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P REF 4 CE.

HE charaéter of Mr Appisow, and his wri-
tings, for jufinels of thought, firength of
reafoning, and purity of fiyle, is too well eftablifhed
to need a recommendation ; but their greateft orna--
ment, and that which gives a lufire to all the reft,
is his appearing throughout a zealous advocate for
virtue and religion againft profanenefs and infidelity
And becaufe his excellént difcourfes upon thofe
fubjeéts lie difperfed among bhis other writings, and
are by that means not fo generally known and read
as they deferve, it was judged to be no unfeafonable .
{ervice to'relizion at this time to move the Book-
feller to publifh them together in a diftinét volume,
in hopes that the politenefs and beauty peculiar to
Mr App1ison’s writings would make their way to
perfons of a fuperior chara&er, and a more liberal
ceducation; and that, as they come from the hands
of a lavman, they may be the more readily received
and confidered by young gentlemen as a proper
manbal of religion.

Our modern {ceptics and infidels are great pre-
tenders to reafon and philofophy, and are willing
to have it thought thar none who arc really pofleficd
of thofe ralcms, ‘can eafily aflent to the truth of
'Chriftianity. But it falls out very unfortupately
for them and their caufe, that thofe perfons within
our own memory, whq are confeffed to have been -
rthc mof perfclt reafoners and philofophers of their

time, are alfo known to-have been firm believers,
| A
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and they laymen; I mean: Mr Boyle, Mr Locke,
Sir Ifaac Newton, and Mr Addifon; who, rnc:a:.ﬁ:;y
fpeaking, were as good thinkers and reafoners as
the beft among the fceptics and infidels at thisday.
Some of them might have their particular opinions
about this or that poiat in Chriftianity, which will
be the cafe as long as men are men; bue the thing
here infifted on 1s, that they were accurate reafoners,
and at the fame time firm believers,

Mr Boyle, the moft exaét fearcher into the works
of nature that any =ge has known, and who faw
atheifm and infidclity bemnnmg.m (hew then.felves
in the loofe and voluptumlk reign of King Charles
1I. purfusd his philefoplhical inquiries w ith rehigious
views, to eftablifh the minds of inen in a firm be-
lief and thiorough fen{c of the infinite power a[ia
wifdom of the great Creator. s

Thisaccount webave from one who

Dr. Burnete a4 intimately acquainted with him,
ife, p 22 and preached his funcral fermon, ¢ Tc
ap; seared to thofe who conv crﬁd w xth

him in his i manus 1nto nature, that his main dcfgn
in that (on “which, as he had his own. cye moft
confiantly. fo he took care to put others often in
mind of it), wasto raifein himfelf and others vafter
thoughts of the greutnefs and glory, and of the wif:
dom . and g)noclncgs of Gud.. This was {o'deep in
his thouglits, that-he concludes the amclc of 'his
will,- whlch rel.:tt:s to that illuftrious’ bod}, the Ro-
yal Society, in thefe waords .. Wifhing thema "happy
ﬁlccefs in thiir lavr_labh: attempis to difcover the
true nature of the works of God; and praying that



- they, nnd all other fearchers into phyficsl truths,
' may cordially refer their attainments to the olory
of the grt.at Author of nature, and to the Cﬂmfﬂrt
of n.ankind?’ The fame perfon alfo fpeaks thus of
him: ¢ He had the profoundeft veneration for the
ereat God of heaven and earth that ever I obferved
in any perfon, - The very name of God was never
mentioned by him without a paufe, and a vifible
flop in his difcourfe.”’

And of the ftricknefs and exemplarinefs of this
whole courfe of his life, he fays, “I might Thid
here challange the whole tribe of Liber- $Cepe G
tines to come and view the ufefulnefs, as well as
the excellencé, of the €hriftian rchgwn, in a. bfe
thar was entirelv dedicated to it,”

Againft the Atheifts be wrote his Free Inquiry
into the received Notion of Nature, (to confute
the pernicinus principle of afenbing effe&s to na-
ture, which are only produced by the infinite power
and’ wifdom.of God); and alfo his Bffay about fi-
nal Caufc: of Things Natural, to fhew that- ail
thinrrs in' neture were made and comtrived wigh
‘areat order, and every thing for its proper end and
uﬁ':, b) an all- u ife Creator. g

Agdinft the Deifts he wrotea treatife-of thmgs
'1bovc rcafan, in which he makes it appear that
feveral things, wbich we judge to be contrary.to
rcaf'cnl, b:cauf'c above thc reach of ourunderftond-
ing, are not therefore to 'be thonght unreafanable-
becaufe we cannot comprehend them, -fince they
may be apparently reafonable to a greater and -more:
comprchcnﬁvc underfianding. - And- he wrote a-
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7 T PREFAECE.
-nother tyeatife, to fhow the poffibility: of the refyra
Ie&mn of the fa.mc badv, .

The veneration he bad for the hnh fcr:ptures,
app-ars not only from his ftudying them™with great
exaétnefs, and exhorting others to do the fame but
miore particularly from a diiinét treatife, which he
wrote on, purpofe to deferd the {cripture ftyvle, and
to, gof{wer all the objeftions which pmf:lne and ir-
rehgmns perfons have made againft it. And fpeak-

r.ﬁ: ' ing of morality, confidered as a rule

' P+ Y7+ of life, he {avs, ¢ I bave formeriy ta-
Ken pains to purfue boaks of morality, .yet fince
they have conly a power to pcrfuadr:, but not to
command, and fin and death do not neceffarily at.
tend the difobedience of them, they have the lefe
influence: for fince we may take the liberty to qucf-
tion human writers, I find that the methods they
take to impofe their w ritings upon us may f{crve
to countenance either truth oy falfchond.” ‘

His zeal to propagate Chriftianity in the u.orld
:app::ars by manv and iarge benefaétions to that

‘Eﬁ'i by 26. end, which are enumerated in his fu-

>~* neraj fermon : ¢ He was at the charge
“of the tranﬂat:cm and impreflion of the New Tcﬁa-
' mcnt Into the IPIzlm.,.n languagc, which he {ent
over al] the Eaﬁ-]'nd:ts ‘He gavea goble reward
.to him that tranflated Grotius’s incomparable: book
“of the Truth of the Chriftian Religion into Ara-
. bic; and was at the charge of a whole lmprcﬂ]on,
._whnch he took care to order to be diftributed in all
:_‘thc countries where that .language 1s vaderftood.
He was refolved. to have:carried on the inspreffion



of the New Teftament in the Turkifh language;;
but the company thought it become them to “be the
‘doers of it, and fo fuffered him only

Life; pe 37- to give a largc fhare towards it.—He
was at feven hundred pounds pounds charge in the
edition of the Irith Bible, which he ordered to be
diftributed in Irelard; and he contributed largely
buth to the impreflions of the Welfb Bible, and «f.
the Irifh Bible in Scotland. He gave, during his
Jife, three hundred poundsto advance the defign of
propagating the Chriftian religion in America; and
as foon as he heard that the Eaft.India Company
were entertaining propofitions for the like defign
in the Eaft, he prefently {ent an hundred pounds
for a beginning and an cxample, but intended to
carry it much farther, when it thould be {et on foot
to purpofe, He had defigned, though fome acci-
dents did, upon great confiderations, divert him
from fettling it during his life, but not from order-
ing it by his will, that a liberal provifinn fhould be
made for one who fhould, in a very few well.digef-
ted fermons, every year, fm forth the truth of the
Chriftian religion® in general, without defcending
to the fubdivifions amongft Chriftians; and who
{hould be changed every third year, that fo the no-
ble'ftudy and employment might pafs throngh many
hands, by which means many tmght bccom: mafters
of the argument.:

In his: yaimner years he had thoughts of entering
into holy orders: and one reafon that dctcrmmcd
him_ againft it was, "that he believed hé might in
fome refpeéts be more ferviceable to rchgwn, by

A 4
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Vi PREFACE.

cuntmumﬂ a lavman.: ¢ His having'no .' :

‘interefts with relstion to rchumn, be- Life, ;
fides thofe of favinp'his own foul,” gave him as he
.thought, a more unfufpefted anthrmt}f in writing
‘or ccting on that fide. He knew the profane crew
fortified them{elves again{t all that was™{ald hy men
“of our profefiion, ~vith this, that it" was their trade,
and that they were paid for it; he hoped therefore
that he m:rrht have the'more_influence the lefs he
‘fhired in the patrimony of the church.”

Mr Locke, whofe accurate talént in reafoning is
‘much celebrated, even by the {ceptics and infidels
"of our times, ﬁibwfd his zeal for Chriftianity, firft,
in his middle age, by publifhing'a difcourfe on pur-
‘pofe to démonftrate the reafonablenels of believing
Jeﬁls 1o be the promifed Mecffial:; and, after that,
“in the laft yezrs of his life, by avery judicious coma
“mentary upoil Jeveral of the ‘epiftles of St Paul. -

He fpc:zks of the Mrracrcs wronght bv*our
Saviopr and his apoftles in tie flronzeft manner,

- both -as fafts unexceptionably trve, and as the
' clearelt evidences of a divine mif-

3‘;{3”““"”;’3’ fion. His words are thefe:- ¢ The
t P25 evidences of our Savionr’s miffion
from heaven is fo great, in the multitude of his.mi-
tacles he did before all forts 6f people--(which the
-divine pmwdcncc and wifdom had fo ordéred, thdt
they never were nor could be denied by any of the
cncmles and oppofers of Chriftianity), that what he
~ delivered cannot biit be received as

Ib‘d'P 26"' the oracles 6f God,‘and unqueftion-
able ver:ty ¥ And aﬂam, ** AFRer his refurretion,

e
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i ' Rib 40 L. "
| he fent his apoflles amongft the nations, accom-
panied with miracles; . which were done in all parts
fo frequenily, and before {o many witnefles of all
- forts in bread day-light, that,’as I have often ob-
ferved, the enz=mies of Chriftianity have never dared
to deny them; no not Julian himfelf who neither
- wanted fkiil nor power to inquire into the truth ; nor
swould have failed to have proclaimed and expofed it,
if he could have deteéled any falfchood in the hiftory
cf the gofpel, or found the leaft ground to queltion the
maticr of faét publifhed by Chrift and bis apofties,
The numbszrandevidence of themiracles donebyour
Saviour and Lis followers, by the power and force of
truth, bore down this mighty and accomplifhed em-
peror, and all his partsin his owndominions. He durfl
not deny fo -plain matter of faét; which being grant-
cd, the truth of out Saviour’s dodtrine and miffion
unavoidably follows, notwithftanding what{oever
" artful fuggcftions his wit-could invent, or malice
fhiculd offer to the contrary.

To thofe who afk, * What need was there of a
Saviour? what advantage have we by Jefus Chrift 2"
.:ﬂ’lr_l.uckc replics, ¢ It is enough to Iéid.-f. 255.
juftifv the fitoefs of any thing to be
done by refolving it into the wifdom of God, who
has dore it; whbercof our narrow underflandings
and fhort views mav utterly incapacitate us to judge,
We know little- of this vifible, and nothing at all.
of the ftate of .that intelle&ual world (whereip. are
infinite numbers .and degrees .of -{pirits_out of the
reach of our ken or guefs), and therefore know not
wihat tranf{adlions there were batween God apd our
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= PREFACE,

aviour in referencé to his kingdoin. - We know
not what need there was to fer upa Head and a
Chieftain in oppofition t0 THE PRINCE OF THIS
WORLD TEL PERINCE OF THE POWER OF THE
Atr, 8¢, whereof there are more than obf{cure in-
timations in fcriptures. And we fhall take too
much upnn us,” if we fhould call God’s wifdom or
providcnce to account, and pertiv condemn for
needlefs all that our weak and perhaps biaffed up-
derftanding cannot account for.” And 1
- * . vid. 260,
then fhews at large the neceflity there
was of the gofpt! revelation, to dehiyer the
world from thie miferzble ftate of darknefs and
jopnorance that n.znkind were in, 1. As to
the true knowledge of God,. 2 As to the
worfhip to be paid him, 3. As to the dutics 282,
to be performed to huim. To which he adds E
the mighty aids and encouragements to the 284.
performance of our dutv, 1. From the afiur-.
ance the gofpel gives of future rewards and =28g.
punifiment:; and, 2. From the promife |
of the Spirit of God to (Ilrt& and aflift vs.

The holy {criptares are every where mentioned
by him with the greateft reverence,  Fle calls them
_ the P’olm Bocks, the Sacred Text,
Fref. 1o Folv Writ, znd Diy Revel ;
Comment, » - iyine Revelation ;
e and exhorts Chriftians ¢ to bu.kg

jb:r';' _ thentielvestin earnedt 1o the {iudv of
MWefe 3e the wav to falvation, in thofe hoiy

wrmngs wherein God has revealed it from hmvcm
and prnpcfed it to the world; fceking our religion
whére we are {ure’ it is m trLth to be found, -come -

[ ‘-l'-



PREFACE., xi

saring {piritual” things with {piri-

l:ﬂual > And, in a Ic:ttger written the PcﬁE’;Zcr}:.ﬁ‘_
year before hls death to one who z
afked this queftion, ¢ What is the. thorteft and
fureft wav, for a young Gentleman to attain to a
true knowledge of the Chriftian religion, in the full
and juft extent of it¢’’ his anfwer s, ¢ Let him
fiudy the holy fcripture efpecially the D-.cv. Tefta~
ment. Therein are contained the words of eternal
life. It has God for its Author; f{alvation for its
end ; and truch, without any mixture of error, for
1ts matter.” A dirc&ion that was co- ’

pied from his own pradtice, in the Pofth. 17erks,
latter part ofl his life, and zfter his
retirement from bufinefs; when for fourteen or
fifteen wears, he applied himfelf efpecially to the
fludy of the lmlv Scriptures, and employed the laft
vears of his life hardh in anv thing elfe. He was
never weary of ndmirmg the preat views of that
Sacred book, and the juft relation of all its parts.
He every dav made difcoveries in jt, that gave lum
frefh caufe of adiniration.”

-Of St. Faul "in particular. upon {everal of whofe
cpiftles he drew up a- moft ufeful commentary, he
fays, ¢ That he was miraculoufly
called to the minifiry of the goi- Cemmest. o 16
pel, and declared: to be a chofen vellel i=-.That
he -had the -whole doétrine of the gofpel from God
by immediate revelation :«—That for his informa-
tion in the Chriftian kanowledge, and the my{icries
and depths of the difpenfation of God b} Jefus
Chrilt, Ged himfelf had condefcended 12 be his

A 6
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xit PREIT 4C E.

inftruétor and teacher ;---That he had rccuved the
Iar:rht of the gofpel from the Fountain and Father of
Imhr himfelf:~--and, That an exa& obfervation of
his reafonings acd inferences, is the only f{afe guide.
for the right underflanding of him, under the Spirit
of God, that direétcd thefe facred writings,” p. 17.
Pofb. Works, }And thf death t:lf _tiﬁs.gr_c:at man
_ was agreeable to his hife; for we are

= P* =% informed by.one who ivas wha wam
when he died, and had lived in the fame family for
. g feven vears before, that the day
Ioid. p.-20. 21. before his death he particularly ex-
horted all about him to read the holy fcriptures:
"That he defired to be remembered by them at cven-
- ing prayers; and being told, that if be would, the
whole: family fhould come and prav by him in his
chamber, hec anfwered, he fhould be very glad tn
have it fo, if it would not give too much trouble:
That on occafion offtrmg to fpeak of the goodnefs
of God,. he efpecially exalted the love ulucI: God .,
fhewed to man, in juftifying him by faith in Jefus.
Cnr:ﬂ, and returned God thanks n particular for.
having called him to the knowledge of thqt divine
Savmur. : JRPR
About two months. before his . .
Foftb. ZVark.r, death he drew up a letter to a gen-.

p--52¢ ~ tlemien {who afterwards diftinguifhed-
himfelf by a very. different way of thu:kmg and

writing), and. left this dzrc&:on upon it, % To be
delivered to him after my deceafe.]” In it are thefe

remarkable words, '_I'.h:s hfe ts a {cene of vanity
that foon pafles away, and :Iffords no.iolid fatisfaca..



PREDFACE, xur

| tion, but in the confciounfnefs of doing well, and'
i1 the hopes of anothier life. - T'hils is what I can
{ay upon experi__cncc,' and what you will find to be:
true, when vou came tomnake up the zccount,”

Sir Ifaac Newton, univerfally acknowledged to
be the ableft philofopher and mathematician’ that
this or perhaps any other 'ndtion has produced, is
' alfo well known to have been a firm believer, and
“a ferious Chriftian.  His difcoveries concerning
the frame and {gftem of the univerfe were applied
bv him, -ad Mr Bovle’s inquiries into nature had
~ beu: 10 demonfirate, acain{t Atheills of all kinds,
the bﬂmg ot a God, and illuftrate his power and
wifdom in the creztion of the world. Of which a
'beiter account cannot be given, than in the wortds
of an ingenious perfon who has been much conver-
fant in his ph:!ﬂfnplucal WHItngs s .. . go
«“ At the end of his mathematical Pb:f_,- "FZ’J
pr?ncip!cs of natural philofophy he p. 30¢. !
bas given'us histhouehts concerning
the Dt:lt".’ wherein he firfl obferves, that the fimili."
tnde found in zl parts of the uulv erfe, makes it
undoubted that the whele is governed by one fux
preme Being, to whom the original is owing of the
frame of "nature, which evidently 1s the effect- of
choice and defren: He then proceeds briely to .
{iate the beft mcmp'h) fical notions concerning God.
In fhort, we cannot.conceive either of fpace or
time' otherwife than as neceflzrily cxifting, this
beirtg therefore, on whom all others depend muft
ncrtamlv exift by the fame neceflity of nature-‘
confequently wherever {pace and time 1s found,

-
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there God muft alfo be, And z2s itappears impof-
fible to us that {pace fhould be limited, or that
time fhould have had a beginning, the De:ty muft
be both imm:n{e and eternal.”’

This great man applied himfelf, with the utmoft
attention, to the fitudy of the holy {criptures, and
confidered the {everal parts of them with an un-
common exaétnefs; particularly, as to the order
of time, and the feries of prophecies and events re-
Jating 1o the Mefliah. Upon which head he left
behind him an elaborate difconrfe, to prove, that
the famous propbecy of Daniel’s weeks, which has
becn fo induftrioufly perverted by the Dreifts of our
times, was an exprefs prophecy of the coming of
the Mefiiah, and fulfilled in Jefus Chrift.

Mr Addifon, {fo defervedly celcbrated for an un-
common acCuUracy in tth:rg and reafoping, has

gnen abundant proof of his irm belief of Chrif-

tianity, and his zeal againft infidels of all kinds, 1n
the writings that are ‘here publithed : of which it
1s certainly known that a great part of them were
his own compofitions.

¥ mention not thefe oreat names, nor the tefti.
monies they have given “of their ﬁrm belief of the
truth of Chriftianity, as if the evidences of our res’
hglnu were to be finally refolved into human anthe.
ritv, or tried in anv other wav than by the known
and eftablified rules of nght reafon; but my
defign in mentioning thems is,

1. To fhew the very great affurance of. thofe

who wonuld. make the belief ‘cf revelation incone..
fitent with the due ufe of our reafon; when they .

- ol b . — -
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. have known {o many jeminent Inftances, in our
own time, of the greatelt inafters of reafon, not
only believing revdation,’ but zealoufly concerned

to efrablifh and propagcate the belief of it .

2. The remembrance of this will alfo be a means,

on one hand, to hinder well meaning people from

- beirg mifled by the vain bozfts of our modern pre-
tenders to reufon ; and, on the other hand, to check
the inclination of the wicked and vicious to be
mifled, when both of th=mn have before their cyes
fuch trefh and emiinent inftances of found reafon-
Ing, and a firm faith, joined together In one and
the {a:ne mind,

3. Forther, As thefe .were perfons generlly
eltcermed for virtue and goodnefs, and notwith-
ftanding their high attainments, remarkable for
their mnde{l}' and humility ; their examples fhew
us, that a ftrong aud clear reafon naturally leads to
the belief of revelation, when it i1s npt under the
influences of vice or pride. S

4- Aud finully, as they are all latmcn there 1s
no room for the enemies of revealed rehizon, to
allege that they were prejudiced by interseft, or {fecu-
lar confiderations of any kind. * A fuggeftion that
has really no twight when urged againft the wrie
tings of the clerev in defence of revelation, fince’
they do nat defire to bBe truficd upon their own-
authority, but npnn the reafons they offer; and-
law vers and phy{icians are not lefs trufied, becauife:
they live by their profefions; butitisa ﬁ:ggfrﬁian
that eafily takes hold. of weak minds, and efpecially.
[uch as catch at objections, and are willing.to be:.
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caught by them. And, confidering the diigcence
of the adv erfary in ma Lmrr profelytes, and urau.mg
men from the faith of (‘hr:ﬁ*- tqual dilicence is
required of thofe who are to maintain that faith,
not only to leave men no real ground, but even no
colour or pretence for their mf‘dehw.

"The following difcourles, except that concerning
the Evidences of the Chrifiian Religion, ‘were all
publifhed in fcperatc papers {fome years ago, and
afterwards collefted into volumnes, with "marks of
diftinction at the end of many of them, to point
out the writers. DMr Addifon’s are there difiin-
guifhed by fome cne of the letters of the word
CL10O; and the fame marks of diftinéticn are here
continued ; as.are.zllo the reft, where ooy Jetier
was found at the end of the difcounrle.

In thofe volumes they ftend according to the
order of time in which they were at £rft fr:p rately
publifhed, without any conneflion as o the matiers
contained in them; st here, the {everal-difcourfes
on.the fame fubje&, which be difperfed in thoﬁ:
j)’IpCI‘S, are reduced to their prop.or hieads, and. puae
Into one view, ‘that .the whole may be niore-recu-
larly read, aud each head may leave a more laﬁlng

Jrrprcﬂion upon the mind oi the reader.




. *.* Mr Apbisox /53’:)5»‘.?‘ left b:s z‘rm?'/ff ot
the truth of the Chriffian religion ~unfinifbed, the
Publifbery to make it fomevhat more éompléte, fe-
lecled, from thke Speflator, [everal papers ( ngﬂf
the author’s ) on the being and perfeiiions o aa{
the nature of religiony the. immortality of the foul,
end .a}_ﬁrdw‘e Slate ; and printed them auith 1f.  But
though the treatife .and the “cther papers are avell
calculated to [prwr the truth ;f; and ‘recommend the
| Cb?/?fa.u religion toy the faith.and praflice of man-
kind ; set-ther infliences auill be but frrally till men
are awakened out of that tnfenfibility trto awhich
they are fallen, and brought to beliewe horw much

they are fnffrgﬂfd - in the great truths C{Jﬂ_ﬁfanfty
¢L

veveals. To beget thought and excite inguiry it was

judped the following extraé? from Adonf. Pafcal’s
D houghts, againft an athe:flical indifference aveuld

neither be an iinproper, nor an unacccptable intys-

dufticn go the fubfequent papers.



INTRODUCTION.

IT were to be wifhed that the enemics of religion
. would at leaft bring themfelves to apprehend its
nature before they oppoled its authority. Did religion
make its boaft of beholding God with a clear and per-
fe&t view, and of poflefling him without a covering
or veil, the argument would bear fome colour, when
men fhould allege, that none of the things about them
do indecd afford this pretended evidence, and this
degree of hight. But fince religion, on-the contrary
reprefents men asn a {tate of darknefs, and of clirange-
ment from God; fince it affirms him to have withe
drawn lumf{clf from theirdifcovery, and to havechoicen,
in his word, the very flile and appellation of Deus
cbfconditus; lafily, fince it employs itfelf alike, n
cfiablitbing thefe two maxims, that Ged has left 1o

bis church certain charaéters of himfelf, by which they

who fincerely feck him (hall not fail of a {enfible con-
viction: and yet that ic has, at the fame time, {o far
fhaded and obfcured thefe charaéters as to render them
‘imperceptible to thofe who do not feck him with their
whole heart; what advantage is it to men who pro-
fe{s themlclves neghigent in the fearch of truth, to
complain {o frequently that nothing reveals and dif-
plays 1tto them? For this very obfecurity under which
they labour, and which they make an ?:ccptinn 2-
gainft the church, does itfelf evince one'of the two
grand points which the church maintains, (without
affcéting the other); and is fo far from overthrowing
1ts doélrines, as to Iend them a manitelt confirmation
and fupport. ‘_ ' | ‘
. If they would give their objeftions any firength,

'
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hey ought to urge, that they bave applied their
Ptnmﬁ endeavour, and have ufed all means of infore
ation, cven thofe which the church recommends,
vithout {mrisfadlion. Iid they exprels themielves
hus, they would indeed atiack religion in one of 1t
icf pretenfions. But I hope to fhew, in the fol-
owing papers, that no rational perfon can fpzak after
bis mapner, am! I dare affert that none ever dide
Ve know very well how men, under this inaifference
f {pint, brbave thanfclves in the cafe. They fup-
ofc th:m['dvcs to have made the mightielt efforts
owards the inftru@ion of their minds; when they
have {pent iome hours in reading the {eriptures, and
ave afked fome queftions of 2 clergyman concerning
the articles of faith.  When this s done, they de-
clare to all che world they have confulted books and
men withous {uccefs. I fhall be excufed, if I refrain
from not telitng fuch men (what I have often told
them), <hat this neglet of theirs is ini'uppnrtab]f:. It
lns pot a forcign or a petty intereft which is here in
debate ; we are ourfe!ves the parties, and all our hopts
Flnd fﬂrtun:s are the ﬂcpcndmrr {iake.

- The imn.ortality of the foul | s 2 thmg whicl e
deeply concerns, fo infinitely imports us, that we mult
kave atterky loft our fcclmg. to be altogether cold
and remifs’ I our enquiries abont it. And all our
a&tions, or defigns, ought to bend {o very different a
way, according as we ave either encouraged or for-
bidden to embrace the hope of cternal rewards, that
it is impofirble for us to procéed with judgement and
difcretion, otherwife than as we keep this point always
m view, which ought to be onr ruling objclt and
final aim.

"Thus is it our h:ghcﬂt -interelt, no Iels than our
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principal duty, to get light into a fubje® on which
our whoele condudt depends. And thercfore, in the
number of wavering and unfati:ficd men, T imake the
greatct dlﬁ':r::ncc:mﬂgumblc between thofe who labour
with all their force to obtain inftruduion, and thole
whbo Live without giving themnfclves any trouble, or
fo much -2s any thought, in this affutr.

= I cannot but be touched with a Learty compaffion ;
for tholc who fincerely groan underthis difTaticfaction;
who lock upon 1t as the prearelt of mistortsues, and
who fpare no pairs to deliver themfelves from 1t, by
making thefe refearches their chicf employment and
moft {crious ftudy. But. as for thole who pafs their
life without rcflefling on 1ts 1lue, and who, for this
reafon alone, becaule they furd rot 1n thentlelves-a
convincing teftimnony, refufe-to feck it elfewhere, and
to examine to the bottom, whether. the opmion pro-
pofed be fuch as we are wont to gptertain. by popular
Irmpltmty and credulity, or fuch =as thou-'rh oblcure
in 1:felf, yetis built on folid and immoveable founda-
tions; -I confider them afier quite another mauner.
The carclefTnefs which thev betray in an affair where
their -perfon, their intercit, their whole eternity, is
embarked, ratherprovokes iny refentment than engages
my pity; nay, 1t flrikes e with agazement.-and
aftonifhment ; 1t1s a monfier tomy npprt:hmimr:. I
Speak not this as tranfported with the prous zeal of a
fpiritual and rapturous devotion.. .On.the contrary,
1 affirm, that the love of ourlelves, the interell of
snankindy aud the .mofl fimple and artlefs rcafon,.do
-naturally infpire us with thefe fentiments; and that
to. {ce thus feor,. 15:n0ot to £xXceed-the fpbcrc of upre- &

fined, uneducated men., - _ L
It rcqu:rcs no great c!cm :gfl,ipff foul to oblerve
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hat nothing in this. world 1s productive of troe con-
entment; that oorpleafures are vain and fugitive, our
roubles innumasrable and perpetunl; and that afrer all,
eath, which threatens us every 1nnm:nt,' mull, i1n
he cnmpa{'.-. of-a few years, {perhaps of a few days) _
yt us into tire eternal condition of bappmcﬁ, of
riifery, or motbing. Between us and thele three
great periods, or {tatcs, no barrier is interpofed but
life, the mofit brittle thing in all naturc; and the happi-

nefs of htavenibeing certainly not dcﬁgncd for thole
vho doubt whether. they have an unmortal part to
enjoy 1%, {uch perfons have nothing left but the mife-
rable chasce of annihilation, or of iiell.

There 1s not any reflection which can have more
reality than this, as there 1s none which bas greater
terror.  Let us fet the bravelt tace on vur condition,
and play the heroes as artfully as we can, yet {ee
here the iffue which attends the .goodiieft life upon
earth? ' r

“T1hs in vamn for mea to turn afide their thoughts
frorhh this eteraity which awaits them, as it they were
able' to deilriy it. by denying 1t a place in their ima-
gination. - It fubfifts in fpite of them; i1t advanceth
unoblerved: and denth, which is to draw the curtain
from it, will, in a thort time, iuhilibly recduce them
to the dreadful neeefitty of being for evern nmhmg,-
or for ever iniferable.

We have here 2 doub of the moft :Lﬂ'nght:ng con-
fequence, -and which therefore to entertain may -be
well eftecmed the nm{} grievous of m:sfartun: but,
at the fame time, it is our indifpenfable duty not to
lic under it without ftruggling for deliverance.

He then who doubts, apd yet f{ecks not te be
rc;folvcu, 1 cclnully unhappy and upjuft,  But if
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withal he appears cafy and compofed; if he frcfﬂy
declares kis indifference; nay, if he takes s vanity m
profefling it, and fecms to make ths mait deplorable
condition the fubjet of his pleafure and joy, I have
not words to fix a name on {o extravogant 2 creature,
Where is the very poffibility of entering into-thefe
thoppghts and refolutious! what delight 1s there m
cxP:éiing milery without end? what vanity 1n inding
one’s feif cncompafled with impenctrable darknefs? or
what confolation in delpairing for cver of 2 com-
forter?

T'o fit down with fome fort of acquiefcence under
fo fatal an ignoranee, isa thinl unatcoustable beyond
all expreflion: and they who live with fuch a dif-
politien ought so be inade fenlible of its abfurdity
and flupidity, by having their inward refleétions latd
open to them, that they may grow wife by the pre-
{peét of their own folly. For beheld how menare
wont to reafon, while they abﬂtmtciy reman thys .
ignorant of what they are, and refule all mcthods af
infltruction and illumination? d

Who has fent me into the world, I know not,
what the world is, I know not, nor what I am myfelf.
I am under an aftonithing ard terrifying ignorance
of 2ll things. I krow not what my bodvis, what
wmy {enfes, or my foul.  This very part af me which
thmi:s-what I fpeak, which rcfle@svrpon-cvery thing
clﬁ':, and-eves upon itfelf, yét is'as mere o ftranger
-to its own natore as-the duollelt ching I carry about
me. I bshold thefe frightful fpaces ﬂf the univerfe
with which I am encompaflfed; and I find myfelf
chained to one little cornet of the vaft extent, with-
out underflanding why I am placed in this feat' rather
than any other; or u'by Wiis inoinent of time, given
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me to live, was affigned rather at fuch a psint, than
at any. other of the whole eternity which was before
me, or of all that which is to come after me, - 1 fee

pothing but infinities on all fides, which devonr and

fwallow me up, like an atom; like a fhadow, which
endures but a f{ingle inftant, and is never to return.
The fum of my knowledge is, that I muft fhortly
dic; but that which X am moft ignorant of] is this
very death which I fell myfelf unable to decline.
.As I know not whence'l came, {o I Lnow not
whither I go; only this I know, that at my depar-
ture out of the world, I mufl cither fall for ever into
nothing, cr into the hands of an incenfed God, with-
cut being capable of deciding which of thcfc two
conditions {hall eternally be my portion. Such is
my ftate; full of weakuels, obfcurity, and wretched-
nefs.  And from all this I conclude, that 1 Gnght
therefore to pale all the days of my life, without

confidering what is hereafter to befal me; and that

i have nothing to do but to follow my inclinations,
without refiection or difguiet, in doing all that which
(if what men fay of a miferable cternity prove truc)

will infallibly plunge me into it. ?Tis poffiblec I might
finé fome llgh; to clear up inydqubts; but I fhall not

tal-.: a minute’s pains, nor {lir one foot 1a the fearch of
it. - On the .contrary, I am relolved to treat thole
with fcora and derifion who labour in thisingoiry and.
‘care; and. fo to.runy without fear or farefight, vpon
the trial of the grand event; pcrmmtmg myfclf to be
led {oftly on to death, utterly uncertain as to the eter-
nal iffue of my futurc condition. . -
In caracht, ’tis a glory to religion to kave fo une
reafonable men for its profelled cnemies ; and their
oppofition is of fo little danger, that' it ferves 1o il-
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lufirate the principal truths which our religion teaches,
Fot the main.fcope of Chriftian faith 1s to eftablifh.
thefc two principles, the corruption of nature, and.
the redemption by Jefus Chrift.. . And thefe oppofers,

if they arcof nmo uic towards demonftrating the truch
of the redemption, by the fanctity. af theis lives, yet
are, at leafl, admirably ofefolin thewing thcccrrupuon
of nature, by fo unnatural fentiments and: fuggdhm.....

Nothing is fo- important to any man as his own
eltate and condition ; nothing fo .great, {o -amazing,
as cternity, 1f therefore we fird parfons indifferent
to the lofs of their being, and to the danger of end-
lefs mifery, ’tis impoflible thar this temper [hould be
natural, They are guite other men in. all other re-
gards : they fear the fmalleft inconvenicnces ; they
fee them as they spproach, and feel them if they ar-
rive ; and he who paffeth days and nights in chagrin:
.ar defpair, for the lofs of cmploysnent, or-for fome
imaginary dlemifh-m his honour, is the very famc
mortal who knows that he muft lofe all by deazhy
and yet remains without difquiet, relentment or, emo-
tion. T'his wonderful pfenfibility with refpe@ to
things of thc moft fatal c011{'cqu¢ncc, in a -‘heart {o
aicely fenf{ibie of the ineanelt trifles, is an altomfbing
prodigy, an unintelligible inchantment, a fupcmntural
blindnefs and infatuation. _

A man in a clofe dung:on, who Lnaws nﬂt ;:-hr:-
ther fentence of death is pafled vpon him, who is al- -
lowed but one hour’s-fp3ce to infarm himfelf con-
cerning- ity aud that one hour fufficient,.in cafe it Inve
pafled, to obtain Jts. reverle, would aét contrary to
patuse and fenfe, Mhould he.make ufe of this hour, not
to procure Anformatmn, but to purﬁlc his venity ¢or
foorts . And yer {uch is the condition of the pericps

L |
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hom'we are now defcribmg : only with this dific}
Lence, that the evils with which they are every mo-
Inent theeatened do infinitely furpafs the bare lofs of
ife, and that tranflient punilhment which the prifons
br is fappofed to apprehend.  Yet they run thought-
efs upon the precipice, having only calt a vail. over
rheir eyes,-to hinder them from difcerning it, 12, and
Jivert themfelves with the officioninefs of fuch as
 charitably swarn them of their danger.

