juftly drawn

down upon himfelf, This Religious Ce-

remony which CHRIST has anncxed
to the Declaration of his Gofpel, is a
Publick Monument, that GO D hence-
forth is not only become placable, but
throughly appeafed and reconciled to
Man. He cryes tous, that our Iniquities
are pardon’d, but fays the Sinner, what
fhall Ioffer to GO D to make atonement

‘for my offences ? Shall I offer him, (as

Abrabam did Ifaac ) my Firft-born for
my Tranfgreflions ?  And the Eucharift
points him (‘as the Angel did Abrabam ) at
the Victim prepar’d by GO D, or rather
befpeaks him in the Words of St. Fobn the
Baptift, Behold the Lamb of G O D that
takes away the Sin of the World, And then
the Sinner with Joy and Exultation breaks
forth, He is, Heis indced come into the

World ; He has fuffer’d Death to fav

Sinners, whereof I am chief. :
N O W, if thefe Refle@ions on the Eu-
charift afford fuch Comforts to Chriffians
in general, they will more fenfibly affect
us, when we come to confider thefec Com-
forts more diftinctly. The Holy Sacra-
D3 ment
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ment by preferving the Remembrance of
C HRIST'S Dcath, obliges us 'moyc
particelarly to meditate upon this won-
der of the Wifdom and Love of GO D,
whereby He has deliver™d us from our
Sins, by charging theim upon our Lord
who, like a Sacrifice, was flain in the room
of Sinners, as the Ramwasinthe ftead of
Ifaacand as the Lambs, which were killed,
to redcem the Firtt-born of the Ifraclites,
from the Sword of the Deftroyer.  Now
as there is nothing more ftupendous than
this Subiticution, fo nothing vields Con-
folation likeit. For here wefee, 1. The
Love of the Father, who withheld the
{troke of his Vengeance from Mankind,
whereas 1lg deftroy’d the Apoftate An-
gcls, without remedy. 2. The Charity
of the Son, who 15 bccome our Surety.
Herein is the Love of G O D, wot that we
toved Him firft, bur that He loved ns.  No
sman bas grearer love than thes, that be lays
down bis Lifeuor for bis Friend, but his Ene-
zy.  And yct thns far did our Saviour’s
Love carry Ll He prefented Himfelf
a Sacrifice to ¢ O D the Father, He re-
ceived the ftroke that was to wound us;
neither the horror of thofe Crimes we had
committed, nor the dreadful Punifhments

that were duc to us for them, being able
’ 10
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to decter Him from taking upon him our
Nature and Sufferings. G O L' gave him
to vs, that He might bethe High Pricft
of his Church. bmt He was not invefted
in this Dignity, nor Is reprefenied as
making Intcreeflion in ileaven for us,
neither fet forth as Blefling of us, but be-
caufe He has cxpiated our Sins, by oftcr-
ing up Himfelf a Sacrificc to frce usfrom
Death. Mofes’s Wife fecing her Husband
threat’ned with Death by the Angel for
Lier Son’s not bzing circumcis’d, thought
it expedient to havzard the Child’s Life
by an hafty and venturous Circumcifion,
that fhe might fecnre her Husband from
the danger that hung over him. GO D
in this Cafe, does fomething far morc
great and wonderful for us.  He gives
the Life of his own Son to redeem his
Encmics ; and behold, the Son readily
confents, and yiclds himfelf, as Ifaze did.
Lo, I come (fays He ) du.ihe Volumc of
thy Book, it is wiriiten of wie, I ddight io o
thy Will, O my God. O Incilable and a-
mazing Love to Mankind, who deferved
nothing, butan Eternal Corfe!
A S ‘it was in the Blood of Lambs, that
G 0 D madc a Covenant with the Peo-
ple of Ifracl, {o the Encharift reprefonting,
to us in the fifth Place, that the Blood
D A of
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of CHR IS T is the Ground and Foun-
dation of the New Covenant, which
G OD hasmade with Chriffians, we can-
not look upon the Sacrament as the
Pledge and Seal of this Covenant, with-
out being filled with an Excefs of joy
and Confolation. For indeed, what
greater Glory can be imagined, than for
Man to be admitted to a Treaty with
G OD? And what an inconceivable Ad-
vantage is this, that GOD fhould vouch-
fafc to enter into Covenant with us ?
‘There are none but are fenfible of the
Happinefs of the Jfraclites, in this regard.
To be convine’d of which, we need only
hear them, even at this day, fpeaking with
 the greatelt Comfort,of the Honour GOD
therein has done them, notwithftanding
their total difperfion, and groaning un-
der the Burthen of that Curfe, which pur-
fues and overtakes them every where,
Now, that ancient Covenant GO D has
abolifhed, as being imperfeét:; but this
which we commemorate, is to endure for
ever. -The Defign of the former was
only to give the Fews a lively Senfe of
Sin, or at the beft to adminifter a2 Typi-
cal Expiation ; whereas the latter, wiz.
the New (according to the Prophet Fe-
»eny ) makes a true Atonement for Sircli’
an
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and affords a Remiflion rightly and pro-
perly fo call’d. That had no promifes,
but what concern’d a Happinefs here on
Earth; whereas Thss does promife a Re-

furrection and Eternal Glory.
THE greateft Honour the Old Cove-
nant did confer upon the Fews, was this,
That the MESS1AS fhonld be born
of their Blood 3 butthe Advantage of the
New, is, Thatthc MESS I AS partak-
ing of Flefh and Elood with the reft of
Mankind, has given his own Blood to
raife them to the Glory of Adoption ,
who fhall believe in Him. O how bappy
15 the People, whofe God s the Lord! And
what does this Expreflion, to be the God
of any one, import, but this, viz. To be
his Great and Soveraign Benefaltor? Of
old He was the GOD of Abrabam.but not
of Zoth, and his Pofterity ; Of Jfaac,
but not of Ifmael and his Off-fpring ; Of
Facob, but not of Efar and the Edomites.
‘Now, He is the GO D of all the Earth.
Eut he has not made this Covenant with
all the Nations of the World, fave only
by virtue and on the Sole Account of the
Bloodof C HRIST. And canwe with
any attention, reflect on this Truth, repre-
fented to us in the Holy Eucharift, with-
out fecling a Joy unfpeakablc and full of
Glory ?
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Glory ? GOD had promifed to cnter
into fuch a Covenant, as this; and Fere-
sny defcribes it in the 31. Chap. of his
Prophecics 5 Yet the Old lafted till Fobu
the Baprift, and {o long the Ceremonies
of it were in ufe. But then comes CHRIST
and inftead of continuing the Celcbration
of the Old Covenant; which was madein
the Blood of the Pafchal Lamb, He abro-
gates it, and in its room fubititutes the
New Covenant, made in his own Blood.
Do this ( fays He ) in remembrance of me.
Not That which was donc béfare, but This:
For this Cup &5 the New Teftament in my
Blood, which #5 (hed for the Remiffion of your
Sins. :

T O conclude, ’tis to be confidered
(and this is the laft Vcin of Comfort hid
in the Eucharift ) that this Holy Sacra-
ment inviting us to-take a View of
¢ HRIST’S fecond Coming, as well as
of his Difpenfation in the Flefh, ’tis im-
poflible but it muft Al owr Souls with
furpafling Joy and Comfort. The full
Salvation of Belicvers does, asyct, only
confift in Hope. G O D indeed pardons
their Sins: but they arc ftill {ubjet toall
the Miferies Sin has brought into the
World. - They hope for Etcrnal Lifc;
and yet dye like other Men. Their Bodies

-~
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are laid in the Grave,and become the food
of Worms. So that their Expectation
feems to be quite fruftrated.  And asthe
Yews and Geatiles find Matter of Scandal
and Derifion in the 13cath of the Son of
G O D, fo according to all outward ap-
pearance,they have the fame reafon toin-
fult over the Faith and Hope of his Fol-
lowers, when they compare thefe with
their prefent Condition, which to the
Eye,differs not fromthat of other Men.But
all thefe dark Clouds fhall at lagt be fcat-
ger’l s thefe Shadows vanifh, and rhe Glo-
#y of our Lord and bis Faithful be revealed.
Fe [hall appear from Heaven in the Glory of
his Father, aund cuvcry Eye fhall fee Hin,
cven they who have picrced Him, And as
He will thus difplay his Majelty in the
Sight of all the World, fo will Heat the
fame time nnvail the Lifc and Glory of
his Children, who at prefent are ready
to fink under the burthen of Sin, the Vio-
lence of € H R 1S T Adverfaries, the de-
ccits of the World, and the Devil,. and
the Power of Dcath, which isthe laft E-

- nemy of CHR IST and his Church. He

that cats my Flefh and drinks my Blood bas
Eternal Life, and I will vaife hijm up at the
luft day.  Whofocver cars of  this Bread
Pl live for ever. Thefe arc our Savi-
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our’s Promifes, wherein as He terms the
Embracing of Him by Faith,an Eating of
his Flefh, in oppofition to the Type of
Maunay So this Eating may be as truly
afcribed to them , who by Faith
confider Him , as the Sacrifice that has
taken away the ‘Punifhment due to Sin.
O what comforts do arife to the Faithful
from the Expetation of this his Return!

