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s E R Li O N) &C.,

&G ENESIS goth Chap. 20th Ver.

12 But a5 for you, ye thought evil againft me, but GOD
"™ ameant it unto good, 1o bring to pafs, &s it s 1bis
day, to [ave much psople alive."’ |

HE ftory with which the text is conne&ed,

. is one of the moft affeCting tales to be
l found en facred regcord. Taken in all its
circamftances, it is beyond a parallel. It

contains fuch a number of furprifing incidents, and all,
at laft, fo overruled by the providence of God, for the
good of the eaftarn world, that it is not only one of
the moft entertaining, but alio the moft infrussve
picces of hiftory. It gives an illufirious cbarader to
Jehovah, as a being of fuch {ublime perfetions, that
the moft unpromifing events are, by him, made fub-
fervient to his own glory, and the good of his jeuple.
Bs tcaches the malignaicy of the paflioss of envy and
; ol I T T atred
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hatred onthe one hand, and the fBremgth of gatarel
affelion on the ether ; and when thefe are fet in con-
sraff, as in the cale of Jofeph aad his brethren ; whea
the events are /o unexpe@ed, /o interefting, and at laft
terminate /o well, the ftory becomes foe impaflioned
to be read with ftoical ixfenfibility., A man of fexts-
ment and of piety can never read it with an uwaffeed
' eart, or with eyes anfaffufed with tears.—Frem it
w- farther learn that guile is fearful and fulpicious.—
"Thus, the brethren of Joleph, are under fearfui ap-
prehenfions (fince their father was dead, who was the
centre of union,) lett Jeofeph, mow in power, fhould
take deferved vengeance upon sbem who had defigned,
and reslly, for a time, brought him into moft unhap-
py circumfiances. From thefe fufpicions they fent
meflengers to him, informing that ic was the dying
injun&ion of their common parent, that they fhould
€oofefs their faulr, and afk forgivenefs; hopin
from the benignity of his difpofition, that he woull
in eonfequence theresf, reftore them to his favor.—
They were not miftaken. The injured brother, al-
ways genercus, humane and god-like, moft heartily
forgave them, afligning this particular reafon for h:
gondud, *¢ vou thought cvil agaiaft me, but G
meant it for good,” &e,

The occurrence to which my text alludes, has 4
mear affinity, in its crizin and final iffue, to the tragical
event, which eight years ago took place in 2his town,
deftined, by divine providence, to be the ftage on
which a moflt mimorable 1cene was afted. TYhe
inftanees are nnt, indeed, in all refpelis, parallel ;
and who ¢ould expett to find, even in the bible, that
copious book, an inltanice exadlly fimilar to thas which
tben happened in this place ; which ulered in the
vdmezjcan war, ang gave 1ife to (hs aqnijlcriary,whi;h

R J
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has been fo svaribily condu@ed and Jamdebly cuntdy
gucd to 7bis day. ©®

Were we to :race the fimilitude, it would be no
difficult matter to point out 2 ftriking cxe in feveral
partieulars, though ret in ali. It muft be confefled
there are fome diicrepant circumftances. Thus, a fin-
gle family was concerned in the banithment of Jofeph
whereas, a whole nation meditated the fubjugation ot
ruin of the American States.

In the cafe of Jofeph no murder was committed,
though originally intended ; but murder has been pers
petrated bere, with every circumftance of cruel barba-
rity.—In thefe two inftances they differ, but agree in
many others.

Jofeph’s brethren through fear of his future exalta-
tion and aggrandifement, firft intended to murder,
and afterwards fold him into Egypt. Envy was the
woving caufe.  And what greatly different excited the
Lritith king and his parliameat to meditate and ftirup
againft us, a fevere civil war of ncar cight years conti-

auance ?

- >—

* As hoftilities firk began in the town of Lexingron, it was
thought proper by the worthy and patrictic miniiter of that
place, with the entire approbaticn and concurrence of his ref-
pefted hearers, to inftituts a folema annual commemoration
of that important event ; on which the mi/itia bas been un-
derarms, military exercifes perfcrmed, and a fermon preached
to cronded aunditories, The whole has been condu@ed with
great decorum, and to univerfal acceptance. The Rev. Mc,
Llark preached the firll fermon, in which is contained a par.
ticular marrative of the whole tranfa®ion ; Mr. Cecke, of
Cambridge, the next ; then Mr. Cufiing, of Waltham ; Mr,
Hesdward, cf Wekon ; Mr. Morrsll, of Wilmingtea ; Ms;
Gummings, of Billerion; and Mr, Payfon, of Chelfoa, ‘
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nuanee ? They were jealous we thould one day revolt,
become indepencent flates, and rife to liberties fuperior
to their own.