Thus, not the zeal alorie of thofe who hearily
eck God demonfirates truth of religion but likewile
he blindnefs of thofe who utterly forbear to feck him,
and who pals their days under fo horrible a neglect,
here muft needs be a {range torn and revolution
n human nature, before inen can {ubmit to fuch a
condition ; much more, ¢’er they can applaud and .
ralue themfelves upon 1t.  For, fuppoling them to
have obtained an iblolute certainty that there was no
ear afrer death, but of falling inte nothing ; ought.
Mot this to be the {ubject ruther of defpair than of
jollity 2 And . is it not thercfore the higheft pitch of
{enfelels extravagance, while we want this certainty,
to glory in our doubt and diftrufl 2 -

Atd yet after all, it is too vifible, that man-has fo
far declined from his original tiature, and as it were
departed from himfclf, as to fourifh inhis heart a fe«
lcret feed plot of joy, [pringing up from thefe liber- -
R tinc refleftions.. “Fhis bratal cafe or indslence, be-
® tween the fear of hell and of annibilation, carries
' fomewhat {fo tempting in ity that not only thofe who
¢ have the misfortune to be {ceptically inclined, buc

cven thofe who cannot unfetile their judgment, do
 yet cfteem it reputable to take up even a counterfeit
» ¢#tdidence, For we mabebfc'rw: the largelt part of
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the herd to be of this latter kind, falfe pretenders to
infidelity, and merc hypocrites ‘in atheifm.  There
are perfons whem we have heard declare” that the
genteel way of the world confifls in thus acting the
Dravo. This is that which they term throwing ol
the yoke, and which the greater number of them pro-
fefs, not fo much out of opinion, as out of gallantry

and complaifance.
Yet, if they have the lealt referve of common

fenfe, it will not be difficult to make them apprchend,
how milerably they abnfe themfelves, by laying {a
falle a foundation of applauic and efteem. FYor this
1s not the way to ratfe a charalter, even with world-
1y men, who as they are uble to pafs a fhrewd judg-
ment on things, fo they caflily difcern, that the only.
method of {ucceeding in our temporal affairs 1s to ap-

prove ourfelves honeit, faithful, prudent, and capable
of advancing the interelt of our friends ; becauie men:
natuially love nothing but that which fome way con-
tributes to their ufe and bencfit.  But now what bes

nefit can 'we any way dernive from hearing a man

confefs, that he has cafed bimfelf of the burden of
religion; that he believes no God, as the witneldand

infpe&or of his conduct ; that he confiders himfelf
as ahfolute mafter of swhat be doesy, and accountable

for it only to.his own mind ? Will he fancy that.
we {ball be hence induced to repofe a greater degree
of confidence in him hereafter, or to depend on his’

comfurs, bis 3dvice or affiflance. in the necefbities of

Jife ¢ Can he imagine us_to take.-any great delight
or coniplacency, when he tells us, that he doubts
whether our very foul be-any -thing more than a Lit-
tle wind and finoke; nay, when he tells it us, with
afi air of affurance, and a veice that tefufics the cong

~
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tentment of his heart? Is this a thing to be {pokenof
with ‘pleafantry ¢ or ought it not rather to be la-
mented with the deepelt fadnefs as the moft melan-
clivlic refle@ion that can ftrike our thoughts!
| .1f they wounld compofe themfelves to ferious cone
“fideration, they muft perceive the wnethod 1in which
‘they are engaged to be fo very ill chofen, {fo repuga
pant to gentihity, and fo remote even from that gooed
air and grace which they purlue, that, on the contra-
ry, nothing can more cffe@uzlly expofc them to the
‘contempt and averfion of mankind, or mark them out
for perfons defedtive 1in” parts and judgment. - And
indezd {hould wedemand from them anaccount of their
fentiments, and of the reafons which they have to
entertain this {ufpicion in religious matters, what they
flered would 2ppear {o miferably weak and trifling,
rather to confirm us in our belief, This is no
orc than what one of their own fraternity told
hem with great fmartnelsy on fuch an occafion, If
'ou continue (fays he) to difpute at this rate you’ll
nfalbibly make me a Chriftian-  And the Gentleman
vas in the' nght ¢ for who would not tremble to find
imfelf embarked in the {ame caule with {o ferlorn,
o defpicable companions. '

Aud thus i1t is evident, that they who wear no
wre than the outward mafk of thele principles are
he molt unhappy counterfeits in the world; in ag
uch as they are obliged to put a continual force
nd conftraint on their genius, only that they may
ender themfclves the moft imperzient. of all men
iving. . - .

If they are heartily oand fincerely troubled at their
ant of hight, let them not diffemble the difeafe.
uch a confcflion could not be reputed thameful ; for

' B2
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b
there is really no fhame, but in being fhamelefss No.
thing betrays {fo much weaknels of {oul, 25 not .to
apprchend the mifery of. man, while living without
God 1in the world : nothing 1s a furer token of ex-
treme tiafenels of {pirit, than notto hepeforthe reality !
of cternal promifes: no man 1s fo fiigmatized a cow-
ard, as he that acts the bravo againft Heaven. Le:-
them, thercfore, leave thefe 1mpicties to thofe who,
arc born with fo unhappy a judgment as.to be c¢apa-
ble of entertaining them 1 earpefts  1f they cannot,
be Cbriftian men, let them howerver be men of ho-
nour. Andlet them,in conclufion, acknowledge that.
there are but two forts of perfons who deferve to be:
ftyled rcafonablé, cither thafe wha. ferve God with2ll
their heart, beeavfe they know him; or thofe who
feck him with all their heart, becaufle as yet they
know him not.

If then there areperfons who {incerely inquireafter
God, and who, being truly fenlible of their mifery,
affeCtionately delbire to be reflcued from it, it is to
thefe alone that we can in juftice afford our labcur and
fervice, for their direlion in finding ont that light of’
which.they feel the want.

But as for thofe who live without cither knowing
God, orcndeavouring to know him, they look on
themielves as fo little deferving their own care, that
they cannot bnt be unworthy the carc of others; and
1t requires all the charity of the religion which they
defpife, not to defpife them to fuch adegree, as even
to abandon them to their own folly. Byt fince the
fame religion obliges us to confider them. while they
remain in this life,as flill capable of God’s enlighten-
ing prace; and to acknowledge it as very poflible,,
that, in the courfe of a few davs, they may be re-

i R 1 " B
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plenifhe =d with a- fuller meafure of faith than we now
erjoy, and wec ourfelves, on the other fide, fall into
the depths of their prcf:nt blindnefs and mifery’; we
ought to do for them what we defire thould be done
to us in their cafe, to intreat them that they would
take pity on themfelves, and would, at leafl, advance
a ftep or two forward, it perchance they may come
into the light. For which end it is wifhed, that they
would employ, in the perufal of this picce, fome few
of thefe hours which they fpend fo unprofitably in
other purfuits. ’Tis pofiible they may gain {fome-
what by the-reading ; at lenft they cannot be greac
Jofers. Buatifany [hall apply themfelves to it, with
perfedY fincerity, and with an unfeignéd defire of knove
ing the truth, 1 defpair not of their {atisfadtion, or of
their being convineed by fo many proofs of our divine
religion as they will here find laid together.”

TH:E
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’ THL

EVIDENCES

OF THE
CHRISTIAN RELIGION.
S ECT. 1l

iL G_cncral divificn: of tbe ﬁllo"'.:_ufug difcsurfe,

- ewith regard to Pagan and Fewifb autbors.wbho

- mention parsiculars relating to our Savioure.

11. Nor probable tbat any fuch fboenld Ge men-
tisned by Pagan writers wbo lived at the fame
time, froem tbhe nature of fuch tranfaclions.:

111. Efpecially wbern related by the Fews.

IV. dnd beard at a difiance by thofe who pre-
sended to as grear miracles erbcir SN,

V. Befides, that no Pagan writers of that age
lived i Fudea, or its confines.

V1. Andbecaufe many bocks cf that age are lofi.

V1Ii. An inflance of one record proved ¢o bc au-

tbentic.

'1L1. A fecond record of prelable, though not
undoubted, autbor:ty.

. ‘l‘HAT I may lay beforc you a full ftate of
o the {ubjcét under our confideration and
ethodife the feveral particulars that L touched upony
in difcourfe with you, 1 fhall Arft take notice of fuch
iPagan authors as have given their teftimony to the -
hiftory of cur Sdviour; reduce thele authors under

their refpedtive claffes, and fhew what apthority therr
teltimonies carrv with them. ' Secondly, I fhall take
potice of * Jewilh auchors in the fame light,

I1. There are many reafons why you fhould not

? Theauthor did not live to write this fecond part,

-
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expz&t that matters of fuch a wonderful nature fhould
bz taken notice of by thofe.eminent -Pagan writers,
who were contemporaries with Jelus Chrifty or by
thofe who lived before his difciples had perfonally
appeared among them, and afcertained the report
which had gonc abroad concerning a. life fo full of
miracles,

Suppofing fuch things had happended at this day
in Switzerland, or among the Grifons, who make a
greater figure in Europe than Judea did in the Reman
Empire, woald they be immediately beiieved by tholc
who live at a greatdiflance from them? or would any
cerzain account of them be tran{mitted into foreign
countries, within {o fhort a pace of time 25 that of
our Saviour’s public miniftry ! Such kinds of news,
though never fo true, fcldom gain credit, till {fome
time after they arc tranfaéted, and expofed to the ex-
amination of the curious, who, by laying together
circumftances, atteflations, and charaélers of thofe
who are concerncd 1n them, cither receive or reject
what at firlt none but eye-witnefles could abfolucely
believe or difbelieve. In a cale of this fort, 1t was
natural for men of fenfe and learning to treat the
whole account as fabulous: or, at farthelt, to fulpend
their belief of it, until all things {lood togethér “in

their full light. |
111.. Belides, the Jews were branded not only for

fuperltitions diffcrent from z2ll the religions of . the
Papan world, but in a particular manner ridiculed

-k

for being a credulons people :.{fo that whatever reports

of fuch a- nature came out of that country, were
looked ‘'upon by the Heathen world as falle, frivolous,

and improbable. -

"

4V. We may further c;bfr:n;c, that the ordipary
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. practics of magic i thofe times, with the many pre-
tended prodigies, divinations, apparitions, and local
miraclics among the Heathens, made them lefs atter-
tive to {uch news from Judea, till they had tume to
cenfider the pature, the occalion, and the end of our
Saviour’s miracles, and were awakened by many fur-
prifing events, to allow them any confidcration at ail

V. We are indeed told by St Matthew, that the
{me of our Saviour, during bis life, went through-
out all Syria; and that there followed hun great
multitudes of people from Galilee, Judea, Decapolis,
Idumea, from beyond Jordan, and from Tyre and
Sidon, Now, bad there been any hiftonars of thofe
times and places, we might have expected to have
feen in them fome account of thole wonderful tran{-
actions in Judea; but there is.not any fingle author
extant, in any kind, of that age, in any of thofe
countrics, t

VI. How many books have perifhed in which
poflibly tlzre might have been mention of our Saviour?
Look among the Romans, how few of their writings
arc come down to our times! In the {pace of two
hundred years frem our Saviour’s birth, when there
was fuch ‘a multizude of writers of all kinds, how
fmall is the number of authors that have made their
way to the prefent age.

'V1I. Onc authentic record, and that the moll
authentic Heathen record, we are prctey fure is loft,
1 mean the account fent by the governor of Judea,
under whom our Sayicur was judged, condemned,
and crucifieds. It was the euflomn i the Roman
Empire, as it is to this day, 1o 2il the governments
of the world, for the prefects and viceroys of diftant
provinces, to:tranfmit to their {overcign 2 fummn}y
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relation of every thing ranarkable in therr admini-
flration.  That Pontivs Pilate, in his account, would
hive touched on to extraordinary an event in Judez,
15 not 1o br doubted: and that he acroally did, we
Iearn frem Jultin Mareyr, who lived about 2 Ilundr:d
vears after our Saviour’s death, refidsd, made con-
verts, and {uffered martyrdom at Hnmc, where he
was engagea with phal ofnm“c.a, and 1n a particular
manner with Crefcens the Cynic, who could eafily
have detected, and would not fail to have expoled
him, had hc quoted a record not in being, or made
any falfe citation out of it. Would the great apo-
logift have challenged Crefcens to difpute the caule
of Chriftianity with him before the Roman fenate,
had he forged fuch an evidence? Or wonld Crefcens
have refuled the challenge, could he have triumphed
over him in the detection of fuch 2 forgery ? To

which we mnuft add, that the ap»slogy which appeals
to this record, was prefented to 2 learned emperor,
and to the whole body of the Roman fenate.  This
father, in his apology, fpeaking of the death and

{uffering of our Saviour, refers the emperor for the
truth of what hiz {ays to the acts of Pontis Yilate”

which I have here mentioned. “[errullian, who wrote
his apology about fifty years after Jultin, doubtlefs
referred to the fame record, when he tells the governor
of Rome, that the emperor Tiberius haviog Teceived
an account out of Paleftine in Syria, of the divine
p:rf’on who had appcared in that countty, pud him
a particular regard, and thrcatened to’ pouifh any
“ho fhould acéufe the Chriftians; ndy, that the em-
Peror would have adopted him among the deities
whom they worlliipped, had not the {enate refufed to
come in to his propofal.  Tertullian, who gives us
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this Hiftory, was not only one of the moflt learned
men of his age, but, what adds a _greater weight to
Lis aushority in this cafe, was eminently flziltul and
well read in the laws of the Roman empire. Nor
can it befdid, that Tertullian grounded his guotation
upon the authority of Jultin Martyr, becaule we
find he mixes it with matters of fact which are not
related by that author. Eufcbius mentions the fame
ancient recordy .but as it was not extant i Lis time,
I (hall not infift upon his-authority in this powt, If
it be objected that this particular 1s not menwened
inany Roman hiftorian, 1 fhall ule the iame argument
in a parallel cafe, and fee whether it will exrry any
feree with its Ulpian the Great Romam lawyer
iga:hcrcd together all the tmperial edicts that hiud been
nade againft the Chriflians; but did any oue cver fay
hat there had been no {uch edicts, becaufe thievwere
ot mentioned in the hiltories of thofe Emiper ors?
fides, who knows but this circumitance of Tiberius
vas mentioned in other-hiftorians that have been loli,
o’ not to be found m any fhill extant? Has not
uctoniys many particulars of this Enperor omitted
y Tacitus, and Eerodian many that are not {6 much
s hinted at by cither! AS$ {or the fpurious adls of
ilate, now extant, we know the occalion and time
t their writing, and had there not been a true and
uthentic recerd of this nature, they would never,
ave been forged. . o
VIli. The flory of Abgarus king of Edefia, rela-
ing to the letter which he {ent to our Saviour, and to
hat which he reccived from him, is a record of great
luthority ; and though I will not infift upon it, niay
fenture to fay, that had we fuch an evidence for any
'r:ufl in Pagan hiftory, an aathor wculd be thought
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relation of every thing ranarkable in their admini.
Nlration.  Tiat Pontius Pilzaze, 1n lus account, would
have touched on to extraordinary an event in Juden,
1s not 1o b doubrea: and that he acrnzlly did, we
Jearn frem Jultin Marevr, who lived about a hundred
years after our Saviour's death, relided, made con-
verts, aud {uffered martyrdom a: Rome, where he
was engagza with philofophers, and i a particular
manner with Crefeens the Cyrnic, who could eally
have detected, and would not fail to have expoled
him, had he quoted a recard not in being, or made
any falfe cization out of it.  Would the great apo-
logift have challenged Crefcens to difpute the caufe
of Chriftianity with him before the Roman fenate,
had he forged {uch an evidence? Or would Crefcens
havs refufed the challenge, could he have triumphed
over him in the detection of fuch a forgery ? To
which we muft add, that the ap»slogy which appeals
to this record, was prelented to a learned emperor,
and to the whole body of the Roman fenate. This
father, in his apology, fpeaking of the death and

fuffering of our Saviour, refers the emperor for the
truzh of what he fays to the acts of Pontius Pilate”

vwhich I have bere mentioned. “['ertullian, whn wrote
his apology about fifty years after Juftin, doubtlels
referred to the fame record, when he tells the governor
of Rome, that the emperor Tiberius having received
an account out of Paleftine in Syria, of the diviue
pzrfon who had appcared 1n that country, pajd him
a particular regard, and threatened to' puuifth any

ho fhould accufe the Chriftians; niy, that the em-
Peror would have adopted him among the deities
whom they worfhipped, had not the fenate refufled to
come in to his propofal. Tertullian, who gives us
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this Hilory, was not only one of the moft learned
men of his age, but, what adds a greater weight <o
Lis authonty in this cale, was rmmcml_} fizrl{ol] and
well read in the laws of the Roman empire. Nor
can it befaid, that Tertullian grounded his quoration
upon the authority of Juftin Martyr, becaufe we
find he mixes 1t with matters of fact which are not
related by that author. Eulebius mentions the fammc
ancient record Ut as it was not extant 1a his time,
I fhall not inditt upon his.authority in this point. If
it bc objected that this particular 15 not menwoned
inany Roman hiflorian, I fhall ule the fame argumext
in a parallel cafz, and {ce whether 1t will carry any
force wizh 1t Ulpian the Great Romam lawyer
pathered together all the imperial edicts that had been
made againit the Chrillians; but did any one cver fay
that there had been no {uch edicts, becaufe thevwere

ot mentioned in the hillories of thofe Emper ors ?

fides, who knows but this circumilance of Tiberius
vas mentioned in other-hiftorians that have been loft,

ho’ not to be found in any full extant? Has not

uctonigs many particulars of this Enperor omitted

y Tacitus, and Herodian many that 2ie not {6 much

s hinted at by cither! As for the {purious aéls of
ilate, now extant, we know thc occafion and time

{ their writing, and had there not been a true and
ruthentic recerd of this nature, they would never,
have ‘been forged.

V111, The ftory of Abgarus king of Edcﬁh, rcla-‘
g te the lettey v hich he i:nt to our Saviour, and to
hat which he reccived from him, is a record of great
wthority 3 and though I will not infift upon it, may
‘enture to fay, that bad we {uch an evidence for any -
a@l in Pagan hiftory, an asthor weuld be thought
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very unreaflonzble who fhould rejeét 2. I Eclicve
you will bz of my opinion, if you will perufe, "with
other authors who have appeared in vindication of
thefe letters as genuine, the addizional drgumenti
which have been made ufe of by the late famous and
lcarned Dr. Grabe in the fccond volume of his
Spicilegium. | '

SECT. I

I, Wbat facis inthe biffory of our Saviour rmgbt
be taken notice of by Pagan autbors.

11. What particular falls are t(aken notice of,
and by wbas Pagan cutbors.

111. How Celfus reprefented our Savicur’s mi~
raocles.

IV. The fame reprefentation made of Them by
otber unbelicvers, and pmwcd unreaforable.
V. Hbasr falls in our Saviour’s biflory 70§ 39

be expedled from Pagan wrircrs.

1. E, come now to confider what undoubted
authorities arc extant among Pagan® Wi
ters: and here we mult premife, that fome parts of
our Saviour’s hiftory may be rcafonablv ecxpefied -
. from Pagans. I mecan fuch parts as might be known
to thofe whe lived at a diflance from Judea, as well
“as to thofe who were the followers and eyc-witncfles
of Chrifte. .~
II. Such particulars are moft of thele wlich
follow, and which are all attelted by fome one
or other of-thofe Heathen authors, who lived in

cor near thé age of our Saviour and his diuciples,
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¢ That Augufius Czfar had ordered the whole em-
pire to be cenfed or taxed,” which brought our Savi-
our’s reputed parents to Bethlehem : this 1s mentions
ed by feveral Roman hiftorians, as Tacitus, Suctani~
us, and Dion. ¢ Thata great light, or a new f{tar,
appeared 1n tie eafty, which dirc@ed the wife men 1o
our Saviour :’? this is recorded by Chalcidius. ¢ That
Herod, the king of Paleftine, fo often mentioned in
the Romon hiftory, made a great flaughter of inno-
cent children,’” being {o jealous of his fucceflur, that
he put to death his own fons on that account: thig
chara&ter of him is given by {feveral h florians: and -
this cruel fadt mentioned by Macrobius, a HcahthFﬂ_
author, who tetls it as 2 known thing, without any
mark or doubt upon it. ¢ That our Saviour had
been in Egypr :° this Celfus, though he raifes a
monftrous ftory upoun it, is fo far from denying, that
he tells us, our Saviour learned the arts of magic in
that country. ¢ That Pontius Pilate was governar
of Judea; that our Saviour was brought in judgement
betore him, and by irtm condemned - and crucified:’?
this is recorded by Tacitus. ¢ That many myracus
lous cures and works, out of the ord‘mary cou: e of
nature, were wrought by him; this is copfefled by
Julian the apoftate, Porphyry, aud Hierocles, all of
them not only Pagans, but profefled enemies and per-
fccutors of Chriftianity, $# That our Saviour fore-
told feveral things which came, to pafs according to
his predictions;’ this was attefted by Phlegon in his
annals, as we arc affured by the learned Ongen agamlit
Ceifus. ¢ That at the time when ouor Saviour died,
there was a miraculous darknefs, and a great earth-
‘guake:?? this is recorded by the fame -Phlegon the
Trallian, ‘who was likewife a Pagan, and freeman to

C
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Adrian the emperor. We may here obferve, that g

native of Trallinum, which was not fituate at {o gr:at

a diftance from Paleftine, might very probably be m.

formed of fuch remarkable events as had pafied among

the Jews in the age immediately preceding his own

times, fince feveral of his countrymen with whom

he had converfed might have received a confuled re-

port of our Saviour before his crucifixion, and proba.

bly lived within the {hake of the carthguaks, and the

fhadow of the eclipfe which are recorded by this au-

thor. ¢ That Chrift was worlhipped as a God among

the Chriftians; that thc} would rather fuffer death

than blalpheme bun: thag they received a facrament,

and by it entered tnto a vow “of abfaining from fin

and wickednefs,”’ confurmuble to the advice given by

St. Paul: ¢ "That ..h:J had prnatc affermblies of

wurﬂup, and ufed to join zogzther in hymns 7 this

is the account which Pliny the younger frwcs of

Chriftianity in bis days, about feventy years atzer the .
death of Chrift, and which agrees 1n all its circumflan- |
ces with the accounts we have i holy writy of the .
firlt ftate of Chriltianity after the crucifixion of our
blefled Saviour. ¢ That St. Peter, whofe “miracles |
arc many of them recorded in holy writ, did many
worderful works,”’ 1s owned by Juhan the apoﬁatc,
who therefore reprefents hiim as a great magician, and
one who had in his pnff.-.:ﬂ'im. a book of magical f=creus,
Icfr himy by our Saviour, ‘I'hat the devils or evil -
foirits were {ubject to thcrn,” we may learn from
Porphyry, who objellts to Chriftianity, that fince
Jefus had begun to be worfhipped, Efculapius, and
the reft of the Gods, did no more converfe with men.
Nay, Cclfus himlelf afthrms the fame thing in offc&,
when he fays, that the power which feeined to refide f-

.I;
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in Chriftians proceeded from the ufe of certain names,
and the invocation of certain demons.  Origen re-
matks on this paflage, that the anthor doubtlels hints
at thofe Chriftians who put to fiight evil fpirits, and
Lealed thofe who were pofiefifed with them: a fa&
which had been often feen, and which he himielf bad
feen, as be declares in anothier part of his difcourfe a-
gainft Celfus. Bu: at the fame tune he affures us,
that this miraculous power was excrted by tie ufe
of no other name but that of Jefus; to which were
added feveral paflages in this hiftory, but nothing like
any invocation to demons.

III. Cellus was {o hard fet with the report of our
Saviour’s miracles, and the canhdentarteftations con-
cerming hip, that zhow gh he often wnsunates that he
did not believe them to be trues yet knowing he
might be Dhlenced in fieh an anfiwer, provides himielf
with ancther retreat, when beaten out of this, name-
ly, that our Saviour wasa magician, Thus he com-
pares the feeding of fo many thoufands, 2% two dif-
terents tithes, with a few loaves and filbes, to the
mzgical feafis of thofe Egyptian impoftors, who would
prefent their foeciztors with viflonary entertaimments,
that had in them neitier fubfiance nor reality @ which,
v the way, is to fuppoic, that a hungry and fainting
multizude were filled by an apparition. or ftrepgthen-
cd and refiethed with fhadows. He knew very well
that there was fo many witnefles and a&orsy if I may
call them {uch, in thefe two miracles, that it was
nnpoffitle to refuts fueh muoltitudes, who had doclt-
Hefs vficiently {preaa the fame of them, and was
therclore in this piace forced to-refort to the other
H{olution, that it was done by magic. It was not
enouvgh to {ay shat a muracle, which apprared tojo

<
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many thoufand t.}':-v.'it*ncffcs. was a forgery of Chirift’e
difciples 3 and therefore fuppofii.g them to be eye-
1l.'itllt:fft.:s, he endeavours to fhew how tht:}' m'ight be
deceived. ‘

1V. The unconverted Heathens, who were prefled
by the many authorities that confirmed onr Saviour’s
miracles, as well as the unbelieving Jews, who had
actually feen them, were driven to account for them
after the lvine manuer: fory, to work by magic, in
thc Heathen way of fpeaking. was, in the language of
the Jews, to calt out devils by Beelzebub the prince
of the devilse Qur Saviour, who knew that unbe.
Iievers, 11 all ages, would put this perverfc interpreta-
tion on his miracles, bas branded the maligoity of
thofe men, who, contrary to the didtates of their
ovn hearts, {tarted fuch an unreafonable ebjeélion as
a blafpliemy againft the Holy Ghoft. and declared
not only the guilt, but the puuifhn.ent pf fo black a
crinme. At the {ame time he condefeended to lhcw(
the vanity ond eniptinefs of this obje@ion againft his!
miracles, by reprefenting, that they evidently tended
to the defliu€tion of thole powers, to whofe affiftance
thic enemics of 185 de&irine then aferibed them:  An
argument, which, if auly we'ghed, renders the objec-
ticn {o very frivolous and groundlefs, that we may
ver ture to call it even blaiphemy againft con mon |
feinfe. Would magic endeavour to draw off the minds |
of men from the worflitp which was paid to ftocks |
and flones; to give them an abhoirence of thofe evil :
{pirits, who 1e¢joiced 1n the molt cruel facrifices, and
 offerings of the greateft impurity ; and, in fhort,
to call upon niankind to exert their whole {trength in
the love and adoration of that onz Being, from whom £

they derived exiftence, and on whom only they were

¥
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taught to depend every moment for the happinefs and
eentinuence of it r Was it the bufinzfs of magic to
humanize our naturcs with compaflion, forgivenefs,
and all the inflances of the moft extenfive charity ?
Would evil {pirits coniribute to make men fober,
chalte, and temjerate: 2nd, in a word, to'produce
that reformotion which was wronght in the moral
world by thole dodirines of our Saviour that received
their {an@ion from his miracles? Nor 15 it poflible to
1magine, that evil 1pirits would enter into a combina-
tion with our Saviour to cut off all their correfpon-
dence and mntercour{fe with mankind, and to prevent
any for the future from addicting themielves 1o thofe
rites and ce:emonies which had done them fo much
honour. W [ee the early cffect which Chrif-
tianity had on the minds of men in this particular, by
th.: number of bouks which were filled with the fe-
crete of may.s, and wmade a facrifice to Chrftiamey
by the converts mentioned in the Aéts of the Apof-
tles. We nhave likewile ap eminent inftance of the
inconfiflency of our religion with magicin the hiftory
of the famous A \quuia.  Fhis perfon. who wasa kinf-
man of the emperor Trajan, and likewife a man of
great learning. notwithftauding he had ewbraced
Chr:fbanity, could not be brought off from the {indics
of magic by the repeated admmonitions of his fellow
Chriftians ; fo that @t length they cxpelled imm therr
{ociety, as rather chufing to loofe the reputation of fo
confiderable a profelvie, than commuicaie with one
who dealt 1n fuch dark and internal pre&ices.  Be-
{ides, we may oblerve, that all the favourers of magic
were the moft profeficd and bitter ereniics to the
Chriftian rel’gion. Not to mention Simon NMagus,

and many mhcrs, I thall only take notice of thole
Cs
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two great perfecution. of Chriitianity. the emperors
Adrizn and Juliun the cpofiate, both of them Initia-
ted 1o the inviteries of anvination. and {fkilied in 21l
the denths of magie, I {i.:dl only add. that evi]
fpuits cannot be tipnofed to have concurred in the
el .bLilurent of a religion which triumphed over them,
arove them out of the places they peflefled, and di-
velled them of their intuence on mankind : nor would
I menticn this pnrt:rular, though it be unanimioully
reperied by all the ancient Lhrlﬂl"n authors, did 1t
net anpear. from rhe authorities above cited, that this
wwac a Iac’t confeficd by Heathens thendelves,

V. We now fec what a multitude of Pagan tefti-
monics may be produced for all thefe remarkable paf-
f"l"t:&: which oignat have been expcéled from them s
:md tideed of leveral, that, I belicve, do more than
anfwer your cxpcﬂatm; s, as thev were pot fubjr:i’t
in their own nature. {o c\palcd T0 pub]:c notorictye
It cannot he expecred they fhauid mention particulars,
which were tranfaéted amongflt the dilciples only, or
among Jome few ceven of the difeiples theinfclves
fuch 2as the transfiguratton. the ogrny in the gar-
deny the appearcrce of Chiiftatver his reiur:elion,
2:, others o1 the like nature. It was impoflible for
a Heathen autheor to relate thefe things . becaufle, 1if
Le had believed them, he wonld o lovger hive been
& Ieathen, and by that m-ons his “tefiiimony weuld
not hrve been thonght of £ moech validity.  Belides,
his very report of fadls, fo {mvourable to Chrifiranity,
would have prompted men to fay that he was probably
taintec With their doctrine. We have a parallel cafe
i1 Flecatzus, a famous Greek hillonan, who tad fe-
veral paflages in hic book comformable to the hiftory
of the Jewiflh writers, which, when quoted by Jofe-

J
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plug, asa confirmation of the Jewifh hiltory, when
his Heathen adverfaries could give no oiher anfwer to
it, they would need fuppofe that Hecatzus was a Jew
in his heart, though they had no other reafon tor it,
but becunole his hiftery gave greater autherity to the
Jewifh than the Egyptian records.

SECT. Il

1. Imtroducticn to a fecend liff ‘.g}"~ Pagan authers,
awho give :efltmony of cur SAVIOUR.

1I. A prﬁ:gc’ concermng  our DAVIOUR frem a

| learned Athenicn,

111, His Conwerficn from Paganiftn to Clriftianity
makes bis evidence flrenger than if he kad

| continued a Pagpan.

IV. Of ancther Attenian philesopFer ccnverted to
Cbﬁitfaf.fi)‘.

V. IVhy their converfion, inflead of weakening,
strer:gthens their evidence sn defence of Chris-
z'fan_ft)'. o _

V1. T heir belief in our S_Av_IOUR’S ngﬂm} ﬁrmg’ed
! )f;/] uton the principles of Z*??ar:faf ﬁ:fb.

VII. 9 bar toflimonies extended to all the particu-

 lars of our SAVIOUR’s fistory. |

VIIL. As related by the four Evangelifls.

1. "O this {ift of Heathen writers, who make

mention of our Savicur, or touch upon any
particulars of his life, I {hall add thofe auiliors who
were at fuft Heatheus, and afterwards converted to

Chrifiianity ; upon which account, as 1 {ball here

fhew, their teflinjonies arc to be looked upon as the

more authentic. Apd, in this Jift of evidences, 1 fhall

confice my{clf to fuch learned Pagans as came over to
C 4
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two great perfecutions of Chriffianity. the emperors
Adrian and Juliuin the wpoflate, both ot them nizia-
ted in the nviierics of aivination. and {kilied in ol
the denths of megie, I fi2ll only add. that ewvi]
{piits cannot be funnofed to have concurved in the
cit .bl.ihiwent of a religion which tinmphed over them,
drove them out of the places they pefiefied, and di-
velted them of their inHuence on mankind : nor would
I mentien this particular, though it b: unanimioulily
repcricd by all the ancient Chriflian authors. did it
nct annear, from the authorities above cited, that this
wac a fack confefled by Heathens then, f:]vcs.

V We now lee «what a multitude of Pagan tefli-
monics may be produced for all thofe remnarkable paf-
{ages which mugnat have been expelled from them;
and indeed of feveral, that, I believe, do more than

anfwer your expc@ations, as they were not rubjrc'.’ts,
in their own nature. {o expoled 0 public notoricty.
{t cannot be r:..\p:c..cn thc:} ﬂlﬂmd mention partmular‘S,
which were tranfacted amonglt the difciples onlv, or
among fome few even of the difciples themnfclves
fuch as the transfiguration, the ageny i the gar-
deny the appearcrce of Chift atver his reiur:e&tion,
2;:d others or the hike nature. It was impoflible for
a Heathen auther to rela‘e thefe things . becaufe, 1f
l.c had believed them, he wonld no longer hhve been
z Heathen, and by thar means his " t-fluneony weuld
not Lirve been tl.uught of fo mueh validity,  Befides,
his very report of fa@s, to favourable to Chriftianity,
would have prompted men to {ay that he was probably
tointee with their dofirine.  We have a parallel cafe
tn Hecatzus, a famous Greek hiltonan, who had fe-
veral pafiages in hiz book comformable to the hiftory
of the Jewilh writers, which, when quoted by Jofc.
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ol.ug, as a cenfirmation of the Jewifh hiftory, when
his Heathen adverfaries could give no other anfwer to
ity they would need fuppofe that Hecatiens was a Jew
1n his heart, though they had no other reafon tor it,
but becunle bis hiftery gave greater authority to the
Jewifli than the Epyptian records.

SECT. Il -

Y. Imtroducticn to a fecond liff of Pagan authirs,
wwlo give seffimony of cur SAVIOUR.

II. A paffage concerning cur SAVIOUR frem a

.. Mearned Athemen.

1. His Cenverfion from Paganifin to Chrifiiamity
makes bis evidence flronger than if be Fad

_ continued a Papan.

IV. Og’ ancther Attenian pbilcsopber converted to

pristiatiily.

V. Ii7hy their converfony inflead of weakening,
strev:gthens their cvidence in defence of Chris~
L1ar:1ly. .

VI. Tbeir belicf inr our SAVIOUR’s biffory founded
ot )/:;/1 ugen the principles cf }.1;/ orical _ﬂ;'ffb.

VIN. 9 bear teffimonics extended to all the partici-

. lars of our SavioUuR’s Listory. |

VILL. ds related by the four Evangeifis.

1. O this lift of Heathen writers, who make

mention of our Savicur, or touch upon any
particulars of his life, I (hall add thofe auihors who
were at fuft Heathens, apd afterwards converted to

Chriftianity ; upon whichtaccount, as I fball kere

fhew, thear reflimonics arc to be looked upon as the

more authentic. .Apnd, in this lilt of evidences, 1 fhall
confite my{clf to fuch learned Pagans as came over to
Cga
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Chriftianity in the three firlt centuries, becaufe thofe
were the times in which men had the beflt means of
informing. themielves of the truth of our Saviour’s
hiftory ; and becaufe, among the great number of
philefophers who came in afterwards, under the reigns
of Chriftian emiperors, there might be {everal of them
did it partly out of worldly moutives.