What exulting Joys will they be filled |;

with at his Coming! What Delights flow
in upon them as they mcditate hereon !
What ravifhing Pleafures does it afford us
amidft the greateft Evils of this Life !
'What quiet 1n the fharpeft Trials! And
what Confidence even at the time when
Death ftaves us in the Face!

CHAP. VL

Of the Duties prefcribed to us in the
Holy Encharift.

SUPPOSE I have very clearly
made out, that it is impolflible atten-
tively to confider the Truths, which the
Lord’s

|
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Lord’s Supper difcovers to us, without
reaping the unfpeakable Comforts which
fo naturally {pring from it. And it may
(with as much Eafe) be demonftrated,that
thefe Truths indifpenfably engage us to
the moft Effential Duties of our Religion ;
and that G O D having comprehended
what is moft capable to adminifter the
fwecteft Confolations to our Souls, in this
Myftery, it cannot but at the fame time
be very influential towards Sanctification
and a Godly Life. To the making out
of which I defign the Conclufion of this
Treatife, where I intend to reprefent
thefe Duties, as the neceffary and natu-
ral Confequents of what I have before
laid down., It hehooves every Commu-
nicant ferioufly to confider of thefe En-
gagements ; And the rather, becaufe this
1s a fure way for them to know whether
they have worthily recciv’d the Sacra-
ment, or to amend the faults by them
committed in any preceding Communi-
on, for want of difcharging thefe Rcli-

gious performances as they ought.
'FIRST then, Is it poflible that a
Chriftian, who knows that JESUS
CHRIST defigned the Celebration of
the Eucharift for a publick Monument of
his Death, as of a moft Signal Event,
worthy
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worthy of all Commemoration, fhould
exprefs any neglett of, or indifference
for this Sacred Feaflt? The Primitive
Church called the Faithful to it every
Lord’s Day, looking upon the partak-
ing of this Holy Sacrament, as a Publick
Profeflion of our Faith, and the very
Badge of Chriftianity. And fhall our re-
mifnefs and coldnefs inReligion be a law-
ful Excufe for our abfeating our fclves
from the Lord’s Table, when He him-
felf invites us to it, and aftords us op-
portunitics for it ? Some perhaps will
fancy that they have a jult pretence to
abftain from Receiving, becunfe of dif-
ferences or Law-fuits they are engaved
in, Put if CHRIST dcbars them his
Table, who aic fo unkindly difpofed to-
wards their Neizhboars, docs not He
teach us withal, and point us at the Re-
medy that is to be found for the Cure of
fuch Uncharitablenefs?  He tells us, in
this Cafe, that he who isabout to offer,
muft leave his Gifi before the v, and
go and firft be veconciled 1o Lis Brother,
and their come and offer bis Gift, ALit, 5. 2.4,
And why this ? Buot to teach us, thatwe
muft either wholly rcnounce our Religion,
orelfe put our felves upon faithful En-
deavours to obey the Laws of it; That
a

!
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aVrofeflion of Chriftianity. is both Er-
roncous and impious, which is not ac-
companied with a Practice of the Duties it
prefcribes ; and that it is impoflible for a
Man, with any fruit or benefit,to perform
the publick Requirings of it, while its
moft important Precepts and Rules are
neglected.

SECONDLY, let it be obfervid,
That fince Chriftians look upon the Ce-
lebration of the Eucharift, as a convinc-
ing Proof of the Truth of their Religi-
on (it being a publick Memorial of Our
Saviour’s Death, which was a moft fignal
fulfilling of G O 15’ Promifcs, and an E-
vident Charatter, whereby CHRIST
was to bc known for the true M/~
fizs ) they cannot bit find a Natural Ob-
ligation incumbent on them to become
Chriftians indced.  The Sacrament of

saptifin is confer’d upon us at a time
when we know not the Natuye of the En-
gagements we enter into, nor the Juftice
and Extent of the Promifes made in our
behalves therein. But he who receives the
Lord’s Supper, ratifics beforc G O Dand
Man, the Promifes made in his Name at
his Baptifm.  And this he does in hisown
perfon, as fuppofing he has now fuflici-
ently examined the Truth of the Religi-

on
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on he profefles, He is fatisfy’d that his

Parents have done him the greateft kind- J . cled
upon the Holy Communion, which is no

nefs imaginable, by engaging him in

G O D’s Service fiom his moft tender In-
fancy 5 and that they did well to confe- g
crate him to it for ever, fince it isin this |
Profeflion his whole Happinefs conlifts ; }

and he now folemnly renews the Oath of [ !
{ impart to us.

his inviolable Obedience and Faithfulnefs
to GOD, which before he had done by his
Surctics. Can we thus reflect upon the
Participation of the Eucharift, and not
conceive a moft fenfible forrow for ha-

CHR IS T and Our own Hopes? Can
we entertain this Notion of it, and not
refolve for the time to come; more dili-
gently to purfue Our Heavenly Calling,
and more exadily anfwer the Holy Delign
of the Religion we profefs? Certainly it is
again{t Common Senfe to pretend to be
a Chriftian, and yet to livelike a Few, or
Heathen. It is ridiculous, outwardly to
acknowledge Laws more Holy and Di-
vine, than thofe the World is governed
by, and at the fame time to follow the
Cuftoms and Manners of Worldly Men.
All the Vices of the Age onght to find
their Death in this Reflettion, as they do

their Condemnation in the facred Laws
and
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aid Religion of Our Lord and Saviour.
W E come now to athird Retlettion

lefs plain and natural than the foregoing,
viz. That in this Sacrament we confider
the Deathof CHR IS T,as the Source of
that Blefling G O D had promifed, and the
Principle of all thofe He will hereafter
‘This Notion fets before
our Eyes the Curfe we fhould inevitably

' have fallen under, had not GO D rever-
4 fed i

. Can any onec ferioufly think of
this Truth, without praifing God with

ving afted contrary to the Laws of H all the Power of his Soul, and returning

i the Fruits of a juft acknowledgement to
§ Him for the fame ? O how dreadful a
4 thing it is, to be accurfed of GOD !

1 Go ye Curfedinto Etcrnal Fire, prepared for

the  Devil and his Augels. And on the
contrary, how tranfporting and full of
Comfort itis, to bebleffed by Him. J E-

| SUS CHRIST, the Bleffed of G O D,

has blefled us with all manner of Bleffings.
He becamea Curfe for us, that we might

{ be made a Blefling .of God inHim. Come

( fayes He ) Te Bleffed of my Father. And
by what other means can we beraifed to
this Blifs, but by the Study and Practice
of Holinefs ? It was the Unhappinefs of
the Fews to fancy, th}gt all fhould partake

D of
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of G O DS Promifes to Abrabam, who
were defcended from him after the Flefh,
But the Gofpel acquaints us with thefc
three Things. 1. That Faithin CHRIST
is the means GOD has appointed to
make the Heathens partakers of this Ad-
vantage.

Holy Life.

3. And Laftly, That JESUS CHRIST |4
will never own any for the Blefled of his i
Fatlier, but fuch as by their Works of §
and Perfeverance in Godlineijs, '
fhall have made good the Sincerity of theit |4

Charity

adherence to his Religion.

T O this we are further engaged by a |3
4 baft thow forfaken me? Yet could not he,

fourth Refleftion,which we make upon the

Father’s giving his own Son for a Sacrificc |
to expiate our Crimes. Here we fee on one
hand, the Extream Averfion GO D has |
for Sin, while on the other, we difcover |
the infinite Love He exprefles to Simuers.

We have fet before us thelively Image of
that Abyfs of Mifery into which we had
been pling’d, had not GOD prepar’d
this his Lamb, who gave his own Blaod
and Life to redcemus.  Now our Hearts

muft be utterly obdurate and infeniible,
not

2. That the Profeflion of be- [§
lieving in CHRIST is vain, and de- f;
ceitful, where it is unaccompanied with an |3
Faith without Works is Dead, |3
It is but a pretended and falfe Profeflion. |
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nof toniake a moft ferious reflettion up-
on this Hatred, G O D bears to Sin. We
behold it punifhed in a moft dreadful and
affrighting Manner, when G OD de-
ftroy’d the Old World by the Deluge,
and rain’d down Fire from Heaven on
Sodors, and the Cities that fhar’d in her
unnatural Lufts. - Thefe Punifhments
were Marks of his Juftice, taking Ven-
geance of Sinners. But how infinitely
more terrible is G OD)’S Deteftation of
Sin, pourtrai’din the Death of his Dear
and Only Eegotten Son, whom we fce
fmitecn for onr Inigaitics, and in all out-
ward apparance forfaken of his Father. St.
Peter had not yet feen Him cxtended on
the Crofs, nor heard Him uitering thefe
doleful Words, Ay God, my God, Why

when he faw Him only expoftd to his
hrflt Reproaches, forbear fhedding Tears
of a true Repentance. And what may
then be expected from a Sinner, who in
the Sacrament of the Eunchariff, hasall the
Ideas of his Agony, Sufterings and Death,
moft lively delineated to Him ¢ What an
irreconcilable Averfiori ought not he to
conceive for his Sins? What Refolutions
ought not he to take of leaving and for-
faking them for ever ?

X2 AND
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A N D to this we find our felves ftill |

morc indifpenfably oblig’d,by the Nature }
For, in the fifth |:

Place, itis (as I have faid before ) the J:

of this Sacrament.