The elder brethrenof the family meditated 2is ruin 5
and who but eur elder brethren attempted to defpoil
us of our liberties, ard reduce vsto a fate of vaflalage?
Agsin, Jacob’s fons advanced Jofeph to bomsr and
giflin&icn, by the very means they macde ufe cf, to
Lamiie, deprefs or geftroy Lim.  Soin the prefent cale,
the meatures made ufc of by Lritasns to anflave the ine
habitants of thiz country, have accelerated their inds~
pendercy, feversignty and bener.  Farther, as the great
Jehovah overruled the maiice and exvy of Fofeph's
brethien for the good of the wha!s family and Jewith
nation ; {o the svprecedentzd mafJacre of this day, and
the fubfequent ravages of the Britifh troops, through
the country, though ¢ meant by them fer cvil, yet
the great Jehovah has overruled for good,” not only
to ¢bis and the United States of America, but alfo to
fome cther kirgdems of the world ' And may I not
add, that fince the caufes were fo fimilar, and the ef~
fets alfo, 2we in this country ought to refolveas Jo-
feph did, not /2 to remember the injury done and de-
figred, as to il] treat or forbear als of kindnefs te
the people of Britain 5 from whom our anceftors de-
fcended, to whom we are conf quentiv related, and
with whem we fymbolize in refigics, language und
IRtes.

Beferz we precesd to poict cut the happy efiedts of
the war it corcluded, to this and otber parss of the

worle, 1y te preper to nake fome fricsurcs on
the ¢ “tv: e that is held {orth by the teat,

¥ hs
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Ttis and fesme fimilar pajages of feripture have
been mucu guoted of late bv a cerrsin new and up/?.zrt
fact t prove that God 15 the efici~st eaule of fin.—

I fuppo:t of tiiis novel dodirine, they quote not only
mv {ex, out fuch paflages as the foilowing—*< I forms
the liztt and -reaie darbfc/r I make peace and create
evsi; T the Lord do all ihe things’ . And again 3
S Is there eilintbe city;and 1bc La*a bath not dene 14 ¢
Thefe pa“af*c" methinks, are greatly wrefted. . Fot‘
they refer not to msrsl but to ramml and penal evily
as las been the confeflion of the wi/z and fearmed i
former accs, a very few only excepted.  They are
now preifed into the fervice of a pariicular fed, who
would maxe the wondering worid believe,y that they
are the authors of ncw difcoveries, and have unraveled,
a difficuity which has nonplufad ths brigheft geriutes
in former and iatier times ! Bur, price aparty; who
conld fuppofe that the avove-mentioned paflages coun=
tenance any fuch fentiment ? a featiment repugnant
to the moral charaler of the Deity, which fubverts the
order of nature, and makes an hely GO D very like
to his grand anragonift, the Devil | To {uppefe that
GO D cannot efieit his defigns without bringing fim
vpoa the flaze, «r influer “ag moral agents to the
perpetraiion of iz, is to imagine that ali powerfal and
serfet Leing to be weax ard | impotent, and altogeg
ther fuch an ore #s curfeives !

It is true, the great ,cbo vab has certain pmns of
providerce wiich he carries on, aud never wants
weans to cfe@®. DBut is it not contrary to the true
weaning of Sc:if):ou, and the comzon fenfe of man-
Xind, to affert that he 1s the fﬂmem cauie of 4n, andk
that he influences men to ecmmit it, in order (o ¢{feéh
his dcﬁgrs ¢ There 13 no need of this 3 for if good
e be brought wbout by the wxrndncfs of mcrv,

thgee
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there is forever a (uificient number of moral, free agenta,
who, prompted by the devil, and their own hearts
lofts, are ready to do that, which under the fuyena-
teading providenes of God, is everruled and finally
terminates, either to the gemers/ gecd of the fyftem, ot
to a parsicular part of it.

The brethren of Jofeph, filled with envy and ambi-
tion, couid not brook his dreams, nor bear his party-
colour’d coat y and therefore coneeived a defign to
murder, or fome way get rid of him : But the great
GO D, buewsn unto whom are 6!l bis werks, from the
beginning of the woridy whafe counfe] hall fand, and
who will do all bis pleafure, made thefe fame pafTions
fubfervient to his particular purpofe. They intended
to gratify their ralice, but K¢ to indulge his bound-
lefs philanthropy and benevolence. Now 1 would
afk. Is there not a mighty difference between G O D’s
permitting thele brethrem the gratification of their
hearts dcfire, and governing it to the public good, and
his being the ¢fficiens caute of their behavior? The
lattar opinion makes men machines ; the former is
confiftent with that frcedem which is #ffexsial to ra-
soral deings—to moml ageats.

I have cbierved, that GOD hat general plars of
providence, which be is ever carrying into execution,
and which he fome times accomplifbes chrough the
lafts and paffions of sien.—[ will mention a few in-
fances out of very many.—It was the will of teaven
that a feven years drought fhould come npon tne
gafoerm world, and that the pulteiity of Abrakem, then
in Canaan, thould be prefrrved from the fawi influ-
ence ot it,  This could not Le berter «ffected, 1n the
tommon courfe of things, than hy having 2 pruenr
wuw of thar ewn nuniber kent Lfic thep intcEgvss,

rhae
T ¢
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vhat garden of the wotld, who. havfng 4 forefight <f
the impending fcarcity and through a2 vsriety of ad-
vetfe fortune, being railed to diffinSisn and }\cs:.er,
fhould caufe the ereftion of granaries, by itures feze
fonably accumulated in wmch the pferiiy ot Facod,
s well as others, fhould te prefesved from the fad
confequences of a fevsre and lovg contimied feareisy:
This {cheme was exeeuted By the malice and envy af
Jacob’s fors, who fold their brother with no other
view than to bz rid of his pretended, haughty and in-
perious temper. Now, through whofe eticieacy was
this barbarous banithment brought about 7 Gouc’s ? of
Satan's I Let fcripture and cominon f{enfe deaide,