1. Let us now fuppofe that a learmned Hcathcn
writer, who lived within fixty years of our Saviour’s
crucifixion, after having fhewn thar falfe miracles were
generally wrought 1u oblcurity, and before few er no
witnefles, fpeaking of thofe which were wrought by
our Saviour, has the following paflage. ¢ But his
works were always feen, becaufe they were rrue ; they
were {een by thofe who were healed, and by thofe
who were raifed from thedead. Nuav, thefe perfons
who were thus healed, and raifed, were feen not only
at the time of their being healed and raifed, but long
afterwards. Nay, they were {cen not only all the
while our Saviour was upon earth, but furvived after
his departure out of this world ; nay, fome of them
werce living in our days.” '

ITl. 'T dare fay you would lock upon this as a
glorious attcftation for the caufe of Chriltianity, had
1z come from the hand of a famous Athenlan philofo-
pher.  Thele forementioned words, however; are ac-
tually the words of one who lived abont fixty yecars
after our Saviour’s crucifixion, and wasa famous phi-
lofopher in Athens. But it will be faid he wasa con-
vert to Chriftianity : now confider this matter impar-
tially, and fee if his teftimony is not much more valid
for that reafon. Had he continued 2 Pagan philofo-
pher, wotld not the world have it faid that hé was
not fincere in what he writ, gt did not believe 13

L]
-
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for if fo, would not they have told us he would have
cinbraced Chriftianity ? 'P'bis was indeed the cafe of
this excellent man; he had lo thoroughly examinced
the truth of our Saviour’s nutory, and the excellency
of that r:ligiou which he taught, and 'was fo catircly
convinced of both, that he became a profelyte and
died a martyr. '

1V. Anftides was an Athenian philofopher, at the
[ame time fomed for his learning and wifdom, but
converted to Chriftianity. As it cannot be queftion-
cd that he perufed and appraved the apology ot Quad-
ratusy in which is the paffage jult now cited, he joinud
withh him in an apology of his own to the fame empe-
ror on the {ame {ubjetts. “Lhisapology, though now
loft, was extant in the ume of Ado. Viucfls, ‘A. D.
870, und highly clteemed by the moft learned Athea
1mans, as that cuthorwitneffes. It muft bave contained
great arguments-for the truth of our Saviour’s hiftory,
becaufe iu it he afferted the divinmity of our Saviour
which could not but cugage him m the proof of his
miracles.

V. I do allow, that gencrally fpeaking, a man is
not fo accepiable, and ungueltioned an evidence in fa@s
which make for the advancement of his own party.
But we muift confider, that, in the cale before us, the
per{ons to whome we appeal were of an opp sfite party,
till they were perfuaded of the truth of ‘thofe very
f2&s which thiey reporta They bear evidence to a
hiftory in defence of Chriftiamity ; the truth of which
hyjiory was .their motive to embrace. Chnftianity.
Thley attell faéls which they had heard while they
were yet-FHeathene; and bad they not found-reafon to
believe them, they would have ftiilcentinued EHea thens,
and have m:de no miention of them 14 their, v.r.;:itings,

Cs
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VI. When a mun is born under Chriftian parents,
and trained up i the piotefiton of that religion from
a chind, e gencrally guides hunfelt by the rules of
Chrntian faik, m belhieving what is delivered by the
cvangelills ; but the learnad Pagans or anuquity, bz
fore they became Chriftians, vcere only guided by the
cummuon riles ot niftorical faith; that s, they eXa-
m ned the natire o the evidence which was to be met
with in commen fame, tradizions, and the writings of
thicfe 1;:1'111115 who retuted thieny, tugcthcr with the
number, concurrence, veracity, and private charadlers
of thofe perfuns; and being convinced upon all ac-
couns that they nad the fame reafon to believe the
huiory oi our Saviour, as that of any other perfon to
which they themtelves were not actually c}'c-witncffcs,
they were bound, by all the ruli. of hitorical faith,
and of right jealon, to give credit to this hiftory,
This they did accerdingly, and in confequence of 1t
publifhed tire fame truths themfelves, {ufiered many
affiictions, and very often death itfelt in the affertion
of than.  When 1 fay, that an hiftorical belief of
the 2As of our Suviour nduced thicle learn:d Pagans
to cutbrace his doctrine, I do not deny thiat there were
many other motives wiich conduced to 1ty as the ex-
cetlency of hio p.ceepzs, the fulfiling of prophchies, the
miracles of his dilciples, the irrepreachabie’ lives and
magn.annmcu: frficrings of their foliowers, with other
conlicerations ot the fime nature; bttt whatever other
collateral arguments wrought more or lels with philo-
fophers of that age, 1t 15 curtain, that a beliet 1n the
hiliory cf our Saviour was ol motive witli every new
convert, and that vpon which 2l otkers turned, as
being the very bafis und foundation of Chnltiamty.

Vil. Tothis 1 mult fu.ther add, thas as we have
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elready feen many particular fa@s which are recorda
cd 1n holy writ, attefted by particular Pagan authors,
the tefuimory of thofe 1 am now going to produce,
cxtends to thie whole Inftory of our Saviour, and to
that continued faiies of actions which are related of
him and his difciples in the books of the New Tefta.
meut ’

VII11. This evidently appears trom their quotations
out of the evangelifs, for the confirmation ot any doc-
trine or accouut of our bleffed Saviour. N ay, alearn
ed man of our nation, who examined the writings of
our mofl ancieut fathers inanother view, refers to fc-
werul paflages in lrenzus, Tertullian, Clements of
Alexandra, Quigens and Cyprian ; by which he plain-
Iy fhews that eaca of thele early writers aferibed
to the four evangehilts by nanie their refpe@ive hifto-
rics 3 {o thas there s not the leall room for doubling
ot their belief 1 the hiftory of cur Saviour as record-
ed in the golpels. [ {hall only add, that three
of the five tuthers hicre mentioned, and probably four,
were Pagang converted to Chrillianity, as they were
all of them very inquiitive and deep in the knowledge
ot Heathzn Jeaining and piulofophy,

SECT IV,

Y. Character of the times in awhich the Chriffian
religion qvas propagated, '

1. And of 11aziy 'wl"o embiraced 1t

IIL Three eminent and early inflances. _

IN. Mudtitudes of learned snen avho came cver to it

V. Belief in oni- Saviour’s biflory the first rirotive
tc their conucrsisn.. -

C6 .



45 - EVIDENCES OF THE

VI. The names o feveral Pagan _pﬁf/sﬁpbﬁr.r 2o

quere Cér 1@ conuverts.

Y. 1T happcncd very providentially, to the honour
of the Chriftian rcligion, that it did not take

its rife in the dark illiterate ages of the world, but at
a timec when arts and {ciences were at their height,
and when there were men who made it the bufinefs
of their lives to fearch after truth, and fife the feveral
opinions of philofophers and wife men, concerning the
duty,theena,andchicf happinels of reafonable creatures.

II. Scveral of thefe, therefore, when they had m-
foroted themfelves of our Saviour’s hiftory, and ex-
amined, with unprejudiced minds, the docirines and
manners of his difciples and tollowers, were fo {lruck
and convinced, that they profefled themfelves of thar
{e&t ; notwithftanding, by this profeflion, in that june- -
ture of tune, they bLid farewell to all the pleafures
of this life, renounced all the views of ambition, en-
gaped in an uninterrupted courfe of feverities, and
expofed themfglves to public hatred and contemnps, to
fufferings of all kinds, aud to deathitfelf.

11I. Of this fort we may reckon thofe three early
converts to Chriftiamey, who ecach of 'them was a
member of a fenate famous for 1ts wifdom and learn-
ing,  Joleph the Arunathean was of the Jewifh fan-
hedrim, Dionyfius of the Athenian, Arcopagus, and
Flavius Clemens, of the Roman {enate; pay, at the
time of his deatn, conful ef Rome. Thefe three were
{o thoroughly f{atisficd of the truth of the Chriftian
rcl:gmn, that the firlt of them, according to all the

reports of aptiquity. died a .martyr for it ; as did the -
{econd, unlefs we difbelieve Ariftides, his fc”nw citizen
and eqntemporary ; aud the third, as we arc mfurmcd

koth by Rowmag and Chriftian. authors.

-
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1V. Among thofe tnnumerable multitudes, who,
in mofit of the known nations of the world, came over
to Chriftianity at its firflt appearance, we may be fure
therc were great numbers of wile and learned men,
belides thofe whole names are in the Chriftian records,
who, without doubt, took care to examine the truth
of our Saviour’s hiftory, before they would lcave the
rcligion of their country, and of their forefathers, for
the {ake of one that would not only cut them off frem
the allurements of this world, but {ubject them to
cvery thug terrible or difagrecable in it.  Tertullian
tells the Roman governers, that their corporations,
councils, armics, tribes, companics, the palace, {enate,
and courts of judicature, were filled with Chriitians ;
as Arnobius aflerts, that men of the finelt parts and
learning, orators, grammarians, rhetoricians, lawyers,
phylicians, philelophers, defpifing the fentiments they
had becen once tond of, rook up their reflt in the
Chriftian rcligion. | '

V. Who can imagine that men of this charaller
did not thoroughly inform themielves of the hiltory
of thut peifon whole doétrines they embraced? For
however coufonant to reafon his precepts appearcd,
how good foever were the cffe@s ivhich they produced
in the world, nothing could have tempted men ro ac-
knowledge him as their God and Savivur, but their
being firmly. perfuaded of the miracles he wrought,
and the many atteftations of his divine miffion, which
were to be met with in the hiflory of his life.  This
was the ground-work of the Chriftian religion ; and,
if this failed, the whole fuperftru&ture funk with it.
‘This point, thercfore, of tha truth of our Saviour’s
hiftory, as reckoned by the evangelifts, is every where,
taken for granted in.the writings of thofe who, from
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Pagzn philofophers, became Chriftian authors, and
who, by reafon of their converfion, arc to be looked
tpon as of the {trongelt collateral teltimony for the
truth of what is delivered concerning our Saviour,
V1. Befides innumerable authors that are loft, we
have the undoubted names, works, or fragments of
feveral Pazan philofophersy which thew them to bave
been as learned as any unconverted Heuthen authors
of the ape in which they lived. If we look into the
greateft nurferics of learnming i thofe ages of the
world, we find in Athens, Dionytius, Quadratus Arif-
tides, Athenagoras; andin Alexandria, Diony{ins Cle~
ments, A mmonius, and Anatolius, to whom we may
add Origen; for though bis father was a Chriftian
martvr, he became, without all controverly, the molt
learned and able philofopher of his age, by his educa-
tion at Alexandria, 1 chat famous feminary of aris

angd fciences,

SECT. V.

Y. The learned Pagans bad means and oppzrtun:iies
of informing themfelves of the truth of our Suvi-
our’'s hiffory.

Y1. From the proceedings,

II1. T/In," charaé [y 5 3 ﬁ( t‘:‘fﬂg.r,

IV. And miracles of the perfons awcho publifbed it.

V. How thefe fir/? apsftles perpetuated their tradi- -

C o tiony by ordaimny perfons to fucceed them.

VI. Fow their fucceflois in the three firfl centuries
 preferved their {radition.

VIL. That frve gencrations might drive this tradi-
2ion faroms Chryfy to the end of the third centurs,
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VIIL. Feur emnincut Chriflians that delivered it
dewn fuccelfively to the year of cur Lord 25 4.
YX. Tle fauh of the four absve-rientioned perfons
the famne auith that of the churcbes of the eaff, of

the awefly and of Iogypt.

X. slnsther perfon added to them, avks brings us to
the year 343, and that many cther lifls might be
added it us direct and fbort a fuccefficn.

XL, IVhy the traditicn of the three firft centurics,
more awthentic than that of any siher age, preved

Ylfrom the converfation of the primitive Ghriftians.

XAL. From the manncr of initiating men into their
religion.

»

XU, Fromg the coriefpondence betaveen the churches.
XIV. Lrem the Iong lives of feveral of Chriffs dif-
ciplesy of avbich ravo inflances.

1, 'I' now therefore only remains to confider,

whether thefe learned ;aen had means ana op-
portupitics ot intorming themfelves of the truth of
our Saviour’s hiftory; for unlels this point can be
made out, their teitimonies will appear wvalid, and
their inquiries imcffcctual,

II. As to this point, we muft confider, that many
thoufands had feen the tranfaétions of our Saviour in
Judah; and that many hundred thoufanas had received
an account of them from the meoeuths of thole who
were a&tually eve.wituefiess 1 thall ouly mentiona-
mong thefe cyc.witnefles, the twelse apoltles, to
whom we muft add St Paul, who Lad a particular
call ro this high cffice, though many other difciples
and followers of Chirift iad alle thetr thare in the pub-
lithing this wonderful hiftory. We learn trom the
ancient records of Clriftianity, that'many of the dpaf-
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tles and difciples inade 1t the exprels bulinels of their

lives, travelled into the remotelt parts of the world,

and in 21l places gathered multtudes about them, to

acquaint them with the hiftory and do&rines of their

crucified Mafter. And indeed, were all Chriftian re-

cords of thele proceedings intirely laft, as many have

been, the effeét plainly evinces the truth of them ; for

how clfe, during the apoltles lives could Chnitianity

have {preads itelf with fuch an amazing progrefs

through the {everal nations of the Romau empire? .
how could 1t t'y like lightning, and carry conviction -
with it from one end of the earth to the other?

111. Heathens thercfore of every age, fex, and
quality, born tn the moft diffirent clinates, and bred
up undcr the mwoft different inftitutions, when they
faw men of phm fenfe, withour thie help of l::.xrnmg,
armed with patience and courage, inflead of wealth,
pomp, or powery exprefling i their lives thofe excele
lent doétrines of morality, which they taught as de-
livered to them from our Suviour, avering that they .
had feen his miracles during his life, and converfed
with himn after bis death; when, 1 fay, they faw no
fufpicton ‘of fallhiood, treachery, or worldly intereit
in their behavour and converlation, and that they
fubmitted to the moft 1gnominious and crucl deaths,
rather than retradt thewr teflimony: or even be filent
in matters which they were to putlith by our Saviour’s
efpecinl command, there was no realon to deubt of-
the veracity of thofc facts which they related, or of
the divine miffion o which they were employ :d

1V.Burt even thole motives 1o faith 111 our Savi-
our would not have been {fufficient to have broughe.
about, in o few years, fuch an incredible number of -
converfions, had not the apoftles been able to exlubit

-
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{ull greater proofs of the truths which they taught.
- A fcw perfons of an odious and defpifed country could
not have filled the world with believers, had they not

" fhown undoubted credentials from the divine perfon
who fent themon fuch a meflage. Accordingly we
are affured thar they were invelled with the power of
working miracles, which was the moRk fhort and the
molt convincing argument that could be produced, and,
the only one that wasadapted to the rea{on of all man-
kind, to the capacitics of the wife and ignorant, could
overcome every cavily and every prejudices. Who
would not believe that our Saviour healed the fick, and
raifed the dead, when it was publifhed by thofe who
themnfelves .often did the fame miracles, in their pre-
{ence, and in his name? Could any reafonable perfon
imagine that God Almighty would arm men with
fuch powers to authorife a lieyand eftablith a religion
in the world, which was difplealing to him, or that
evil fpirits wounld lend them fuch an effetual afliftance
to beat down vice and idolatry ?

V. When the apoftles had formed manv affemblics
in {everal parts of the Pagan woild, who gave credit
to the glad tidings of the golpel, that, upon their de-
parture, the memory ot what they had related might
not perifh, they appointed out of thefe new converts
men of the beft fenfe and of the moft unblemifhed lives
to prefide over thefe feveral aflemblies, and to incul-
cate, withont ceafing, what they had heard from the
mouths of thefe cye-witnefles. . o

V1. Upon thedeath of any of thofe {obltitutes to
the apoftles and difciples of Chrilty his placslwas filled
up ‘with fome other perfon of eminence for bis picty
and learning, and gencrally 2 member of the fame
church, who, after his deccafe, was followed by ano-
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ther in the {ame manner; by which means ¢he fuc-
ccflion was contirued in an uninterrupted line.  Iren-
zus informs us, that every church preferved a catalo-
gue of its bifhops in the order thar they fucceeded one
another, and (for anexample) produces the catalogueof
thofe who governed the church of Rome in that

character, which conzains :ight or nine perfons, though
but at 2 very fmall remove trem the tines of the a-
poltles.

Indced the lifte of bifhops, which arc comé dnnc
to us i other churches, art:fcncrall} fitied with grea
cr numbers than one wouid expedt.  But the [uLch-
fion was quick in the three firft centurics, becaule the
bifhop very often ended in the martyr; for when a
perfecution arofe in any place, the firft fury of it fell
upon this order of holy men, who abundantly teftified,
by their deaths and {ufferings, that they did not un-
dertake thele offices out of any temporal views: that
they were {incere ana fatisfied in the belief of what
they taoght ; and that they firmly adhered to what
they had reccivea from the apoltics, as Jaying down
their lives in the fanie hope, and upon the fame prin-
ciples.  None can be fuppofed fo.usterly regardlefs
of their own happmefs as to expire in torment, and
hazard their ctcm:t}, to fupport any fables. and 1n-
ventions of their own, or any ‘orgerics of their prede-
ceflors who had prefided in the {ame ciurch. and which
might have been eafily detcéted by the tradition of -
that particular church, as well as by the concurring
teltimony of others. To this purpofe, 1 think it 1s
very remarkable, that there was not a fingle martyt
among thofe many herctics who difagreed, with the
poftolical church, and introduced feveral wild and
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'~ abfurd notions into the doétrines of Chriftianity. They
 durft not flake their prefent and futere happinefs on
their own chimerical imaginations, and did not only
fhun perfecution, but affirmed that it was unneceflary
for their follovers to bear their religion through fuch
fiery trials.

VII. We may ftirly reckon, that this firlt age of
~apoftles and difciples, with that {econd genceration of
. many who were their immediate converts, extended

jefelf to the micddle of the fecond century; and that
{everal of the third gencration from thefe laft mention-
ed, which was but the fifth from Chnift, continued to
the end of the third century. Did wg know the ages
and numbers of the members in cvcry;&‘_ﬁcu]ar church
which was planted by the apoftles, I doubt not but
in moft of them there might be found five perfons,
who, in a continued ferics, would reach through thefe
three centuries of years, that 1s, till the 26¢th from
the death of our Saviour.

VIIl. Among the accounts of ®iofc very feéw out
of innumerzble multitudes, who had embraced Chnif-
Itianity, I fhall fingle out four perfons eminent for their
lives, their writings and tneir {uflerings, that were
{ucceflively conteamporaries,and bring us down as far
as to the vear of our Lo'd 254. St. John who was
the beloved difciple. and converfed the inoft intimate-
ly with our Saviour, lived till Apno Dom. 100.
Polycarp, who was the difciple of St John, and
had converfed with others of the apoftles and
difciples of our Lord. lived tll Anno Dom. 167,
thougl kis life was fhortened by martyrdom. Irenzus,
who was the difciple of Polycarp, and had coenverfed .
with man of the iromediate difciples of the apoftlesy
lived, at the lowelt computation of his age, till the
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year 202, when he was likewife cot off by martyre
dom ; in which year the great Origen was appointed
regent of the cathecutic fchool at Alexandriz; and
os be was the miracle of that age, for induftry, learn-
ing, and philoflophy, he was looked on as the cham-
pion of Ci rifltianity, till the wvear 254, when, it he
did not fuffer martyrdom, as fome think he did, he
he was ceramnly actnated by the {piric ofit, as op-
years m the whole courle of his life and wnrtings; may,
lic bad often been put to the torture. aud had under-
gone trnals worfe than death.  As he converfed with
the molt eminent Chriftian: of his time in Egypt, and
in the eaft ; brought over multitudes both from herely
and heathenilmy, and Ieft belund him feveral difc'ples
of great fame and learningthere is no quefltion but there
were confiderable numbers of thofe who knew bLim,
and had been his hearers, {cholars, or profelytes, that
Iived till the end of the third century, and to the
reign of Conftantine the Great.

IX. It is evident to thofe who read the lives and
writings of Polycarp, Irenzus, and Origen, that thefe
three fathers belicved the accounts which are given of
our Saviour in the four evangelilts, and had undnubted
arguments, that not only St. John, but many others
of our Saviour’s difciples, publifhied the fame accounts
of him. To which we muft fubjoin this further re-
mark, that what was believed by thefe fathers on this
fubject, was likewife the belief of the main body of
Chriftians in thofe fucceflive ages when they flourifhed;’
{ince Polycarp cannot but be looked upon, if we con-
fider the refpect that was paid him, as the reprefen-
tative of the caftern churches in this particular, Ircn-

zus of the wellern upon the fame account, and Origen
of thole eflablifhed in Egypt,
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X. To thefe I might add Paul the famous hermit,
who retired from the Declan perfecution five or fix

years before Origen’s deathy and lived till the year
343 I bave only difcovered one of thofe channcls
by which the hiftory of our Savieur might be convey-
cd pure and unadulterated through thofe feveral ages
that produced thofe Pagan philofophers, whofe tclti-
monies I make ufe of for the truth of our Saviour’s
hiftory. Some or other of thefe philofophers came in-
to the'Ckhriftian fatth during ws infancy, in the {eve-
ral periods of thefe three firlt centuries, when they
had fuch means of informing themfelves in all the par-
ticulars of our Szaviour’s hiftory. 1 muolt further add,
that though I have here only chofen this fingle link
of martyre, I might find out others among thofe names
which are 11l exxtant, that delivered down this account
of our Saviour in a {uccedhive tradition, till the whole
Roman empire becaine Chriftians; s there is no quefti-
on but numberle{s feries of witnefles might follow one
another in the fame order, and in as fhort a chain,
'and tha: perbaps in every fingle church; had the
‘names and ages of the molt eminent primative Chrif-
tians been tranfmitted to us with the like certainty.

XI. But to give this confideration more force, we
muft take nmlc*c:, that the tradition of the firflt ages of
Chrifianity bhad feveral circumfiances peculiar to it,
whichmade it more authentic than any othier tradition
in any other age of the worlde TheChriflians, whocar-
ried their religion through {o many general and parzi-
cular perfecotions, were cefiantly comforting and {up-
porting one another, with the example and hiftory of
our Sdviour and hisapolftlics. It was the {ubjet not on-
Iy of their folemn aflemblies, but of their private vifits
and converfations. Qurvirgins, fays Tatian, who lived

< .
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in the fecond century, ¢ difcourfe over their diflafis
on divine fubjeds.””  Indeed, when rehgion was wo-
ven into the civil government, and flourifbed under
the prote@ion of the emperors, men’s thoughts and
and difcourfes were, as thcy are now, full of fecular
affairs; but in the three firlt centuries of Chriftianity,
men who ecmbraced this religion, had given ¢p all
their interefls in this world, and lived in a perpetual
preparation for the next, as not kuvowing liow foon
they might be called to iz; fo that they had little
elfe to talk of, but the life and do&rines of that diving
perfon, which was their hope, their encouragement,
and their glory. We cannot therefore imagine that
there was a fingle perfon arrived at any degree of age
or conflideration, who had ot heard and repeated, a-
bove a thoufand times in his life, all the particulars
of our Saviour’s birth, life, death, rcfurreélion, ai.d
afcenfion. -

X1I. Efpeciallv if we confider that they could
not then be received as Chriftians till they hud under-
gone feveral examinations. Perfons of riper yecars,
who floclied daily into the church during the three
firlt centuries, were obligea to pafs through many re-
peated inflrutions, and give a ftridt account of their
proficicnev, before they were admitied to bapuifin.
And as for thofe who were born of Chriftian parents,
and had been baptized in their infancy, they were
with the like care prepared and difciplined for con-
firimation, which thev could not arrive at, utll they
were fond, upon cxamination, to have made a fufiici-
ent progrefs in the knowledge of Chrifttanity.

XIIT. We muft further obferve, that there was
not only in thofe times this religious converfation
among private Chriltians, but a cenflant correfpon-
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™ dence between the churches that were efltablifhied by
§ the nfmﬂlls or their fucceflors in the feveral parts of
d the world. Ifany new dofirine was flarted, or any
B 2& reported of our Saviour, a {tri& enquiry was made
[among the churckes, efpecially thofe planted by the
apoftles themfelves, whether they had received any
uch do&iine or account of our Saviour, from the
mouths of the apoflles, or the tradition of thofe Chrif-
qtians who had preceded the prefent members of the
glchurches, which were thus confulted. By this means,
g iicn any novelty was publifbed, it was immediately
Mderelted and cenfured.
q4 XIV. St John, who lived fo many years after our
M Saviour, was appealed to in thefe emergencies as the
Mliving oracle of the church ; and as his oral teftimony
Iafled the firlt century, many have ob{erved, that, by
#a particular providence of God, feveral of our Savi-
dour’s difciples, and of the carlv converts of his relis
f gion, lived to a very preatage, that they might per-
| fonally convey the truth of the gofpel to thofe times,
fwhich were very remote from the firft publication of
g1t.  OfF thefe, belides St John, we have a remarkable
| mflance in Simceon, who was one of the feventy fent
forth by our Saviour, to publifh the gofpel before bis
cruciixion, and a near kinfman of our Lord. Tlits
venerable perfon, who haa prebably heard with his
own cars our Saviour’s prophecy of the deflru@ion of
Jerufalem. prefided over the church cftablifhed in that
city, during the time of its memorable fiege, and drew
Lis congregation out of thofe dreadful and umparale!-
led calamities which befel his countrymen, by fol-
lowing the advice our Saviour had given, when they
fhould fee Jerufalen: encompafled with armies, and the
Roman flandards, or abomination of defolation, fct
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up. He lived till the year of our Lord 107, when
bhe was martyred under the emperor Trajan.

SECT. VI
1. The tradition of tbe apoftles fecured by other ex-
cellent inffruélions ; .

11. But chicfly by the writings of the evangrlafis,
11Y. The diligence of the difeiples and firf2 Gbrif.
2tan conwverts to fend abroad thefe writings.
IV.That theavritten account of our Saviour was
the fame with that delivered by tradition ;
V. Proved from thc recepticn of the gofpel by
thofe churches which were eflablifbed before iz
a5 aritten.

Vi. Frem the unifcrmity of «vbat was believed
in the feveral churches.

VII. From a remarkable paffage tn Ircnaus.

V11X, Records wbhich are now loff of use to the
three firfl centuries, for confirming the bifiory
of our Sawiour.

1X. Inflances of fuch rccords.
. I. T HUS far we fec how the learned Pagans

might apprize themfelves, from oral informa-
tion, of tlie particulars of onr Saviour’s hiftory. They
could hear, mn every church planted in every diltant

part of the carth, the account which was there received |
and preferved among them, of the hiltory of our Savi- !

our. They could learn the names, and charaéters ‘of ,
thofe firft miflionaries that br <« ght to them thefe ac-
countsaud the miracles by which God Almightyattell-

ed their reports. But the apoftlesand difciples of Chirift, §j =

to preferve the hiftory of Lis life, and to fecure their
accoynts of him from error and oblivion, did not only

F

|
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et alide certain perfons for that purpofe, as has been
Ircady fhewn, but appropriated certain days to the
commemoration of thofe faéts which they had related,
concerning him.  The firft day of the week was in
all its returns a perpetual memorial of his refurre&ion
as the ‘devotional exercifes adapted to Friday and
Saturday were to denote to all ages that he was cru-
cificd on the onc of thofe days and that he refted in
the grave on the other. You may apply the {ame
remark to feveral of the annual feflivals inflituted by
the apoflles themfelves, or at farthell by their imme.
diate fuccellors, tn memory of the moft important parti~
culars 1n our Saviour’s hiflory; to which we muft add
the facraments inftituted by our Lerd himfelf, and
many of thofe rites and ceremonies which obtained in
the moft carly times of the church., Thefe are to be
regarded as flanding marks or fuch faéis as were deli-
vered by thofe wlo were eyc-witnefies to them, and
which were contnved with great wifdom to laft till
time fhould be no more. Thefe, without any other
means, might have, in fome meafure, conveyed to po-
flerity the memory of feveral tranfaétions in the hi-
- {tory of our Saviour, as they were related by his dif-
~ciplese At leafty, the reafon of thefe inftitutions,
though they might be forgotten, and obfcured by a
long courfe of {cars, could notbut be very well known
by thafe who lived in the three firlt “centuries; “and
a’ means of informing the inquifitive Pagans in the
truth of aur Saviour’s hifltory, that being the view in
-which I am to confider thein.

I1. But left fuch a tradition, though guarded by
fo many expedicents, fhould wear out by tbelength of
time, the four evangelifls, within above fifty, or, as
Theodoret affirms, thirty years after our Saviour’s
| D
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up. He lived till the year of our Lord 107, v.hcn
he was martyred uvnder the emperor Trajan.

SECT. VI ',
1. The traditior: of the apofiles fecured by other exa
cellent inffruclions ;

11. But cbicfly by the writings of the evan rle{f.r
111. Tb, diligcrice of the difciples m:dﬁr:ﬁ Cbrif.
t1an converts to fend abroad tbefe writings.
IV.That theawsitten account of our Saviour WAl
the fame witd that dclivered by tradition ;
V. Prowed from the reception of the gofp cl by

thifc churches which were efiablifbed bqﬂ.rc ;:

w35 awritlicne. 2

VI. From tbe uniformity of «vbat was belicved
in the feveral churches-

VI1i. From a remarkablie }bajlgc in Ircnaus,

VI11. Records «which are now uft of use ro the
three firfl cenzuries, for confirming the bifiory
of our Savicw r.

1X. Inflances of fuch rccords.
I. HUS far we fec how the learned Pagans

might aporize themfelves, from oral informa-
tion, of thie particulars of onr Saviour’s hiftory. They
could hear, mn every church planted in cvery diltant
part of the carth, the account which was there received
and preferved among them, of the hiftory of our Savi
our. They could learn the names, and characters of
thofe firft miflionaries that br < ght to them thefe ac.
countsand the miracles by which God Almightyattefl-
ed their reports. But the apn[ilcs-mdd:{'cnplcs ot Chnft,
to preferve the hifrory of Lis life, and to fecure their
accounts of him from error and oblivion, did not oaly

”
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<t alide certain perfons for that purpole, as has been
Ircady fhewn, but appropriated ccrtain days to the
ommemoration of thofe fadts which they had related,
oncerning him. The firft day of the week was in
)] 1ts returns a pt:rpctual memotial of his reflurre@ion

as the devotional exercifes adapted to Friday and
Saturday were to denote to all ages that he was cru-
cificed on the onc of thofe days and that he reflted in
the grave on the other. You may apply the fame
remark to feveral of the anpual feftivals inflituted by
the apoltles themf{elves, or at fartheflt by their imme-
diate fuceellors, in memory of the moft tmmportant parti-
culars in our Saviour’s hiftory; to which we mull add
the facraments 1nftituted by our Lerd himfelf, and
many of thofe rites and ceremonies which obtained in
ithe molt early times of the church.  Thefe are to be
regarded as ftanding marks or fuch faéls as were deli-
vered by thofe who were eye-witnelifes to them, and
I:vhich were contrnived with great wifdom to laft till
time fhould be no moere. Thefe, without any other
imeans, might have, in fome meafure, conveyed to po-
{terity the memory of feveral tranfadlions in the hi-
flory of our Saviour, as they were related by his dif-
cipless At leaft, the reafon of thefe inftitutions,
though they might be forgotten, and obfzured by a
?nng courfe of years, could notbut be very well known
by thofe who lived in the three firlt “centuries; “and
R means of informing the inquifitive Pagans in the
ruth of aur Saviour’s hiflory, that being the view in
th'ich I am to confider them.
. II. But left fuch 2 tradition, though guarded by
o many cxpedicnts, fhould wear out by thelength of
ime, the four evangelifts, within above fifty, or, as
Leodoret affirms, thirty years after our Saviour’s
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death, while the memory of his attions was frefh a.
mong them, configned to writing thaz hiftory, which
for {ome years had been publifhed only by the mouth;
of the apoftles and difciples.  T'he further confidera.’
tion of thefe holy penmen will fall under another part!
of this difecourfe. :
II1. Jt will be fufficient to obferve here, that ina
the age which fucceeded the apoltles, many of theirt
immediate difciples fent or carried in pzrfon the banlui
of the four evangelifts, which had been written by the!
apoftles, or at leaft approved by them, to moft of the|
churches w hich they had planted in the different part:
of the world. This was done with {o much dilig:na,%
that when Pantznus, a man of grear learning andy
picty. had travelled into india for the propapation of
Chriltianity, about the year of our Lord 200, he foundf
among that remate peuple the go:pel of St. Martthew, §
which, upon his return from that counzry, he broughy
with him to Alexandria. - This gofpcl i1s generally {fup-
pofed to have been left in thofe parts by St. Bartholo{3
mew, the apofile of the Indies, who probably carried it
with him. before the writings of the three other evan.¥
gclifts were publithec. “ f
1V. That the hutory of our Saviour as re-ordedj
by the evangelifts, was the fame with that which had
been before delivered by the apoltles and difciples, will
further appear in the profecution of this difcour{e, andg
may be gathered from the following confiderations.
"V, Had thefe writings differed froin the fermonj
of the firlt planters of Chritianity, cither in hiftory ok
doétrine, there is no queftion but they would haw
been rejeced by rhofechurches which they had already
farmed. But o panﬁﬂcnt and umform -was the relt}
tion of the apoflles, that thelc huftorics dppeared to kg

1
4
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2nothing clfe but their tradition and oral atteftations
anade fixed and pertnanent.  Thus was the fame of
ur Saviour, which in fo few years had gtin: through
$thic whole earth, confinmed and perpetuated by {uch
iFccords as would preferte the traditiopary account of
1M to atter ages, and rectify it, if at any time, by
pfiing through feverzl generations, it might drop any

Rp-1t that wae materialy or eontract any thing that was
4

h.’fc or ficlitious.

} V1. Accordingly we find the fame Jefus Chrift,
gxho was born ot a virgin, who had wrought many
$iracles in Paleftine, who was crucified, rofe again,
@nd afcended into heaven: I fay, the {ame Jefus
hrift had been preached, and was worfhipped, in Ger-
1any, France, Spain, and Great Britain ; in Parthia,
Tedia, Mecfopotamia, Anmenia, Phrygna, Aba,
nd Pamphylia ; in lwaly, Egypt, Afric, and be-
ond Cyrene, India, and Perfia; and, in fhort, i
ll the iflands and provinces that are vifited by the
ifing or the fetting fun. The fameaccount of our Sa-
our’s Iife and doétrine was delivered by thoufands
f preachers, and believed in thoufands of places,whoall,
faft as it could be conveyed to them, received
e fame account in wniting from the four evangehitse
V1l. Irenacus to this purpole very aptly remarks,
at thofc barbarous mnations, who in his tune were
t poffeffed of the written gofpels, and had only
arned the hiltory of our Saviour from thofe who
ad converted them to Chriftianity before the gofpels
cre writtén, had among them the fame accounts of
ur Saviour which are to be met with in the four
angehifts: an inconteftible proot of the harmony

d caoncurrence between the holy fcripture and the
o \ D2 ‘

-
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traditton of the churches in thofe :ar]y times of

Chrifhanity.