Memorial of CHR 1S17°S Blood, by vir-

tue whercof G O D has made a New |;
Covenant with Sinners ; In which He has |;
aflured us, that He will forgive us our ! onnt
Sins, and beftow the Glory of his King- | their GOD. Afofes implics thus much
But the Condition with- |;

out which we cannot bc made Partakers |

dom upon us.

cither of the Remiflion of Sins, or of the

Glory of Heaven, is, the Repenting of ;
our Iniquities, and applyingour felves to |

the Study of Sanctification, to our Life’s
End. The Ecnefit of this New Covenant

is, That God remembers owr Tranfgref- |
fions no more ; but the Condition He re- |

nires of us, is, That whereas the Fews |; .
{ y Lord has made with you concerning all thefe

ving them in their Hearts, we muft al- | Words.

1aid up his Lawsin the Ark, without ha-

" ways have them written in ours, in order
to a continual Religious Obfervance of
them.
fhould daily beg of Him the Pardon of Our
Sins ( which plainly fhews He is ready to

srant itus; ) fo the Only Command He |

lays upon us, is, That for the tine to
come we fin no nore, letta worfe thing
hofall s, And indeed is it not exceed-

ingly

Now, as it is his Will, that we {
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ingly unaccountable, that Men,who would
pafs for Children of GQD, fhould live
the life of Devils? That they, who look
upon themfelves as Confederates with
CHRIST,fhould continually violate the
Conditions of this Covenant? G O 1)
reminded the Fews of their Obligation to
Holinefs, upon the acconnt of his being

in the 24. Chap. of Ew~odus, where the
People having accepted of the Laws
which he had propounded to them from
G 0 D, after he had wrote them in a
Book, .and read the fame in the Audience

1 of the Congregation, they anfiver’d, 4l
§ that the Lord has [aid will we do, and be
3 obedient. Whereupon Mofes fprinkled

the Blood on the People, and faid, Be-
hold the Blood of the Covenant, which the

And {hall Chriftians believe,that
G OD will own them for his People,

{ while they remain in their Bondage to

Sin ? The Meaning of the Covenant we
have made with GO D, has bzen clearly
exprefled by a Pagan, viz. Pliny, whoin
his Epittle tothe Empcrour Tr4jan ( Lib.
10. Ep. 97. ) thus explains thc Notion

i Chriftians had of this Glorious Covenant,

they were cater’d into with G O D, They
E 3 bind
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bind themfelves (fays he ) by a Sacrament

or Qath, not to commit any fuch Crimes, as
are falfly veported of them, but to abftain
from Robbery, Theft and Adultery, to be as
good as their Ward , and Faithful to thety
Truft, ¢e. He plainly fhews, that Belie-
vers looking upon themfelves as Confe-
deratesand Parties in the fame Covenant
with G O D, banifhed all manner of Di-
vifions from the midft of them ; And fur-
ther intimates, that as they did all eat
of the fame Bread, fo they were of one
Heart and Mind, and united to GOD
by their refemblance of Him, and imita-
tion of his Holinefs. Now fince that time
the Gofpel is not alter’d; for its Maxims
are unchangable. Neither is it only with

refpect to the Prophecies or Promifes

therein contained, that it abides to Eter-
nity, without any poffibility, that fo much
as one tittle of it fhould ever fall to the
Ground ; but the fame muft be underftood
of it, as it is the Rule of our Life and
Manners, prefcribed to us by our Lord
and Mafter,

LAST of all, Since JESUS CHRIST
has in this Sacrament, united the Memo-
rial of his Coming in Glory to the Re-
mecmbrance of his Humiliation even unto
Death, will not this Confideration moft

aatnrally
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naturally infpire us with powerful Encou
ragements to Piety, and an indefatigable
Perfeverance in that Fidelity we oweto
Him ¢ In commemorating our Saviour’s
paflion, weare oblig’d to deny our fclves,
and to be rcady to lay down our Livcs,
whenfoever it fhall pleafe God to rcquire
it, in order to the advancement of his
Glory. JESUS CHRIST tells us,
that he is unworthy of Him, who is not
willing to lcave all to follow Him. He
has given his own Lifc for us, and calls
us to a like Abnegation of our felves. They
who feek their own Pleafures, defiretobe
Rich : But CHRIST chofea Volunta-
ry Poverty. Theyare Ambitious of Ho-
nours, whereas He refufed to be madea
King. They fear Death ; but He freely
fubmitted Himfclftoit. They abhor the
Crofs, that ignominiou$ and painful way
of Dying ; whereas He declined not to be
Crucified. We can comumnit no Sin, but
{o far as we dcfire the things which He
defpifed, or endcavour to avoid thofe He -
fo willingly underwent. Certainly the
fight of this Example ought powerfully to
oblige us to an imitation of it. It was
a Saying of St. Cyprian’s ( Epift. 30. ) That
Men are not fitred for Martyrdom, when
they are nat furnifbed for the, Fight ont of

. E 4 the
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the Churcl’s Magazine, and that the Soul is
apt 10 faintywhen it is wot fbrength'ned by a fre-
quent Coprminion. “[his Father was in the
right, and his Reafon for it, is the morc
Solid, becaufe the Eicharift, immediately
after it has exhibited to us the Reprefen-
tation of our Lord’s Death (" which arms
us with conftancy,) fhews us the Reward
of Belicvers, by fttting before our Eyes
his Coming again from Heaven to glorify
them. ?TisthisReturn of our Lord,that
will prove the great Comfort of the Righ-
teous, and at the fame time, 2 dread and
trouble to the Wicked. JESUS CHRIST,
by thus reminding us of his Glory, while
we arc meditating upon his Sufferings;does
much the fame thing He did upon the
Crofs; where he accepted of the Repen-
tance of the Converted Thief, approved
of the A&s of his Faith, the Marks of
his Love and Tokens of his Zeal for the
Innocence and Glory of this JESUsg,
whorn he now look’d upon, as his Saviour.
CHR IS T kindly received and rewarded
t he evident Expreflions of his Hopes. But
-on the other hand, punifhed the Unbelief
and Impenitence of his Companion ; He
affiired the former, that he wounld admit
Him into his Kingdom, becaufe He faw

in his Heary the Character of a lincere
reliever.
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Belicver, and all the gencrous Inclinations

- of a Martyr; but left the latter to thejuit

deferts of his Iniquities. A truc Penitent
meets with the greateft Comforts imag-
nable in the Eucharift, wherethe Impeni-
tent (who treads under foot the Blovd of the
Covenant, and difcerns not the Lord’s Body)
receives bis own Damnation, *Tis abfolutely
impoffible this Sacrament fhould not have
fuch different Efiecls upon thefe two forts
of Communicants. For from it procceds
a Voice, that proclaims Pardonto peni-
tent Sinners; and in it we plainly foe the
Solid Foundation ofe that Dcrcy, which
G OD willin his due time,fully difplay ;
But withal we ought to take notice it cries
aloud, that wc muft enter upen the Way
of Holincfs, and perfevere therein to the
End, even to Death, as JESUS CHRIST
did, if we defirc to appear with full af-
Jurance before bis Throae, who is to judge
all Men at the laft Day, and reader to ¢ve-
ry ore according to bis Works.

THE END.
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Advertifement

TO THE

READER.

HE R E s nothing in thefe MAX-

I IMS , but what 15 univerfally ac-

: knowledg’d and  receiv’d by the

CHRISTIAN World ; _And

though they are all fo 'uer/ plain and evident,

as not to be lyable 1o the leaft Difpure ;, yer is

was fippos’d, that a Collection of them, wonld

st be aleogether unprofieable. *Tss true, no

Body will argue againft them, when propos'd,

Yet it muft be granted, there are very few
that mind, and fewer that praitife them.

THERE be many, who fancy they are good

C HRISTI'ANS , "becanfe they apply them-

Jelves to the Ontward Duties of Religion ;

Others think they gomnch further, becaufe they

frudy



'To the Readet.

Jtudy thofe Difputable Points, which divide
C HRISTIANS among themfelves. This
Cuftomary Devotion, or Controverfigl Di-
vinity i not chicfly That., which GOD .vequires
of us. There is {onething move [ublime and [a-
tisfaftory in the Sincere Profeffion of Religion.

I.N thefe Maxims an Effay i made to give
anIdea of Chriftian Duties to fuch, as ncver
bave made it their bifinefs to inform them-
[elves about them.  If there be any, who objett
thar they contain nothing but fome very common
Reflections, whick are frequently beard from
the Pulpit, they onght to confider, that they
are the lefs cxcufable for their ignorance of,
or not preftifing (Maxims) which wonld not
be [0 often inculcated, were they not the moft
Effential Part of Gofpel-Precepts.

1 H E only aim in the Meshod obferv’d,
and Brevity affected bere, is 10 make the Rea-

der wmore eaflly fenfible of the meceffity of

thefe Reflections, and the Importance of the
Truths contained in them. GO D 'grant,
that as the Delign in Writing of them,
was to be fubfervient to the Salvation of Siir-
ners 5 fo they may frir up in Jome a Defire
of employing themfelves, with more care and
ferveirgy, about the Duties they point. ar.
e

Epidletus

EPICTETUS
CHRISTIANUS;

O R,

Maxims -

OF TRUE

CHRISTIANITY.