Indeed, fome perfons pretend that God influzaces to
the ops operatum, to the outward adlion, bur not t6
the fiatulnels of it. This appears to me, & lame ac-
count of the matter. It will not quadri'e wiih the
exfe referred /o in the text. How can we, in t hat 1n-
ftance, feparate the aftion from the ebliquity of it ¢
To kili, or to banih perfons, under fome circy.mftan-
ees, 16 & virtuous a®ion, a laudal'e deed, whea they
have forfested cheir lives or mersted exile.  But Lievw ca:
the fame be dons to innocent perfons without Fuilt ?
And if there was guilt, to whom is it re he tmg uied ¢
To Ged, or to Jacob’s foas ? Let God be kuly, Lut
every man & finner.

In alter ages, the Jews were to b= r»dccﬂ'ff. from,
Egypt by an out ftrerched =rm. T ¢ grea ;o Huvah,
in that idoiatrous couatry, and emporsam of the v Ly
chofe to difplay his wonderful w E e, 30 (a8 OF u!cm.
{fuperiority to the talfe gods of the Fleatiica. Nathing
gave e greater fcope for thir,rhan the obiv.aacy c t Fas-
vash, the reianing prince, whu refticd (o el the unl
diza ef Jreel go out ef his deminivas, tl} the maft
R ?: qﬁ}fm JY"




[ 12 1

afonifbing judgments wete fent, and miracles wrocght
in the land of Ham ! But we arc not from hence to
conclude tht God by his efficieney procuced this pra-
. vity of difpofition, in the Egygfias king. All that
was neceflary, was to raife to the threne, and caufe to
fland there a certain man, whofe avarice, am‘\mon and
tyranny prompted him to detain the poflerity of Ifrae!
12 his kmgdom, tll Jehovah dcmangmcd h’zmi’clf to
be the true Ged of the univerfe.  The:e is one ob-
;\cuau t this account of the matter : the {ciipture af-
{2rts, in dire® and  pofitive | terms, that Ged bardened
harsel’s heart,” Tt alfo fays in other places. thac be
}iraewed bis cwn beart ; vothing more, therefore, can
Te. "omb§ be intended: thereby, than that God permitted
him to fohow the evil dlfpoﬁuons of his heart, Jeft him
expcied to the temptations of the world and the devil,
tock from him kis holy fpirit, and brougbt hun into
fuch tnials, as meeting with a perverfe temyer, render-
ed it more fo ;5 not that he ufed any peﬁuvc influznce

in the ptﬁ"-*ctmn of this event.

Parth@r it was the v.v':}l of heaven, 2 fcheme in pro-
vidence, that z}‘o pespic of Jjrael fhould be plinted
- dowd anthe bnd of L:ura.,_‘r:. To this end the antent
snhapitanes 757 be ¢xterminnted. They were leit therg-
fore, tc filt upthe meafure of 6.cir iniquity, that fo

the }?ws rm;‘u Le u:tmca, i the dellruétion of them.
To fuppele Ged made dheny. Wu.rw by his ows offf-
muv, ss ro imagine 1hat ke was mmfcd ta the burd
xmm:y of uititying  one {in- by (he produ&.ou of

arather, thau which nm.una Cat Le more injuricus ox
3{‘{:4?\33

Agsin 3 The Yeaws abor b::ii'z; {rmetime planted in
Darann necorme exstremelv vild o thar, ag;wech to
CThe moonlopaiirg cf he Vi Covesimal I was ne-

T | c;bzrv
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geﬁ'ary they fhon'd be- pumfbed by captivity. - Tﬁelﬁ
were thofe who were ready to carry this defigh-into,
execution. Semacharib undertook the fervice s bus it
was far from tis iatention, to fulfill the defigns or exe-
cute the plans of heaven ; all that he meant was to
gratify bis /uft of dammat:m and congacf. Accordings
ly we find the Almighty thus declaring, 7 will pu-
mﬂ: the fruit of the ffout beart of the king of A[yrxd.
He meaneth not [, neither doth bis bears think fos
but it is in bis btarl to defirzy, and to cat qf mﬂmu
a0t a few |
o
Once more : It was the fcheme or plan of provno s
dence, to redeem the fallen world by the sdven? and -
Jacrifice-of Fefus Chrift. 1o order to accomphth thxs
benevolent plan, the Savicur of the world muft bc
put to a cruel and igauoninicns death, Fudas and the
people of the Jews food ready to accomplith the
deed, wkich,though nefariaus in itfelf, was produtive
of the happieft comcquc"ces to the world. The ps{
petrators wereattuated by the worlt of pnna}ples.' '
tan. through the door of avarice, entered into ?Ma
snd St. Peter deciares, that his murderers in generyl
were moved by an evil fpirir, and pradtiled with wiclgs
ed hands.— Him ‘being delivered by the determinape
counfel and foreknowledge of God, ye é;w; taken and B
wicked bands bave crucified and flain.® —From thefe
eximples it plaialy appears, that moug"s there be. gene-
ral fchemes of providence which will be executed ; ybt
weare by no means obliged to recur o the dla/pbg-
mous affertians of fome late dogmatifs, who teil us,
that as the plan wag from heaven, the evil principles
'by which it’ was accomplifhed weie from God,