V11L. Thus we fee what opporturrities the learned
and inquifitive Heathens had ot informing them-
felves of the truth of our Saviour’s hiftory during
the three firlt centuries, efpecially as they lay nearer
onc than another to the fountain-head : befide which,
there were many uncontroverted traditions, records
of Chriftiantty, and particular hiftories, that then
threw light into thefe matters, but are now entirely
loft, by which, at that time, any appearance of con.
tradiction, or f{eeming difficulties, in the hiflary of
the evangehlls, were fully cleared up ana explained;
though we meet with fewer appearances of this na.
ture in the hiftory of our Saviour, as related by the
four evangelifls, than in the accounts of any other per.
fon, publifhed by fuch a number of different hiftorians,
who lived at fo great a diftance from the prefent age.

I1X. Among thofe records which are loft, and
were of great ufe to the primitive Chriftians, is the
letier to [Ciberiuz, which I have already mentioned,;
that of Marcus Aurelius, which I fhall take notice
of hercafter ; the writings of Hegelippus, who had
drawn down the hiftory of Chnittanity to his own
time, which was not beyond the middle of the fe-
cond century; the genuine Sybilline oracles, which,
in the firft age of the church, were eafily diftinguithed
from the fpurious; the records preferved 1 particu.
Iar~-chorches, with many other of the fame narure.

SECT. VII

Y. Thefight of miracles in tbofe ages a further
confirmation aquganszlﬂfopbch in tbe Gori
fian faith..
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IX. The credibility of fucd miracles.

111. 4 particular infiance.

1V. Martyrdom, wby confidered as a flanding
miracle.

V. Primitive Cbhriflians tbought many of the
martyrs f'._;'crcfu_pportcd bya miraculous powere

N1, Prewed frem the nature of their fufferingsa

V'1l. How martyrs furtber induced tbe Pagans
2o embrace Cbhriflianity.

I. HERE were other mcans swhich 1 find had 2

great influence on the learned of the three
firft centuries, to creaze and confirm in them the belicf
of our blefled Saviour’s hiftory, which ought not to
be pafled over 1n {ilence. ‘Lhe firtft  was, the oppore
tuuity they enjoyed of exammiag thofe miracles,
which were on {everal oceafions pertormed by Chrife
tians, and appearcd in the church, more orlefs, during
thefe Tirlt ages of Chriftianity. ‘Lhefe bhad greac
weight with the men I am now {peaking of, who,
from learned Pagans, beczme fathers of the church ;
for they frequently boalt of them in their writings,
as atteflations given by God himfelf to the truth of
their religion.

1I. At the fame time that thefe learned men de-
clare how difisgenuous, bafe, and wicked it would
be, how much beneath the dignity of philofophy, and
contrary to the precepts of Chrifliamity, to utter
faifehoods or forgeries in the fupport of a caule,
though never fo jult in itfelf, they confidently affert
this miraculcus power which then {fubfifted in the
chiurch ; nay, tell us, that themfclves had been eyc-
witnefles ofit at feveral times, and in {feveral inftances;
nay, appeal to the Heathens themf{elves for the truth

of feveral falls they relate; nay, challenge them to
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be prefent at their affemblics, and fatisfy themfelve?
it they doubt of it; nay, we find that Yagzn au.
thors have in fome inftances conteffed this miracu-
lous power.

I11. The letter of Marcus Aurelius, whofe army
was preferved by a refrefhing fhower, at the fame time
that his enemies were difcomfited by a florm of light.-
ning, and which the Heathen hiftorians themfelves
allow to have been fupernatural, and the effeét of
magic - I fav, this letter, which aferibed this unex-
pected afliftance to the prayers of the Chriftians, who
then ferved in the army, would have been thoupht
an unrqueltionable tefltimony of the miraculous power
I am {peaking of, had it been {iill preferved. It is
fufhicient for me in this place to take notice, that
this was one of thofe miracles which had its influence
on the learned converts, becaule 1t is related by Terw
tullan, and the very letter appealed to. W hen their
learned men faw {icknefs and frenzy cured, the dead
railed, the oracles put to filence, the demons and evil
fpirits forced to confels themfelves no gods, by pere
fon: who onlvy made ule of praver and adjurations in
the name of their crucified Saviour, how could they
doubt of their Savicur’s power on the like orcafions,
as reprefented to them by the traditions of the ehurch,
and the writir gs of the evangelifis?

1V. Under this head, 1 cannot 6mit that whieh
appears to me a ftanding miracle 1n the three Arlk
centuries ; I mean, that amazing and {upernatural
courage or patience which was fhewn by innumefable
multitudes of martyrs, in thofe flow and paintul tor-
ments that were inflifted on theine 1 cannnt con-
ccive a man placed in the burning iron chair at Lyons,
smid the infults and mockerics of a crowded amphi.
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theatrey ana flill keeping s {eat; cr firetched upon
a gate of wron, over coals of ﬁrc, and breatinng our
Lis foul among the exquifite fufferings of fuch a te-
dious execption, rather than renounce his religion or
blalpheme his Saviour.  Such trials feen to me wbove
the ftrength of human nature, and able to overbear
'dut}, reafon, faith, conviflion, nay, and the muft
abfolute certainty of a future flate.  Humanity un-
aflilted in an extraordinary manuner, muft have {lha.
kew off the prefent preflure, and have delivered itfelf
out of fuch a dreadful diflrefs, by any means thas
could have been fuggefted by it,  We can ecalily ima.
!Einc, that many perfons, in fo good a caule, might
have laid down ther lives at the g-bber, the ftake, or
the block; but to expire leifurely among the moft
exnquifite torturss, whenthiey might come out of them,
even by a mnental refervazion, or an hypocerily, which
was not without a poflibility of bzing foilowed by
repentance and forgivenels, has {omething w it fo
ar beyond the force and natural firength of mortale,
that one cannot but tlnnk there was {fomz mrraculous
power to {fupport the fuflerer.

V. We find (he chureh ¢f Smyraa, in that admi-
rable letter, which gives an account of the death of
Polycarp, their beloved bifhop, mentioning the cruel
tonnents of othdr carly martyvrs tor Chrdlianity, are
of opinion that our Saviour tioed by them in a vi-
fion, and perfonalty comverfed with them, to give
;thcm (trenpth and comfort during the bitternels of.

eir long-continued ngonies : and we heve the flory
of a young man, whn, having fuflered miuny tortures,
cﬁ:..pcd with life, and to!d his fellow-Chrillians that
the pain of them bad bren rendered toleribie, by the
prclmcc of an angel who flood by hun, and "'lpcd

I
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off the tears and fweat which ran down his face whillt
he lay under his fufferings. W are affured at lealt
that the firlt martyr for Chriftianity was encourages
in his laft moments, by a vilion,of that divine per-
fon, for whom he fuffered, and into whofe prefence
he was thea hafltening.

VI. Let any man calmly lay his hand vpon his
heart, and, after reading thefle terrible conflicts n
which the ancient martyrs and confeflors were en-
gaged, when they paffed through {uch new inventions
and varicties of pain as tired their tormenters, and
af{l: himfelf, however zealous and fincere he ts in his
rcligion, whether, under {uch acute and lingering
tortures, he could (till have held faft his integrity,
and have profeffled his faith to the lalt, without a
fupernatural afliltance of fome kind or other. For
my part, when I confider that 1t was not an un-
accountable obftinaecy in a2 fingle man, or in any
particular fet of men, in fome extraordinary junture;
but that there were multitudes of each fex, of cvery
age, of different countries and conditions, who, for
near 300 years together, made this glorious confefs
fion of their faith in the midit of tortures, and 1n the
hour of death; I muft conclude, that they were
cither of another make than men are at prefent, or
that they had {uch miraculous fupports as were pee
culiar to thofe times of Ciriltianity; when without
them perhaps the very name of it might have becen
ex:inguifhed.

V1I. It is certain that the deaths and {ufferings
of the primitive Chriflians had a great f{hare in the
converfion of thofe learned Pagans who lived 1n the
ages of perfecution, which, with fome intervals and

pbatements, lalted near 300 years after our Saviour.
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Juftin Martyr, Tertullian, Laftantivs, Arnobius,
and othersy tell us, thiat this firflt of all alarmed thetr
cur ofity, roufed theirattention, and made themiferiouf=
ly 1rquilitive ito the pature of thar religion which
could endue the wind  with fo much tirength, aud
overceme the fear of death, nay, raifed an carncli
deliie of 1%, though it appeared in all its  terrors.
Thic they fourd had not been offi@el by all the
dedirines of thole philcfopers whom they irad tho-
rovghly [tudied, and who had bzea labcuring at this
great pointe  The fight of thefe dying and tormented
marty rs engaged them to fearch into the hiftory and
doéirines of b for whomn they fuffered.  I'he niore
they fearched, the more they were convinced ; till
their  convi€tion grew fo firong, they themf{elves
embraced the fame truths, and cither altually laid
down their Jives, or were alway iu readinefls to do 1t,
rather than depart from them.

SECT. VIIIL

1. The complction of our Saviour’s Propbecics
confirmed Pagans in thetr belicf oftbe gofpel.
11, Origen’s sbfervation on that of bis difciples
F being broughbt before kings and governors;
HII. On their being perfecuted for ibeir religion ;
IN. On tbeir preaching the gofpel to all nations.
Ve On the defiruciion of f}’cr:{/hlcm, and ruin of
the Feavifb €ConomMy. ,
V1. Thefe arguments frengtbened by wbat bas
bappened fince Origen’s tume.

1. HE fecond of thele exXtraordinary means, of
great ufe to thelearned and inquifitive Pagans
of the fuft three centiirics, for evincing the truth
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in forging fome of thele predictions, as that of St
Peter’s denying hiz Mafter, and all his difciples for-
{ukmng Inm 1n the greatell extremity, which reileéls

fo much lhame on the great Apoltle, and on 2all his

5
companions ! Nothing but a firiét adherence to truth,

and to mazters of fact. could have prompted the
of the hiftory cf our Saviour, was the complction of
fuch prophbecies as are tccorded of him in the evan.
gelills.  Theyv could 1ot indeed form any arguments
from what he forctold, and was fulfilled during bis
life, becaufe hoth the prophecy and the completion were
over before they were publificd by the evangelifts;
though, as Origen oblerves, what end could there be
evangelills to relate a circumftance {o difadvantageous
to their own reputation: as that fathes has well ob-
{erved. .

I1. Butto purfue his refleétions on this {ubjeft:
There are predictions of our Saviour recorded by the
evangelifts, which were not completed tll after their
deaths, and had no likelihood of being fo, when they
were pronounced by our bleffed Saviour, Such was
that wonder{ul noticehe gave them, that they fhould
be brought before governors, and kings for his fake;
for a teflimony again{t them and the Gentiles, Mats
x. 28. with the other like prophecies, by which he
fortold that Lis difciples were to be perfecuted. Is
there any other duélrine in the world, fays this fas

thery whole followers are punifhed ? Can the enemics,

of Chnft fay, that he kacw his opinions were falle
and impious, and that therefore he might well cons
je€ture and foretel what would be the treatment of
thole perfons who would embrace them ? Suppoling
his doctrines were really fuch, why [hould this bs the
confequence ¢ whare _likelihood that men fhould be

_—m***ﬂn‘_lm S e — S —
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sreught before kings and governors for opinien: and
tenets of any kind, when this never happened even to
the Lipicurcans, who abfolutely denied a providence
3 nor to the Peripatetics themnfelves, who laughed at
t the prayers and f{acrifices which were made to the
Divinity ?  Are there any but the Chriftians who,
) according to this prediélion of our Saviour, betng
| brought before kings and governors for his f{ake, are
iprefied to their lateft galp of breath, by their refpec-
jtive judges, to renounce Chniftianity, and to procure
i their Iiberty and reft, by offering the fame fucrifices,
g and taking the fame oathis that others did ¢
1 I111. Confider the time when our Saviour pro-
g nounced thofewords, Mat. x. 32. 33. Whofoever{hall
3 contefs me before men, him will I confefs alfo before
jmy Father who is in neaven: but whofoever fhall
Rdeny me before men, him will I alfo deny b:fore
fmy Father who is in heaven.?”  Had ycu heard him
{peak after this manner, when as yet s difciples
i wereunder no fuch trials, you would certamly have {aid
Rwithin yourfelty if thele fpceches of Jelus are true,
gand if, according to his prediftion, governors and
kings urdertake to ruin and dcftroy thole who fhall
protefs themfelves his difciples, we wiil belicve, not
only that he is a prophet, but that he has reccived
power from God {uffictent to preferve and propagate
his religion ; and that he would never talk in {uch a
 peranptory and difcouragiug mann.r, wereshe not
1affured that he was able to fubdue thie molt powerful
oppnfition, that could ke made againft the faith and
doctrine which he :aught.

1V. Who isnot ftsuck with admiration, when he
{cPrcfénts to himfelf our Saviour at that time fore-
Eslling', that his Gofpcl fiould be preached in all the
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woild, for a witnels unto all nitions, or, as Origen,
(wlo rathr:r quotes the [cufle than the words), to ferve
for a cnonviftion to kings, and people, when, at the
{fame time, he finds that his Gofpel has accordingly
been preached to Greeks and Barbarians. to the learn-
¢d and to the ignorant, and that there is no quality
or condition of life able to exempt men from {ubmit.
ting to the doftrine of Chrift? As for us, fays this
grcat author, in another part of his book againft Cel.
fus. ¢ When we {ec every day thofe events exacltly
accomplifhed which our Saviour foretold at fo great
a diftance that his Gofpzl is preached in atl the wnrld,j
Mar. xxive 14. that his difciples go and teach all
nations, Mat. xxviti. 19. and that thofe who have
reccived his doctrine, zre broupght for his {ake b:.
fore governors, and before kings, Mat. x. 18. w
are filled with adwiration, and our faith in him i
confirmed more and more. What clearer and ﬂmng..
er proofs can Cclfus afk for the truth of what he
prLC 323 ,
V. Origen infifts likewife with great {trength on
that wonderful predi€tion of our Saviour canccrnmg
the defiruction of Jerufalemn, pronounced at a time,;
as he obfcwcs, when there was no likelihood nor ap.
rance of 1t This has been taken notice of, and
inculcated by fo many others, that I fhall vefer you
ta what this father has faid on the fubje®t in the
&t book againft Celftise  And as to the accomplifh
ment of this remarkable prophecy, fhall only ebferve, |
that whoever reads the account oiven us by Jofephus,
without knowing his charaller, and compares 1t with’
wha: our Saviour foretald, would think the Infto'*lam
hiad been a Chriftian, and that he had nothing elfe in
view Lut o adjult the event to the preditions

“}
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VI. I cannot quit this head withour tal:ing notices
that Origen would {1l have triumphed more in the
forr:gaﬁ]g arguinenits, had he ljved an age longer, to
have feen the Reman emperors, and all their go-
veriers and provinces, fubmitting themfelves to the
Chriftian religion, and glorying in 1ts profeflion, asfo
many kings and fovereigns fhiil place thieir.relation to
Chrift at the head of their titles.

How much greater confirmation of his faith would
‘he bave received, had he feen our Saviour’s prophecy
'fland good in the deftrution of the temple, and the
Ediﬁ'olu*tion of the Jewilh aconomy, when Jews and
Pagans united 2]l their endeavours, vnder Julinn the
EHP"‘HHL‘: to baffle and fallitv the pt::iifuunf The
igreat prepzrations that were sde tor rebuilding the
emple, with the hurricane, carthquake, and cripilons,
f fiiey, that dellroyed the work, and terrificd :hofle
mployed in the attempt fiom procceding 1 1ty are
clated by many hiftorians of the {ame age, and zhe
ubftance of the flory teftified both by Pagan and
cwith writers, as Ammianus MNarccdlinus, and Za-
iath-David.  Tne learned Chryfoftome, 1n a fermon
gainft the Jews, tells them; this fuct was then freth
n the memorices even of their young men; that it hap-
ened but twenty years ago, and that it was attelted
y all the inhabitants of Jerufelen, where they might
il fee the muarks of it 1 the rubbilli of that work,
ram which the Jews delilted 1 fo great a tright, and
vhich even Julian bad not the courage to carry on.
hisfaé}, whichiisio it{elf fo miraculous,and foindi{pu-
able, brought over many of the Jews to Chriftianity,
nd flrows us, that after cur Saviour’s prophecy againft
t, the temple could not be preferved trom the plough
afling over it by all the care of Titus, who would

L
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fain have prevented its deftruftion, and that inflead
of being re-cdificd by Julian, all his endeavours to-
wards 1t did but [hilimore literally accomplifh ouwr
Saviour’s predition, that not one ftone fhould be left
upon another.

The ancient Chrifltians were {o entirely pcrfuadcd
of the force of our Saviour’s prophecies, and of the
puntfhment which the Jews had drawn upon them-
felves and vpon their children, for the treatment which
the Mefliah had reccived at their hands, that they did
not doubr but they would always remain an aban-
doned and defpifed people, an hifing and an aftonifh-
ment, among the nationsy as they are to this day. In
fhort that they had loft their peculiarity of being
God’s people, which was now transierred to the body
of Cluifhians, and which preferved the church of Chrilk
among all the conflils, ditheulties, and perfecutions,
in which 1t was engaged, as it had preferved the Jewilh
government and c:conomy for fo many ages, whillt
1t had the fame truth and viwal prinaple a it, pot-
withflanding 1t was fo frequently in dangcr of being
utterly abolithed and deftroyed.  Origen, in his fourth
book againit Celfus, mentioning thewr being calt out
of Jerufalem, the place to whieh their worfhip was
annexed, deprived of their temple and facrifice, therr
religious rites and f{olemnities, and feattered over the
face of the earth, ventures to afliure themn, with a face
of confidence, that they would never be re-cftablifhed
fincc they had comimitted that horrid crime againft
tlhie Saviour of the world. This was a bold affertion in
the good man, who knew how this people had been fo
wonderfully re-eftablifhed in former times, when they
were almolt fivallowed up, and 1 the moit defperate]
ftate of dcfolation, as in their Celiveiance out of the
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Babylonifh captivity, and the oppreflors of Antiochus
Epiphanes.  Nay, he knew thaty, withia lefs than an
hundred years beiore his own time. the Jews had made
fuch 2 powerful effort for their re eft blifhn.ent under.
Barchocao, 1n the reign of Adrinn, as fhook the whole
Roman cmpire. Bu: he founded his epmion on 2
fure word of propliecy, and on the punifhiment they
had {o juilly incurred ; and we find by a lang experi-
ence of 1500 years, that he was nor miltaken, nay,
that his opinion gathers {lrength daily, fince the Jews
are row at a greater diftance from any probability of

'fuch a re-citablifhment than they were when Origen
WIlOlC.

SECT. IX.

I. Tbhe lives of prin:frf-vc Chriftians anstker
means of bringing lcarned Pagans into their
religion.

Il. The change and reformatisn oftbheir mannerse

111. This looked upon as fupernarural by the
learned Pagans.

IV. And firengthened the acconnts given of our
Sauiour’s life and bifiory. .
V. The Fewifp propbefics of ons Savicur &n ar-

gument for the Heatbens belicf :

{. Purfued:

II. Purfucd. .

’I"" HER E was one other means enjoyed by the .
learned Pagans of the three ficlt centuries, for
atisfying them in the truth of our Saviour’s hiftory -
vhigch I might have flung under one of the foregoing
ieads s but as 1t is fo fhining a particular, and does
o much honour to our religion, I fhall make a dif-

iiiz:..‘l article of it, and only confider it with regard te
1. 2
I .
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tihe fubjet 1am upnn : 1 mean <he lives and manners
of thoic holy men who believed in Chrift during the
firli ages of Chrifuanity. 1 fhould be thought to ad-
varce a p'”‘ac,u.., fhould I affirm that there were more
Chriiuians in the world duning thofe times of perfecu-
tion than there are at prefent 1n thele which we call
the flecurifbing times of Chriflianity. DBut this will
be tourd an indiipuzable truth, if we form our calcu-
Iation upon the opinions which prevailed in thofe days,
that every cne who lives in the habitunl pradtife of
anv voluntary fin actually cuts nmfelf oft from tiie
henefits and profefiicn of Chriftianity, and whatever
he may call himlelf, 1s in reality no Chriftian, nor
ought to be cficcmead as fuch.

II In the timic we are now {urveying, the Chiriftian
rehigion fhowed its full force and efncacy on the minds
cof mwn, and by mmany examples demonfirated what
great and gencrous foulsit was capable of producing.
It exalted and relined its profilytes to a very high
degree of perfeflion, and {et them far above the plea-
furces, and cven the pans, of this Iife. It firenpgthens
ed the infirmity, and broke the ficrcenels of hunan
nature. It lifted up the minds of the ignorant to the
knowledge aud worfhip of him that inade them,
and nipired the vicious with a rational devotion, a
{ftrict purity of heurt, and an unbounded love to their
fellow-creatures.  In proportion as it {pread through
the world 1t {fecmzd to chuange mankind into another
fpecies of beings. No fooner was a convert initiated
into 1ty buty by an eafy fizure, he became 2 new man,
and both adtud and looked upon himfelf as onc rege-
nerated and born a {econd time into nnnthcr ftate of

exiftence. -
111, It is not my bufinels to be more particular in
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the accounts of primitive Chriftianity which Lave bren
exhibized fo well by others, but ratiier to eblerve, thas
the Pagan cooveris, of whont I am now ipzaiirg,
mention this greut retormation of thofe who hud bren
the greateit inners, with that fudden and furpriting
change which 1t made in the lives of the moll pro-
fligatey, as having fomething in it {upernatural, mira-
cuious, ard more than humane  Origen reprefents this
power 1n the Chriftian religion, as no lefs wonderiul
than that of curing the lame and blind, or cleanfing
the lepere Many others reprefents it in the fams
hight, and looked upon it as an argument, that there
was a certain divinity in that religion which fhowed
wlelf in fuch ftrange and glorious cffects.

1V. This thererore was a great mecans not only of
recommedding Chriftianity to henelt and learned Hea-
thens, but of confirming them in the behiet of our
Saviour's hiftory, when they {aw multitudes of virtu-
ous meca daily forming thaniclves upon his example,
antmated by lis precepts, and aftuated by that Spirie
which he had promifed to fend among his difciples.

V. But I find no argument madec a flronger 1m-
preflion on the minds of thefe eminent Pagan conver:s,
for trengthing their faith in the hiflory of our Saviour,
than the prediftions relating to him in thofe old pre-
phenic writings, which were depolited among the
hands of the greateft cuemies to Chriftianizy, and
owned by them to have brzen extant many ages before
his appearance.  The lcarned Heathen converts were
aftanifhed to icc the whole Inftory of their Sagour’s
life publified before he was born, and te find that the
evangelilts and prophets, in their accounts of the Mef-
fiah, differed only in point of timc; the one foretelling
what fbould happen to bin, and the other deferibing

. Es
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thofz very particulars as what had a&pally happened.
This our Saviour himfeld was plezied to make ufe of
as the iwongell argunent of his being the promifed
Mefiiabi and wathiens 1o v eonld hardly have reconciled
hie ¢itaiples to the 1gnominy of lns death, as in that
remarkable puffage which mentions hie converfation
with the two cifaples op the day of his reiurreétion,
Ste Lulke xxive 13, to the end.

VIi. The Heathen converts, after having travelled
through all bun:an leariing, and fortified their minds
with the knouwledpge of arts ard feciences, were parti-
cularly qualified to exannne thefe prophecices with great
care and mmpartiabity, and withou: prejudice or pre-
pofluflion. If the Jews, cn the one fige. put an unna-
turzal interpretaticn.-on thefe prephecies, 1o cvace the
force of tl.em in their controverfies witl, the Chrift-
1ans ; or if the Chriftians, on the other fide, cver-firain-
ed feveral pafluges in their applicatiens of them, as 1t
often happens among men of the belt underflanding,
when their minds are huated with any conflideration
that bears a2 1ivore than trdinnr}' we:ght with it ; the
learned Heathens nray be looked upon as neuters in
the natter, when all thefc prﬂpl*rﬁts were new to
them, and t! cir «ducation had lelt the interpretation
of tivm free and indifferent.  Befides, thele learned
snen among the primitive Chriftians, knew how the
Jews, who had preceded onr Saviour. interpreted thefe
prediclicas, and the feveral marks by which they ac-
Linow ledged the Mefliah would b¢ difcovered. and how
thofe of the Jewifh doQors, who fucceeded him, had
deviated from the interpretations and doétrines of their
forctarbers, on purpefe to ftifie their own conviction,

V1l. Vhis fet of arguments had therefore an in-
vincible force with thofe Pagan philofophers who bge
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came Chriftians, as we find in moft of their avritings.
They couldinot difbelieve our Saviour’s hiftory, which
fo exactly agreed with every thing that had "been
written of him many ages betore his birth, nor doubs
of thofe circumliiances being fulfilled in bhun, which
could not be true of any perfon that Jived in the world
befides himfelf.  This wiought the greatelt confuhion
in the unbelicving Jews, and the gicatelt convicuion
in the Gentiles, whe every where fpeak with aftonifhe
ment of thefe truths they mer with n this new wa-
gazinc of laarning which was opened to them, and
curry the point fu far as to think whatever cncclient
doctrine they had met with among Pagan writers had
been {lole from their cunverfation with the Jews, or
from the perufal of thefe writings which they had 1n

their cultody,

. ADDITIONAL
DISCOURSES
SECT. L

-y

Of God, and bis Attributes.

Oui mare et terras variifgue mundum
Temperat beris ;
Unde n1l majus generatur 1pfo,
Nec viget quicquam fimile ant fecundu.
Hor. Od. 12. Lib. 1. V. 15,

Who guides below, and rules above,
The gicat Difpofer and the nligllt}’ RKing:
Than he none greater, next him none,
That can be, 1s or was;
Supreme he {ingly fills the throne. CREECH,

IMONIDES, being afked by Dionyfius the ty-
rant what God was, defired a day’s time to con-
E 4

.
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fider of it betore he made his reply.  When the day
was expired, he delired two d'ns and afteruvards
in flead of returning his anfwer, dEI nanded fRil) cdouble
time to conbider of it This great poet and philofo.
phery the more hie contemplated the nature of the
Deity, found that he waded but the more ous of his
depth ; znd that he loft himfelf in the thoughr, in-
Atead of finding an end of it.

I we confider the idea wlhich wife men, by the
ligh: of reafon, lLave framed of the Divine Being, 1t
amounts to this: that he has m him all the perfec-
tion of a fpiritusl nature; and fince we have no no-
tionn of anv kind of Fplrltn:ﬂ p:rfc&mn but what we
difcover in our own fuuls, we Jom infnitude to each
-kind ef thefe perfeftions, and what is a faculty, in
an human {oul, becomes an artribute 1n God. We
exifl in place and tine, the Divine Being fills the
immenfity of fpace with his prefence, and 1nhabits
cternity. Ve are pollefled of a little power and a
Iittle knowledge, the Divine Being is alinighty and
omnifcient.  In fhort, by adding infinity to any
kind of perfedtign we enjoy, and by jomming all thefe
different kinds of perfections in one betng, we form
our idea of the great Sovereign of nature.

Though every one who thinks muft have made
this obfervation, 1 fhall produce Mr. Locle’s autho-
rity to the {ame purpole, out of Ins Effay on human
undcrﬂanqu.. ¢ 1t we examine the tdea we have of
the incomprehenfible Supreme Being, we fhall find,
th=t we come by it the fame way; and that the |
complex ideas we have both of God and feparate
fpirits, are made up of the fimple ideas we reccive from i
reflection : w. go from having what we experiment §
in ourfclves, pot the 1deas of exiftence and duration,
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of knowledge and power,y of pleafure and happinefs,
and of {everal other qualities and powers, which iz 15
better to have, than to be withour ; when we would
frame an idea the moflt {uitable we can to the Su-
preme Being, we enlarge every one of thele with our
idea of infinizy ; and fo, puctting them together, make
our cmnplc » idea of God.”’

£ 1s not Impomu]c that there may be many . ands
of fpirituzl perfection, befides thofe v hich are lodged
in an human foul ; but it 15 impof{hible that we {hould
have 1deas of any kinds of perfection, excent thole
of which we have tome {finall rays and thort unper-
feet firokes in ourfelves. Iz would be therefore a
very high preftinntion ta determine wiether the Su-
preme B:u.g hoe not many more cttributes than thole
which enter nto our conceptions of him. This is
certnin, that it their be any kiad ot fpiritual perfees
tion which 1= nor marked out m an human {Lul, it
belenge, in 1ts fulnels, to the Divine Nature,

Szveral eminent philofophers have imagined that
the foul, 1 her 1cp'1r:1..c {tate, m2y have new facul-
ties Ij:.-rmgmg up in her, wiiceh fhe 15 not capable of
cnening uuru.;; her prefent umon with the bodyv;
and  whezher thefe  faculties mav not correfpond
with cther attributes in the Divine Nature, and onen
te us fercafier new matter of wonder and adorat :.,n,
Ve are nltegether 1gnorant. This, 25 T Liave {aid be-
fore, we ought to acquicfee 1n, that the fovercign
Licinegy the great Authior of nature, has_in hnn all
putfiie pericetion, as well 10 Lind as in degree; to
veak accor ling to our mcthods of conceiving. 1
fhall only add under this head, that when we have

raiied our notion of this ﬁm..: B..mg as highas 1213
puﬂ Ulc for themind cf manto goy 1z w i1 fall infinizes

s
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Iy fhort of what he really 1s, ‘Therets no end of
!ns greatuels ; the molt exaited creatme he has made,
15 only capable of adorning 11, none bur himfelf can
Coniprehend it,

“lhe advice of the fon of Sirach is very juft and
{fublunc in this bight, < By his word all things cons-
Dite We may {peak much, and yet come fhort:
whercfore 1 fum, he js 1il.  How fhall we be 'able
to magnity hun ¢ For he 1s great above all his works,
The Lora s ternibie and very great ; and marvellous
I his powere  \When you glority the Lord, exalt
him as much as you can; for even yet will he far
exceed.  And, when you exalt himy put forth all
your ﬁrcngth, and bec not Weary for you ¢an never
go far enough. W ho hath feen him, that he might
teli us? and who can magmify himas he is? There
are yet lud greater thtngs than thelc be, for we have
feenn but a tew of his works.”

I have heic only confidered the Supreme Being by
thelightof realon and philofophy. It wewould fechun
i all the wonders of his merey, we muft have re-
courfe to revelation, whicp reprelents him to us. not
only as mfinitely great and glorious, but as infinite-
ly good and jult 4u s anﬁ:rniiniuns towards men,
But as this 1s a theory which tatls under every ones
confideration, thougiy indeed 1t can never be {uflicient.
ly conlidered, 1 {hall here only take potice of that
habitual worilnp and veneration which we ought to
pay to this alnligh-ty Being. Ve fhould often retrefh
our miuds with the thought of hin, and annihilate
ourfelves hefore him in the contemplation of our own
worthiellnels, and of Jus tranfcendent excellency and
perfeétion.  1'his would imprint in our mi_nds fuch a
conflant and uninterrupted awe and veperation as thag
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which I am here recommending, and which is in rea-
lity a kind of mceflunt prayer, and reafonabie humi-
liation ot the {oul before him who made it,

This would c¢ffetually kill in us all the httle {eeds
of pride, vanity, and [clf-conceir, which are apt to
fhoot up in the minds of fuch whote thoughts turn
more on thole comparative advantages which they cn-
joy over fome ot their icllow-creatures, than on that
infinite diftance which 1s piaced between them.and the
fupreme model of all perfeélion, It would likewife
yuicken our defires and endeavours of uniting ourfelves
1o hiin Ly all the acts of religion and virtue.

Such an habitual homage to the {upreme Being
would, in a particular manrner, bauilb trom among us
that prevailing nupiety of uling hisname on the molt
trivial oceafions.

I find the following paflage 1n an excellent fermon,
preached at the funeral of a gentleman, whe was an
honour to his count 'y, and a more diligent as well
as fuccefzful inquirer mzo the works of nature than any
other our nativn has ever produced, ¢ He had the
profoundeft vencration for :the great God of heaven
atid carth that I;have ever obflerved w any perfon.
The very name cf God was never mentioned by him
without a pzufe, and a vihible ftop in his difcourfe ;
in which, oxe that knew him moft particularly abave
twenty years, has told me, that he was {fo exact, that
e docs not remember to have obfarved him once to
fal 1y at.”? |

Lvery. one knows the veneration which was paid
by the Jews to a name {o great, wonderful,and holy.
TLey would not et it enter even into their religious
difcourfes. What can we then think of thole whe
make ufs of fo tremendous a name in the ordinary ex.

26
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preflions of tbeir anger, mirth, and molt impertinent
paflions 7 of thofle who zdmit it into the moft familiar
ouciticns and affertons, ludicrous phrafes, and works
of Lumour? not to mention thole who violate 1t by
{olemnn perjuricse 1t would be an affront to reafon
to (n.leaveur to fet forth the horror and profanenefs
of {fuc a practice.  1he very mention of it expoles
it {ufliciently to thofe .in whorn the light of nacture,
not to fav rchigion, 15 not uttarly extinguithed. O

e Dettsn nanique ire per cuiiies
Terrafgiee, traflafque snarisy calmque prefusidus,
Virg. George 4. ver, 221,

For God the whale created mafs mfpires ;
Through beaven, and earth, and ocean’s depths he

His miacnce round, and kindles as he goes. (throws
Dy pex.

T WAS yeflterdav about {un-fet, walking in the open
= field. uill the night infenfibly fell upon me, 1 at
firft amufed wmvfelt with all the richnefs and varkey
of colours v hich appeared in the wellern part of hea-
‘en: i proportion as they faded away and went out,
feveral flars and planets appeared one after another,
il the whole firmament was in a glow.,  T'hie blue-
nefs ot the @ther was excredirgly. heightened and
enhiveired by the feafon of tiie vear, and by the rays,
of all tl:ofc luminaries that pafled through it.  The
Galaxy appeared 12 1ts molt beautiful white. To
complete the {cene, the full moon rof: at length in
that clouded majefly, which Milton tukes notice of,
aod opencd to the eye a new pifture of nature, which
was more finely lhaded and difpoled among fofter light
than that which the {un had before difcyvored to s,
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As I was {urveying the moon walking in her
brightnef$, and taking her progrels among the con-
ftellations, a thought rofe in me, which I belicve very
often perplexes and difturbs men of ferious and con-
templative natures.  David bim{elf fell into it in that
sefletion: ¢ When I confider thy heavens, the
work of thy fingers, the moon and the flars which
thou haft ordained, what is man, that thou art mind-
ful of him ? and the fon of man, that thou wvilitelt
him 2’7 In the {ame manner, when I confidered that
infimite hoft of flars, ory to {peak more philofophi-
cally, of funs, wlich were then fhining upon me,
with thole innumerable fets of planets or worlds
which were mosving round their refpective funs: when
11ti1 enlarged the idea, and fuvpofed another heaven
of funs and worlds rifing {iil) above this which we
difcovered, and thefe {till enlightiened by a fuperior
firmament of luminaries, which are planted at {o great
& diltance, that they may appear to the inhabitants
of the former as the ftars do to us: in fhort, while
I purfued this thought, 1 could noz buz reflect on that
hiztle inhignificant figure which I mnylell bore amidft
the nnmenflity of God’s works.