MAXIM L

That. it bebooves us to have Maxims

of Piety.

H E moft important Duty of Man,
. is Psety. It is mo very great

matter whether we are fuccefs-

ful, or not, inallothcr Employ-

ments of this Lifc, provided we difcharge
well
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well the Duties of CHRISTIANITY
and approve our fclves jult and honeft.
In fuch Cafc wc cannot ntifs of being
happy. , .

4 OW great an Error is it toframe
‘Maxims to our {clves, whereby to attain
Skill in Arts and Sciences, while at the
{zme time we negled to ufe the like Me-
thod in the concerns of Godlinefs # No
wonder therefore that fo little Progrefs
ismadeinit. Is it poffible for him toad-
vance in his way, who keeps no certain
path ?

W E muft cure our felves of that rafh-
nefs and inadvertency, which common-
ly attend our aftions. Certainly the
Thing upon which our Eternal Happi-
nefs, or Everlafting Mifery depends, is
well worth our moft ferions Confideration.
We muft furnifh our Hearts with Adax-
jms of Piety, and purfue them with the ut-

moft earneftnefs.

MAXIM

Tirue Chriftianity. 63

MAXIM IL

That it imports us in, the ﬁrﬁ place,
to0 examine what our Chief and Laft
End is.

HE firft A&t of Wifdom is, to cxa-
mine how we cameinto the World ;
whether by :I?‘A Effect of Chance, or that

we owe our Being to the Alniighty Hand
of G Q D, who created us.

THE Second; Whether we onght to
govern, our fclves by Rules ; or, without
any the leaft refletion or reftraint, may
give way to all the thoughts of our Hearts,
the words of our Mouths, and the works
of our Hands.

AND laftly; the Chief Act of Wif-

dom is, to confider what we ought to be,

i and how to behave our felves with refpet

to our Laft End. G OD having of his -
Goodnefs, created tus, we muft be entire-
ly fubject to Him. Let us therefore look
upon our. felves as made for Him, and
confequently fo diret the whole Courfe
of our Life, that it may contributeto his
Glory, \

F  MAXIM-
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MAXIM Ik

That ire all onr altions, we ought to have
a due regard to our Laf? End.

T is moft ftrange and deplorable, to B
fee the greateft part of Mankind de- B
part this Life, without a juft confide- f
ration and knowledge of the End, for |

which they were brought into it. This
ing any thoughts of the Matter, or

throughly.

AN.D yet amore fad thing it is,when § dies; the Creatures fhe abounds with,

| Grve £ o Del
had of our Laft End, we do not alt con- § ferve for my Food, Neceflity and Deligh.

after this Examination and Knowledge

formable to our Informations and Refle-
{tions thereupon.
der our Diforders the more inexcufable,
~ and make our Sins to cry the louder for
vengeance. _

W E muft have a continual regard to
our Laft End,that fo it may regulate all the
actions of our Life,and make us truly wife.
But how canwe think of it, as we ought,
without telling our felves, that our not

minding this, muft necds be our ruin ?
. .
> MAXIM

This cannot but ren- § fove Him with all my Soul, obey Him with

| all Faithfulnefs ,
i thefe his Benefits heap’d upon me, blefs
) and magnify his Great Name.

Tine Chriftianity. 6y
MAXIM IV.

| That we ought to confider we are God’s

Creatures.

OME few years fince, I had no Exi-
ftence, and triow I find I have a Being,
Life, Motion, a Rational Soul, Inlight-
ned Mind, and a Body more perfect, than

! ‘ ¢ U M that of any other Animal.
arifes either from their never entertain- R y

ALL Creatures adminifter continual

§ Supplies to my VVants; the Heavensafford

neglecling to acquaint themfelves with it § i their Lights and Influence; the Earth

yiclds me her Fruits, Waters and Reme-

SHALL I beexcufable then, if I for-
get H I M, who made me ? No, I muft

and in confideration of

_ Thele
are Duties we fhall find to be abfolutely
indifpenfable, if we do but ferioufly

confider we arc his Creatures.

F 2 MAXIM
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MAXIM V.
That we onght tobe moft fenfible of God's

Favonr in onr Prefervation.

\ E muft leave it to Arheifts to at-
tribute their Subfiftence, as they
do their Being, to Chance ; As for our
part, we ought to look upon our Prefer-
wvation, as a continual Creation; fince
G OD, by his Power, Goodnefs and Wif-
dom, communicates Life to usevery mo-
ment.

Han,dwould moft certainl ydeftroy us;who
“to this is pleas’d to fuperadd fuch plenty

fwcet and comfortable.
HOW thankful therefore ought weto

" be ? How great acknowledgments ought § 0 W . C
GOD. for thefe fignal § thing is Sin, that JESU S CHRIS']
B L T Shall s 817 b muft ed s Blood to deliver me from it !

often as we refpire, meditate on Him, What Profanenvcfs! What Sacriledge is

| it, to trample under Foot that Precious
i Blood, with which we are redeem’d ! How
i hellifhly wicked muft we be,not to love a

| SAVIOUR, who fo dearly lov’d us!

Favours tous? Shall not we therefore, as

who fo conftantly thinks of us?

MAXIM

C ATl VORI U BT IS e LT AN T 8 e A ST T T, 6 T kA TN v
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MAXIM VL

That we [hould continually veflelt up-
on the Great Work_ of our Redemp-

tion.

HE who made, and does ftill preferve
mc, is the fame, who has redecemed
me. It is ncither Man, nor Angel, but
the Only Son of G O D, JESUS CHRIST
Himfelf, who was willing to become my
Surety, and appeafe the Wrath of his

THERE is not one inftant of our f Almighty Father,in dying for me.
Life, but GO Ddelivers us from infinitc § .. . .
Evﬁ; ::vhich but for his Preventing did not he fuffer! He was crucified like a
Han o ’ i Slave, and underwent a Punifhment, that

! GOD Himfelf had cal’d a Curfe, Not

lefli ak Life. | only the World and Hell infulted over
of Bleflings , as to make our Lifc. mof | Him, but He complain’d of his being for-
§ faken cven of his Father.”

W HA T Outrages, what Torments,

O WHAT a ftrange and horrible

F a .MAXIM
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MAXIM VIL
That we muft follow the Divine Call,

IS G O Ddraws us, that we may g

come to Him; without which we B
conld not have the leaft thought or defire §
thitherward. We muft obey his Voice, §
while He is pleas’d to dire(t it'to us; j

For elfe, Life and Redemption procur’d B 12 -pitdren

by Him, will be unprofitable to us.

HOW many Heathens have becn '.

without the' Advantages we injoy ! How
many Infidels and Idolaters: have been de-

priv’d of this Grace of Vocation, with- §

out which a Man can ncver be converted!
Shall we make them rife up in Judgment
againft us ?

O THE wonderful Paticnce and For- §
bearance of GOD ! who after a thou- §
fand Contempts of his Grace, receives us §
to Repentance ; After many obftmate re- E
fiftings of the Heavenly Infpirations of his §
Spirit; is yet pleas’d to continue his Gra- §

cious Call to us! Follow we then his Voice,
which invites us to the Supremelt Good.

MAXIM

Iyue Coriftianity. 71

MAXIM VIL

That we muft Study God's Condud¥ to-

wards Hs.

E lofe the Benefit of the Mercies

and Cliaftifements, G OD di-

fpenfes to us, while we are unacquainted

with the Condu&t He obferves towards

Through our ignorance of

this, we aflict our felves with that which

is Matter of Comfort, and make merry
in the midft of Temptations.

HAD Fofeph underftood GOD’S

Leading, he would have wept, when he

. found himfelf his Mafter’s Favourite, and

rejoyced, when the accufation of his luft-
ful ‘Miftrefs caft him into that Prifon,
which advanc’d him to little lefs, than
Pharaol’s Throne, :

T HE Devil prompts us to judge of
GOD’S Conduct according to outward
appearance. This is one of his moft dan-
ggrous Delufions. It is therefore our Du-
ty to meditate upon thofe Maxims, GO D
has revealed to us, and upon the Examples
of his Providence towards the Saints,who
have been before us.

F 4 MAXIM
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MAXIM IX

That we ought daily to examine onr
Confience,

N OT toreflet upon our Behaviour,
1s to live without Reqfon; and not
to remind our felves, every day, of the
State of our Hearts, is to live without
Grace.  'We ought to take daily notice
what good we have omitted, and what
evil we have done. , ‘

WE cannot be faved without the for-
rows of Repentance, without a through
refolution to amend what’s amifs, and
an anxious fecking after thofc Remedies
that can heal vs. VVhich is not attaina-
ble but by a conftant Review of our
‘Thoughts, Wordsand Adtions.

W E daily behold our felves in our
Glafs, and yet are carclefs of confulting
the Law of GOD. ’Tis to undervalue
the Study of Perfetion, thus to neglet
our own Hearts, and bring our felves to
that pafs; asnot to pray any more out of
a fenfe of our neceds, but out of mecr
Cultom.

- a A wmwY e
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MAXIM X

That we onght to awvoid too mmch Ba-

[enefs.