Thele mﬂances being prevmaﬁg mentonad, and
go'mmmcd on, we fhall appty the while to rhe me-

grurabls
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gnorable revolution that has lately taken place in this
gountry,
It was the will of heaven, and agreeable to his genes

nl plan, that the principal part of Americe thould be-
gome feparate and sndependent of Britain,

This feparation muf be brought about, like moft
gther events, by the ageney of men. Americe mafp
~ sevolt; and fome incidents sn# take place, to induce
or excite them thus to do. The gvearice and Iyam?
©of Britain foon led them to this, Inftigated by thole
veftlels defires, zbey impofed heavy burthens grievous
to be borne ; revoked our charters, /ut up our ports ;
gbanged the mode of eriminal profecution ; guarfered
a body of armed men upon us, who infulted the inha-
bitarts ; and finally, to complete the fyflem of oppref-
fon, excized the dogs of war, the fons of wielence,to
dricher imnocent and wmoffending men. The frft at-
‘tack was made upon the mi/itia of this town, who,on-
1y becaufe they appeared in arms, and thereby demon-
ftrated that they would not be same /peidators of every
entrage, infult and absfe, were, in a moft snbumaen
manner, cut down, and eight of them had their fouls
inftantly diflodged from their bodies. As foon asthe
Jame of this barbaroas deed had reached the diftant
colonies, al/ America rofe as one man to arms, to avenge
the wrong dome to their fellow-countrymen ! The
Briiifo troops, indeed, marked their pregrefs through
$bis and the meigbboxring towns on that memorable day,
which we now folemnize, with fuch charaéters, of un-
heard of barbarity, thatall to whole ears it came, were
ready to fay, that mo [uch deed bad been done is dmeri-
¢6 fince its furlt fettlement to that time And

¥ Tam feafibl-, that a@s of greater barbarity in themftlves
Youfidered, bave jogauimes beon committcd aguink the Ame-

Licany




{ 15}

And having their fouls filled with an extrema abhote
fence of it, were ready tocry outin the language of
Jacob, when he refletted om the eruelty of Simeon and
Leviy O my foul, come mot thos into their fecres,
iinte their affembly, mine bomor, be thox mo: mnited g
for in their anger they Sew a man,and in tbeir feif will
digged down & wall. Curfed be their anger for it was
ferce, and thesr wrash for it was crxdl.”  From this
wanten and snprevoked mafacré, the Americam wap

tgok

ricans by the aboriginals of the country. Bur Rill, when all
gircumfances are duly corfidered, the sffair atLexingsen md

be propour ced eruel deyond 2 parstisi. This will appear, i

we for a moment r:: & uvpon the casfs a2d the antbors of this
deteflable ceed. The indisrs s&:d no otherways thay mighy
reafonably be expe@ed. Wmimrered and defituce of ciwilizen
tiosi, they always made war with every circumBlaree ot fera-
¢ity ; it was their nature and sgreeable to their modes an

babits of life. Befides, they were p-culiarly i-2enfed i:'g-;ﬁh’ ‘
the Ergli/b inhabitants, becaufe they outted them from theid
ald p.fl:flions, and interrupted their APing, Ssn iag, & s
But nothicg of this fort czn be plesd in cxtennation of the
crioes cf the Britoms, in Bring ca the Militia of Lexingtsn,
They vaive themfeives on their pofiteny/s ard srmasity, an

certainly had no provocation thus to behave ; exceprit be 8
provocation for ethers te hold wtms in their fighe, The
dovericans were never indebted to Briteis for the {oil the

pow pcflefs ; they purchafed it with their own moncy, .,55
cultivated it with their own hande. It wasertremeiy eruel,
after they had driven cer forefathers from Zarope into the
wilds of America, to puifue their foos, and Jaughter thew in
heape, fir no other crime than tengcioniiy edhiaring 30 theic
liberties ard inheritance, which were tranfmitzed to then frowm
their accefticrs. Upon a review of thefe {everal vsreicnizr,
we may he jufiified in fayirg, ¢ ao foch deed had baen dong
la this country ficce it was ichabited by emigrants fromBri-
taia, to that time’”’ FHeaven, it fecms, vefinted it, togeides
with their other batharocs condu® towards this penple ; tog
when the apprel! was made (0 him, eod the difpace wae io g
decided by the fword ; he hee given the csafs to Awvnsaag
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vock ite rife, and Farbarous rage efie@ed what no orhar
confideration covld have done ; it combired a larze
paticn in srms, though of fomewhat different ('x/'cm.r,‘
lews, religics and masnners 5 ard what s il mo:e
wonderful, combired themagaicht o pewerful and xer-
Jike kingdom, oearly related by biood |