Were the fun, winch cenlightens this part of the
creation, with all the boft of the planctary worlds that
move about him, utterly extungnifbed and annihilated,
they would not be miffed more than a grain of fand
upon the {eaethore., T'he {pace they poflefs is {o ex-
ceedingly little in comparifon of the whole, that 1t
would fcarce make a blank in the creation. The
chafin would be imperceptible to any eye that counld
take in the whole compals of nature, and pafs from

onc cnd of the creation to the other; as it is poflible
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there may be fuch a fenfe in ourfelves hereafter, orin
creatures which are at prefent more eaatted than ours
{clves. Weleemany llars, by the help of glafles, which
we not difcover with our nuked eyes: ana the finer our
telelcopes are, the more fhli are eur dilcovesics.
Huygenus carries this thought fo far, that he does
not think it impoflible there may be ftars whofe ight
has not yet wravelled down to us lince their hrlt
creation. Therc is no queltion but the umiveric hasg
cert2in bounds fet to it: but when we confider that
1t 1s the work of infinite power, prompted by infimte
goodnels, with an jnfinite tpace to exert itfelt in, how
can our imaginzation fet any bounds to it!

T'o return therefore to my firlt thought, 1 could
not tut Jock upon mylelf with feccre: horror, as a
bring th:at was not worth the fmaljcit regard ot one
who had iu great a work vnder Lis care and {upern-
tencency. 1 was afraid of being overlcoked amidii
the timmenfity of nature, and loft among that infinite
variety of creatures, which, in all probability, iwanmns
through all thefe tmincalurable regions of matter,

In order to recover mylclf from this morutying
thought, 1 confidered that 1t took its rife trom thole
parrow concepiions which we are apt to entertan of
the divine nature.,  VVe ourlelves cannot astend to
many dificrent objects at the fame time, 1t we are
caretul to infpeét fome things, we mufl of courle
neglect others,  This imperfection which we obferve
it ourlelves is an inperfe@ion that cleaves in fonig
degree to creatures of the higheft capacities, as they
are creatures, that is, beings of finitc and himited na«
tures,  The prefence of every created being 1s con-
fingd to a certain meafure of ipace, and conlequently
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his obfervation is flinted to a certain number of objeis,
The {phere in which we move, and act, and under-
{tand, i1s of 2 wider circumference to one creature
than another, according as we rife one above another
in the fcale of exiftence, Buot the widelt of thefe our
fuheres has fts circumference.  VVhen therefore we
refle an the divine nature, we are fo ufed and ac-
cuilomed to this impericélion in ourfelves, that we
cannot forbear, in {fume meafure, aferibtng it to him
in whomn there is no fhadow of imperfeQion. OQOur
reafon 1naeed affures ws, that bhis attributes are infie
nite; but the poornefs of cur conceprions s fuch that
it cannot forbear fetting bournds to every thing 1t
contemplates, till our reafon ceines zgain to our {uc-
- cour, and t=rows down all thofe little prejudices which
" rife tn us unawarces, and are natural to the mind of
man.

We fhall therefore utterly extinguifh this melany
choly thought of our being overlooked by our Maker
in the moltiplicity of his works, and the infinity of
thofe objcéts among which he feemns to be inceflantly
eimpleyed, if we conlider, 1n the firlt pluce, that hicas
omniprefent: and, in the fecand, that he is omnifcient.

1f we confider hium in his ommprelence, his being
pafles through, actuates and fupports the whole frame
of nature. His creation, and every part ot it, 1s full
of him. There is nothing he has made that is cither
fo diftant, {fo little, or {o inconfiderabie, which he docs
uot ei{lentially nhabite  His fubflance is within the
fubfiance of every being, whether material or immae
terial, and as intimately prefent to it as that being 18
to itfelf. It would be an mmperfeétion m him, were
he able to remove out. of one place to anothery.or

te withdraw himfclf from auy thing he has created,

|
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or from any part of that fpace which 1s diffufed and
fpread abroad to infinity. In fhort, to (peak of bim
in the language of the old pkilofopher, he is a bzing
whofe centre i1s every where and his circumference no
where,

In the fecond place, he s omnifcient as well as
omniprefent. His omnifcience indecd neceflarily and
naturally flows from his omniprefence; he cannot but
but be confcious of every motion that arifes in the
whole material world, which he thus eflennially  per-
Tadcs, and of every thought that 1s fhrring 1n the
mitelle@ual worid, to cvery part of which he 1s thus
e imately um:cd. Sceveral moralifts have confidered

the creation as the temple of God, which ke has buils
vith his own hands, and which s filled with his pre-
fence.  Others have confidered nfinize {pace as the
rcceptacle, or rather the habitation of the Almizhiy.
But the noblelt and moft exalied way of confidaing
this infinite fpace, is that of Sir lazec Newrtoan, who
calls 1t the cenforium of the Godliead.  Bruze: and
men have their {enforiola, or hitdde ivaforivms by which
they zpprehend the prc{'-'ncr.', cud pereerve thic adtinons
of a few nhjccrs that lie contiguous to them.  I'heir
knowledge and obflervation turns within a verry nar-
row cnrlc. But as God Almighty cannot bur DeT-
ccive and know cvery thing in which be refides, infi-
nite fpace gives room to mfimte knowledge, and |
as 1t were an organ to cmnilcience.

Were the foul feparate fromn the body, and with
onc glance of thought (hould ftart bevond the bounds
of the creation, thould it for millions of Veurs cons
tinue its pmgrcrs through infinite {puce with the fame
ﬂﬁ!ﬂty, it would till find itlelf within the embrace
of 125 Creator, and encempalfled round with the in.
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menfity of the Gedhead.  While we are in the body,
hie 13 not lefs prefent with us becaufe he is'concealed
fromus. ¢ O that I knew where I might find him !’
fays Job. ¢ DBchold, 1 go forward, but he is not
there; and backward, but I cannot perczive him; en
the left hand, where he doos work, bur I cannot be-
hold him; he hideth himfelf on the right hand that I
cannot fee him.”’ In fthor:, reafon, as well zsrevelza-
tion, aflures us that he cannot be ablent from us note
withftanding he is undifcovered by us.

In this confideration of God Almighty’s omnipre-
{ence and omnilcience, every uncomfortable thonght
vanifhes. He cannot but regard every thing that
has being, clpecially fuch of his creatures who fear
they are not regarded by him. He is privy to all
their thoughts, and to that anxiety of heart in par-
ticulary which i1s apt to trouble them on this occaflion:
for as it is impofliblgshe fhould overlook any of his
creatures, fo we may be confident that he regards,
with an eye of mercy, thole who endeavour to re-
commend themfelves to liis notice, and, in an unfeign-
ed huinility of haart, think themf{elves unworthy that

he {hould bz mindtul of them.

Celum quid querimus wltrad Luc. Lib. ix.
Then heav’n what further czn we feck ?

IN your paper of Friday the gth inftant you had
occafion to confider the ubiquity of the Godhead,
and at the fame time to fhew, that as he is prefent
to cvery thing, he cannot but be attentive to every
thing, and privy to all the miodes and parts of 1:s
exiftence 3 or, in other words, that his omnifcience
and omniprefence are co-cxiftent, and run together
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through the whole infinitude of fpace. This confi-
deration might furnifh us with many Incentives to
devotion, and motives to morality ; but as this {ub-
ject has been handled by feveral excellent writers,
I thall confider 1t ina light wherein I have not fcen
1t placed by others.

Firf}, Fow difconfolate is the condition of an
intellectual being, who is thus prefent with his Ma.
l:er, but at the famme tune receives no extraordinary
benefit or advantage from this his prefence !

Secondly, How deplorable is the condition of an
intellectual being, who feels no other cffects from this
his prefence but {fuch as proceed from divine wrath
and indignation !

Thirdly, How happy 13 the condition of that
intellectual being, who 1s {enfible of his Maker’s pre-
fence from the fecret cfiects of his mercy and loving-
Lindnefs! |

Firft, How difconfolate is the condition of an in.
tellectual being who is thus prefent with his Maker,
but at the fame time reccives no extraordinary benes
fit or advantage fronm this his prefonce? Every par-
ticle of matter is actuated by this almighty being
which pafles through it,  The heavens and the carth,
the ftars and planets, move and gravitate by virtue
of this great principle within them. All the dead
parts of nature zre invigorated by the prefence of
their Creator, and made capable of excrting their
refpelive qualiticss  The {everal inftinds in the
brute creation, do likewife operate and work towards
the {everal ends which are agrecable to them by this
divine cnergy- Manouly, whodoesnotco-operatewith
this Holy Spirit, and is unattentive to his prefence,

receives none of thofe advantages from i, which are
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perfpective of his nature, and neceffary to his well-be-
mg. Thedivunity is with him, and in him, and
cvery where absut him, but of no advantage to himn.
It is the fame thing to 2 man without religion, as if
there were ne Goa in the world., It is indeed mm-
puflible for an infinite being to remove himfelf from
any «f his creatures, but though he cannot withdraw
his effence from us which would argue an imperfec-
tion in him, he can withdraw from us all the joys
and confolations of 1t.  His prefence may perbaps
be ncceflary to fupport usin our exiftence but he may
leave this our exiftence to itfelf, with regard to 1ts
happinels ormifery. For, in this fenfe he may caft
us away from his prefence, and take his Holy Spirit
from us., Tins fingle confideration one would think
{fufficient to make us open our hearts to, all thofc in-
fufions of joy and gladuefs which are fo near at hand,
| and ready to be poured in vporn us; efpecially when
" we conlider, fecondly, The deplorable condition ef
of an intcllectual being who feels no other effcéls
from his Maker’s prefence, but fuch as proceed from
divine wrath and indignation !

We may afiure ourfelves, that the great Auther
of naturc will not always ke as one, who is indiffc-
rent to any of his creatures. Thofe whe will not
fecel him in bis love, will be fure at length to feel
him in his difpleafure. Apd how dreadiu] 1s the
condition of that creature, who is only fenfible of the
being of bis Creator, by what be fuffers from lim !
He is as eflentially prefent in bell as in heaven, but
the inhabitants of thofe accurfed places behold him
only in his wrath, and fhrink within the flames ta
veonceal themfelves from him, It isnot in the powey
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of imagination to conceive the fearful effets of om-
nipotence incenfed,

But I fhall only confider the wretchednels of an
inteile¢tual being, who, in this Iife, lies under the
difpleafure of him, that, at all times, and in 21l places,
is intimately united with him. Heis able to dif-
quict the fonl, and vex it in all izs facuities. He can
hinder any of the greatelt comforts eof life from re-
frefhing us, and give an cdge to cvery one of its
{lightelt calamities, Who then can bear the thought
of being an out-caft from his prefence, that 1s, frowm
the comforts of it, or fecling it only in its terrors?
How pathetic is that expoltulation of Job, when, for
the trial of his patience, he was made to look upen
himfelf in this deplorable condition! ¢ Why halt
thou fet me as a mark againfl thee, fo that I am
become a burden to myfelf i’ But, tdirdly, how
happy is the condition of that intellecinal being, wha
15 fenfible of his Maker’s prefence from the fecret cf-
fccts of his mercy and loving-kindnefs !

The bleffed in heaven behold him face to face ; that
1s, are as fenfible of his prefence as we are of the
prefence of any perfon whom we look upon with
our eyes. There is doubtlefs a faculty in {pirits by
which they appreherd one another, as our fenfes do
material objeéts and there is no queltion but our
fouls, when they are difembodicd or placed in glori-
fied bodies, will, by this faculty in whatever part of
fpace thcy refide, be always fenfible of the divine
prefence.  'We who have this veil of flefh ftanding
between us and the world of fpirits, muft be content
to know that the Spirit of God is prefent with us,
by the effe@s which he produceth in us. Qur ont-
ward f{enfes are too grofs to apprehend him ; we may
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however talte and fec how gracious he is, by his in-
fluence uvpon our ininds, by thofe virtuous thoughts
which heawakensinus, by thofe fecret comforts and re-
frefhments which he conveys into our fouls, and by
thofe ravifbhing joys and inward fatisfaétions, which
are perpetually ipringing up, and diffuling themnlelves
among all the thoughts of gocd men. He is lodged
in our tvery cflence, and is as 2 foul within the {oul,
to irradiate niis underfltanding, to redify s will
purify itspaffions, and enliven zll the powers of man.
How bhappy therefore 15 an intelledtual being, who,
by prayer 2nd meditation, by virtue aud good works,
opene this cemmunication between God and his own
foul ! Though the whole creation frowns upen him,
and all nature looks black upon bim, he has his hght
and {upport within him, that are able to chicer his
mind 2nd bear him up in the midft of all thefe hor-
rors which mcompafls him. Ile knowsthat his helper
1s at hand, and 1s always nearer to him than any
thing elle can be, which is capable of annoying or
territying hime  In the midlt of czlumny or con-
tempt, he attends to that being who whifpers better
tlungs within his {oul, and wnom he looks upon as
his defender, his glory and the lifter up of his head.
In his decpeft folitnde and retirement, he koows that
he 1s in company with the greatelt of beings; and
perceives within himfelf fuch real fen{ations of his
prefence, as are miore delightiul  than any thing that
can be met with in the converfazion of bhis creatures.
Even in the hour of death he confiders the pains of
his diffolution to be nothing elfec but the breaking
down of that partition, which ftands betwixt his

foul, and the light of that being, who isalways pree
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fent with him, and is about to manifelt itfelf to him
in fulnefs of joy.

1f we would be thus happy, and thus fenfible of
our Maker’s prefence from the fecret cffedts of his
mercy anrd goodnefs, we mult keep fuch a watch over
all our thoughts, that, in the language of the Scrip-
ture, his foul may have pleafure in uss  We muft
take care rot to grieve his Holy Spirit, and endea-
vour to make the meditations of our hearts always
acceptable in his fight, that he may delight thus to
refide and dwell in us. The light of nature could
dire&t Seneca to this def@rine in a very remarkable
paflage among his epifties; Sccer inefl in nolis
fpiritus boncrum malorumque cuftos, et ohferva-
tor, ¢t quemadmodum nos silum tradlamus, ita
¢t ille nos. ¢ There is a holy {pirit reliding in us,
who watches and obferves both good and evil men,
and will treat us after the {ame manner that we treat
him.?? But I (hall conclude this difcourfe with thofe
more emphatical avords in divine revelation, ¢ If a
man love me ; he will keep iny words, and my Fa-
ther will love him, and we will come unto him, and
make our abode with him.”?

S: werbo audacia detur,
Non mctuam magn: dixifle palatia cocli.

Ov, Me:. Lib, I. Ver. 175,

This place, the brighteft manfion of the sky.
Y’]l call the palace of the Deity, IDrRYDEN.

SiR,
I Configered in nmiy two Ialt letters that awful and
tremendous {ubjedt, the ubiquity or omniprefence
of the divine Being. I have fiewn that he iz equally
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prefent in all places throughout the whole extent ot
infinite {pace.  This dotrine is fo agreeable to reafon,
that we meet with 1t in the writings of the enlighten-
cd Heathens, as I might fhow at large, were it not
alrcady done by other hands. Buot though the Deity
be thus cflontially prefent through allfthe immenfity
of {pace, there is onc part of it in which he dilcovers
himfelf in a2 moft tranfcendent and vifible glory. This
is that place which is marked out in feripture under
the different appellations of paradife, the third heaven,
che throne of God, and the habitation of his glorya
It is here where the glorified bedy of our Saviour
refides, and where all the celeftial hierarchies and the
innumerable hoft of angelsare reprefented as perpetu-
ally furrounding the feat of God with hallelujahs and
hymns of praife.  This is that prefence of God which
fome of the divines call his glorious and others his
majefltic-prefence.  He is indeed as eflentially prefent
in all other places asin this; but 1t 1s here where be
refides in a fenfible magnificence, and in the midft of
thofe fplendors which can affe€t the 1magination of
created beings.

It is very remarkable that this opinion of God
Almighty’s prefence in heaven, whether difcovered by
the light of nature, or by a general tradition from
our firft parents, prevails amnong all the nations of the
world, whatfoever different notions they entertain of
the Godhead. 1f you look into Homer, that is the
molt ancient of the Greek writers, you {ee the {upreme
power feated in the heavens, and encompafied with
inferior deitics, among whom the mules are reprefen-
ted as f{inging inceflantly about his throne. Who
does not fee here the main {trokes and outlines of this
great truth we are fpeaking of? ‘1 he fame doélrine
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is fhadowed out in many other Heathen ﬁuthcrs,
though at the fame time, like feveral other revealed
truths, dafhed and adulterated withamixture of fables
and human inventions.  But, to pafs over the notions
of the Grecks and Romans, thole more enlightened
parts of the pagan world, we find there is {carce a
pcople ameng the late difcovered nations who are not
trained up 1n an opinion that heaven is the habitation
of the divinity whom they worlhip.

As in Svlomon’s temple there was the fandltum
fanciorum, in which a vifible glory appeared among
the figures of the cherubims, and into which none
but the High-prieft himfclf was permitted to enter,
after having made an atonement for the {ins of the
pzople; {o, if we confider the whole creation as one
great temple, there 1s in 1t this holv of holies, nto
which the High-prieflt of our falvation entered, and
took- s place among angels and archanpels, after
having made a propitiation for the fins of mankind.

With how much fkill muft the throne of God be
ereCted?  With what glorious defigns 1s that habita-
tton beautified, which 1s contrived and buils by him
whe infpired Hiram with wildom? Flow great mauft
be the majefty of that place, where the whole art
of creation has been employed, and where God has
chofen to thew himfelf in the moft magnificent 1man-
ner? What multbe tl-e archite@ure of infinite power
under the dire@ion of infinite wifdom? A {pirit can-
not be but tranfported after an ineffable manner with
the fight of thofe objects, which were made to affzct
bim by that Being who knows the inward trame of
a {oul, and how to pleafe and ravith it 1n all its molt
fecerert powers and faculties. It is to ‘this majeftic

prelence of God we imay apply thofe b:::utifullc:{pr:l‘:.
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ftons in holy writ; ¢ Bchold! even to the moon, and
it fhineth not: yea, the ftars arc not pure in his
fight.”> The light of the fun, and all the glories of
the world in which we live, are but as weak and fickly
glimmerings, or rather darknefs itfelf, in comparifon
of thofe {plendors which encompafs the throne of Gad.

As the glory of this place is tranfcendant beyond
imagination, {o probably is the extent of it.  There
15 light behind light, and glory within glory. How
far that fpace may reach, in which God thus z2ppears
in perfect smajefty, we cannot poffibly conceive.
Though it is not infinite, it may be indcfinite; and
though not immecafurable in itfelf, it may be fo with
regard to any created eye or imagination. 1f he has
madec thefe Jower regions of matter fo 1conceivably
wide and magnificent for the habitation of mortal
and perifhable beings, how great may we {uppofc the
courts of his houfe to be, where he inakes his relidence
in 2 more cfpecial manner, and difplays himf{elf n the
fulnefs of his glory, among an innumerable company
of angels, and fpirits of juft men made perfect.

This 1s certain, that our imagination canpot be
ratfed too high, when we think on a place where
omnipotence and omnifcience have {o fignally exerted
themfelves; becaufe that they are able to produce a
{cene infinitely more great and glorious than what
we arc able to imagine. It is not impoffible but,
as the confummation of all things thefe outward aparte
ments of nature, which are now” fuited to thofe beings
who 1nhabit them, may be taken inand added to that
gloricus place of which I am here fpeaking, and by
that means made a proper habitation for beings who
are exempt from mortality, and cleared of their mm-

perfe&lions : for {o -the feripturé feems te intimate,
Fo ;
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when it fpeaks of a pew heaven and a new carth,
wherein dwelleth righteoufnefs.

I have only conflidercd this glorious place with re.
gard to the ight ard imagination, theugh ttis highly
probable that our other fenfes may here likewife en-
joy their highell gratfications.  There is nothing
which more raviflics and tranfperts the foul than har.
maohy ; and we have great reafon to believe, from the
defcriptions of this place in holy feriprure, that this
i1s onc of the entertainments of 1t Aud if the foul of
mon can be fo wonderfully affected with thole {trains
of mufic which human art is capable of producing,
how much more will 1t be raifed and e¢levated by
thofe in which is exerted the whole power of hare
mony. The fenfes are facultics of the human foul,
though they cannot be employed, during this our
vital union, without proper inftruments 13 the body.

Why therefore fhould we exclude the fatistaction
of thelc faculties, which wc find by experience are
inlets of great pleafure to the foul, from among thofle
cntertainments which are to make up our happinds
hereafter? Why fhould we fuppofle that our hearing
and fecing will not be gratified with thofc objeéls
which are molt agreeable to them, and which they can-
not mect with in thefe lower regions of nature; objeéls
which ncither eye have {een, por car heard, nor can
it enter into the heart of man to conceive? 1 knew
a man in Chrift (fays St. Paul, {pcaking of himlclf)
above fourteen years ago, (whether in the body, I
cannot tcll, or whether out of the bady, I cannot
tcll; God knoweth) fuch an one cavght up to the
third heaven. And I koew fuch a man, (whether in
the body, or out of the body, I cannot tcll: God

knoweth) how that he was caught up into paradile,
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s.d heard unfpealkable words, which i1z 1s not poflible
f~r 2 man to ntter.” By this is meant, that what
he heard waz %o infinizelv different from any thing
=hich he had heard in this world, that it was impof-
[le 0 exprefs i1t in fuch words as might convey a
rotion of it to his hearers. f

It is very natural for us to take dehight in inquirjes
concernirg anv foreign country, where we are fome
'tme or nther tn make our abode; and as we all hope
to be admirted irto tlns glnrimus placc, it is both a
laudahle and ofeful curiofity to get what informations
we can of it. wlillt we make ufe of revelation-for cur
guide. When theflc everlafling doors fhall be opened
to us we may be fure that the pleafures and beauties
of this place will infinitely tranfcend our preflent hope
and expecdtations; and that the glorious appearance of
the throne of God will rife infinitely beyond what
ever we arc able to couceive of it.  VWe might here
entertain ourfelves with many other {pcculations on
this fubjet, from thole feveral hints which we &nd
of it in the holy f{criptures; as-whether there may
not be different manfions and apartments of glery, to
beings wf different natures; whether, as they excel
one apother in perfection, they arc not admitted nearer
to the throne of the Almighty, and enioy greater
manifcltations of his prefence; whether there are not
folemn rtimes and occafions, when all the multitude
of heaven celebrate the prefence of their Maker in
more extraordinary forms of praife and adoration; as
Adam, though he had continued in a {flate ef innocence,
would, in the opinion of our divines, have kept haly
the Sabbath-day, in a more particular manner than
ary other of the fevens, Thefe, and the like {pecula~
tions, we may very innocently indulge, fo long as we

ay
iy
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make vfec of them to iripire us with a2 defire of be-
coming inhabita~ts of this delightful place.

I have i1n this. and in two foregoing letzers, treat-
ed on the moft ferious fubject that can employ the
mind of man. the omniprelence of the Deity; a fub.
jeét which, if poflible, {hould never depart from eyt
meditations. We have conflidered the divine Being
as he inhabits infinitude, as he dwells among his works,
as he is.prefent to the mind of man, and as he difcovers
himfelf in a more glorious manner among the regions
of the bleffed. Such a confideration fhould be kepe
awake in us at all times, and 10 all places, and poffefs
our minds with a perpetual awe and reverence. It
fhould be interwoven with all our thoughts and per-
ceptions, and become ane with the conicioufnels of
our Qwn being. It is not to be refleted on in the
coldnefls of philafophy, but ought to fink us inte the
Iowelt proftration before him, who 1s {o aftenifhingly
great, wonderful and holy.

Affidio labuntur temperad motu

Non fecus ac fiumen. Neque enim confifere flumey

Neclevisbora proteft: [edutunda impeljitur unda,

Urgeturque prisr wenicnti, urgetque priorem,

Tcnxparaﬁcfﬁgir: nipariter,pariterque.fequunturs

Et nova funt [emper. Namaguod fuit ante, re-
[i&um ef? ; |

Fitque quod baud fucrar; momontaque cundlg
HOUGRLIUT. Ov. Met. lib. X1I1. 179,

Ev’n times arc in perpetueal flux, and. ran
Like rivers from their fountain, rowling on,
For time, no more than ftreams, is at a flay;
Theflying hour is ever on her way ;

And as the fountain {ull {upplies her flore,
The wave behind impels the waye before §
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Thus in {ucceflive courfe the minutes run,

And urge their predeceflor minutes on,

Still moving, ever new : for former things

Arc fet afide, like abdicated kings: X
And every moment alters what hasdone,

And innovates fome ady, till then unknown.
Dgeypene.

'\ E confider infinite fpace as an expanfion withe
out a circumference; we confider etermty, or
mfinite duration, as a line that has neither a beginning
nor end. In our {peculations of infnite {pace, we
conflider that particular place in which we cxift, as a
kind of centre to the whole expanfion. In our {pecu-
lations of eternity, we confider the time which is pre-
fent to us as the middle, which divides the whole linc
into two equal parts. YFor this reafon, many witty
authors compare the prefent time to an ithmus er
narrow neck of land that rifes in the mmid{t of an geean,
immeaf{urably diffufed on cither {ide of iz.

Philofophy, and ihideed common {enfe, naturally
tiirows cternity into two divifllons; which we may call,
m Englifly, that eternity which is paift, and that eter-
nity which is to come. The learned terms of grer-
nitas a parte ante and ctcrnitas a parte pofi,
may be morec amufling to the reader, but can have no
other idca afhixed to them than what is conveyed to
us by thole words, an cternity that is paft, and an
etcinity that i1s to come. Each of thcle cternpitiey
1s bounded at the onc extreme; or, in other words,
the former has an end, and the latter a beginning. .

Let us firft of all confider that eternity which 13
paft, referving that which is to come for the fubjeék
of another paper. The nature of this eternity ig

F3
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utteily inconcervable by the mind of man; our reafon
demon{irates to us that 1t has been, but at the fame
time can frame no idea of it bat what is big with
2bfurdity and contraditions. We can haveno other
concepticn of any duration which is pafl than that
all of 1t was once prefent, and whatever was once
prefent, is at fome certain diflance from us; and what-
ever s at any certain diftance from usg, be the diftance
never fo ramote, cant:ot be eternity.  The verywno-
tion of any duration’s betng paft. umplies that 1t was
once prefent: for the idea of being once prefont is
actually included in theidea cf 1ts being paft.  This
thercfore is a depth not to%be founded Ly huinan un-
dcrﬂanding. \We are furc that there has been an
cternity, and yet contradiét ourfelves, when we
meafure this cturnit}' b}" duy I]Dtiﬂﬂ whichh we Cal}

Irame of jt,
If we go to the botiem of this matter, we fhall

find, that the difficulties we meet with in our concep-
tions ot eternity proceed from this fingle reafon, that
vwe can have no other idea of aiy kmd of duration
than that by which we ourlelves, and 21l other created
beings, do exilt; which is a fucceffive duration made
up of palt, piefent, and to come, Thereis nothing
which exifts after this manner; all the parts of his
exiftence were not orce a&tually prefent, and confe-
quently may be reached by certain numbers of years
applied to it, ‘e may alcend as high as we
pleaie, and employ our being to that cternity swhich
1s “to comiey in adding milhons of years to mil-
Jions of years, and we can never come up to any-
fnumamhcad of duration, to any beginnmg in
cternity; butr at the fame tin.c we are fure. that what+
cver was encg prefent does lic within the reach gf:
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numbers, though perhaps we can never be a2ble to put
enocugh of them together for that purpofe.  ¥e may
as well fay that any thing may be actually prefent
in any part of infnite fpace, which does not lie at a
certain diftance from us, as that any part of mfinite
duration was once actually prefent, and does notalfp
lie art fome determined diftance from us.  The difltance
i1 both cafes may be mmeafurable and midefinite as to
our faculties, bur our recafon tclls us that i1t caunot
be fo in it it{elf, Here therefore s that difficul:y which
human underflanding 1s not capable o1 {urmounting.
We are fure that fomethikg muil have exiiled trom
eternity, and are at the fame time unable to conceive,
that any thing which extlts, according to our notion
of exiftence, can have exifted from eternity.

It is hard for a reader, who has not rolled this
thought in his own mind, to follow in {uch an abe
{iracted fpccularion ; but 1 have been the longer on
1ty becaufe 1 think it is 2 demonflrauve argument of
the being and cternity of 3 God: and though there
are many other demonfiratiors which lead us to this
great truth, I do not think we ought to lay alide
any proofs in this matter which the light of reaton
has fuggelled to us, elpecially when 1t 1s {uch a one
as has been urged by men famous for their penctration
and force of underftauding, and which appears alto~
gether conclufive to thofe who will be at the pains to
eXamine 1t,

Having thus confidered that eternity which 1§
paft, according to the beft ideca we can frume of 1z, X
fhall now draw up thofe feveral articles cn this {ube
je€t which are didtated to us by the light of reafou,-
and which may be looked upon as the creed of‘a phi-

Jofopher in this great point, )
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I'erfly It 15 certain that no being could ha‘*{c made
pefelt s for if fo, it mult have acted belore 1t was,

which is a contradiction.
Secondly, That thereforc fome being mult have

exified from all eternity.

Lhirdly, That whatever exifts after the naanner of
created beings, or according to any notions winch
we have of exiftence, could not have exifted, from
eternity. '

Ieurtbly, That this cternal being mult therefore
¢ the grecat Author of nature, the Apcient of days,
who, being at an infufite diftance in his perfeftions
from all finite and created beings, exilts i a quite
different manner from them, and 1 a manner of
which they can have no idea.

I know that feveral of the fchoclmen, who would
pot be thought ignorant of anv thing, have pretended
tc cxplain the manner of God’s exitience, by telling
s, that he comnprehends infinite duration 1n every
moment ; that eternity I1s with hin a punclum

Slans, a fixed point; or which 1s as good fenie, an
mbnmite inftant ;s that nothing with r-fercnce to
his exiftence is eizher paft or to come: to which the
mgenuons Mr. Cowley alludes in his defcription of
hcaven :

- Notbinz is there to come, and nething pafl,

But an cternal NONV, does always 13/
For my own party I Jook upon thefe propofitions
as words that have no ideas annexed to them ; and
think men had better own their ignorance, than ad-
vance doftrines by which they meanm nothing, and
Which indced are {clf-contraciftory. We cannot bs
Lop meodeflt in cur difquifitionsy when we meditate
: .
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on Him who is invironed with fo much glory and
periction, who is the fource of being, the fountain
ot all that exifience which we and his whole creation
derive from him. Let us therefore, with the utmolt
humility, acknowledge, that as fome being muft ne-
ceflarily have exilted trom cternity, {o this being does
exift after an incomprehenfible manner, {fince 1t 1s
impoilible for a being to have exilted trom etermity
after our manner or notions of exifience. Revclation
confirms thefe natural diétates of reafon in the 2ce
counts which it gives us of the divinc cxillence,
where it tells us, that he is the {ame yefterday, to
day, and for ever ; that heis the Alpha and Omega,
the beginning and the ending: that a thoufand ycars
arc with bum as one dey, and onc duy as a thouland
years; by which and the like expreflions we are
taughe, that his exiftence, with relation to tune or
duration, is icfinitely different from the exifence of
any of his creatures, and confequently that it is
unpoifible for us to fraine any adequate conceptions
of it.

In the Arlt revelation which he makes of his own
being, he intitles himfelfy Tam tbar I am ; and when
LIofcs defires to kaow what name he fhall give him,
in s embaffy to Pharoab, he bids lam {ay, that
I a»1 hath fent you. OQur great Creztor, by this
revelation of humniclf, does in a manner cxclude every
thing cife from a real exiltence, and difiinguifhes btin-
fcJf trom his creatures, as theonly being which truly
and really exifts. The ancient Platonic notion,
which was drawn from {peculations of ctermity, won-
derfully agrees with this revelation which God has
made of himfelfe “T'here is nothing, fay.they, whi_clt
in reality exifls, whofc exifteuce, as we call ir, is
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Such a Heet.

.

1<

peced un ef palil prefent.ana to comes
2 and fuceefiive exedtence is rather o lizdow of e
tence, 2ad fome:hing which is Like 11, thun _t:*-.ific'!ugc
itf‘:]f‘- I’J:: FH]‘." []rt‘:p:r]}' c}:iﬁs \-,fhuﬂ:: ck.[h-:;;;:: 5
that i, in other words, Who exfts

entirels- EJ:'.-.:I':.":: -
o INUner.s 4s

iy the moit poeriedt manper, and 1n fuch

tve have ne 1cea of,
I fhall conclude this ﬁ:crul:ucn with one ufcful

inference.  Flow can we {ufficiently prelirate our-
felves and fail down before our makere whnen we
conlider that incflable goodnels and wilcom which
contrived this exiflence for fnitz naturez? What
muft be the overflowings of that guod-will, which
prompted cur Creazor to adapt exiltence to bemngs in
whom it 1s not neceffary efpecially when we conh-
der that he himfelf was before in the complete pol-
feflion of exiftence and of happinefs, and in the full
enjovment of cternity. What man can think of
himfelf as called our, and feparated, from nothing,
of his being made a confcious. a reafonable and 2
happy creature ; in fhort, of being taken in as a
fharer of exiftence, and a kird of pariner in"eternity,
without betng fwallowed up in wonder, m praife, and
adoration ! 1t is indeced a thovught oo big for the
imind of man, and rathier to be entertamed i the [ecre-
'cy of devotion, and in the filence of the foul, than to
be exprefled bv words.  The Storeme Being has not
given us powers or faculties {ufncient to extol! and
magmfy fuch unutterable goodneis.

It 15 however foine comiart to us. tha: we.fhall be
2lways doing what we fhall be never :ble o do,
and that a work which cannot be finifhed, will houwe

ever be the work of an cternity. :

o, 4
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SECT. 1L

Toe ponver and <wifdem of God in the crealisn.

say

Inde bominum pecudumque genrus, wit3eque «z-
lantnm, {pontus.
it quae marmcreo fert monfira fub aequore

Virc. An., VI V. =228,

Hence men and beafts the breath of life obtain,
And birds ot air and monfleis of the main. Drypew,

HOUGH thereis a great deal of pleafure in
contemplating the materizal world, by which I
mzan that fyitem of bodies into which nature has
{o curtovfly wrought the mals of dead mutter, with
the feveral relations which thofe bodies bear to one
«uother; there s {ull, m::thinl.s, foinething more
wonderful and furprifing in contemplations on the
g werld of 1ife, by whichy 1 mean all thofe animals with
which every part of the univerfe 13 furmilhed. The
imatcrhl world 1s enly the {hell of the univerfe ; the
world of life arc'its inhabitanzs.