SO U L taken up with the Cares of

Salvation, does not cumber her
fclf with the things of this prefent Life.
The retirement (which' fhe confecrates to
to God, by devoting it to Pious Reflecti-
ons ) is much dearer to her, than all the
Employments in the World,

L ET us remember the Parable of Our
Lord, which aflures us, that the Word
falling into the Heart of a Man, diftracted
with worldly Cares, islike Seed that falls
among Thorns, which growing up, choak
itat laft.

M Y GOD ! How much more advanta-
geous is it; by means ofa calm and com-
pofed temper of Mind, to refemble that
good Ground,which brings forth Thirty,
Sixty, yea, cven an Hundred Fold 5 than
to have our Hearts crouded with a thou-
fand vain Solicitudes, how innocent {o-
ever they may appear to us!

ATASYINS
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MAXIM XL

That we muft often vecollelt our felves,
to think_ of our Salvation.

H E greateft part of our Life is
fpent in a guilty kind of Slumber.
Time flics away, and the Glafs of Life ha-
ftens towards Death. We come, we go,
we talk and act; and thisalmoft continu-
ally, without having the leaft rcgard to
what concerns Salvation.

I F we judge aright, we fhall find, that
either we do that which is altogether e-

*vil, or at leaft, veryremote from the
Principal End of Life; or elfc we Squan-
der our time in idlenefs, and do no-
‘thing at all.  'Which negle&, though it
be leaft criminal, yet is not quite fault-
Iefs.

WE can make no better ufe of our
Life, than when by frequent retirement,
we renew the Pious Refolutions we have
formerly taken. 'We mult cxamine very
narrowly, whether our Life and Attions
arc anfwerable to that Model we have fet
hefore us.

MAXIM
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MAXIM XIL

That we onght carefilly to confider the
Vanity of this Life.

HERE is nothing more miferable,
T than Life’sinconftancy. Its longeft
Date is but a Span. It is obnoxious to
many thoufand accidents, that fnatch it
away, when we lcaft think on’t. ltis
more brittle, than Glafs; and at beft
but our way to Death,

AN D can we thus refle¢t upon the
Vanity of this Life, and not bedifgufted ¢
Can we help defpifing the pleafures of it,
and lifting our Hearts above Time, fix
them on the Life Eternal ? B

THE World paflcs away, and we in
it: Its Delufions, that have fo often fur-
prized us, featter and vanifh, proporti-
onably. to the growth of our Expericnce,
They only have attain’d a fix’d and fet-
led State, who have refign’d themielves
to GO D, and the Contemplation of
Eternity.

MAVYDM
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MAXIM XIL

That we onglt frequently to think of

cath.

W E cannot avoid Death; But the
time, place, manner, and cir-
cumftances of it, we know not. How
great would be our Unhappinefs, fhould
it furprize us in Sinand Impenitence, and
come. to execute the dreadful Decree of
our Everlafting Damnation !

THE very image of Death affrights
us, though we fuppofeit afar off, What
will it do, when it fhall ftare us in the
Face, and fet before our Eyes our great
and innumerable Sins, in oppofition to
G Q@ DS Fawours, and fill our Souls with
Remorfe and Terrour ¢

G O D makes ufc of this Profpect of
the Grave to affright us to him. It a-
wakens our Confciences, fortifies our
Faith, and animates our Hopes. But
Good GO D! VVhat would become of
us, fhould we defcend to Death without
having once thought of, or confider’d it,
and without being made wifer by the In-
ftrutions it affords ?

RAAVYINSG
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MAXIM XIV.

That we ought to confider every Day,
as if it were our lufl.

ESUS CHR I ST has commanded

us, to watch conftantly for his Com-
ing tojudge the World. G O D has left
us uncertain of the Hour of our Death.
What would not we wifh we had done,
if this very Day CHR IS T fhould come
to Judgment, or Death fnatch us away,
and fet us beforc G O D’S Tribunal ?

W E lofe opportunities of doing good,
and embrace thofe of doing ill; becaufe
we think we are fure to live long, and re-
pent beforc Death furprizesus. Strange
blind Security !

I AM affir’d G O D will pardon me,
if I truly repent before the Day of my
Death ; but thould be ftark mad to think
of delaying the Duty of Repentance, a
Moment, fince ’tis not impoflible but that
even that very Moment may be my laft.

MAXIM
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MAXIM XV.

That we onght continually to E/7'315 the
Frdgment of God before onr Eypes.

OW terrible will the Fudgment of
GOD be to the Wicked ! CHRIST,
whom they have outrageoufly abus’d, is
togive Sentencc; their own Confciences
to be Witnefs againit them, and the De-
vil waits for the word of Command to
put itin Exccution. No Grace now tohc
hoped for ; noroom left for Repentance.
S E CR E T Thoughts, idle VVords,
wavering Actions ; All fhall be brought
forth to Judgment. G OD’S Alfliftance,
Paticnce and Benefits will be ourrreproach.
Sins committed , good Deceds omitted,
Time loft, and the like, will be punithed.
Excufes, Prayers, Tears; All thefc will
avail nothing againft the Jufticc of this
Tribunal. |

O H'! How much ought the dread of
this Judgment to come, to pollefs our
Minds! How can we fleepin Sin quietly ?
Our Souls may each moment be cited be-
forc the Throne of GOD, there to be

judg’d and fentenc’d to Eternal Pains.
. MAXIM
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MAXIM XVL

That the Confrderation of the Torments
of Hell ought to affright us to Hea-

ven.

F the Divine Favours prove too weak,

to overcome our Obftinacy ; yet (at
leaft ) let the pains of Hell, terrify us
into Endeavoursto preventthem. o

LET, our minds vifit this Abyfs of
Mifery, where the Sinner fuffers, in eve-
ry Senfe, Torments proportioned to his
Crimes. He has loft GO D for ever, and
is given up to Eternal Remorft of Con-
{cience.

Prifons, Dungeons, Racks have their
Terrours. But whatare thefe to Hell 2
Eternal Darknefs, unquenchable Fire,
the prefence of Devils, and the Damned ;
Lamentations, Howlings, Blafphemies,
Defpair. Thefe are but a rude Draught
of that Region of Anguifh,

MAXIM
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MAXIM XVIL

That the Glory of Heaver onght power-
fully vo incitc onr Picty.

EAVEN isthe Lot of the Righte-

ous; where the abfence of all Evil,
an unfpeakable fulnefs of Eleflings, both
for Body and Soul, and a perfult fruiti-
onof GOD,fhall make up our Happinefs.
]llt sUs CHRIST, the Bridegroom,
will there give Confummation to our
Joys. = - . .

N O more Temptations, no more Sins,
no more Sufferings, no more Fears ; But
Light in the Mind, Comforts in the Heart,
Peace in the Conicience, aperfect Union
of the Faithful in giving Eternal Thanks
to God, in the enjoyment of Felicity that
fhall haveno end. .

VVhat ought not we to do; what Mi-
feries fhould not we be content to fuffer,

to fecurc the hope of this Glory God has

promis’d tous # What Terrour oughtto .

feize us, when we refleCt npon our Sins,
which (if not repented of ) will deprive
u1s of it for ever?

MAXIM

| inconftancy of our Nature, 4
whether the Eye of G O Ddocs not dif-

Tiue Chriftianity, 8x

MAXIM XVIIL

Thab we are always to fland in a Reli-
gious Fear.

C HRIST having told his Difciples,
thatone of them would betray him,
they all trembled at the horror of this
Crime, though there was but one, that

¢ was to commit it,

Let us always be watchful againft the
Who knows

cover that in our Hearts, which is yet
unknown to us? The Example of the
Saints, ought to infpire us with a Religi-
ous Fear.

THE Fall of St. Peter was expiated by
Tears of Repentance. But how can he
who confiders on his failing, truft to his
own Strength ¢ The Looks of his Mafter
infus’d the Motives to his Remorfe. But
CHRIST does not always afford his
Gracious Countenance to thofe, who de-
fert and deny him.

« MAXIM
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MAXIM XX

That Sin is more to be feard than
Death,

SIN is Treafon againft the King of
Heaven: "Tis copying from the fal-
len Angels.It is the only Object of GOD’S

- Averfion. He punifh’d it without remedy, |
in thofe Curfed Spirits. And who can |

caft up the Accounts of them, Sin fends
to Eternal Deftruction 2

I F Deathconld be feparated from the
Curfeof GOD ; If it did confiftinato-
tal Annihilation; Wicked Men ought to
wifh for it, as a Cureof the Reproaches
and Difquicts of their own Confciences.

But alas ! itis quite another thing,
~ LET ustherefore fear Sin more than
Death it felf ; Or rather; Let the Wa-
ters of the Deluge, the Flames of Sedos,
and all other Exemplary Judgments upon
harden’d Sinners, difplay to us the hor-
rors of Sin, and the Everlafting Punifh-
ment referv’d for it.

MAXIM
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MAXIM XX

That we onght to fear GO D more than
< Men,

W HAT blindnefs isit to fear Men,
more than GO D! We bear with
patience,the wrongs doneus by our Supe-
riours, leaft our Complaints fhould en-
creafe our Oppreflion. But we too ofteri
offtnd the Weak, rotwithftanding
CHRIST’S Command to the contrary.