The war thus commenced, went forward with i
cus p.rugrqﬂau, :and with *ar"ms fertune, til, under e
condu& ot :nd provid c"“, it has at Jergih ended
i zadtpmdcmv and peace ! Now. theugh the gereral
plan was evidently of Ged, to emancipate Amerivs
from the boudags of Britain, wi:o deprived their fore-
fathers of }ib"ny ct confcience, vnder the intclierant
{pisit of 2 ,,encrutmt’f Lagd, and in this way cu’ed
thbfn to ieek an ef/ylum ia this then howling wilder-
refs 3 and who with the fame fpirit p\.rlu“d as thelr
fons overthe ocean; and had they not heen obftruCed,
would rever have defifted from rheir 2tempts, tll they
had made us bewers of word and drawers of waler, 18-
baughiy end imperious iartomafters + yet thevvil fpinit

which induced them to thefe mcqmrv-‘, can nut be im-
guted to Ged. butto Saten and o their own carrupt
hearts— As God canrst ke tempied of evil, [o m’ttvcr
d:th betemp: any man y Ikt every man is 1:moled, whan
be 55 drewn away of Bii ownlufc and enticed : /um’y
dke wwrcth of man fhall graife hin, cnd the remainder
0fwr.,‘/ b wi/l reftrain ™ To s bis prercgative to e-
cuce geod from evil 5 to reduce the greareld excenitri-
€1iies to o~dery, to fruﬂmfe the deepeft laid {chemes,
¢ tursthe wifelt con/efs into foolillref5, and to make

ioked mon : cuite bel.de their own intentions, rhe eYw
gu-,\mf«rs of fins p.ea‘urc VO the qerthof the vickes
beil ¢ tée wildos and (rewliedge o;‘ God ! bew wis-
fearedabic are vis tudom s, and his ways paft fn.ing
get 7 Tos onviemetos of iz Apollle is jemarka-

biy,
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Iv veriGed in the ri/e, progrels and comelufion of the
Jare war. The king of Briiain meant one thing, bue
the x:xc of Heaven another.  The former intended
to bring us to his fcet, and extort a revenue from us,
to maitain a band cf idle penfiocers, the tools of go=
vernment 3 but the /z2ier meant to bring  about as ag
this cay, to make a great and mumerous people (cor<
rupt indeed, for which we have been feverely chaftiled)
the depefitaries of that Liberty which is the inconteftible
birtbright and peculium of man ; of that liberty which
has forfaken the greater part of the world, flowa oved
the Atlantic and ncw comeflicates wielf with us.

I fhall is the laft place obferve, that as God meand
thefe ewil things for good ; and great good has alicady
refulted therelsem, and there is much greater inrevers
fion ; the confideration thereof fhould, asinthe cafe
of Tofepd, 1=corcile us to our brethren of Britain, di-
velt cur breafts of ail emetions ot refeniment, or rca

venge, and incucs us, upon their return to a paatic

temper, to maintala a fru-ud!y intercourie with them. =
C At

e

® This part «t the Scrmon 2y probably be c1cepted
z~ain®, asnotbring fully uederte~d. To prevent '8 kes,
thersfore, let iz te obferi od, that “=s »re. cher had 1.0 inren=
tinn to recommer ! the reception of the Dezger:, or *o ~ud
fiade the people S8t o Wledzchetalts [+ tar tn over’ ck't~a
vile gondud of (Dol pertoo, who went oot from uy, ol up
zrainf ue, and 00 wlin toon p'wcr 3 run Wnd e Lve ey,
aa ¢ reccive tie into their Reforas T RIS was '-nm
Pie dalign,  ple aors unt eancene tl ¢ the praliniagrie-
pesc: obil: f"-fff v ks e, L'rem  ernfing thuie artiele., hc
is perfoal=d ¢ ¢ i3 Srally e we the o;mou of the cuferens
Stater Thee o tdeczfere e cd on the fLatiments of
the pe nle al hrr;;e, ace the ridatyriang of the feveral Lepi/-
Pargres, 1tia 1o B foped thin will be “vinely Mreft-d. gt
e p cachar ma.y te posoiticd o cxpress nir oWk feuliierts
oy
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A leaft, we ought to forgive them. bear them no has
tred, and pray to God that nore of the evii - bey have
dore vs, msy finally be lad to their charge.  This
I'kaow 1s a hard duty, butit 15 luch a3 we are
bound to comply with., As a preaches of the goipel
I am obliged te recommend it to whomisever [ bave.
the honor publicly to ipeak. 1t we feel the [mart of
the blows irflicted, the cuty of forgivenefs is Rill more
Jifficult.  Now this is cur cafe.  The iufferings cf
America by the hancs of Fritaim ate Qll felt, and
¢they have been cruelly fevere. A [itle recolleftion

¢ wi:l {oon convince us al/ of this, You my hiethren

cf

e

en & matter {» ¢ ff:reatly thcught of,be fhould certainly fay;:
that mamy of the Abfentees have corde@ed faill, fo effenfiveiy
to the people £ the U=ired Siates, thetitis, by no meaus
rexfomablé, that they thonid ever be perwirte -d to retwra to
their former pofi fi;*t, even thocgh they fhauld be willirg
0 p3v the dsra fde price which woes paid by the prefent
pciicfloes,  This, however. mufl be the fulje& of iree dif-
¢ifl m 1n our feveral Lep'flqures. To thcm I ual, the

pcople at large will be willing to refer it, aLd acquiefcs i
their dsdermination,