It we conlider the parts of the material world
which lie the necarefl to us, and are therelore (ubject
to our obfervations andi Inquiries, it 1S amMazing to con-

" fider the infinity of amimals with which it is ftocked.
Every part of matter is peopled; every green leaf
varms with nhabitants. lh:rc is fcarce a fingls
humour in thebedy ot 2 man, or of any other animal,
in which our glafies do not difcover myriads of hiving
creatures. 1'he {urface of animals 1s allo covered
with other antinals, which are n the fame manner

the bafis of other antmals that hive upon 1t; ray we
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find v the mofl folid bodies, as 10 maible itlelf, in.
numerable cells and cavities that are crouded with
fuch mmpereeptible 1nhabitants, as are too little for
the naked eyec to difcover. On the other hand, if
we look into the more bulky parts of nature, we {ce
the {eas, lakes and rivers teeming with numberlefs
kinds of living creatures: we find every mountain
and marfh wildernefs and woed, plentifully ftocked
with birds and beafts, and every part of matter
affording proper neceflaries and conveniences for the
livelihood of multitudes which iphabit 7%,

The author of the plurality of worlds draws a
very good argument - from this confideration, for
the peopling of every planet; as indeed it feems
very probable from the analogy of reafon, that if no
part of matter, which we are acquainted with, lies
wafle and ufelels, thole great bodies which are at
fuch a diftance from us, {hould not bz defar: and
unpcopled, but rather that thiey fhould be furnifhed
with beings adapted to their relpetive hHzuations.

Exiftence is a blefling to thofe beings only which
are endued with pereeption, and is in a manner thrown
away vpon dead matter, any further thap as it is
fubfervient to beings which are confcious of their
exiftence. Accordingly we find, from the bodics
which lic under our obfervation, that matter is only
made as the bafis and fopport of animals, and that
there_is no more of the one, than what is neceflary for
the exiftence of the other.

Infinite goodnefs is of fo cominunicative a nature,
that it feems to delight in the conferring of exiftence
upon cvery degree of pereeptive being.  As this is a
{pcculation, which I have often purfued with great
pleafure to myfklf, 1 fliall cnlarge farsher upon it, by

-
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innﬁﬂcring that part of the fcale of bzings which
tomss within our knowledge.

b There are fome living creatures which are raifed
ut juft above dead matier. T'o mention only that
ecies of thell-fifli, which are formed in the talhion
fa cone, that grows to the {urface of {feveral rocks,
nd inunediately die upon their being fevered from
he place where they grow. There ure many other
reatures but one remove from thele, which have no
ther fenfe balides that of fecling aud taftes O:hers
iave {lill an additional one of Lei-ing ; others of
mclly and otlers of fight. It is woncerful to ob-

erve, by what a gradual progrefs the w orld of life

advances through a prodigious variery of pecies, be-
foic a creature ts formed that is complete m all its
fenfes ; and even among thefe threre is fuch a diffcrent
degree of perfedtion in the fenfe which one animal
cnjoys beyond what appems in another, that though
he lenfe o different antmals be diftinguithed by the

fai'e common devcominution, 1t f.ems almoflt of a

different nature. IF after this we look into the {eve-

rol inward perfedlions of cunning and fagacity, or
what we generally call inflin&, we find them riing
after the faime manner, unperceptibly onc abuve ano-
ther,y and receiving additional improvements according
to the {pecies in which they wre timpianteds  This
progrz{5 in hature is {o very gridual, thit the moft
perfect of an inferior fpecics comes very near to the
molt indperfect of that which s immediately above 1t.

The exuberant and oveiflowing gooducels of the
fupreme Bzing, whole mercy extends toali his works,
is plainly {cenyas I have beiore binted, fram lus ha-
ving made {o very little matrer, aty lealt avhat falls
within our- knowledge, that does not fwarm with

G
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Itfe : Ner is his gocducls lefs feen in the diverfity,
than in the muliizode of hving creatures, Had s
oniy made one fpzcies of animals, none of the relt
would have enjoyed the bappinels of exiftence; he
hzs, therefure, fpecified 1n Lis creation every dcgrc:
of life, every capacity of being.  The whole chalim
of natttre irem a plant to a man s ftled up with,
. divers izinds of creatnres riling one over another, Iw'
fuch a gentle and ca’y afeenty that the little cranfi-
trons and deviations hoin one {pecies to another, arc
almolt 1afenfible. This incermediaze fpace is o well
hufbrded and mancgad, that tiere is fearce a degree
of »erception which does not appar in fome one part
of thz world of hie. Is the goolnels or witdom
of <be divinie DBriog more manitdiiea v this his pro-
cee. ‘iz ¢
Tiiere iz 2 confrquence befides thofe 1 have already
mentioned, which feems very naturaily Ceducible trom
th= forezoing contderations.  If the feale of being
rilcs by fuch a regular progrels, fo high as men. we
ma~ by a parity of reafon fuppoie thatr it fhill pro-
ceeds pradually through thofe beings which are of 2
funerior nature to hun: {firce thaie s an infinitely
grexter {pace and room for different degrees of pe:fuc-
tien. between the fupreme Bemg and man. than be-
tween nan, and the mofl ﬂcrp;r'ab' mfeéts  This
canﬂ:qurncc of fu great a varwt» of in:u:lgs w hich are
fupcrior to us fiom that variety which is inferior to
us, s made by Mr Lockz, in a paflage which I (hall
here fet down, after having preamifed, that notwizh-
ftading there is tuch infinite room between man and
Iiis Maker, for the creative power to exert iceil init
is ampoflible that it fhould ever be fi'led up, fince
. there will be flill an bnite cap or giftance between

]
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the highelt created being, and the power whicu produ-
ced lnm.
¢¢ T'hat there fhould be more {ccics cf intelligent
creatures above us, than there zre of fenfible 2nd
mnatcrial below: usy 1s probable to me from hence;
That in zil the vifible corpmrcnl world, we feec no
chafms, or no gaps. All guize down from us, the
defcent is by eafy fleps, and a contiiued {ferics of
things, that in ecach remove differ very little one
from the other.  There are fifhes that have wings,
and arenot {trangers to the airy region: andthere are
{fome birds, that are innabitanss of the water @ whole
blocd iz cold as fithes and iheir flefh fo like in talte,
that the ferepulcus are allowed theam on Aih-dayv:.
There are anumals fo near of kin both to birds and
beafls, that they are in the middle between both:
amphibious animals link the zterredtrial and aquatic
tececher; fuals live at land aud at feal and poipotles
Lave the warm bluod and entrails of a, hog not to
nention what is confidently reported of 1nermaids
or {ea-inen. Lhere are fome brutes, that {eem to
have as much knowledee and reafon, as {ome that
are called meny andiheantmalan dt:g:?:bl:Ltngdums
arc fo nearly joired, thatif yon will take the lowelt
of oney and the highell of the athier, there will fearce
be percerved any great difference between them ; and
{o on till we come to the lowell and the moft inor-
oanical parts of matter, we fhall find cvery wlicre
that the feveral fpecies are linked together, anud cii-
fer but 1n almoft mfenfible degreese And when we
conlider tlie :nﬁnlt:.pov. er and wildom of the NMaker,
ve fave reafon to thiBk that it 1s fuitable to the
mogs ifeese Farmony of the univerle, and ke great
deleigny a1 d i fiiiize goednels of the Arcluredt, thag
, G 2
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the fprecies of creatures fheuld allo, by gentle degrees,
afcetd upward from us toward his infinite perfedtion,
as we lee they gradually defcend {from us downwards;
wanich if it be preobable, we have reafon then to
be perfuzded, that there are far more {pecies of
creatures aoove us than there are beneath vsy we being
in degrees of perfeéiion much more remote from the
infinite being of God, than we are from the lowelt
ftate of bz g, 2nd that which approaches nearcit to
nothing. And yet of all thofe diftinét fpecics, we
have no clexr diftind 1deas.”?

In this {yfllem of being, there 1s no creature {o
woncerful in 1ts nature, and which fo much deferses
our particular attention, as man, who fills up the
middle ipare between the animal and inteileétual na-
tire, the vifible and invifible world and is that hnk
iy the chamn of beings, which has been often termed
the neaus utrinfque murdi,  So that he who n
one refps€t 1s ulfociated with angels and archangels,
may luok upun a being of nfisite perfedtion as ns
father, and the highe!t order of Ipirits as his brethren,
may i another relpect fay to cerruption, thou art my
tather, ai:d to the worm,- thou art my mother and my

fi{ter.

Facics o coinibus ztna.
"y

Necdiverfs tamen— Ovide Mete Lib, I1. V. 13,

Thoueh varions features diff rent alpedls grace.”
A cerzzin hilenefs 1s 10 ev’ry face.

"I HOSE who were fkilful in anatomy among the

ancients, concludvd from tie outward and in-
ward make of an hutrnan }md'i':, that it was the work
Al a Being tranfcendently wife and powerful,  As
the weild grew more enlightened in this art, their
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cilcoveries gave them frelly opporzunitics of aunurmg
the condaé@t of Providence in the formazion of nn
human body. Galeu was converted by his diffections,
and could nout but own a fupreme Belng upon a fur-
vey of this his handy-worl There were,y indeed,
mauy paris of which the ola anaromills did not know
the certain ufe but as they {aw  that moflt of thole
which were examined were adapted with admirable
art to their feveral functions, they did not queltion
but thole wholc ufes they ceould not determine, were
contrived with the fame wifdomn for refpe&ive ends
ai'd purpofes. Since the circulation of the blood
has been found out, and many other great difcove-
ries have been made by our modern anatomilts we
fce new wonders in the human frame, and difcern
{everal important ufes for thofe parts, whichi ufes the
ancients knew nothing of. 1In fhort, the body of
a man 1s fuch a fubject as ftands the utmoflt teflt of
cxamination. Though 1t appears formed with the
nicelt wi{dom, upon the moft {uperficial furvey of tt,
1t fti}l mends wpon the fearch. and produces cur {uir-
prizc and amazement in prnpnrtinn a5 we pry 'l}ltﬂ
1te. What I have here fiid of an human body, may
be applied to 1he body of every animal, which hias
becu the {ubjet ¢f anatomical obfervations.

The body of 2n animial is an obie€t adcguate to
our fenfes. It is a particular {yftem of Providence,
that lies 10 a narroav compals.  The cye 1s sble to
commacad 1t, and by fucecilive inquiries ecan {carch
mnto all its parts.  Could the body of the whole
cartly, or indeed the whole un‘verfe, be thus {ubmait-
ted to the examination of our fenfes were it not tUo
big and d:proportioned for our irquiries, too un-
weildy for the management of the eye and hand,

G 3 o
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therz 1s po quettion bur it would appesar to us aS
curttus and  well coitrived a2 frame as that ©of an
human bodv, We [hnuld fee the (aime concatenation
and {uulerviencyy the (2me necefftty and ufzfulnels,

the fame beauty and barmony m ail und every of'its
pasig, as what we dilcover in the budy of every hngic
atirmal.

The more ex:ended our reafon 17, and the more
able o grapple with innnenfe UchC‘lE, ths greater
{till are thulc difcoverics which it wWakes of wifdom
and providence in the work of the creation. A Sir
lazc Newton, who flands up as the miracle of the
prefent age, can look tl1.nugl1 a whoic planetary
fyftem ; conlider it in its weight, nnmber and mea-
{ure ; and draw from it as many demoaftrations of
infinite power and wifdom, 2s a more confined under-
ftanding is able to d"ducc from the fyﬁ:m of an hu-
man body. -

But to return to our {peculations on anatomy I
fhall here confider the fabric and texture of the-bo-
dies of antmnls i one particular view ; which, 11 my
cs::".lnn, (h=ws the h'md of a thmkmg and allewnife
betog in thetr formartion, with the evidence of a
thouland demonftrazions. I think we may lay this
down as an incontelted principle that chance never

alls in a perpecual uniformity and conliftence with

jefelf.  If one thould always fling the fame number
uji:h ten thoufand dice, or fee every throw juft five
trmes lefs, or five times more in namber than the
throwv which mmmediately preceeded it, who would
no: imagine there 13 fome nvifible power which di-
rects the caft > This is the nroceeding which we find
in the onerations of nature.  Every kind of animal
15 diverfified by different ‘magaitudes, edcih of which

o i
.~
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gi-.'::s rife to 2 different {pecies. Lera man trace
the dog or Lion kind, and he will oblerve how many
of the woilis of natare are putiiihid, i I nm} uie the
cxnrmu M. ina variety of cditioaz. 1P we look mro
che repltte varld, or mtn chiote ditterens l:.':n-' s cf ani-
mals that & the ciement of water, we meer with
the fame resetitions :!.nmng feveral fsecies, that dit-
for very hititle from one ancthier, but 1a fize wid bulk.
You hud the {ume creasure that s drae ST l.rge,
copicd cut an feveral propoarticns. and eading i mie.
nituree  Irowould be tedicus to precuce mnftavees of
thns repular conduct In providence, as 1t would be fu-
pertiuous o thofe who are verfed 1o the natural hif-
tory ol annmals.  lThe magnificent barmory cof the
usiver{e 1s {uch, that we nay oblerve innunerable
divifions ruuning vpon the {ame ground. 1 might
alfo cxtend this fpeculation to the dead parts of na-
ture, 1n which we may find matter ditpoled into many
fimilar fyftemns, as well in our {furvey of flars and pla-
nets, as of flones, vepetables, and other {fublunary
parts of the creation. In a wo:id, Providence has
fhewn the richnefs ot its gocdnce!s und witdom, not
only m the produdiion of many original fpeeics, but
in the multislicity of defeents wlm,h it has made on
cvery crlgnml ip:c:m i parcicular.

But to purfuc this thought {hil further: Every
hiving ereature, confidered in ttielf, has many very
complicatad parts, that are exad copies of fome othier
other parts which it peflifle:, and which are compli-
cated i the {ime manner. One eye would have been
fufheient for the fubiifience and prefervation of an
animal 3 but, i order to better his condizion we {ee
another "plaged wjith a mathematical exadlnels in the
Jame moft advantageous {itdationy-and in every par-

. !
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ticular of the fome {1ze and texture. Te it pnflible
for chance to be thus delicate and miform in her ape-
rations 3 {hou'd a millien of dice turil up twice toge-
ther the {ome rumbzr, the wonder would be nothing
11 comparifon witii this,  Ror whzo we fee this {imi-
Jitude and refemmblanee in the arni, the hand, the
fingers : whken we'lee ane half of <he body entircly
correfpord «with the other in all thnfe minute firokes,
witheus which a ‘man might have very well fublifted;
rnay, when we often fee a fingle part repeated an
hundred times in the fame bodv notwithftanding 1t
confifts of the moft intricate weaving of numberlefs
fibres, and thefe parts differing flill in magnitude, as
the convanience of their narticular fituation requires;
fure :1 man muft have a firaage caft of underftanding,

who docs not diftover the finger of God in fo won.-
derful a work, Thele duplicates in thafe parts of the
badv, without which a man might have very well
Tubhlted. thoug!. not o wel' us with them, nre a plain
demonfiration of an =1l wife contriver: as thale more
numercus eoettinzs, whirh are found 2imone the vel-
fets of <he fame belv,are evident demonfirations that
thev counld not be the work of chance.  This argu-
mment reccives additional flrength, if we apply it to
evervy mnmimal and infedt within our knowledge, as
well as o thofe numberlels living creatures that arve
objefts too minute for a humnn-eves ana 1f we con-
fider ho'v the feveral fpecies in this whole world of
hfz refeinble one ana-ler, in verv manv narticulars,
fo {ar as is convenient for their refpeflive ftates of
exiltence ; it ic much mere probable that an bundred
million of dice (hould be cafually thrown a hdndred
silfion of times in che fame numb:r, than that the
body of any fingle animal fhould be produced by the
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fortuitous concourfe of matter. "‘And that the hiliz
chanice fhould arife in innumerable mftances, requires
a degree of credulicv that s not under the direftinn
of commen fenfe. We mayv carry tnis conflideration
yet furthery if we refle€t on the wo {exes in every
living {pecies, with their refen:blances to cach othery
and thole particular diftinclions, that were neceflary
for the keeping vp of this great worid of life.

There are many more demonltrations of a {upreme
Being. and of his tranflcendent wifdom, power. ard
goodnefs in the formation of the budy of a hiving
creaturc ;3 for which 1 refer my reader to other wriz-
ings, paricilarly to the fixth book of tiic poem, 1n-
titled Creation. v.here the anatory of the humen
budy s defciibed with great perfpicnity and elegancee
t 1 bave bren particular on the thought which rons
\ :hrough this {peculation, becaufe 1 have not feen it
b enlarged upon by others, . O

Fupiter ¢ff quecdcunque wides—T.vean., Lib. IX.
| 411, all, cwberc’er you ook, is full of Geod.-

:E IZad this morning a verv vaiuable and kind prefent
1L {ent me of a tranflazed work of a mift eecliont
'- foreigrn wiiter, who makes a very confidzrable fizure
din the Jearned and Chniftian world., It ¢ intituled”
81 demenfircticn of tbe exifience, avifdom, and
: vorence of Gody drasen from the kunwvl-dget
k[ nzruve. particularly of man, and fitted to the

vicaie/l capacitys by the Arcbbilbop of Cambray,

Buther of ‘T'elenachu:, and tranflzied from the French:
v the fame hand that Jnzlifhed thar extezHent picce.”
‘his grear author, in the writings which he has be--
bre producsd, has manifefted an licare full of virtucus
; G s
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tentiments, giear benevolende to mankind, as well as

o fincere and fervent picty towards bis Creator. His
t...an..s and pariy are a very great giod to the world;
and 1t 1s 2 pleafing thing to beliold the polite arts
fubfervient 1o rehigion, and recommending 1t frem 15
nazural beauty. Looking over the letters ¢f my
correfpoicenis, I ind onewhich celebrates this treane,

and reconiiiuciiiL it to my readers.

TQ f}f (JU L. RIDIAIV,

-

SIR, !

Think 1 have fomewhere read, in the writ':ngf of

one whem I tr'ie to Lea friend of vour’: a [ I”g
which itivek mie very much ; and, az I :clm:mr':r, 1
was to this purpm ¢y * The exiltence of a2 God s {o
far frony betng a thing that wants to be proved, that
1 tinnk it the unly *l.n‘b oi which e are certain.”
This is a {prightiy and jull expreflion; however, [
dare fay you will not be difplealed tha: I pur youin
mind of aving fumething on the demonfiration of the
bithop of Cambrav. A man of his talents views all
thi"irrs 1 a lehediferent from thze i which ordinary

o lc:: Ll:t:l'l, and the devourt duipofition of his foul
turus wil thole tmrenss to the Lnproveinzn: of the
pleafures of'a good life.  His fiyle clothes philofuphy
m a dreis almoit peeticy and hlb readers enjoy i full
pCTl’LCLlGﬂ the advantage, while they are reading him,
of bemg what ke iz, “lhe plesfing repredeniation of
the animal powers 1n the beginning of his wuik, and
his conlideration of the pature of srun with the 2d-
dition of reafon, m the iubflequent cnfc:ﬂurﬁ-:, mprefics

wpon the mind a ftrong fatisfaction in itlell; 2nd gra-
titude towards him who beltowed that fuperiority qver
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the brute worlde  Thefe theughts had fuch o cffect
upon the author himélf, :hat be has ended his dil-
courfe with a praver. 1 his aderation has a fuvhmity
i it befittiig his charader; and the emotians of his
heart flow trom wildem and hunow l-:.ugc- 1 thoughz
it would be proper for a Sazurd.y’s papsr. and have
tranflazed ity to make you a prefeut ot 11, 1 have not
as the tranflator was uullbcc.. 10 GO, conied Iy iclt
to an exact verlion from ti e onigmnaly but Lave ei-
deasvouicd 1o exprels the iz of ity ‘DY tuking tac
hocerty o render his thovghis in fnch a way s
fhoeould Lave utterca them, :t they had t;::uw 13,101 UW e
it haos: Deen L.b.t.nn., *11:1: ihic private hatters ot
great men arve the Lell pictures of thar :uul_. bat cer-
tanly ¢hiar povate duu.mn* vould be 1O inore -
h:m‘.tnnf, ;va D hknow nos wihiy they [hould not be as
curicus and u.t:_r.._......lg

1i _‘,c*u injurt tias prayery, I limow not but T may
fend yeu, 1o anether ceenfion, one uled Ly a very
grear wit ef the Juft age, which has alluficas to thc
certons of a very wild dite; and 1 beiieve you wall thiuk
15 written waith an npceanuen fphite The pclﬁnl
whom I mean was an execlleot Wi iter ; andd the pub-
Lication of <l p:.n cr of Liz may e perhapsfome ko d
of antdote apamit the infection in his other wri iLings.
But this fungsiication of the ailllop 125 10 1T & Inore
harey acd tntroubled fpiris: 11 15 (1t thatis nos faving
{0, m..h'n**r too fond) the worthip-of an angel, coneern-
ed for tiefe who had fallen, but bimfelf fiil) i thic
flate.of glary and innocence.  The book ends with
2 a2k of dey, otion to this eff=ct ;

“ O my Ged! if the greazer number of mankind
do noz dilcover thee in that glorious fhow of nature,

which thou halt placed before our eyes, 1t is not be-
G o6
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caule thou art far from cvery one of us; thou art
prefent to us more than any object which we touch
with our hands; but our fenfesand the paffions which
they produce 1n us, turn our attention from thee.
Thy 1 ght {hines in the micft of darknels, but the
darknefs commprehends it note lhou, O Lord, doft
every where difplav thyfelf: thou fhinell 1n all <thy
works, but art not reparded by heedlefs and nnzhinking
man. ke whole creation talks aloud of thee, and
cchoes with thz repetittons of thy holy nam=. Bur
fuch is cur infenlibilizy, that weare deaf to the grea:
and univerfal voice of nature. Thon art ever~v where
about ue, and within us, but we wander from ourfelves,
bzcome {irangers to our own fouls, and do noz appre-
hend thy prefence. O thou; who art the eternal
fountain of light and beauty, who art thz ancient of
days, without beginning and without end: O thoo who
who art the lite of all that truly live, thofe can never
fail tofind thee who {eck for the within themfelves. But,
alas! the very gifts which thou befloweft npon vs. do fo
empley our theughts, that they hinder us from perceiv-
ing the hand which convevs them to use We hive by
thee, and yct we hve without thinking onthee: bot, O
Lord! what is life in'the ionorance of thee? A dead un-
aflive nicccofmatter, a Howerthat withere, a river that
glides away, a palace that hallens to its ruin: a piciure
made up ot fading colours, a mafs of thining ore. firike
our imaginations, and mzke us fenfible of their exift-
ence: we rcgard them as objecte capable of giving us’
pleafiire, not confidering that thou conveyelt throvgh
them all the pleafore which we imagine they gave us.
Such vain empty objeéts that are oinly the fhadows
of being, are proportioned to our low and grovelling

thovghts. = That beauty which thou haft poured out
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on thy creatirn is asa veil which hides thee from our
eves. As thou art a Being too pure and exalted to
pafs through our {enfes, thou art not regardad by men
who have debaled thelr nature, and have made them-
felves like to the beafls that perith. So intatuated
are thev, that notwithftanding they know what is
wifdery and virtue, wihich have neither found, nor
colour, nor {mell, nor tafte, nor figurs, nor any other
{enfible quality, they can doubt of thy exillence, be-
catife thou art not apprelienced by the groffer organs
of fenfe. Wretcl.es that we are! we confider fhadows
as realities, and truth as a phantem.  That which is
nothing is all to ue, and that which 1s all appears to
us nothing. What do we fee in all nature, but
thee, O 1y God! thou, and only thou, appearclt in
cvery thing., When. I conbder thee, O Lovd, T am
fwallowed wvp and Ioft in contemplation of thee.
Every thing befides thee. even my own exilteuce,
vaciilies and difappears in the contemplation of thee.

I am Joft to myfelf, and tall into nothing, when I
think on thee. The man who does not fee thee has

beheld nothing: he who does not tafte thee has a relifh
of nothing. His being is vain, and his life but a
Cream.  Sct up thylelt, O Lord! [er up thylelf that
we mnay behold thee.  As wax confumes betore the
fire, and as the [moke is driven away, {o let thire
evemnies vanifh out cf thy prefence.  How unbappy:
is that foul, ‘who, without the fenfe of thee, has no
Ged. no hope, no comfort to fupport him! DBut how
happy the man who fearches, fighs, and thirfls after -
thee! But he ouly is fully happy on -whom. tlou
lifteft up the light of thy countenance, whole-tears
thou haft wiped away, and who ebjaysin thy laving-
' kindnefs the completion of all ins defires.” How long,
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how long, O Lord! fhall I wait for that day, when
I thall poflels, in thy prefence, fulnefs of joy, and
pleafures for evermore? O my God, in this pleafing
hope my bones rejoice and cry our, who is like unta
thee! my heart melts away, and my foul faints within
me, when I look up to thee, who art the God of my
life, and my portion toall cternity.

SECT. I1lL
The providence of Gud.

I3[ carentem megna pars weri Liles. _ N
Scx. 1 Ocdin,

Great part of trueh is hidden from the blind.

1'1‘ 1s very reafonable to Lelieve thar part ef the
plealure which happy minds fhall enjoy in a future
fiate will arife from an enlasged contanplation ef the
divine wifdom 1 the government cf the worid.atd a
difcovery of the fecretand amazing fleps of Providence,
from the beginning to the end of tune. Nothing feens
to be an entertainment more adapted to the nature of
man, if we coufider that curiofity 1s ene ef the ftrong-
eft and moft lallmg appetites implanted o us, and thae
admiration is onc of our moll plealing pafiiuns; and
avhat a perpetval fucceflion of enjoyments wiil be
afforded to both thele, in a feene {o large and various
as fhall then be laid open o our view i the fociety
of fuperior fpirits, who nerhaps will join with us in {o
delightful a prolped. .

. It is not unpoflible, on the contrary, that part of
the punifbinent of fuch as are excluded from biifs, iy
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'conlilt not only in their being denied this privilege
but in having thefr appetites at the fame time valtly
increafed, witkout any {ztisfaflion affurded ro them.
In thefe the vain purimit of knowledge thall perhaps
add to their infelicity, and bewiider them into laby-
rintirs of error, darknefs, diftraction, and uncertainty
of every thing but their own cvil {tate.. Milton has
thus reprefented the fallen angels reafoning together
in a kind of refpite from their torments, and creating
to themielves a new dilguics amidit their very amu-
fements : he could not properly have delcribed the
{morts of condemned {pirits, withour that caft of horror
and inciancholy he had {o iudicioully mingled with
them.

OtlLers apare fat cii a bill rerir'd,

It theougirts wore elevate, Qud r:..:f_n. d bizh
Of Providence, foereknsaiedge, will, .zr-dfm‘:.,
Iix'd f:z:c.,jrcc-u-”l fereknoarledse abfglmc,
.d:;d_jom.d n5 end, in waud'ring mases lofl,

In our prefent condition, which 1s a middle ftate, cur
minds are, as it were, chequered with truth and falfe-
hood: and as our faculties are narrow, and our views
unperfedt, 1t 35 impoflible but our curiofity.inull meee
. with many repulfes. The bulines ot inankind in this
Iife being ruther to act than to know, ther pcrtmn
of knowledze 15 dealt to them accordingly. ‘
From hence it 15, that the reafon of the inquifitive
kas fo long been exercifed with difhcultics, in acconn-
ting for the promifcuous difiritution of good and evil
to the virtuous and the wicked in this worlde From
hence come all thole pathetical complatats of {o many
tragical events, which happen te thie wile and the

‘goad: and of fuch furorifing profperity which is ofien
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the reward of the guilty and the foolifh ; that reafon
1s fometinies puzzled, and at a lofs what to prenounce

upon fo myfterious a difpenfation.
Plato exprefles ks abhorrence of {ome fablca of the

pocts, which {eem to refleét on the gods as the au-
thors of injuftice; and lays it down as a principle,
that whatever 1s permitted to befal a jull man, w hc-
ther poverty, ficknefs, or any of thofe things which
feern to be evils, fhall etsher in life or death conduce
to his good. My reader will obferve how agreeable
this maxim is to what we find delivered by a greater
authority. Senzea has written a difcomfe puipofely
on thts {ubject, 1n which he takes pains, after the
doétrine of tl;r:: Stoics, to fhew, that adverfity is not
in ifelf an evil; and mentions 2 nodle faying of 1=
metrius, ¢ That nothing weunld be wore unhappy
than a man who had never known affhiétion,” He
compares profperity to the indulgence of a fornd iro-
ther to a child which often preves his ruin ; buz the
afie@ion of the Divine Being to that of a wife futher,
who would Lave Lis fons exercifed with labour, dif-
appointment, and pain, that they might pather
ftrength, and improve their fortitnde.  On this oc-
cafion the philofopher rifes mto that celebrated fepui-
ment, that there 1s not on earth a (heliacle more .
worthy the repard of a Creator intent on iss works,
than a brave man fuperior to his fufferings 5 to which
he adds, that it muil be a plealiire to Jupiter himfelf
to leok down from heaven. and f{ce Cato umidlt the
ruins of lus country preferving his integiity.
This thought will appear yet more realonable, if
we confider human life as.a flate of probation, and
adverfity as the poft of honour in it, afligned often to

the beft and moft {ele&k fpirits,
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But what I would chiefly nfift on here, is, that
‘e are not at prefent in a proper fizuation to judge
t the counfels by which Providence als, {ince but
htt's arnvesat our knowledge and even that little we
i{cern :m“-rf:cll} ; OT, crnming o the elegant fi-
cure in helv wrig, ¢ We fee butin varty, and as ina
olafs darkly.”’ I" is to be confidered. that Providence
in 1ts @conomy regards the whole {+v fierg of time and
things together. fo that we cannot difeover the beau-
tiful connexicns between incidents which lie widely
{cparated in ture, and by lofing fo many links of the
chain, our reafonings become broken and umperfect.
Thus thofe parts in the moral world whicli have not
an ablolute, may yet have a relative beauty. in re-
fpzct of fome other parts conccaled frond us, but open
to his eye, before whom paft, prefent, and to come,
are fet together in cnec point of view: and thole e-
vents, the permiflion of which feenis now to accufe
bis gooednefe, may, in the confummation of things,
both magnify his goodnefs, 2nd exalt his wifdom.
And this 1s enough to check our prefumption, fince
1t 1s 115 vain to apply our peafurcs of regularity to
matters of which we know neither the antecedents
nor the confequents, the beginning nor the end.
I fhall rclieve my readers from this abftracted
thought, by rclatlng here a Jewifh tradition concern-
ing Mofes, which feemns to be a kind of parable illuf-
trating what 1 have laft mentionied. That great
prophet it is faid. was called up by a voice from hea-
ven to the top of 2 mountaing’ where, in a conference
with the Supreme Being, he was permitted to propofe
to-hiin fome queftions c~ncerning  his admimftration. -
of the univerfe. In the midft of thisdivine collaquy
he was commanded to look down. o the plain below.

*
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At the foot of the mountain there fTued out a clea:
Ipring of water, at which a foldier alighted from his
horfe to drink.  He was no tooner gone <han a little
boy came o the famc place, ard fiuding a purde of
gold which the foidier had dropped, tock it up, and
went away with it, Immediately after this came an
infirm old man, weary with age and travelling. and
having quenched his thirlt, {at down to reft hunfelf
v the fide of the fpring. The foldier mithing his
purfe returns to fearch for it, and demands 1t ot the
old man, who aflirms be had no: {ecen iz, and appzals
to Heaven in witne's of his innocence.  The foldier,
not believing his protefiation, kills him. Moles feli
on his face with horror and amazement, when the di-
vine voice thus prevented his expoltulation; ¢ Be not
{furprifed, Mofes, nor afk. why the Judge of the
whole earth has fuffered this thing 10 come to pals:
the child is the occafion that the blood of the old
man 1s fpilt; but know, that the old man whom thou
{awell, was the murderer of that child’s father.”?

Forruncﬂwsun Sfiill the «vife and brave

HE famous Gratian, in his Jizzle book whercin

he lays down maxiins for 2 man’s advancing
hunfelf at court, advifes his reader to affuciate hunletf
with the fortunate, and to fhun the company of the
unfortunate ; which, notwithanding tie bafenefs ot
the precept to an honeft mind, may have (bmehing
ufeful in it for thofe who puth their uitereil 1n rhe
world. It is certain 3 greac part of what we call
good or ill fortune, rifes out of right or wroung mea-
fures or {cthcmes of life. When 1 hear a man com-
plain of his being wofprtunate in all bis Underzakings,



THE PROVIDENCE OF GOD. 127

I firewdly fufpect him for a very weak man in hiS
affairs.  In conformity with this way of thinking,
Cardinal Richlieu ufed to fay, that vnfortunate and
imprudent were butr two words for the {ame thing.
As the Cardinal himfelf had a grear fhare both of
prudence and goucd fortune, his famous antagomft,
ke Count d’Olivarez, was difgraced at the court of
Madrid, becaufe it was alledged againtt him that he
had never any fuccefs 1n his undertalings. This, fays
an eminent author, was indirectly accufing himm of
imprudence.

Cicero recommended Pompey to the Romans for
their general upon three accounts, as he was a man of
courage, conduct, and good fortune. It was perhaps
for the reafon above mentioned, namely, that a {eries
of good fortunc-{uppofes a prudént management in the
perfon whom it befals, that not only Sylla the diltator,
but {everal of the Roman .emperors, as 1s ftill to be
feen upon their medals, among their ozher titles, give
themfelves that of Felix or Fortunate. T1he heathens
indeed feern to have valued a man more for his good
fortune than for any other quality, which I thmk is
very natural for thole who have not a ftrong belief of
another worlde 1'or bow can I conceive a iman crown-
ed with many diftinguifhing bleflings, that has not
{omc extraordinary fund of merit and perfeétion n
him, which lics opzn to the {upreme eve, though per-
Liaps it s not difcovered by my obfervation?. What
is, the reafon Homer and Virgil’s heroes do not form
a refolution, er {trike a blow, witheut the conduét and
direction of fome deity? Doubtlefs becaufe the pocts
clteemed it the greatelt honour to be favoured by the
eods, and theught the beflt way of praifing 2 man was
to recount thofe favours which naturally implicd an
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extraordinary merit in the perfon on whom they de-

{fcended. )

Thofe who believe a future ftate of rewards and
punifhments, aét very abfurdly if they form their
opmions of a man’s merit from his fuccefics. Buar
certainly if 1 thought the whole circle of cur being
was concluded between our births and deaths, 1 fhouid
think a man’s good fortune the meafure and flandard
of his real merit, fince Providence would have no cp-
por funity of rewarding his virtue and perfecticns but
1n the prefent life. A virtuous unbelicver, who lies
under the preflure of misfortunes, has reafon to cry
out, as they (ay Brutus did, a little before his death,
“ O virtue! 1 have worfhipped thee as a fubflantil
good, but I find thou art an empty name.”’