1T% eafier to reftrain our Anger a-
gainft our Inferiours (as CHR IS T re-
quires ) than to endure injuries from
Great Men. Why fhould we then kindle
a Fire, which CHR IS T would have ex-
tinguithed, when the only fear of Men,
makes us careful to extinguifh the Fire
they kindlein us ? : -

LET us therefore judge righteonfly y
be afhan’d of our impertettions, and
bluth at our doing lefs for the fear of
the L OR D (that LORD we are {fo much
bound to love) than for the fear of Men,
who have no Title like his, cither to our
fear or love.

G2 MAXIM
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MAXIM XXI

TLhat the whole Conrfe of onr Life onght to
be a continual Study of Mortification,

S O horribly hasSin corrupted our Na-
ture, that unlefs we take great care
continually to reftrain our inclinationsto
Evil, we fhall unavoidably fall into all
manner of Vices.

UNLESS the Flefh be mortify’d, it

-will rebel againft the Spirit.  Unlefs we
refift our Paflions, they will prevail a-
gainft the Light of our Reafon, and our
Rcafon, unlefs enlight’ned, will oppofe
GO D’S Law and our Duty.

LET us beware of thofe things that
flatter our Senfes, and feed our Paflions.
Let us not fuffer our Thoughts to wander,
but govern our Hearts and Minds, by
bringing them into a due Subjeltion to
Reafon and the Will of G OD.

MAXIM
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MAXIM XXII

That we onght continually to firive ¢
gainft the Unrulinefs of Self-Love.

HE Prevalence of Self-love is the

 Source of Sin. We all naturally
afpire to Happinefs ; this is innocent s,
But we place Felicity either in Riches,
Honours of Pleafures ; whichis our mi-
ftake.

G O D does not forbid us to love our
felves; for Self-love is neceffary to our
Prefervation ; But he charges us, not to
love our felves with a blind and unac-
countable Love ; that is, to love our Bo-
dy better thanour Soul; this Temporal,
more than Eternal Life.

LE T°S labour to rettify our Paflions,
by propofing to them due Objects, things
truly Good, Solid Honours, and Riches
that take not to themfelves Wings. Let
us believe GO DS Decilions concerning
thefe, rather than the Suggeftions of Sen-
fuality.

G 2 MAYIM
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MAXIM XXHI
That we onght to re/ijl our Paffions,

HIS Life is a Scene of Combate,
& where though we are. not always
fighting with our Enemies or wild Beafls,
yet muft ever be contending againft our
Paflions, that endeavour to ufurp the Do-
minion of our Hearts.

IF we fuffer any one of thefe to be
the Miftrefs of our Soul, then Farewell
Reafon and Tranquillity. Then will both
our Soul and Body be expos’d to ingvi-
table Dangers : An Eternal Death to both
mult be the portion of fuch, as fhall bé
{ubjected to this Tyranny. S

BU'T while we courageoufly oppo
their affaults, we fecure .gur lslri,et,p I:mjs
are In the fure way to Glory, whereof we
have foretafts even in this Life, at leaft
a certain Hope fhall crown the Conflict.

MAXIM
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MAXIM XXIV.

That we -ought to bridle that Pride,
which is apt to reign in us.

T HERE is nothing more difficult,

than the freeing our felves from
Pride. Men arc naturally in love with
their own Worth, and proud of what
they poffefs. They love to be eftecni’d of
others, delight to make a fhew of their
Perfections. In a word, their ambition
is to be thought and confider’d as wife, .
skilful and honeft Men. o
BU T nothing is more neceflary, than
to oppofe a Paffion, which is the Mother
of Boafting, Vain-Glory, Obftinacy, Pre-
fumption and Bypocrify, What fafety
can thefe. hope for, when G O D has de-
clar’d, he refifts the Proud, and gives
Grace to the bumble ? ~
LET us confider the Caufe of this Paf-
fion. The Devil, who is King of tlhie
Children of Pride, hasinfufed it into us.
Its Effefts here below, fill Human Socie-
ties with Troubles and Debate; and its
Eternal Effe@ts hercafter, are the uniting
us to him, and feparating us fiom our

LOR D, who is Humility it felf.
G a MAXIM
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MAXIM XXV.
That we ought to fuppre(s all defives of

becoming great,

E VERY Condition has its Comforts

and Diftafts. The reafon why we
defire to rife in the World, is, bécaufe
we have no mind to know this Truth, viz,
That no State is happy, but that of the
Virtuous, be their Condition what it will,
LET us not think fo much of rifing and
becoming great, asof collecting Comfort
from a troublefoine Life, and extracting
Pleafure from Calamity.  Let us free our
fclves from difquiets;, the Place we may
aimat, is no better than that weare in.
G OD has appointed every one of us
his Place and Bounds. Thefe he has de-
termin’d for us by our-Birth, Wealth
and Capacity: Let us not prefime to quit
or go beyond them ; fince we caninot do it,
without violating the Decrecs of his Pro.
widence, and expofing our felves to rani-
fold Temptations.

- F OACYYa a
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M AXIM XXVL

That Humility onght to be the Badge of
our Profeffion,

TH ERE is no true C’hrij}z'am}z_y with-
out Humilsty 5 1t was this CHRIST
taught us, by his Life and Dogtrine. How
dare we affume the Name of Chriftians,
while we neglect to practife his Preceprs ?
W E ought therefore ingenuoufly to
acknowledge our weaknefs, and inftead of
making a fhew of our Parts, or other
Advantages, and feeking the praife of
Men, embrace all occafions, which may
abate and mortify our Pride.

T O do this, we need no more, than
refled on what we are. ' We come from
nothing, and are Sinners into the bargain;
‘The Advantages we poflefs, are the fruit
of the Divine Bounty, and we muft one
day give an account for them.
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MAXIM XXVII

That we onght 1o beware of Covelonf-
nefs,

OW properly is Coveronfuefs call’d

by St. Paul, the Root of all Evil?
Love of Riches makes us deal unjuftly
with our Ncighbour ; It ftifles all fenfe
of natural Affefllion, and changes an
Apottte of C HRIST into a Minifter of
the Devil,

A SOUL that is cagerly inclin’d to

the love of Riches, expofes it felf to a
«certain danger for an uncertain gain
it fears not Eternal Deftruction, fo it
may but fatisfy its greedinefs. Bchold
~ here the Quinteflence of Blindnefs and
" Folly. :

LET us dread to be poffefs’d of fo

vile a Paflion, which will not ftick to-

prempt us to betray our LOR D him-
fclf.  Fidas did not betray Him, for fear
of Perfecution, but through love of
Mony ; and the famc will make CHRIST
to deftroy us, without rcmedy, for ha-
ving {o fottifhly fought for Happinefs, in
heaping up a little fhining Duft.

MAXIM
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MAXIM XXVIIL

~ That we ought to reftvain the motions of

nger.

N GER disfigures a Man, by de-

throning his Reafon. It 1stherife

of Quarrels, Curfings and Blafphemies.

It begets Hatred and Revenge, without

confidering Reafon, Juftice or the Di-
vine Laws,

H O W dangerous is it to give up our
{elves to this Paffion, and follow the mo-
tions of it! VVhat an horrible thing to
be tranfported upon every flight occafi-
on, or charge GO D with our difafters,
and murmur againft him, or brandith
our fury againft our Neighbour ?

LET us betimes refift the Motions of
Anger. Let us lcarn to look upon our
Miferies as Chaftifements; and upon In-
juries, as Trials GOD lays upon us.
If our Heart at any time,rifes in fpight of
us, let us prefently recall our felves, and
not fuffer the Sun- (" according to the Law
of CHRIST ) to go down upon our
Worath.

MAVYIAM
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MAXIM XXIX.

That we muﬂ root Efwy ont of onr Hearts.

HA T greater Madnefs, than to be
' griev’d at our Neighbour’s Wel-
fare, asif his Happinefs muft needs make
us Miferable/ VVhat Injultice to rejoyce
at his. Misfortunes, and infult over him,
or take delight in his being caft down!
This Paffion cannot poflefs a Heart, that
is not given up to the Devil.

[ F we will not abhor Envy, becaufe
it confumes the Envious, and tears him
inwardly; or for its delighting in, and
feeding it felf with Filth and Ordure ;
Let us at Icaft hateit, as being the Source
of that deteftable Crime the Fews commi-
ted in delivering up Our LORD to
Death. :

O LET us ftrangle this Monfter,and
acquiefce in G 0 DS VVay of difpenfing
his Favours. Let us freely impart the
Profperity he has given us, or beg of
Him to fupply our want of power, by
granting our defircs for the good of our
Neighbour. '

MAYXIM
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MAXIM XXX

That we onght tobear Injuries with Pa-
tience.

S OCRATES being ftruck, would
) -not revenge himfelf. This Exam.
ple of Patience, feveral Heathens have
imitated ; Yea, they have made it their
Endeavour to conquer the malice of their

- Enemies with kindnefs.

ALAS! How many Chriftians may
juftly fear, that the Benignity of a Hea-
then will aggravate their Condemnation?
VVe are Chriftians,and as fuch fhould own
thisfor a Maxim,That he who does the injury,
is the Wreschopot be who fuffers by it.VVe are
the Difciples of GOD, who forbids us all
Self-revenge; and yet we are ready every
minute to thunder out our refentments
againft others.

LET us inaword wifely confider, thag
we are Criminals, who fue for Pardon;
that we are at the foot of the Throne,
and under the Eyes of a GO D, who Has
proclaimed to us, that Pengeance is his.
Let us not fet light by his Prefence, his
Yoice and Dreadful Judgments.