As to the per ple of Briteia, the proper inh:bitants before
the wai, (here can be no kind of d.ficul'y.  They certaicly
dugh?’ 0 be firgiv.n, and reflered to cur charity, as they
hive virtu:ily «ckicwledged their fawics in sonceding to
re.fon-be rermy cf peace. Hew far 2n iatimate conpezion
wiuh them in frase ard commerce, will be sdvanragecus te
this cou.ry, is left to time ar d wiler head: to determice.
Quch is the ua'wve of markicd in geperdl, that they foag
everlock the greatet * jorics, when th {e who perpeiraed
thern ceafe their o fl=uces ; and chere is ny dosbt chis will
be the ¢sfe 1 fu ure Gius beiween Britaio and Awmerica,
Bu: foppifing it {bvid, this ore ilivg miy with trutk be
sfirmed, bar rthe ¢opi-ws corfumptive of their luxa. iee can
Bzver bz proficble to Ametica. Though with ail the worid
we may Lz+de, yet ler i .ilry prevai’, sud our exports ‘ste
c3e8 car imports, sifs we fwali cyer b poot wad wplorabie,
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af this town, want no monitor to fir up your minds)

por lively defcripiioa to 2ifet your bearss at the dois-

fa!l tragedy which was bere pespecated. Y bough
©ight years have fince roiled awav, ye: your fouls hive

a lively remem?rance of yoar afliclion and milcry, of

the wormwosd and gail that weie coatained s that

bitier cup, of which yoo were campelled to drink large

draughts !—Thofe miffive bals which felled eigh or

ten of your rumber to the ground, and which were
difcharged without provocation, uthered in 2 feene of
bavec: and dedruclion through that dreadful day which,
when brought full to view, thill har-ows thole bofoms

that are fofteed with compaflion, and caules the cry-

flal, briny tears to flow | Well may jou s/ fhed a
tcar over the mouldering urns of your murdered friends

on this anniverlary, cfpecially when you call e mind
‘the tragical circumftances attending their exit, the caufe
in whien they fell, and the gloiious everts that have
refulted from their deaths !—QOa this occ:fion, you
may be allowed to fhed both the tears of farrow and of
73y 3 of forrew, when you confider how dreadtul it
was to have your relations 2nd frieads feat inftantane-
eullv, an] perhaps unzxpeltedly, tothe righteous bar
of God ! How lamentable ! how aficcting the fight !
to fee hufbinds, fons and fathers lying ia their gore,
pale and breatilefs, fauched away, without opportu-
nity of going through the parzing eeremony, or (0 much
as bilding the luwg farewel 5 at once deprived of
thei- com ny. theirfuppo:t and folace 3 and abandon-

el to all .. wretchedne: ¢ woe ! 1t this had hap-
peoed n th: common courie of provideace, and a'ter

the ulual premonitions, 1t would have been a mighty
mitigation.  Buu o have the arrocions deed unexpe-
edly perpetrated, and that not by a common enzwy, but
by thoie who were reiations and prevended friends,
th whom heretefore we have had fwier commynicats-
(1 v

Ly
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ex and mow had no fuficient caufe to hurt, much lels
o kitl, how agbravat.no the circumfitance, hew pun-
gent the griet ! For thete reafons you are ex'..v'd on
3bis occafion, to thed tears of grici 3 and aifo, that
your friends hag not lived to fhare wi'h you tie im-
portant bleflings of independency and peace, to which
they fo greatly contributed.—But then, on ot fcr z2C-
couats, you are cilled "ta fhed the rears of jiy : In
pamcular, that your friends and sown/men ucd in {o
good a caufe, th: they fell the firt viims, and were
made a facrifice sur the good of their couatry. Eve'y
generous and d:xiterefled foul, forgetting o2 ties of
blood, 1s prom;cd thus todo. Lven tue sorhers of
heroic youths, amung the Romans, though of the ten-
der fex, have beea koown to rejoice thar their fons
were flain in battle, and died in the caule and tor ihe
honor of their countey ! Quam dulce ez decoram ef,
$ro palria mors, was a principle with them. Jcis alfe
e maxim of reafon and nro lels fo of the gofpel, thas
3t is better that ome menm, nay that many men fhould
die, than that the wkeis nasion Hewld pevih.  Since
ghen, the murder bere commiticd by the Eriifo
troops, has been followed with happy corfequences,
has preferved this countey from flavery or deltrution
the confideration thereof fhould cauls sowsfien, and

even relations to dry up tiwir :cais of oirow, aad
r:xcutct.“m t0 weep tears of jny.