But to rcturn to our firflt point, though prudence
docs undoubtedly in a great meafure produce our good
or il fortune in the world, it is certain there are many
unforefeen accidents and occurrences, which very often
pervert the finelt {chemes that can be laid by human
wifdom. The race is not always, to the {wift, not
the battle to the ftrong. Wothing lefs than infinite
wifdcm can have an abfolute command over fortune:
the higheft degree of it which man can poffefs is by,
no means equal to fortnitous events, and to {uch con-
tingencies as may rife in the profecuzion of our affaira.¢
Nay, it very often happens, that prudence, which has,
always in it a great mixture of caution, hinders a2 man,
from being fo fortunate as he might poflibly bhave
been without it. A perfon who only aims at what
is likely to fucceced, and foliows clofely the dictates of.
human prudence, never meets with thole great and
unforefeen fuccefles, which are often the.effelt ofr a
fanguine temper, or a morce happy rathnefs; and this,

.-
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pethaps may be the recafon, that, according to the
comimon Dbﬁ:na*mn, fortune, hike other females, de-
Iizhts rather in favouring the young than the old.
| Upon the whole, fince man 15 {o fLhort fighted a
jcreature, and the accidents which may happen to him
fo various, I cannot but be of Dr Tillotfon’s opinion
in another cafc, that were there any doubt of a Pro-
vidence, yet it certainly would be very defirable there
hould be fuch a bezing of infinite wildoin and good-
ire{s, on whofe direction we might rely 1n the condudt
¥of human hife. .
¥ It is a2 great prefumption to afenibe our {ucccfles to
¥ cir own management, and not to clteem ourfelves
vpon anvy blefling, rather asitis the bounty of Heuven
§1:0 the acquifition of our own prudence. I am very
1 vcll pleafed with a medal which was flruck by Qucen
| Elifabeth, a hrtle after the defeat of the mvincible
.irmada, to perpetuate the memory of that exiraordi-
Jiiry event. It is well known how the king of Spain,
and others, wio were the enemies of that great prin-
cefs, to derogate from her glory, aferibed the ruin
of their fleet rather to the violence of #torins and
tempeflts than to the bravery of the Erglhifh. Quzen
Llifabeth, inftead of leoking upou thisasa diminution
'of her honotiry valued hesfelf upen fuch a fignal fa-
vour of Providence: and accordingly, in the reverfe
of thie medal above mentioned, has reprefented 2 fleet
beaten by a tempeft, and falling foul upon onec a-
nother, with that r.ligious infeription, 4fflavwis Deus,
et diffipantur; ¢¢ He blew with his wind, and they
were {cattered.” - *

It is remarked of a famous Grecian General, whofe
name I eannot at prefent recollet, and who had been
2 particular favourite of fortune, that upon recounting

-
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his viflorics among his friends, he added, at the en
of feveral great attions, And 'in this fortune ba
20 fhare. After which, it 1s obferved 10 hiltory tha
Lie never profpered in anv thing he underiook.

As arrogance, and a conceitedrels ot our own 2bi
lities are very fhocking and offenfive to men of fen
and virtue, we may be {ure they are highlv difpleafin
to that Being who delights 1n an humble mind, an
by feveral of his difpenfations, fvems purpofely o{ho
us that our own {chemes or prudence have no fhare
our advancemeits,

Since on this fubject T have alrendy admitted feve
quotations which have occurred to 1iny memory upo
writing this paper, I will conclude it with a hi
Perfizn fable. A drop of ‘water fell out of a cloyl

|

ficCtion; ¢ Alas! what an infignificant crexture am
10 this prodigions ocean of waters ; my exiliencs1s 1
no concern to the univerfe; I am reduced to a kv
of nothing, and am lefs than the Jeadt of the wor,
of God.” It {o happened, that an oyfier, which I
1n the neighbourhood of this drep, chancred to g
and fwallow it up in the midit of this its bumble ¢
ltlequye  The drop, faye the fable, lay a’grear whi
hardenmg o the fhelly till by degrees it was ripen
into a pearl : which, falling into the hauds of a dive| 0
after a long feries of adventures, is at prefent th:
famous pfarl which is fixed on the top et the Yerh
diadem.

A m
ht
fri
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St fracius tllabatur crbss
Jn'bd :d:m:ﬁr:u.: FURINE.

Hoax. lib. 1IL. 0. 3. 1. 7.

Should the whole frame of nature round him break,
In muin and confulion hurl’d,

e, unconcern’d, would hear the mighty crack,
Aud ftand fecure amidft a falling world.

Avox.

’EAN, confidered in himfelf, is a very helplefs
< ond a very wreiched being. He is fubjeét
ol every moment to the greateft calamities and misfor-
tenes. Heis befet with danger on all fides, and may
becere unhappy by numberlels eafualties, which he
qfeould not forefee, nor have prevented had he forefeen
rq thieni, -

| It 15 our comfort, while we are obnoxious to fo
¢imany accidents, that we arc under the care of one
whd dire@lls contingencies, and has in his hands, the
tmanagument of every thing that s capable of annoy-
|ing or offending us; who knows the afliftance we
Htand in need of, and is always ready to beflow it on
(thofe who afk it of him.

T'hz natural homage which fuch a ereature bears to
fo mfinitelv wife and good n chb, 1s 2 firm reliance
toir him for the bleflings and conveniences of life: and
{21 habizual treft in hiun for deliverance out of all fuch
dangers and difficnltics as may befal us,

The man who always lives in this difpafition of
mind, has not the fame dark and melancholy views of
human nature as he who confiders him{elf abfiradtediy
from thic 1elation to tlse fupreme Being. - At the {ame
timie that he refells upon his own weakuefs and nn.
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perfection, he coinforts himfelt with the contemplation
of thele divine artributes, which are emploered for his
fafety and his welfare, He finds lus want of fore-
{ight-madec up by the omnifcience of him swho is his
fupport. He is not fenfible of his own want of
{irength, wWhen he knows_that his helper is alimighty.
In thort, the perfon who has a firm trult on the fu-
preme Being, 1s powerful in his power, wile by his
wifdoni, happy by his happinefs.  He reaps the benefit
of every divine attribute, and lofes his own infufhr-
ciency in the fulnefs ot infinite perfection.

1o make our lives more ealy to us, we are com-
manded to pur our trull in him, who is thus able to
relieve and {uccour us; the divine goodnels having
made {uch a reliance a dury, notwitnflanding we
fiould have bven miferable bad it been forbidden us.

Awmong feveral matives which migh: be made vfe
of to recommend this duty to us, 1 [hall only take
notice of thofe that follow. |

Tbhe firft and flrongeft is, that we are promifed he
will not fu1l thole who put their truft in him.

But without cenfidering the tuper: natural blefling
which accompantes this du ty, we may oblerve, that
1t has a natural tCIldtlle to 1ts own rcw:lrdS' -OT, i
othicr words, that this firm truft and cnnﬁduncc 1 the
great Difpofer of all things, contributes very much
to the getting clear of any affliton, or to the beaning
it manfully. A perfon who believes he has Ins foc-
cour at Land, and that he aéts in fight of his fricod,
often exerts himfelf beyond his abilities, .and does
wonders that are not to be matched by one wh9 15 not
animatced with fuch a cozfidenée of fuccels. 1 could
produce urtances from hiftoryeof generals, witb, out
¢t a belict thzt they were under the protz&tion of
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fome invilible afniftant, did pot only cncourage their
foldicre to do their utmofl, but bave a&ted theanfelves
beyond what they would have done, had they not
been infpired by fuch a belief. I might, in the fame
manner, fhew how fuch a truft 1n the affiftance of an
almighty Being naturally produces patience hope, chear-
fulnefs, and_all other difpofitions of mind, that zlle-
viate thofe calamities which we are not able to removee

‘The praétice of this viriue adminifters great cem-
fort to the mind of man in times of poverty and
2fAictions, but moft of all in the hour of death. When
the foul is hovering 1n the Jaft moments of its {epera-
sion, when it 1s jult entering on another fiate of exilt-
ence, to converfe with fcenes, and objedts, and com-
panions, that are altogether pew; what can fupport
her under fuch tremblings of thought, fuch fear, fuch
anxicry, fuch apprehenfions, but the cafting of all her
cares upon him who firft gave her being, who bas con-
ducted herthrough onc ftage of it, and will be alwavs

with her to guide and comfort her in her progrels
through etermty ?

David has very beautifully reprefented. this fleady
reliance on God Almighty in his twenty-third plalm;
which is a kind of paftoral hymn, and filled with thofe
allufions which are ufual in that kind of writing. A3

the poctry 1s very exquifite, I fhall nrefent my reader
with the following tranflation of it.

. I. The Lord my palturc {hall prepare,
And feed me with-a fhepherd’s care;
His prefence fhall my wants {upply,
And guard me with a watchful cyes
My noon-day walks he fhall attend,
And ail my midnight hours defend. - - "
H .
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II. When in the ivitry glebe I faine,
Or oo the thirfly mountain pans,
To fertile vales, and dewy meads,
DMy weary wand’ring fteps he leads,
W here peaceiul rivers, foft and flow,
. Amid the verdant landfcape flow.
111. Though in the paths of death 1 tread,
With gloomy horrors overfpread,
My ftcadfalt heart fhall fear noill,
. For thou O Lord, art with me il ;
Thy friendly crook fhall give me aid,
.And guide me through the dreadful fhade.

IV, Though in 2 bare and rugged way,
Through devious lonely wilds-I ftray,
Thy bounty fhall my pains beguile ;

The barren wildernefs fhall fiile,
With fudden greens and herbage crown’d,
And fireams {hall murmur all around. '

SECT. IV,
‘2';5;: IVorfhip of God. i

Religentum cffe cportet, religizfum nefas.
Incerti autors apuid.  Aul, Gell,

. A man fhould bs religious, not {upeiftitious.

I'I'-is of the lalt ymportance to {eafon the pafiions of
a child  with devotion, which f{cldom dies in a
mind that hes received an early 1in&lurc of 1it. Though
it may feem extinguifhed for a while by the cares of
he world, the heats-of voush, or the allurements of
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vice, 1t generally breaks out,. and difcovers itfcdf

agiin, as foon as difcretion, confideration, age,. or
mistortunes, tizve brought ..h: man to hunfelf, The
firce mav be covered and overlaid, but cannot be en-
tirely quenchizd or fiiothered.

A flate of temperance, {obricty, and _]Uﬂlct, with-
out devotion, is a cold, lifelefs, infipid condition of
virtue; and 1s rather to be fliled philofophy than re-
Jigten. Devotion opens the mind to great concep-
tions, and fiiis it with more {ublime ideas than any’
that are to bz met with 1in the inolt exalted fcience,

and at the fame time warnms and agitates the foul
more than {en{ual pleafure.

It has been oblerved by fome writers, that faan
is more diltinguifhed from the animal world by de-
votion than by reafon, as feveral brute creatures difs
cover in their actions {fomething hike a faint ghimmer-
ing of reafon, though they bestray, in no fingle cir-
cumftance of their behaviour, any thing thuat bears
the lealt affinity to devotion. . It is certain, the pro-
penfity of the mind to religious worfhip the natural
tendency of the foul to fly to fome {fuperior Being
for fuccour in dangers and diftrefles, the gratitude to
an wvifible Soperintendent, which arifes in vs upon
receiving any eXtraordinary and unexpected good tor-
tune, the acts of love and admiration with which the
thonghts of men are fo wonderfully traifported, m
meditating upon the divine perfedtions, and the uni-
verlal concurrence of all the nations under heaven in
the great article of adoration, plainly fhew that dea
votjon or religious _worfhip muft be the effet of a
sradition from fome firlt founder of mankind, or that
it 1s conformable to the natural light of reafon, or
that it. proceeds from an inftint implapted in thg

- H 2
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foul itlelfe  For iy part, T look upon all thele to Le
the concurrent caufes; but which ever of ithem (hul]
be afligned as the principle of divine wosfZiip, it e
mifeftly points to a fupreme Being s the firft aushor
of it.

1 may take fome other opporiunity of confidering
thofe parzicular torms and metheds of devetion which
are taught us by Chriftianity 5 bur fhall here obflerme
Into whas errors even this divine principle may fonie-
times lead s, when it is not moderated by- thut righe
-reafon which was given us as the cuide of all our
actions,

The two great errors into which a miftaken devo-
tion may betray us are enthufiafin and f{uperftition,

There 35 ne: a more mclancholy objeét than a
man who has his head turped with religious enthu-
fiafm, A perfon that is crazed, though with pride
or malice, 15 2 fight very mortifying to lzuman na-
turc; bur when the diftemper arifes from any indif-
crect fervours of devotion, or too intenfe =n applica-
tion of the mind to its miflaken duties, 1=’ deferves
our compaifjon in a‘more particular manner. We may
however learn this keffon {rom it, That finc= devotion
atfelf (which one would be apr to think could not be
too warm) may difordér the mind,-nuléfs 1ts heats
arc tempered with cautton and Erudcnm-, vw¢ {hould
ke particolarly careful to keep olir reafun 25 coal as
poflible, and to guard onrfelves in ull parts of iife
againft the influence of paflion, imagination, and con-
ftirution., :

Devotion, when 1t does not liec under the check of
reafon, is very apt to depenerate into er:thuhafm.
When the mind finds herfelt very much inflx med with
hey devotions, fhe-is too much inclined to tiaink they

4~
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are not of her own kindling. but blown up with fome-
thing divine within her.  1f {he indulges this thoughe
too far, and humours the growing pafiion, (he st laft
flings herfelf into imaginary rap:ures and ecftacies;; and
when once {lie fancies herfelf under the influcnee of a
divine impulfe, it is no wonder if fhe {lights human
ordinances, and refufes to comply with any cftablithed
formi of religion, as thinking herfelf directed bv a
much {uperior guide.

As enthufiafin 1s a kind of excels 10 devotion, fu-
perflition is the excels not only of devotion, but of
relicion in general ; acrording to 2n old Heathen
aying, quoted by Aulus Gellius, Religenrem cffe
opericty religisfum nefzs ; A man fhould be refi-
gions, not fuperllitious; Ler, as the author tells us,
Nigidius obferved upon this paffage, that the Latin
words which terminate in ¢fus, generally aiply vici-
ous characters, and the having of any quality to an
cxcels. | ’

An enthufiall in religion s like nn obflinate clown,
a {uperftitious man like an infipid courtiers Enthu-
fiafin-has fomething in it of madnels, fuperitition of
folly. Moft of the fgéts that fall fhort of the church
of England havein them {trong tinctures of enthuhafm,
as the Roman Catholic Religion 1s one huge over-
grown body of childifh and idle {uperititions.

The Roman Catholic church feems indeed irreco-
verably loit in this particular. | 1 an abfurd drefs or
bebaviour be introduced 1n the world, 1t will {foon be
found out and difcarded: on the contrary, a habit dr
ccremony, though never fo ridiculons, winch. has
taken fa-&uary in the church, {ticks in it for ever.
A Gathic bifhop perhaps thought it proper to repéit
fuch aform in fuch particular thees or lipperss anothet

- H 3 -:
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fancied it would be very decent if {'uc} a part of
public devoticns were perforined with 2 mizre on his
head, and a crofter in ius hund: to this a brother
Vapdal, as wile as the others, adds an antic drefs,
Which he conceived would allude very aptly to fuch
and fuch mylieries, till by degrees the whole othce
.has degenerated mto an empry fhow.

T'heir fuccefurs {ee the vanity and inconvenicnce
of thefe ceramonies 3 but inltead of reforming, per-
bhaps aad others which they think more fignificant,
aud which take pofieflion in the iame manper, and
are never to be driven wut after they have been once
admitted, Ihave feen the Pope efficiate at St. Peter’s,
wiere, for two hours together, he was bufied in put-
ting on or off bis different accoutrements, according
1o :h: ditfcrent paris he was to act in then.

No:hing is fo glorious in the eyes of mankind,{and
orna.nr.:nml to human nature, {etting afide the infunte
advantages winch arife from iz, as a ltrong, {teady,
mafculine piety ; but enthufiafm and {uperitition are
the weaknefies of human reafon, that expole wus 1o
the {corn and derifion of infidels, and fink us cven
below the bealls thar perith.

Idolatry mazy be looked upon as' another error
arlﬁug trom mtftaken devotion; but becaule reflec-
tions on that fubject would be of no ufcto an l:nn*-
lilh reader, 1 fhall not enlarge upon 1t. L

Omnibus in terris. que funt ¢ Gadibus ufque

Aurcram et Gangem, pauci diguofcere poffunt
Vera bora, atque illis multum diverfa, reniota

E?"fﬂr‘.{ ‘?ICE?HIG Jl.l\?- Sat. 10. 1- Ie

Lok round the habl..nblc: world, how few

‘Knew tbeir own good ; or, Loy Ing ity purlgm'
RYDC
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N my lut Saterday’s paper I laid dewn fome.
thﬂu“ his upon devotion 19 gr.m.ral.. and toal]l here
fhew whiat were tie notions of the moft refned Hez-
thens on this fubject, as they are reprefented in Viato’s
dialoguz  upen prayer. intiteled, Adlcioitades the
Jecond, which doubtlefs gave ceecalion o Juvenal’s
tenth fatire, and to the fccord {2tue of Yerlius; as
the lalt of thefe authors has chunoit tranleribed the
preceding dialogue, ntituied, Jlcitiades :oe firjl,
in s fourth fatire. .

T'he {akers in this dmlnga: upcn prayer are So-
crates a:z.d Alcibiades, znd tie fubtiziice of it {\when
drawn together out of the ntricacies and digreilions)
a5 fu“(n...- s

Socrazes mecting his pupil Alcibizdes, as ke was
going to his devotiong, and obicrving hig eyes to be
fixed uon the earzh -with gizat ﬁ.llllllﬁu:[a and at-
testion, taiis him, thut he had reafon to be theughts
ful on tint accalion, fince it wax potlibi= for a man
to tring down evils upou innield, by his own pravers
and thut thole -things which the goeds tend him in
an{lwer to his petittons might turn o Lis deltruction ;
thisy fuv-= hey may not only happen wihen a man praye
for what he krnows is mifcuicveus In 1. own nature,
as Ocdipus implored the zeds’to fow d:il‘::.iiml \be-
tween his fons, but when ke pravs for whar he be-
licves would. be for his good, and againft what he be-’
lieves would be to his derriment. T the p Lilelo-
pher fhesws mull necddiarily happen among fce
moft- men bre blinded v-ith iznurauce, pn:_ludlcc, ar
paﬂlon, which liinder them fron feeing fuch’ things

zre really -benchceial to them. For an infta:ce, lu.:

aﬂ.:: Alcibiades, whether he would not be theroughly

-

-
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pleafed and faticfied if that God to whom he was: ge-
ing to addrefs himfelf, fhould promie to make him
the fovercign of the whole earth! Alcibiades anfwers,
that ke thould doubtlefs look upon fuch a promifc
as the greateft favour that could bz beftowed unpon
him. Sacrates then afks him, if after receiving this
grecat favour he would be contented to Jofe his hifc?
orit he would receive i1t though he was fure ke fhould
make an ili ufc of it? To bo:h which queftions Alci-
biades an{wers i1 the negatives  Socrates then fhews
him. from the examples of otners, how thefc mght
probably be the effe&t of {uch a blefling.  He then
adds, tihat other reputed picces of good fortune, as
that of having a fon, or procuring the highz{t poft in
2 government, are fubject to the Like fatal .confequen-
ces ;. which neverthelels, fays he, men ardently de-
fire, and would not fail o pray for, 1f they thoughe
their pravers might be effediual for the obiaining of
them. i

Having cftablifhed this great point, that all the
molt apparent bleflings in this hife are obnoxious-<to
fuch dreadful confequences, and that no man knows
what in its cvents would prove ta hinm a blefling or a
curfe, fic teachies Alcibiades after what manner he

ought to pray. :
In the firlt place, he recommends to him, as the

model of Lis devotions, a fhort prayer, which.a
Greek poet compofed for the ufe of his friends, in

the following words; ¢ O Jupiter: give us thofe

things which are good for us : whether they are

fuch things as we pray for, or fuch things as we do
no: prav for; and remove from us thofe ‘things

which are hurtful, thongh they are {fuch thing as we
pray for.> - '
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In the {econd place, that Li=z <hiciple may afic fuch
things 2s are expedient for hilp, lic Hu: ws ham, that 1t
is abfolutely neceffary 1o apply Rimlelf 1o the fludy of
troe witdom. and w thie kk 11mvl...._;;:: of tint which is
his ehiel gocod, and the moit’ fuitzble to the execliency

of his nature,

Iu the third and lalt ploce, e informs him, that
thie belt methods he could male ufs of o draw
down bleflings upon himtcl, an2 to render s pray-
ers acceptable, would be to live in a conltai.t praclice
of his duty towards the geds, and towards men.
Under this hrad he very much r=commends a form of
a prayer the Lacedemonians made ule of), 1 which
they petition the gods, ¢ to give them all good things,
fo loug as they were virtuvous.?’  Under thic head
ikewife he oives a wvery remackable account of an
oracle to the iul.n.:.'mg purpafc.

When the Athenians, 1v the ~war with the Lacede-
monians, reccived many defezts both -hy fea and
land, they fent a meflage to the oracle of Jupiter
Ammon, to afk the reafon why they who crected fo
many temples to the gods; and adorned them with
juch coftiy offerings; why the-- who had sftituted
fo many rzltivals, and accompanted them with {uch
pomps and ceremonies; in fhorz, why they who had
ftan fo many bhecatombs at tivzir altars, fhould be
lels fuccefsful than the Lacedemmenians, who fell 1o
fliort - of them i all thefe particulsrs. 1o this, fays
he, the- oracle made the following reply s 1 am
berter pleafed with the prayer of the Lacedema.
nizns than with all the vblations of the Greeks.” As
this prayer implicd- and encouraged virtuc in thofe
who made it 3-the ph:lnfnphcr T::rucctd's to {hew how
the molt vicious man might be deveous, fo far as vies
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tims onuld make him. bus that his offerings were-re.
garded by the pods as briber, and his petitions as blak
phemics. e Likewifs guotes on this cerallun o
verfes cut ef [Zomer, in which the poet favs, that tie
fcent of the Troizn facrifices was carried up to hea-
ven by the winds ;3 Lus thas it was not accepiuble to
the gods, who were difplealed with Priam and all Tus
people,

The conclufion of this dizlgus 1s very rematha-
ble. Socrates having deterred Alcibindes from the
pravers and facrifice he was going to offer by fetting
forth the above mentioned difficultice of perlorming
that duty as he ought, adds thefe wards, ¢ We it
therefore wait o]t fuch time 2s we may learn how we
ought to behave ourfclves towards the gods and to-
wards men.”? Byt when will that time come, {ays
Alctbiades, and who i3 it will inflruét us? For I
would fain fee this man whoeter he is. It 1s one,
{ays Socrates, who takes care of you; but as Homer
tells us, that Minerva removed the mift from Dio-
medes hits cyes, that e might plainiy dticover both
gods and men 3 {o the darknels that hangs upon your
mind muflt be removed, belore you are able to difcern
what s ccod aud what 1s evil.  Let fr1.4y remove
from my mind, favs  Alctbiades, the darknels, and
what elle he ]ch:t!}:s s I am determined to refufe no-
thing he thail order e, whaever hzs i3, 10 that 1
Inay bzcome the bztter man by 1t The refuanng
part of this d:alogue s very oblcure: there 1s fome-
thing in it that would make us think Socrates hinted
at hunlelf, when he {poke of this Divine Teacler
who was to come into the world ; did he not own,
that he himfelt was in this rcfpc& as much =zt a lofs,

and in as great diftrefs as the selt of mankind, -,...
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Some learned men lecok upon this conclufien =as

a prediction of cur Saviour, or at leaft thar Socra-
tesy like the High-prieft, prophefied unlnowingly,
ard pointed at that Divme Leachier who was to
come 1nto the world fome zges atter him. Flowever
that may be, we hnd that thils grear philofoper faw
by the light of reafon, that 1t was fultable to the
gocdnefs of the divine Naturey to {end a perfon guto
the world who fhould mftruét mankind 1n the dutics
of religion, and, 1n particularteach them bow to pray.
Whoever reads th's abftract ¢f Plato’s difeourfe
cn prayer, \will I believe, naturally muake this re-
flection, that the great Founder of our religion, as
well by his own example, as in the forin of prayer
which Lie taught his difciples, did not only keep up
to thofe rules which the Light cf nature had {ug-
geflled to this great philofopher, but inliructed lis
difciples in the whole extent of this duty, as well
os ot all others. He direcled them to the proper
object of adoration, and tszught them according to
the third rule above mcnlloncd to apply themiclves
to him in ther cloﬁ:ts, without fhow or oitentation 5
and to worlhip him in fpirit.and i trothe  As the
acedemonizans 1n their form of prayer unplored the
ods in -general, to give them all good things {o
fong 25’ they were virtuous, wce afk in parti. ul:u'
** that our offences may be forgiven usas we torgive
thaole of others.” If we look into the fecond rule
vihich Socrates has preferibed, namely that we dhould
apply ourfelves to the knowledge of tuch t.ung: as
are belt for us, this too is explained at large in the
dotrines of the Gofpel, where we are tzught in {cvea-
ral wftances to rcgard thole things as c,uri:.a, whlcn

appear as bleflings in the eye of the world ; . and oy
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the chmirary, to cefiecin tho.e 1
which to tie ¢con r::rnl"*} o1 mrurmnd 2DPPear a3 cric

Thus, 1 the form wincu 13 prcltrlb"d to Uz, wWe o on-

Iy o:ay for that happinels which is our chicf gnud,

an r“ areat end of our exifience, when we pctitian

ERTEIS chmr"f

L b T ]

the fupreme Being for ¢ the coming of his kingdons,™

being ioltcitous fc:.-r no other tt:mpurnl blefling but our
*d:ul}. [uitenance. On the other fide, we pray againft
nothing bar i, and againft evil 1n generaly leaving
1z with Qmniicience to dztermine what 1s realy fuch,
If swe loo!: into the firlt of Socrates his rules of
praver, in which be recomnends the above-mention.
cd form cf the ancient poss, we find that form not
only comprehended, bur very much improved 11 the
peuition, wherein we pray to the {upreme chg that
“¢ his will may be done > which 13 of the fame foree
with that form which our Savicur ufed, when he
prayed again{l the meft painruland moltignominious of

M s &

dea-t he, ¢ neverthelefs not mv will but thine be done.”

1his cmnprchcnﬁv petizion 15 the moll homble, as

well as the moit pru..]:..nt, that can be offered up

from the creature to-1ts Creator, as it iuplrar.::-f'r:.-:ar the

funreme chg wills nrnrhmg bas swhat 15 for our

~ood, and that ic koows betier than ourielves what

15 {0.

'
——cgitco mInfirare, ¢ fentis tantuine
Juve Saw. 7. 1. 50,

Y5 wbhar 1 onl_y ﬁc?, but can’: cx;rrﬁ.

EF theee were no other confequence of 1ty but barely
that human creatures on this day affemble thems-
fiives aziure ther Greasor, withour regard o their

I,

|
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ufual emplovments, their minds at icifurc from the
caves of this lile, and thewr bodies adorned withh the
bett attire they can bettow oa them; I {2y, were
this mere ourward celebraction ef a Sabbuath ail thae
15 expected from men, eveu that were a laudable dil-
tin€tion, and a pwipete worthy the human nature,
But when there 1s cdded to 1t the fublime piealure
of devotion, our being 1s exalted above itlelt; and
he who [pends a feventiday m the contemplation of
the next hie will not cahily fall wto the corruptions
of this in the other fix. they who wnzver wdinit
thoughts of this kind mto therr unuginations, lote
higher and {veeter fatisfaciiens than ¢uv v ratled by
any other entertanunents  Lhie moil titerate man
vhio s touched with devotion, and ules t equent ex-
ercifcs of it, contracls a certamn greatucds of ind,
mingled with a noble tunplicity, that rades hun above
vhole oF thie fame conditton 3 and there 15 an iadeli-
e mark of goudnefs 1n thofe who fincerely pollels
it. 1z is hard!y pefiible it fhouid be otherwite; tor
the fervors of a prows mua will naturally contract
fbeh an wartellocss and attention towards a better
being, as will meke the ordinary pafiages oi hite go
cff with a becoming indificrence. By this a man
1n the loweit coaditton will not appear mean, or i
the moft iplendid fortune nlolents
As to all the wmtncicies and viciflitudes upder
which men are ordinarily eutangled with the urmolt
{.rrow and paihon, one who is deveted to fdegven
when he falls iuto fuch dimicultics, is led by a clue
through a Iab}-rm_th. As to tius world he does 1ot
p‘r:t:nd o kil in th:_ mazes of ity bue fixes his
toughits upon onc certainty, tiat he (hall {oon be

ou; of ite And wemay alk very boldly, what can
I



146 THE \WORSHIP OF GOD.

be a more fure confolation than to have an hope in
death ? \When men are arrived at thinking of thet
very diffolution with plealure, how few things ar
there that can be terrible to them? Certainly no.
thing can bz dreadful to {uch fpirits, but what would
make death terrible to thewmn, falthood towards mau,
or impiety towards Heaven. “Fo fuch as thefz, a
there are certainly many fuch, the gratifications cf
1mnnoceat pleafures are doubled, even with rcfle&ion:
upon thewr imperfeltipn.  The difappointments whick
naturally attend the great promifes we make our
felves 1n expedied enjoyments, {trike no damp upoz|
fuch men, but only quicken their hopes of {oon know.
ing joys, which are too pure to admit of allay e
{aticty. ' i

It is thought among the politer fort of mankun,
an unperieétion to want a refifh of any of tho'
things which refine our livess  This s the foundation
of the acceptance which eloquence, mufic and poz:.
rv make 1n the world; and I know not why devo.
tion, conlidered merely as an exaltation of our hap
pinefs, {houid not at lealt be fo far regarded as to b:
confideced. 1t is poifible the very inquiry woull
Jead men into {uch thoughts and gratifications as they
did not expeft to meet within this place. Many :
good acquaintance has been loft from a general pre
pofleflion in Ius disfavour, and.a fevere afpect has of
ten hid under it a very agreeable companion.

There arc no  diftinguifhing qualities among ma
to which there are not falle pretenders: but thougt
nonc is more pretended to than that of devotion,
there, are, perhaps, fewer fuccefstful impoftors in thy
kind thau any other.  There is fomething fo native.
ly great and good in a perfon that is truely devou
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that an avkward man may asweil prezend to bs gen-
teel, 2s an hypocrite to be pious.  The cc.nfiram:
in woids and adticuis ar c cqually vilible in both cafes,
arnd any thing fet up 1a their room does bur remove
the endeavours the farther off their prezenfions. Bas
however the [enfe of true picty 15 abated, there is no
other motive of adtion that can carry us through all
the viciflizudes of life with alat.rl..) and refolutio:n.
But prety, like philofophy, when 1t is fug:rﬁcnl
docs but make men appzar the worfe for iz ; and a
principie that s but half received, doss bur diftrace,
inftead of guiding our behaviour. When 1 refect
upan the uncqu:l conduct of Lictius, I fee many
tinps  that run direetly couunter to his interel;
therelore T cannot attnibuze his labours for the pub-
Jic good to ambizion.  Whenl conlider his difregard
to s foriune, 1 eannot cfteem him coverous. How
then can I reconcile his neglect of hunfelf, and his
zeal lor others ¢ I have long fufpzcted him to bea
little plous: but no man ever hid his vice with
greater caution than bie does his virtue. It was thr.:
prailc of a grear Ronan; that Lie had rather be, thas

apprer, ¢ cocd.  But fuch is the weaknefs of I..c:tm,,
that 1 dare fay, he had rather be efleemed irrehigious
than devout. By 1 kuoow not what 1mmpaticnce of
ratlery he is wonderfully fearful of being thougrt
too great a betiever. A bundred Litile devices are
made ute of to hide a tune ﬂf'pri"utr: devorion ;3 and
e will allow vou any fulpicion oi his bemng 1[1 ein-
ployed, {» youdo pnot tax him with being v.r::ll. But
alas ! haw inean i1s ivech a behaviour ! 1o boaft of
virtee 1s a moit ridiculcus way of difappointing the
merit of 1ty but potr fo priful as that of-being a-

[i amed-of 1t.  Flow unhuppy is the wretch who
1z |
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mmalkes the meft abieiute and independent motive of

actien the coule of pl‘:l‘plC\.ltT and incoali: ancy ? How

nuch another figure does Czxhicola make with all
who know him > Flig great and fupericr mind, fre.
quently cialied by the raptures of heav enly I”*tdlt‘i-
tiein. 15 to all bis fieosads ﬂt the f{ame ule a= 1t an

anpel were to appear at the decithion of their dif-
putcs. l‘hcv very cll und:rﬂnnd he 15 2as much

difinzereficd and unbiafied 2s fuch 2 being.  He can-
fiders all applications made to bim, as thofe addref-
fes will affect his own applicatien to Heaven.  All
his deternminatians  are delivered with a beauuful
humility ;3 and he prenounces his deaifions with the
air of one who 1s more frequently a [upplicant than

140

]
a Jru‘t.ﬁgr:. .
I'hus bomble, and bus greas, 15 the man who 1s

moved by pietv, and exalted by devotion,  But be
hold this recommniended by the nmafierly band of a
areat divine 1 have Ieretofore mads bold with.

¢ It 1s fuch a piealure 25 can never cloy or over.
werk the mind ¢ acelight that grows and improves
under thecught and rr.‘lcm on ; and while 1t exercifes,
dees alfo endear ittell to the wind. Al pleafures
that affect the body mult needs wenry, beeaufe they
tranfport ; and all wenlporiation 1s a vielence ; and
no vicleuce can be dnit'ng, but determitres upon the
faivn.g i the fpirits, which are not 2ble to keep up
that beight of motien thar the pleafute of the {enfes
raifes thum to.  And therefore how ey ﬁbly does
an imincderate laughter end ie a {igh, which is only
patu:e’s rcc{-unng ife't after a forie done to it
but the religious pleafie of a w:ll-diiﬁrﬁ:d mind
moves gently, and therciore conftontly, It dees not
cflect by rapture and extafy, but is like the plealuie
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cf henith, greator and Ronger than thofe thar eall up
the {z 11::.. with g.m‘ﬂ: nd more arfecting nupred T1,n~-
No man de*.‘ 15 2s ﬂrﬂng as  Ins appet ttes ) Lz
H:avcn 11:15 corrected the boundicflnels of his volup.
tuous Qelires by fhinting his {ireigihey and contracz-
g bis capacitie-.—"The pleafure of the rehiginus
man :s an cafy and a poriable pleafure, tuch an one

he carries abour i his boafoin, withour zlorming
cither the eye or the envy of the world. A man
putting all his pleafures into this one, is like a tra-
veller putting atl his goods inte one jewel ; thc va-
fue is the fnmc, and the convenience greater.”

SECT. V.,

Advantages of Rewelation absve natural reafon,

—quicquid dignum fapiente banoque cfi.
HDR' Lib- l- EP- 4-‘ li 5-

~IVbat befits the vife and geod, CreEECH.