: MAXIM
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MAXIM XXXL
That we vnf} abbor all Lnspurity:
'VV E cannot juftly pretend to the
Glory of Angels, unlefs we
imitate their Purity. To follow the

pleafures of the Flefh, hunt after its Al-
lurements, and cherifh its filthy Delufi-

ons, is to walk in the Path of Damnati- -

On. ]

C AN we be convinc’d of thefe Truths,
without being in love with Chaffiry ; with-
out avoiding all danggerous occalions, as
inticing Company and guilty Sloth, and
without arming our {felves againit the
Fleth, by Fafting dnd Mottification ?

LET us make a Covenant with our
Eyes, that they never open a Door to any
unclean Thoughts; and if atany time
they break this Covenant; let our Heart,
being animated by the Crofs of JESUS,
ftifle allthofe Thoughts ini their Birth,
which might Iead us to Sin,

MAXIM
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MAXIM XXXIL

That we onght to beware of Detrattion.

ETRACTION isthe Charatter

of Malignity. VVe cannot revile
another, without hurting ow felves, and
them that take'delight to hear us. Vve
make them Complices. in our Sin; and
by infpiring them with the {ame Hatred
we have for our Neighbour, rob them of
their Reft.

VVE juitly hold it finful to ftain our
Hands in our Brother’s Blood; and can we
think it innocent to dip our Tongucinit
by Calumny, by publifhing his faults, by
rendring his Principlcs doubtful, or de-
crying his Virtues ?

D AF I D declares he could not abide
Slanderers in hi Court. Can we ima-
gine CHRIST will admit them inte
Heaven, who blaft their Brothers Repu-
tation, and take delight in this kind of
Cruelty ?

MAXIM
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MAXIM XXXIL

That we onght never to believe Calums-
ny, to the prejudice of Truth.

I L AT E perceiving the malice of

the Fews, and the Innocence of
CHRIS T, wonld fain have cleared
Him; but was vanquifhed by a Motive
. of Carnal Policy. He no fooner heard
them cry out [ If thox releafe tbi!_. Man,
thow art not Ceefar’s Friend 7 but his pur-

ofe of faving Him vanifh’d.
¥ O INJUSTICE! Vvas CHRIST

ever a Head of Rebels # Did He at any
time, provide Arms and Ammunition, or
levy Souldiers? Did not He fubmit him-
felf to the Koman I;aws, hpay Tribute and
openly aflert Cefar’s Right?

PeT Yo accufe{l HR IgS T of Sqdition,
was to call depth of Poverty, Prideand
Ambition ; Obedience,, Rebellion, and
Humility, Vain-Glory. . But Pretences
are never wanting, and depraved Nature
lends a more willing Ear to Calumny, than
Lruth,

MAXIM
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M AXIM XXXIV.

- That we ought to weigh the Confequences

both of Vice and Virtne.

IRTUE is laid afide, when the
difficulties of it o:ily are confider’d,
and #jce embrac’d when the Pleafurcs it
yieldsare fet before us,  But a Chriftian
ought to make very different Reflettions.
VIRTUL bears an Impreffion of
G OD, and Vice is the Fruit of the De-
vil’s Suggeftions. The former fills the
Soul with Tranquillity, by begetting in
it the Love of GO Dand AMex ; And the
latter Galls the Confcience with a thou-
fand Checks,and brings the Ofitnder into
contempt both with G O D and Men.
BT abovecally a good Man expecls

with joy, the Glory of Heaven, *which

he is to poflefs; whereas the Wicked are
continually rack’d with the fears of fu-
ture Torments, which GOD has ap-
pointed to be their portion for cver. Who
after thefe RefleCtions, can remain doubt-
ful where to choofc?

11 AL A YT AL
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MAXIM XXXV.

That we ought to make a careful Seru-
tiny.inmto our Defelts, in order 1o our
Amendment. '

RE LIGION invites us to the Study
of Perfeltion ; It fets before us
GOD and CHRIST for our Patrern ;
It furnithes us with infinite Motives to
ingage us toit, and gives us to under-
ftand, that our Happinefs confifts in this
Perfettion. How isit then that we labour
not afterit ?

W E read, fpecak, write, difcourfe it
morally, and talk of our Paffions and
their Remedies ; And yet continue in the
fame State, ftill have the fame Vices and
Inclinations; And all is, becaufe we do
not apply our felves to a throvgh-fearch
of our Hearts.

O R Faults can never be amended,
unlefs they be known ; nor known, with-
out enquiry. The Heart, which is foin-
duftrious in fearch after the Frailties of
others, to upbraid them therewith, would
he better employ’d, incxamining and ap-

plying
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plying Remedics to its own. This is a

chief Ingredient towards the attainment
of Perfettion.

MAXIM XXXVL

That we ought not to make Cuffom, or
Example, a Plea for our Fanlts.

HO UG H Chriftianitydoesnot oh-
‘ lige us to fhun Fuman Society, yet
its chief aim is, to inculcate to-us, that
the World is plung’d in Sin and Licenti-
oufnefs ;; and therefore that we ought
not to imitate its corrupt Manners.

WORLDLY Men find delight in
thofe actions that offend GOD. They
provoke one another, by their Examples,
to violate the Divine Laws, without re-
gret or reftraint. But. we muft reject
their impious Maxims, that we may
follow the Law of GOD.

W H AT folly-then is-it to make thefe
our Patterns ¢ Do we think that the pre-
{eription of their Examples and Cuftoms,
can ovcr-rule the Divine Right and Au-
thority over us?

H 2 MAXIM
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MAXIM XXXVIL

That we muft avoid Relapfes into Sirn

HAT miferable Wretches are

we, to condemn our Repentance,

and retwrn to the Way of Perdition,

whence GOD by his Grace has recalled

us! What elfeisthis, but to precipitate

our felves into remedilefs Woes, by a pre-

fumptuous contempt of G O D’S Favours,
and our own Salvation ? o

"LET wus therefore retain in our

Heartsa true forrow for having oftended

the DIVINE MAJESTY, beafraid:

of the Actions that firft prompted us to
fin, and careful to make nfe of thofe Re-
medies G O D has provided for us, to for-
ward and perfect our Cure.

IS the Health of the Soul of lefs con-
cern to us, than that of the Body ? Or
are the Eternal pains, which GOD
will inflict upon them, who fuffer them-
felves tobe carry’d away with the Vio-
lence of their Paflions, incapable to af-
fright us to Him ? | S

MAXIM
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MAXIM XXXVIL

That we muf} not abufe the Long-Suf-
| fering of God.

S TRANGE and furprizing is the
Corruption of our Nature ! GO DS
Paticuce, which fo meekly invites us to
Repentance, ferves but to harden us in
our wicked Ways ; The greater his Cle-
mency is towards us, the more we multi-
ply om Tranfgreflions againft Him.
~WHILE we cannot be ignorant, that
his Patience admits of Bounds, and that
the End of his Mercy is the Beginning of
an inexorable Severity. We heap upto
our felves a Treafure of Wrath, in refuling
to comply with the Gracious Invitations
of DIVINE LOVE.
WHEN therefore we reflect upon his
Forbearance towards us, while we were
difobedient, let us, by no means,thence in-

fer, that we may ftill continue to abufe"

it'; but remember, that Patience provok’d
titrns into Fury. :

17 . ALANTYR £
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MAXIM XXXIX.
Lhat we muft not be afpamed of God-

linefs.

T*H E moft terrible Temptation we
are lyable to, isto fee the Modifh
Men of the Age, call the Fear of GO D
Superfition, and Devotion Hypocrify. They
endeavour to per{wade us, that none but
bafe and abject Mindsare capable of be-
ing befotted with fuch Chymara’s,

HAD Worldly Men a Heaven to re-
ward our complying with their Opinions,
and a Hell to avenge the Contempt of
their Maxims, it were worth our At-
tention.

BUT alas! What Fools are we?
The refpect we have for them, prove:V fqa-
tal to us. It is madnefs, not to be a-
fham’d of imitating their Crimes, and
to blulh when we tranfgrefs their Rales
in purfuance of our Duty. ’

MAXIM
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MAXIM XL

That a faint and languifbing Picty
is @ miferable State.

HA T do we pretend by our re-

V' mifnefs, and fainting in the Way
of Godlinefs ? Is notG 0 D Worthy to be
belov’d, and ferv’d with our beft Zeal?
Or what Comforts can we hope to reap
from cold Devotion ?

TO eatat CHR IS TS Table, be in
his Service, and at the fame time hide
the Talent he has intrufted us with, and
give up ‘our felves to floath and negli-
gence ; What is this, but a Contempt of
his Grace, and a Provocation for his with
drawing it ?

THOUGH GOD may feem to
bear with thofe, who are without any im-
preflion at all of his Grace ; yet certain
it is, that He caniot endure the Lucke-
warm. The unconcern’dnefs thefe have
for Him, forcibly provokes his Averfion.
He that loves truly, looks upon Zndiffe-
venceand Lukewarmnefs, as High Treafon
againft Love.

Hae MAXIM
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MAXIM XLL

That we muft continne in the Exercife
of Piety.