But when I have mentioas i the death of your
friends, T have told but a parc of tie baer iz, Naot
content ‘with Julling you: z()wam:cz:. thev  were
promptcd bv S=an, to hrn voar kot cad deltroy
your property, Thols wiiy o the ooy of thet

Yated dey, arofe cno - "c:’L. r,‘u.m..;..:, hat ooy were
pofefled of cowiort:he s, e truie of Jor-
ser m". WeiT, it wiog by Geprved of theit

~

Ao mmndanous
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accommodations, had not, like our divine Redeemer,;
where to lay their beads, faw their dwelliags confumed
to athes, and the {moke afeending to darkcn and In-
fult the face of day! And this whieh happened to you
in the firft 1aftance, has been the bitter portion of ma-
py others on the continent. Need I tell you of the
towns, fair and populous, that have been confumed by
fi e in the wantonnels of Britith rage ? What num-
bers of our brave men, the young, the healthy and
robult, the boalt of theirc country, the pride of their
‘pients, and the flower of the army, have miferably
perithed in 1ails and prifon-thips, through megles? and
Sudied crutlty, for waat of wholefome provifion aod
freth air 2 Should I paint in proper colours the dread-
ful icenes of carnage, the horrid tortures which, wich
gaore than diabolical malice, were infli®@ed on our
countrymen, and wowen and childrem, in fome of our
new-{ettled plantations, it would renew your grief, ex-
cite the tendereft emotions, and wring your brealts
with the keeneit anguith | How many women have
been ravilhed and maids debauched in the courfe eof
this uphappy war ¢ What enormous taxes have been
lsid upon us, and how oppreflive the load we have
borng in defence of eur liberties and lives.® '

But

A m——

® That there is no exiggeration in the above reprefenta-
tion is well known to alt who Lave regiltered the events of
the war in their memoriss. Five or fix large tow:s have
been burned by the enemy, with an immenfe qaaatity of va-
lnable eff @, Among tihele were Charlefiown, Nor/slt,
Falwnouth, Darbury. Ejupus and its environs, &c. brades a
pum ber of private buildiogs in mary o her towns.

The fuffericgs of vur people captivated and imprifoced by
the caemy, have been fevers beyond example. Witnefs,
pirticularly, thole who were carried into New Tork, and
rpocially \bifs that were captivated at Fory Wapbington. of

whom
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But notwithftanding all this, it is certainiy cur duty
to forgive, if not to forger. To farget, inceed, I
Loow is not our duty. Seomer may osr right bands
forget their. cunning, than forget sbee and thy anpa-
ralielled fufferings, O my country ! Indeed, whiift the
we¢liges of learning. and the force of the Englifh lan-
guage remain, it 15 impoffible they fhould te forgot-
ten. For fuch writings have been compofed, and
fuch monuments erected, as will perpeicae the dif-
trefles of this country, and the mighty exeriions they
hiave made for their liberties, to the laft period of
tinze.  Tre annals of America will fland diftinguithed
‘among all the nations of literature, till *“the angel,
awith ore foot om toe fea, and anotber em the earth,
frall lift wp bis bard te Heaven, and fwear ty bim that
fiveth f.rever and ever, that time foal. be no longer !
¥ven our tender cffspring, in tuture tmes, will ftand
around the knees of their parents, and with faultering
~accents afk, what meant the military exercifes, ard the
yearly meetings, on the nineteenth of April, at Lexing-
‘dom ¢ Their tatners, under the operation of various paf-
fions, willioform them, that thenbegan,in tbat place,
thofe hoftilitics, which, in progrels ot eveats bronght un
ghic pref=nt happy lettlement ; the great privileges
dhisy 20w ci)yy. The child:en, fatishe! with the
| pleafing

. . —

whem eight or ten died every dsy, The dreadfal fafferings of
the people op the Su'quchanash. are fiill treth in aur momn.
pizs, avd the recolledtng caufes the binod Rill ta ran enid in
eur veivg b Of thef's ard repes Veaw - Jorfey acd the Curols.
. par had lerge aad fercowtul expericrce ; though none of
theiz thinge difheartoed thea ! And ot tux:s, which have
Beea i~ ercdrbly hesvy cn 2B, nome have paid a larger propor.
tico thaw the inhabitaats of Mafuctalersys. Whan the bea-
vy debi contratted by the war will b¢ paid, the wilt pollyy
Nsn cannot tall
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pleafing natration, will blefs the memory of their vira
tuous anceftors, and facredly hand down the impor-
tant tale, frem generation to generation, till childrea
fhall be no more !

But though it be impoffibl¢ to forget the late tran(-
sfions on the f.ge of America,~yet certainly th#
laws of Chriftianity oblige us to forgive. The duty of
forgivenefs Haaven dees not extend fo far asto oblige
us (0 make the cffencers cur confilents and friends—
vo truft them for the future, or teceive them into our
intimate communion : it only requires, that we beae
them no ili-will—tske no fleps for revengz——and re-
sommend them te the mercy of God. Wz muft befs
bbems that curfe us, and pray fer them 1hat defpitefully
sijc and eniveas us, f we weuld be the ¢hildren of oar
Futher in Heaves, who caufes bis fan to rife om the e-
¥il, andcn the gocd, and fendeth raiz on the juff, and
on the xajuff. 1f we are his children, and polleffeq
with a humane and benevoleat heart, we fhall bitterly la-
meat thofe wars and fghtings, which the lufts of mes
areate. Great allowances aie to be made for the weake
acfies and follies of mavkind. As we are human, and
kaow our own frailties, we ought to be induigent to
the follies and vices of others.—Hemo fum, ¢t ns/5il Ex-
manum & me aliesum puto,—was the modelt {aying of
anancient fage. On this prineiple, we ought cver t9
st.——~Realon requires i, and fcripture demands its
Jo/eph, educated in the Jewtth religion, teackes us,thaé
n confideration of the great good that refulred from
bis brethren’s envy, he fhould overlook and forgive
the moft apgravated perfonal cffence.—But a greater:
shan Fofepb is here. St Sterbes, when Jult expiring
under the cruel attacks of his enemies, breathed out
this benevolent prayer, Lord. lay nat thiz fin 1o their
charge | And a greatcrthandsephen even theLord fefas 'g