REL IGION may be confiderca under two general

heads.  The firft comprehends what weare to be-
licve, theother what we aretopractife. By thofe things
which we are to believe, T mean whatever 1s revenls
cd to uc in the holy writings, and which we could
not have obtained the know ledoe by the light of
nature ; by the things which we arc to practife, I
meant all thofe duties to which we are directed by
reafon or natural religion.  The firfl of thefe 1 {hall
ditinguifh by the name of faith, the fecond by that
of morahty.

1f we look into the more ferious part of mankind

13
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we find many who lay fo great a firefs upon faith,
that they ncﬂltﬂ znﬂr..]lty; and many who build fn
much upon n.ural:_}, that they do not pay a duc re-
g'n‘d %o taiths  1'Lic perfedt man (lould be detellive
m neither of thete particulars, as will be very evident
to thole who cern 'E.dcr the benefes which arile from
cach of tL:m, ar.¢ which I fhall make the fubjeét of
thits day’s puper.

Notwithflanding this general divifion of Chriftizn
duty into morality 2nd faith, aud that they have both
therr pccu]inr excellencics, the firft has the pree
cminence in feveral relpeéls.

Firft, Becaufe the greatel part of morality (as I
have {tated the notion of it) 1s of a fixed eternal na-
ture, and will endure when faith fhall fail, and be lofk
1r conviéiion.

Secondly, Becaudfe a perfon may beggualified to co
greater gaod to mankind, and become more bencficial
to the world, by morality without faith, than by faith
without morzhtyv.

Thirdly, Becaule morality gives a greater per-
feClion to human nature, by quicting the mind, mo-
derating the patlions, and advancing the lmppincf& of
every man n s pravate capacity.

Io-.:r:lv{}, Becaufe the rule of morality 1s much
niore certain than that of faiths: all the civilized na-
tions in the world agreacing in the great points of mo-
nhn as much as they differ in thofe of fuith.

Yiftbly, Becaufe infidelity is not of fo malignant
n pature as immorality : or, to put the fame reafon
i another iight, bzcaufle 1t is generally owned there
miay be falvation for a virtuous infidel, (particularly
13 the czfe of invirnable 1gnorance,) but none for a

vic:ots believer.

-
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Sixtbly, Becaufe faith feems to draw its principal,
if ot all its exceliency, from the influence 1t has upon
morality 3 as we fhall fee more at large, 3 we conlider
wherein confifls the excollency ot faith, or thebelief of
revealed rehigion; and this 1 think is,

Firfl, In explaining and carryiig to greater heights
{everal points of morality,

Secondly. 1o furnifhing pew and {irenger motives
to en‘unce the prociice of moralty.

Tlirdly, ln giving us mere armcbie ideas of the
Supreme Being, more endearing notiors of one ano-
thery, 2ud a truer fiate of ourfelves, both tn regard to
the grondeur and vilene{s of our natures,

Feur:bly, By thewing us thie blacknels ard defor-
mity of vice, which, in the Chriftinn {yflan, is {o very
greaty that he who is poflelied of all perfe€livn, and
the {overign Judge of it, is reprefented by leveral of
our divines, as hating {in o the fame degree that he
Jloves the facred perfon who was made the propitiztion
of 1t.

Fiftbly, In being the ordinary and prefcribed me-
thod of making morulity effedlual to fulvatios.

I have only touched on thcle feveral heads, which
cvery one who is converfant 1u difcourfes of this na-
ture will eafily enlarge upon in his own thoughts,
and draw conclufions from them which may be ufeful
to ,him in the conduét of tiis life. Que, I am {ure,
1s {o obvious that hc cannot mifs it, naindy, that a
man cannot be perfect in his fcheme of morality who

i docs not ftrengthen and fupport it with that of the

|
l
L

Chriltian faith. '

Befides this, I f{hall lay down two or three other
maxims, which, I think, we may deduce from what
has been faid.

-

: I 4
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FH‘/?, That we [hould be p"u'd{"l‘lﬂ"l"‘" crutions cof
maling any thing an article of foith wl:ich does 1.0t
contribuze to the confirmation or improvement of mo.
rahity.

Seccnd!y, That no article of faith can be true and
authentic which weakens or {ubverts the practical
p. rt o religion, or what I have hitherto called mora.
Jitn .

Thirdly, That the greatelt friend of morality, or
natural religion. cannot poflibly aporehend any danger
from embracing Chriftianity, as 1t is preferved pure
and uncorrupt in the doctrines of cur. national church.

There is likewife another maoxim, which I think
may bz drawn from the forcgoing confideratiens
which is thic. that we {hould, in all dubious points,
confider any ill coufequrnees that mav arifefrom them,
fupp-fing they {hirunld be erroneous, before we give up
our afient ta them.

For example, in that difputable point of perfecuting
men for canfcience fale, befides the embittering therr
minds with hatred, indignation, and all thewehemence
of refentmen:. and enfharing them o profels what
thev do not belicve, we cut th=m off from the pleafures
and =dventzpes of fociety, ~fil'ct their bodies. diltrefs
their forsunes, hort their repurations, ruin their fami-
Jies, make their lives n-ur'ul cr nuz an end to them.
Sure when I fee fuch dreadful confequences rifing
from a principle, T wenld be as fully convinced of the
truth of it as of 2 mathematical demenftration, before
I would venture to act upon it, or make ita part ef my
religion. -

In this cafe the injury denc our nclghbour is plain
and evident; the principle that puts us upon doing it
of 2 dubicus and difputable nature. Morality feems
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highly vicluted by the ene; and whether or no a
..-....l fcr what a man thinlts the true {yitem of faith
mav juitity 11, 10 very uncertin. 1 cannos b.l.. think,
i our I'L]I""‘ILJH nroduce i 1ty, as well as z=af, 1t will
not be for l]lc.ving ifelf by fuch crucl 1111.4!11.:“ Dut
to0 concluderwith the words of an excellent author,
¢ \We have jult enough religion to make us hate, bue
not chough to make us love one another.” C

The fewer things we want the more e refem Tod.

1T was the eommen bouit of the 1le. :n philofo-

phcrs, that by the efficaey ol thear feveral doctrines
thev msde hueman nature refimble e divine., How
mttch mntaken foever they nneh: be i the f'r:vcml
iweans they propofed fur tive ends it mult be owned
that the delign was greatr and glostouss TUhe finet
vorkis of wnvention and imizination are of very hittle
vweizhit when pat ia the balanee with vhar refinies and
c‘.‘:..Ls the raztonzl mind., Lonomus exeules Homer
very haudfomely: when e favs, the post made his
ards ke men, that e might make his men appear
e the gods.  Dat it mu li be ailowed thiat {everal
ol the ancient philofophers acted ws Cieero wiflie Ho-
mer had done: "n.‘.' cndeavoured ratiizr 1o In:‘.k: men
bl.c 20ds than gods like men,

ﬂrm:d'n*r ro this gencral maxin In phttofophy,
£ 0 of thiew Liave endenvoured o nluce me, i {uch
a {rite of plewfure, or incolence at lealt, as tllu' vainly
imaminsd the he ‘-;1'1 wele of the funteme chg O CON-
Lft 1n. On the other hiand, t]u: molt virtuous fect
of philoforhizrs have created a (huserical wife n maf,
whom ti ev wmede exemint frem pathion and pain, ‘and
thergin 1t cuough to prouounce Linm all-lvficient,

O



134 ADVANTAGES OF REVLLATION

Thits faft character, when divelted of the glare of
human philofophy that furrcunds 1t, OHignifies no more
than that a goad and wile man (hould fo arm himfelf
with patience as rot to yield tamcly to the violence
of pamcn and pain o that he fhould learn {o to fup-
prefs and contract his Celires as to have few wants;
aind . that he fhou.d cherifh fo many virtues m his
foul as to have a perpetval fource of pleafure in hime
felf. - .
1he Chirtftizn rei*gien requires, that after having
framed the belt idea v.c are able of 1he divine nature,
1t [heuld be our next care 1o conforin curlelves to it
as far as cur wrperfettions will permite 1 amght
mention {everal pallages in the facred writings on this
Liead, to which 1 might add maony maxims and wile
f~yings of moral autbors amoug the Grecks and
Romans,

I fhall only inftance a remarkable pafllage to this
purpofc ont of Juhizi’s Cefarse Fheeamperor having
reprefented 2il the Keman emperogs, with Alexander
the Greaty as pafilng i review betore the goas, and
firiving for the fuperniciity, lets them all drop, excep-
t:ng Alnr.a'ldc., Ju].m sefary, Augulius Cafar, Trao
jals Marcus Aurelivs, and Cnmla.m“ . Iiach of
thefe great herces of ant mqurv lays in his claim for

the upper pla,_ : und, I oraer to ity fets forth his
aciions after the mofl aleantnﬂcnus manaer. But the
gods, inftead of being dizzled with the luflre of their
actions, t:nqmrr.,»_ by l\lcrc.u-} , ito the proper moz ive
and governing principle that w.fluenced thiem through-
out the whole feries of their lives and ¢xploits. Alex-
ander tells them tha: his 2 was to conquer; Julius
(zlar, that hic was to gain the h:gbcﬁ pelt 1 his coune

try; Avgullus,togovern well; Trajan, that his was the
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{'ar'u: as that of Alexander, namely, to conquer. The”
queftion at length was put to Marcus Aurelivs, who
replicd with great modefty, that it had always been
his care to imitate the gods.  This conduct fecms to
have gained him the moft votes, and ket place in the
whole affembly. AMlarcus Aurcliu: being afrerwards
aflked to explain himfelf, declares, that by unitating
the oods, he endeavoured to imitate them n the ule
of hiis underflanding, and of all other faculties; and
in particular, that 1t was always his fiudy to have as
few wants as poffible in himiclf, and to do all the good
Lie could to others.

Amoung the many methods by which revealed reli-
giony has advapced moerality, this is one, that it has
g veu us a more jufl and perfect idea of that Being
vLom every raafonable creature ought to imitate.
‘112 ycung man in a Heathen mmcd) might jultify
ins lewdnels by the exawple of Juplter: os indeed
there was fecarce any ciiine that might not be coun-
ter anced by thofe notions of the Deity which pre-
vatled among the common people 1 the Heathen
vworlde  Revealad relipion fets torth a proper object
for 1mitation, in that Being who is the patiern, as
well s the fource, of all {piritual perfedtion.

MWhile we rematm in this lite we are fubjeét to in-
numerable tempiations, which, if Dftened to, will
make ts deviate irom reafon and goednels, the gnly
tihings whereinn we gan imitate the Supreme Being,
In the next life we meet with nothizg to excite our
ivclinations that deth not deferve them. 1 {hall there-
fore difmifs my reader with this maxim, viz., ¢ Qur
Lappinefs in this world preceeds from the fuppreffion
of our defires, but m the next world from the gratifi-
cation of shem”

16
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—Onis entm wirrutem amplecitsur ipfam,

Pr::mf,z_ﬁ tollas ? , Juv. Sat. x. Ie 121,
For who would virtue, for herfelf, regard, .

Or wed, without the portion of reward? Dgrypex.

'IT is ufural with polemical writers to object ill defizas
. o therr adverlariez. This turns their argunment
1to futire, which, infltezd cof fhewing an error in the
Undurﬂandiug, tends anly to expoie tiie morals of
thofe they wiite againfte 1 {hall not uct afrer this
manner with relpzce o the freetinnkerse Virtue, and
the hanpirels of fucicty, are the great ends which all
men oualis to prumote, and fome of that fect woull
be thouglht to have at heart above the reft of mankind.
But fuppofing thule who malie that profeflion to carry
cn 1 good dedign 1 the limplicity of their hearts, and
according o the'r beft knowiedge, yet 1t s much to
bs feared thofe well-muezaning {ouls, while they endea-
vourzd to recommend virtue, have n reality been
advancing the interclds. of vice, which, 2s I take to
procced from their ignorance of human pature. we
may hope, when thev brecone fenlible of their miftake,
they will, in cunfequence of that beneficent principle
they pretend to act upon, reform their practice for the

future,

T'he fages, whom 1 havein my eve. fpeak ol virtue
as the moft amiable thing in the world; but at the
fame time that they extol her beauty, they take care
to Ieffen her portion. Such innocent creatures are
they, and {o great ftrangers to the world, that they
think this a likely method to ingreale the nuinbsr of

her admirers,
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Virtue has in herfelf the moft engaging <harms;
and Chnftianity as 1t places her in the ﬁrongc& hght,
and adorned with all her native -ttmctluns, {o 1t
kindles a new fire in the foul, by adding to them the
anutterable rewards whichh attend her votaries in an
cterrnal ftate.  Or, if there are men of 2 {aturnine and
ard heavy complexion, who are not ealily lifted up
by hope, there is the profpect of everlafting pumﬂu rent
to agitate their fouls, and irighten _thr:m into the
praflice of virtue, and an averfion from vice.

Whereas your fober tree-thinkers tedl you that
virtue indeed 1s beautiful, and vice deformed ;3 the
former defeives vour love, and the latter your ablior-
rence : but then it s for their own fake, or on accouns
of the gauJ and evil which nLnmeoiately attend them,
and are’infeparable from thieir refpective natures. As
for the immortality of tiwe foul, or ciernal punifhe
ments and rewards, tholfe are openly ridiculed, or

cdered fufpicioys by the moft fly znd laboured ar-
tifice.

I will not fay thefe mz=n aél treacheroufly in the
caufe of virtve : but will 2ny one deny thar they a8
foolifhily who pretend to advance the mnterefis of it
by deliroying or weakening the Rrongell motives to
1ty which are accommodated to all capacities, and fit-
ted to work on all difpofitions, and enforcing thofe
alone which can affe€t only a gencrous and exalted
ming ? \
Surcly they muft be deftitute of paflion themfelves,
and unacquainted with the force it hath on the minds
of others, who can imagtine that the mere beauty of
fort'tud:, temperance, and juﬂlcc, 1s {ufficient to {uf-
tain-the mind of man in a fevere courfs of fclf-denial
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againft all the tcmptatlons of prelent profit and fen.
fuality ’

It is my opinion, the free-thinkers fhould be treated
as a {et of poor ignorant creatures, that have net fenfe
to difcover the excellency of religion: it being evident
thofc men are no witches ; nor hikely to be guilty of
any dezp defign, who proclaim aloud to the world
that they have lefs motives of honelty than the reft
of their fellow fubjects; who have all the induce-
ments to the exercife of any virtue which u free-thinker
can poilibly bave; and befides, the ¢xpedtation of
never-enaing happuiefs or milery, as thie confequence
ol their chotce.

Are not men adivated by their paflions? and are
not Fope and fear the moflt powerful of cur paflions?
arnd a1e there any objects which can roufe and awalen
our hopes and fears lhike thofe profpeéis that warm
and penetrate the heart of a Chriftian, but are no:
regatded by a free-thinker? -

It s not only a clear puine, that a Chnftian breaks
througlh {lronger engagements whenever he furrenders
himielf to commat a cimmanal adtion, and 15 flung with
a fharper remorle after 1t than a free-tlnnker: but it
fhould even feomm that a man who bcelieves no future
flatevwould zct icuhﬂxpnrt in being thoroughly honcdt.
Yor what reafon is there why fuch a one fhould poﬂ-
pone his own private intercit or pleafure to the doing
Liis duty ? If a Chriftian foregoes lome prefent advan-
tage for the fake of his confcience, he alts accounta-
bly, becanfe it 1s with the view of gaining fome greater
future pood. But he that, having no fuch view,
fhould yet confcientioufly deny himfclfa prefent good,

m any incident where he may fave appearance, is al

-
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topether as ftupid as he that would cruft him at fuch
a juncture.

it will perhaps be {aid, that virtue is her own re-
ward; that a natural gratification attends good actions,
which is alone {ufficient to excite men to the perfor-
manze of them. But although there is nothing more
Jovely than virtue, and the practice of it is the {urell
way to folid natural happinels even in this bife : ye:
titles, citates, and fantaltical pleafures are more ardenza
iv fought after by moft men than the natural grauifi-
caziens of a reafonable mind; aud 12 cannot be denied
thies virtue and imnocence are not alway s the readicit
mezhods to attair that fert of h'lpp'm:fs B:ﬁd:s,
the fumes of paflions muft be allayz3d, and reafon mutit
burn brighter than ordinary, to ehable mien to =z and
1clifh all the native beaunties and deligiies of a virtoous
Life,  And thongh we fhould grant our free-thiukers
10 be a fet of refined {pirits capuble only of being
chamoured of virtue, yet what would become of thc
bulk of mankind, who have grofs undezrftandings, but
lively fenfes and ftrong paflions? \What 2 deluge of
luflty, and {raud, and violence, would, in a little itme,
overflow the whole nation, if, thelc wile advocates
for n.nrnh:} were univerfally hearkened to? Lallly,
opportunitics do fometimes offery 1n which a man may
wickedly make his fortune, or indul Ige a p]cafurc,
without fear of tempaoral damage, cither w reputation,
Lealth, or fortune.  In fuch caﬁ:s, what reftraine do
they Jic under who have no regards beyond the grave!?
the inward compunétions of a wicked, as well as the
joys of an vpright mind, bcing graftcd on the fenfe
of anotlicr iiate.

The thoughs that our exiflence terminates with

this hic deth naturally check the foul in any gencrous

F
#

-
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purfuit, contract her views, and fix them on temporary
and felath endss It dethirones the reafon, extinguifhes
all noble and heroic fentiments, and fubjects the mind
to the {lavery of every prefent paifion.  The wile
Heathens of antiguity were not ignorant of this;
hence they endeavoured, by fables and cn'ﬁjcé‘urc:,
and the ghimmeaings of nature, to poflels the minas
of men with the beliet of a future flate, which has
been fince brought to light by the gefpel, and 1s now
moft inconfiitently deeried by a few weak men, who
weuld have wvs beiteve that they promote vinwe Ly
turmng rehgion mmto ridicule,

B =,

Sicns agitat molens Irg. o viw o727

+

God a&tuates tli: univerfil frame.

O onc who regards :hmgs with a philolophiceal
cye, ond hash a {u capuble of being (":n, liced
with the fenfe that truch ond eru ledge prevaii aimong
men, 1t mult be a grateiul seficction to tiank that the
fublimelt truths which among the EHeathens, anly
here and there, one ot briahter parts, and more letfure
than nrdm:lr}, could attain to, are now grown fonnlhiar
to the meancft inhabitanis of thele nations
Whience came this furpriiing change, th"t regions
formerly inhabited by ignorant and {svage peaple
fhould now outfliine ancient Greece. 2ud theé other
caltern countries, {o renowned of old, 11 the maoft ele-
vated notions of theology and mnral'::.}'? It 1s the
effe€t of our own parts and induftry ?: Fave our come-
mon mechanics more rcfined und:.rﬂand:..ga than the
ancient philofophers? Itis owing to the Ged of truth,
who came down frem heavén, and condefcended to be

.
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Lims{elf our teacher.. It s 2s we are Chriftians, that
we prefels mere exceclleat and divine truths than the
reit of 1mankind. _

If there be any of the free-thinkers who are not
dircét Aibeills, charity world incline onc to believe
them ignorant of what is here advanceds.  Aud it is
for their wformation that I write this paper; the
defign of which is to compare the 1deas that Chriftians
entertain of the being and attributes of a God, with
the grofs notions of the Heathen world.  Is it poflible
for the mind of man to conceive a more auguft idea
of the Deity than is fet forth in the holy feriptures?
I fhall throw together {mine puflages relating to this
{ubject, which 1 propofe only, as philofophical fenti-
ments. to be confidered by a free-thinker.

“ Though therc be that are called gods, yet to us”
there 1= but one God. He made the heaven, and
Iraven of heavens, wath all their hoft; the earth, and
zl} things that arc thereins the feas, and all that is

~therein. He 123d, let them be, and 1t was {o. He
hod firetched forth the heavens. He hath founded
the carth, and bung 1t upon nothing. He hath [hut
up the {ea with doours, and {aid, hitherto fhalt thioun
come, and no further; and here fhall thy proud waves
be flayed. The Lord 15 an mvifible fpirit, in whom
we live, and move, and have our being. He is the
fcuntain of life.  He preferveth man and bealt. Heé
giveth foed to all flefhe In his hand i1s the foul of
cvery living thing, and the breath of all mankind.
The Lord maketh poor, and maketh rich. | He bring-
cth low, a=nd lifteth up. He killeth, and maketh
alive. He woundeth, and healeths By him' kings
reign, and princes decree juftice; and not a fparrow
falleth to the ground without him. All angels,

™
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authorities. and powers, are fubject to him. He ap-
pointeth the moon for {eafons, and the fun knoweth
his going down. He thundereth with his votcee,
and directeth it under the whole hicaven, and his ligh:-
nipgs unto the ettl of the earth  Fire and hail, {now
znd vapnur, wind and ftorm. {folfi) s word. The
Lord 1s King for ever and ever, and his dominion 1s
an everlafling deminion. The earth and the heavens
fhall perith; but thou, O Lord! remaineft. They all
fhz21l wax old as doth a garment, and as a vefiure
fhalt thou fold them up and they fhall be changed ;
but thou art the fame, and thy years (hall have vo
end. God is pericet in knowledge; his underfltanding
1s infanites  He is the Father of lights. He looketh
to tlie ends of the carth, and feeth under the whole
Leaven. The Lord beholdeth all the children of men
from the place of his habitation. and confidereth 2ll
their works. He knoweth our down-fitting and up-
rilings He compafleth our path, and counteth our
{teps. Ilc isacquainted with all our ways; and when
we enter our clofet) and {hut our deor, Lc {eeth us.
He knoweth the things that come into our mind,
every one of themi: and no thought can be with-holden
from him. The Lord is good to all, and his tender
mecrcies are over all his workse  He 15 a father of the
atherlefs, and a Judge of the widow. He 15 the
God of peace, the Father of mercies, and the God cf
all comtort and confolation. The Lord ic great, and
we know him not; his greatnefs 1s un{earchable. Who
but he hath meafured the waters in the hollow of his
hand, and meted out the heavens with a {fpan? Thine,
O Lord; is the greatnefs, and the power, and the
glory, and the vitory, and the majeflty, Thou art
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ViTY greas, thou art clothed with hgnnur, HC:IVCII
5 thy throne, znd the carth is thy footftool.”

Cin the mind of a philofeplier rife to a mare juft
ard magnificents and at the fame time, 2 more ami-
2b'e 1den of thie Diety, than s here fer forth i the
tregeflt imoges and moft cmnphatical languzage # and
yet this 1z the language of fhepherds and filhermen.
The illiterate Jews and poor perfecuted Chriflians re-
tained thefe ncble fentiments, while the polite and
powerful nations of the curth were given up to thst
!'I'nttiﬂl fort of worfhip of which the {following clegant
defeription 15 extraCted from one of the infpired wri-
ere.

“ Who hath forrm=d e god, or molten an image
":,h:lr 1s profitable for nothing ¢ The finith with the
tongs both worketh in the coals, apd fafhioneth it
with hammers, and worketh it with the {ircpgth of
his arms 3 yea he is bungry and his ftrength faileth.
He drinketlt no water and 1s faint, A man planteth
an afly, and the rain doth nouritfth 1t.  He burneth.
ars thereof in the firee He roaflteth roaflt., 13-
warmeth him{elf. And the refidue therecof he mak-
eth a god. He falleth down unto it, and worthip-
peth 1t, and prayeth unto it, and faith, Dzliver me;
for thou art my god. None confidereth in lis heart,
I have burnt part of it in the fire, yea alfo, I have
baked bread upon the coals thercof: I have roafted
ey and eaten 122 and fhall I make the refidue therc-

ot an abomination ? fhall I fall down to the {tock of
atree ! | ‘

In {uch circumftances as thefe, for a man to declare
for free-thinking, and difengage himfelf from the
yoke of idolatry, were doing honour to human na-

ture, and a work well becoming the gieat afferters of
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reafon. But in 2 churchy where our adoration is
directed to the fupreme Belng, and (to (ay the leail)
where s nothing cither . in the objeét or manner cof
worlhip that contradifls the light of nature, there,
under tihe pretence of free-thinking, to ratl at the re.
Jigious inflitvtions of their country, fhew cth an un-
dlﬂnlgm{]nnn genius that miflakes oppofition for free.
dom of thought. And, indeed, notwithftanding the
pretences of fome fzvr among our free-thinliers, 1 can
hardly think there are mes fo Bupid and inconfiflen:
with themfz!ves as to have a ferions regard {for natu.
ral religion, and at the fame time ufe their utmolt en.
deavours =0 deftroy the credit of thofe facred writings,
which as they have been_the means «f bringing thele
parts of the world to the knowiedge of natoral reli-
gion, fo in cafe they lofe their nur.hnntv over the
minds of men, we fhould of courfe fink into the fame
idnlatry which we fee praétifed by other unenlighten-

ed nations.
If a perfon who exerts himfelf in the modern way

of free-thinking, be not a ftupid idolater, it i1s unde-

niable, that he contributes all he can to ths making

other men fo, either Ly ignorance or delign ; which
lays him under the difemma, 1 will not fay of being
a fool or knave, but of incurring the contempt or

detcflation of magkind.
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SECT. VI.
Excellency of tbe Chrifiian Inflitution.

Apissima queque dabunt diz
Charisr estillis bomo, quam fibi—Juv. S.10l. 349.

| The gods will grant

| i'bat their uncrring wifdom fees thee wwant:
Iu gocducefs, as in greainefs they excel ;

Ab that «we low’d curfelves bur balf o awell!

DRYDEX.

T IT is owing to pride, and a fecret affedtation ot a
} A certain felf exiftence, that the nobleft motive for
actron that ever was propofed to. man, 1S IOt aCe
l;ncwft:dgr:d the glory and Loppinels of their being.
TT:c heurt is treacherous to itfelfy and we do not lct
our refleétions go deep enough to recetve religion as
' the moeft honourable incentive to good and worthy
- ectionse It is cur matural weaknels, to flatter our-
felves into a belief, that if we feargh into cur inmoft
thoughts, we find cuifelses wholly difinterefied, and
divefted of any views arifing from {eli-love and vain
glory. But however {pirits cf {uperficial greatnefs
may difdain at firlt fight to do any thing, but trom
a2 noble impulfe in themicives, without any {uturere-
gards in this or another being : upon [indter nquiry
they will find, to a&t worthily and expuét 1o be sc-

varded only in another world, 1s as licruic a pitch of

virtue as human npature can arrive at. 1f the tenor

of our adtions have auy other motive, than the delire
to be plealing in the cye of the Deity, 1t will necel-
forily follow that we mult be more than men, 1t we
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are not too much exalted in profperity, and depreld
in adverficy ; but the Christian world has a leader,
the ccntemplation of whafe life ana fuflerings mult
adminifter comnfort in affliction, while the {enie cf by
power and omnipotence mult give theam’ bhumiliation
in profp:rh}.

It is owing to the forbidden and unlovely confiraim
with which men of low conceptions act when they
think they conform themfrlves to religion, as weil a
to the more odious conduét of hypocrites, that the
word Chriftian does not carry with 1t, at firlt view,
all that is great, worthy, fricndly, gencrous, and he
roic. 1T'he man who fufpends his hopes of the reward
of worthy a&ions till after death, who can beltov
unfeen, who can overiook hatred, do good 1o his{lzn.
derer, who can never be angry at his friend, never :c.
veungeful to his enemy, 1s c:r..:unh formed for ti.®
nefiz ot fociety ; yet thefeare fo far trom hr:rmc vife
tues, that th:} are but the ordinary duties «f 2
Chiriftian,

When a man with 2 {tezdy faith, looks back cn
the great cataltrophe of thiz day, with what blecding
emotions of heart muflt hie contemplate the itle and
fufferings of his Deliverer? YWhen his agotnizs eccur
to him, how will he weep o reflecy that hie has olic
forgot them fogr the glance of a wan:on, for she gz
plnuﬁ: of a vailn world, for an h:.:::p cf h::t:"mb p:uf
pieafures, which are at prefent aking forrows !

How plealing 1s the contemplztion of the lowly
ftcps our Almighty Leader ook in conducting us o
his heavenly mautious ! In plain and apz parable, ii-
militude, and allegory, our great Malter enforced tae
doélrine of our falvation; but tlicy of his acquaint
ance, inflead of rcc:mng what they could pot cp-
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pofe, were offended at the preflumption of being wifer
than they : they could not raile their hittle ideas a-
bove the confideration of him, in thofe circumilances
familiar to them, or conceive that he who appeared
not more territble or pompous, fhould have any thing
more exalted than tliem{elves ; he 1n that place there-
fore would not longer ineffectuully exert a power
which was incapable of conquering the prepoflefiion
of their narrow and mean conceprions.

Multitudes followed him, and brought him the
dumb, the blind, the {ick, and maimed ; whom when
their Creator had touched, with a fecond life they
{aw, fpoke, leaped, and ran. In affection to him, and
admiration of his actions, the crowd could not leave
him, but waited near him till they were almoft as
faint and helplefs as others they brought for {uccour.
He had compaflion on them, and by a miracle {uppli-
ed themr neceflities. Oh! the ceftatic entertainment,
when they could behold their food 1mmediately in-
creafle "to the diftributer’s hand, and fee thcir God in
petfon feeding and refrefhing his creatures! Ob en-
vied llapptncfs. But why do I fay envied? asif our
God did not {till prefide over our temperate meals,
cheartul hours, and tnnocent conver{ations.

But though the facred ftory is every where full of
miracles not inferior to this, and thuufrh in the midft
of thofe acts of divinity he never gave the leall hint
of a deflign to become a fecular Prince, yet had not
hitherto the apoftles thenfelves any other hopes than
of worldly power, preferment, riches and pomp ; for
Peter, upon an accident of ambition among the a-
poftles, hearing his Malter explain that his kingdom
was not of this world, was {o fcandulized, that.he,

whom he had {o long followed, thould {uffer the ig-
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nominy, fhame, and death which he foretold, thas ha
took him afide, and f{aid, < Be it far from thes,
Lord! this fhall not be unto thee :?? for which he
fuffered a {evere reprehenfion from his Mafter, as ha-
ving 1 his view the glory of man rather than tha:
of God.

The great change of things began to draw near,
when the Lord of nature thought fit as a Saviour and
Deliverer to make his public entry into Jerufalem
with more than the power of joy, but nenc of the
oftentation and pomp of a triumph ; he came humbls,
meek, and lowly ; with an unfelt new extaly, mul-

titudes ftrewed his way with garments and olive

branches, crying with loud gladuefs and acclamation,
¢ Hofannah to the {on of Dawvid, blefled 1s he that
comeih 1n the name of the Lord I"? At this grea:
King’s acceffion 1o bis throne, men were not enno-
bled, but faved ; crimes were not remitted, but fins
forgiven; he did not beftow medals, honours, favours,
but health,. joy, fight, focechs The firll object the
bhnd cver {aw, was the author of fight; wihile the
Iame ran before, and the dumnb repeated the Hofan.
nah. Thus attended, he entered into his own houfe,
the facred temple, and, by his divine authority, ex-
pelled traders and worldlings that profaned it; and
thus did he, for a time, ufe a grear and delpotic
_power, to let upbelievers underftand, that 12 was not
want of; but {uperiority. ro, all worldly dom:nion,
that made him not exert it. Buotis this then the Sa-
viour? 1s this the Deliverer ¢ {hall this oblcure Naza-
rene command Ifracl, and {it on the throne of David?
Their proud and difeainful kearts, which were petri-
fied with the Jove and pride of this world, werc im-
'I:Jrc"*n:tblc to the rccqptmn of fo mc:m a btn:factur,
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and were new encugh exafpernted with benelits to
confpire his death., Qur Lord was f{enfible of ther
deflizn, and prepared his difciples for it, by recount-
ing to them now moere ciftinétly what fiiould befal
him ; bot Perer, with an ungrounded rcflolution,
and in a flufh of temper, made a fanguine protefta-
tion, that though all men were offended in him, yet
would not he be offended. 1t was a great article of
our Saviour’s bufinefs in the world. to bring us to a
{enfe of our inability, without Goa’s affiltance, to
do any thing great or good ; be therefore told Pe-
ter, who thought fo well of his courage and fdelity,
thas they would both fail him, and even he fhould
deny him thrice thag-very mght.

¢ But what heart can conceive, what tongue utter
the fequel 7 Who 1s that yonder buffeted, mocked
and {purned ¢ Whom do they.drag thike a felon?
Whitker do they carry my Lord, my King, my
Saviour, and my God ? And will e dic to expiate
thofe very injuries 2 Sce where they have nailed the
Lord and Giver of life I how his wounds blacken,
his body writhes, and heart heaves with pity and-
with agouy ! Oh Almighty Suffertr ! look down,
look aown from thy triumphant mfamy lo, he in-
clines his head to his facred bofom ! hark, he groans!
fce, he'expires! The earth trembles, the temple rends,
the rocls burll, the dead arife : which are the quick 2
which are the dead ! Sure nature, all nature is de-
parting with her Creator.” £y

F'to inform the underfltanding, and repulate the
will, is the moft lafting and diffufive benefit, there
will not be found {o ufeful and excellent an i1nfti-
tution as that of the Chriftian pricthood wrlich
‘13 now bzcome the fcorn of fools. 7That a nume-

X
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recus order of men [lieuld be confecrated to the fudy
of the mefll fublime ard bencéicial truths, with a de.
figzn to piopagate them by their difcourfes and writ
ings, 1o inforin their fellow-creatures of the bemg and
attributes of the Deity, to poflels their minds with
the fenfe of 2 future flate, and not only tb explan
the nature of every virtue and moral duty, buz hke.
wile to perfuade mankind to the praciice of them by
the molt powertul and enpaging motives, 1s a thing
fo cxccllent and neceffary to the well-bemmg of <he
world, that no bedy but a modern free-thinker could
have the foreiiead or folly to turn it mto ridicule.
The lighs in which thefe points [hould be expofed
to the view of cone who is prejudiced agamit the
names, religion, church, priclty and the like, 15, 20
confider the clergy as fo many p'nlolophers, the

churches as fctonls, and their fermons as Jectures,
n and improvement of -the audience, .

for the informatio
How wouli the neart of Socrates or Tully have

rejoiced, had they lived in a nation, where the law
had made proviiion for philofophers to read Jectures
of morzlity and thelopy every feventh day, m feve-
ral thoufands of fchools cre@ed a1t the public charge
threugheut the whole country, at which leétures all
ranks and fexes without diftinction. were obliged to
be prefent for their general improvement ¢ And wkat
wicked wretches would they ‘think thole men, who
{liould endcavour to defeat the purpofe of fo divine

an inflicution ?
It is indeed ufual with that low tribe of writers,

to pretend their defign is only to reform the church,
and expofe the vices ard not the order of the clergy:.

The auther of a pamphlet printed the other day,
(which, without my mentioning the title, will on
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this oncalion, occur to the thoughts of thole wio
Lave read i) hopes to itfinuate by that artitice what
ke 1z alradd or afhzmed openly to mawramm.  But
there 2re two points which clearly  fhew wihar it is
Le siss at. The firlt 15, thiat he conftantly ufes the
word pricft 1n fuch a mannery, as that liis reader can-
n