UD.AS had been faved, if nothing
J - were requir’d to Godlinefs, hut noble
and daring Beginnings. We muft con-
tinue in well-doing, ~ H that holds out 10
the Eud, (hall be Sav’d, Without this
Perfeverance, no Grace, no Glory, no Sal-
vation is to be hopd for.

LET usnot perfift in G O D’ Service
in the time of Profperity only, or while

we have no occafion to follow our Paf~

fions, or {o long as our Heart does not
find ought in our Duty, that thwarts its
Inclinations,

LE'T uswith faithfulnefs and conftan-
¢y, apply our felves to the Pradtife of God-
lincfs, It had been much better for the
Damncd, never to have entred into the

- YVay of Righreoufuefs than being once
entred, to depart from it,

MAYIM
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MAXIM XLIL

That we st saake vhe Holy Seripture
the Subjeck of our continnal Meditati-
o1

I N Prayer we {peak toGOD; and in the
Scriprre G O D fpeaks to us. Do we
think G OD will hear us when we {peak
to Him, if we neglect to hear, and care.
fully meditate upon what he tells us con-
cerning his Authority over us, and our
Duty towards Him?

THE Seripture contains the moft jm-
portant Truths we can know, the wifoft
Maxims we can follow in our Converfa-
tion, the greateft Promifes we can con-
ceive; And yet miferabie VVretches that
we are, we neglect to apply our felves
to the reading of it.

VVHAT ? If this Priviledge were
forbidden us,fhould not we look upon fuch
Prohibition, asthc greateft of our Mif-
fortunes? And whilc we enjoy hat Liber-
ty of making it the Subje® of our Con-
templation day and night, fhall we be fo
unjuft, as to read it perfunctorily, and
be ignorant of its mogt impoitant Pre-
cepts ?
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M AXIM XLIL

That we ought carefully to apply onr
felves to Prayer.

E can’t live well, unlefs we know

how to pray well ; And there 1s
no Happinef, but in Conjunction with a
Good Life. Holincfs is that which plea-
fes GOD;, and fervent Prayer obtainsus
the Fruits of his Love.

PRAYER is the moft eafie part of
our Duty ; Our Needs teach it us; It is
the moft Auguft and Honourable, in that
it procures us a familiar Converfe with
G O D Himfelf. It isalfo the moft blifs-
ful; for it opens us the Treafures of
Heaven, and Communicates o us every
Divine Bleffing.

tSH O uﬂl‘%) we be debarr’d the Pra-
&ice of it, we fhould hold it for Tyran-
ny, as it would be an impediment to our
Felicity and Glory. How then can weun-
dervalue the Duty of Prayer, as an

anprofitable thing ¢

A A VIN
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MAXIM XLIV.

That we muft always bave onr Holy
Baptifmn before onr Eyes.

APTISM is the Token of our En-

trance into Covenant with GOD.
Init G O D has offer’d us the Pardon of
our Sins, the Guidance of his Grace, and
the Hope of lLis Glory ; And we on our
part, have promis’d to forfake our Ini-
quities, fubmit our felves to his Laws,
and be faithful to Him unto Death.

DOwe think itjuft, G 0 D fhould re-
member his Promifes, when we forget
thofe .we have made Him in that Holy
Sacrament ? Does not this Forgetfulnefs
favour of Contempt, Unbelief; nay,
and Rebellion it felf ?

LET us therefore always fet before
our Eyes our own Engagements, as well
as our Hopes ; our Duty, as well as the
Grace G O D freely offers; our Obliga-
tions to live according to the Rules of
Chriftianity, aswellas theGlory GO D
has annex’d to it.

MAYIM
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MAXIM XLV.

That we onght to remenber the Promifes
we make to G O D at our Receiving
the Lord’s Supper.

E arc from ourInfancy,entertain’d
in God’s Service, wherein we

were ingag’d before we knew the Reward.
But we do make a folemn Choice of it, in
our own Perfons, when we prefent our
felves atthe HO LY T ABLE.

COMMON Senfe alone would not
fuffer us to do a Thing of fuch impor-
tance, without a ferious confideration of
the Duties it lays upon us. It were better
never to participatc of this Holy Sacra-
anentthan to doitunprepared and unpro-
fitably. S

THE Sacred Eucharift reprefents to
us the Expiation of our Crimes, and
the Horror of them, theineffable Love of
G OD, and the infinitc Obligations and
Ties we have to CHRIST. To ap-
proach his Tablc, without bewailing and
forfaking our Sins, without loving and
devoting our felves to Him, isto reccive
our own Damnation.

AAAVYVINA
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MAXIM XLVL

That, Charity is to be preferr'd before
all things.

HERE is nothing more valuable

withGO D, than Charity. Hebe-
came Man, that He might the more ef-
fectually prefcribe this Duty to us, and
fuffer’d Death, to give us the moft engag-
ing Example of this Divine Virtue.

H E began the Choice of his Difciples
with calling two Brothers. And why fo?
But to intimate, that Brotherly Love.
muft unite all his Difciples, and Concord
be the Badge of Chriftianity ? -

WHAT can we with Juftice prefer
before Love ? Yea, what ought not we
to do and fuffer, what Care fhould not we
take, rather than violate the Laws of

Clmrity ?

MAXIM
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MAXIM XLVIL

That mo ought to-prevent the Petitions
of thofe, who.are in Mifery.

H.IS poor Wretchis our own Flefh
 and Bloed, our Brother; GO D
having made, and ESUS C HRIST
redeemed him. How careful therefore
ought we to.be, torelieve his.Neceffiries ?
G 0 D Himfelf is pleas’d to become ac-
countable to us. for our Liberality, and
CHRIST will make it an everlafting
Reward.

"O.UR Brethren’s AMifery fhould the
more recommend themtous.  But if thav
be too weak to.miove our Pity, at leaft
let the Blefled Fruits of Charity, and the
Example of JESUS CHRIST, en-
gage us to the Pratice of a Duty fo rea-
{fonable and full of BIifs.

MUST the Moncy we fo unjultly
hoard up, prove our own Accufer 7 J E~
5US CHRIST has told us he will take
the good we do to thofe who ftand in
nced of it, as done to Himfelf; And yet
we don’t run to prevent theirasking. I8
this our Love to Life and Salvativn ?

MAXIM
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MAXIM. XLVIIL

That we miuft be meek, in reproving

or Neighbonr.

OD affures us, that one of the

moft confiderable Effets of Love is
to reprove our Nejghbour , when he
fins. And indeed, we have no true Love
for him, if we don’t endeavour to divert
him from the way that leads to Death.
Befides, this good Office alfo engages us
the more forcibly to our own Duty.

THO UGH it be lawful to ufe cither
mild or fevere Expreffions, according as
it may beft fuit with the good of our
Neighbour 5 yet Sweetnefs and Sincerity
muit always be predominant in our Hearts
towards him ; remembring that GO D’s
Ca}lfe is the Difpute: And He is Love it
felf. ‘

L ET usreprove our Neighbour withall
tendernefs 5 and if we do it morc earneft-
ly, at leaft let nothing of bitternefs or
paflion appear in our Words. As Cha-
rity puts us upon this Duty ; fo let us by

our
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our manner of doing it, perfwade him,
it is our Love for him, and not a dc-
fign of infulting over him, that is the

Motive.

MAXIM
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MAXIM XLUX.

That Praitile is to be preferv'd before
Knowledge or Words. :

E ought, with all earncftnefs,

to meditate upon, and labour
to make our felvesthroughly acquaint-
ed with the Law of G OD. - We
muft apply our felves to the Study of
Heavenly Myfteries ;3 and to that End,
be frequent in the reading and Medita-
tion of the Holy Scripture.

I T is our Duty to edify our Neigh-
bour, with our good Difcourfe, and in-
"ftruét him in Piery. What greater joy,
than to be able to impart our Know-
ledge to him! Which ftill encreafes as
it is Communicated : And we, at the
fame time, have the honour of being
employ’d by GOD, to advance the
Salvation of his Childven. ‘

AFTER all, What Fruit can we
pretend to reap from all our Lear-
ning and Rhetorick, if the Alts of a

Spiritual Lifc be not exerted by us?
o r ° K7 bt
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What an horrible thing is it to be en-
licht’ned , and fpcak like Angels, and
yet live like Devils ! Knowledge fepa-
rate from a good Confeicnce, docs but
ferve to aggravatc our Cripes,

MAXIM

Tiue Chriftianity. 1y

MAXIM L

That we ought to impute all that is
good in w5y ¥o the Crace of God.

FYHERE is nothing but the De

can make us tributc ought to
our felves in the Work of owr Sal-
vation. ‘We are born in Sin, live in
Sin, and fhould dic in Sin, did not
GOD’s Grace prevent us.

OUR Call to Faith, is thc ‘Work
of his Grace 3 Our Couverfiit the
Woik of his Spirir, which overcomes
our Averfion 3 Our Perfeveraice is the
Efee: of the fame Etly Spirit. The
Ueginning , Frogieis apd Fod of our
Salvaricn, are deriv’d {rom Him,

LET us Confels the Truths If we
cannot afibme ought to our felves,. but
Mifery, Corruption, {ovc to Sin, and

Eomity
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Enmity to GOD’S Law, we muft look
upon G O D, as the Sole _Author of
Our Regeneration, and accordingly af-
ciibe all the Glory of it to Him.