ful
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jaft before ke was put to a cruel death by his perfecus
tors, preferred this petition to God, which contained
the cily excufe that could poffibly be made for
them ;— Fatker, fergive them, for tbey knew not whot
they do ! Let us go and do likewife.  Shall we, wio
profefs ourfelves Chriftizns, and afe aflured, that unlefs
we forgive men their trefpaffes, our beavenly father
will mot forgive our’s ; which are greatly aggravated
and daily cosnmitted, refufe to forgive, or retain our
sefentment againft the people «f Britaim ¢ God
forbid | May we honor the manes of our departed
friends who died in the war, and .moft cordially at the
fame time forgive the perpetrators of thofe evil deeds,
in confideration of the great good that has arifen there-
from, not only to #4is but to  fome a:ber pasts.of the
WOtldt =

Now, woid it not be deemed nmpcrtment or fuper.
fluous, I could eafily point out the great advantage
that has accrued to fome other countries as well as to
sbis from the late American war. Before the conteft
with this weftern world, the fpirit and the-idea of li-
berty, was almoft loft front. Burope, as it had been
long tefore from Afia and Africa. This difpure
aroufed it in Ireland, who bzfore were fettered in chains
of fevere bondage. Poverty and oppreflion  reigoed
in' that ifland. Their trade was molt ipvidicufly rea
ftricted 5 penfioners were faddled wpen them s their
#axes were heavy, and their rents from (andlords who
lived in Emgland, ecormous ; by means of all which,
the common ranks of people became exceflively poor,
and from the geeateft induftry could fecarcely procure
a mouthful ot meat for themf{elves and family mere
than once a week. Burt fecing the fpirit raging in
Amenca, they caught the heavenly fire, and with

Mmn in gheir hands made a bold demand of ther
nghts 3
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rights, & never defifted tillEngland granted theic reque®,
usfetrered their trade,and mow permit them to five upon
terms of reciprocity with themfelves! A glorious efe
fedt cf the American war ! Farther, the king of France
has given. free toleration to hisi’rorefltant fubie@s,and al«
lows them to build their churches, undiftucbed in aoy.
part of his kingdom ! The king of Spain has put am
end to the Inmguifition 5 and trom the ratified articles
of peace between thefe two latter kingdoms and Bri<
tain, it (hould feem, that it s made upon more liberaf
principles than commonly has been between Prosef
sent and Popifh kingdoms. . But whag is the moft
eonfiderable, the contederated Statés of America have
in confrquence of our ftruggles, become free, foves
reign and fndependent Independency and freedomy
are tie with of all men. Freedom, indeed, may be
abufed to purpofes of licentioufnefs, and what othert
blefling may not be abuf=d ? But, it it be not our ows
fault, we may mow be che happislt people upon the
face of the globe ! Irnftead ot being controuled by
ohers, at three thoufand miles diftance, we now have
it in-our power 9 rule and govern ourfelves, to im=’
pofe cur ewn taXes, choofe all our oificers, regulate
our internz] police, and rife under the influence of our,
vitues, to eminent ditin@ion and renown !

~ We have at prefent a happy conftitution of goS
vyernment, framed by wife men and accepted by
majotity of the people at large. It we adhere to the
{pirit of it, and labor tc give energy to the laws, and
dignity to the governing authority, by elefling wifs
wmen and Jrue, and then {ubmitting chearfully to their
commangds, we (hall doubtlefs tafte the fweets of that
Jiberty for which we have bied at every vein.

I+ is not only natural for nations to wifh to be in<
d:pendent; as (he minor pants for twenty-one ; buk
D | | 1§

® -
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it muft be hinhly eligible and advantageous to be fepa-
rated from Britain. Whilit corne@ed wi'h chem ous
peace and wirixe would ever have been in darger,
“T'heir examyples wouvld have had a pernicious influ-
erce on our morals, Their exienlive comme ce has
given them wealth, and wealth by a natural caufslity
has produced luxury 3 and lusury, efftminacy. Thefle
vices are extremely contagic's 3 and if we had been
conmnelled with and dependent on them, (hould have
been very prone to have aped them in their vices as
well as in their vircues 5 end fuch vices as thofe above-
mentioned, would have been highly cetrimental 10 an
infant country. MayGod long preferve us from them,

Belides, being in conneftion with them, we muft
¥requently have been embroiled in their broils ; which
we kaow in time palt have been frequent and aume-
rous ; and probably will be fo for the future,

Monarchies are often in war, with a view to extend
the dormains of a fingle man, whilt Commonwealths
are na urally pacific ; becaufe the benefit refulting from
corqueft, being diviced among the ruling body, which
is numerous and often fhifted, or among the commu-
nity at large, is not a fufficient fimu'us to war.—
Hence Holland, Switzerland, and other republican
ftates are never, except through neceflity, engaged im
national difpures ; though the latter republic, it is well
kaown, furnithes a plenty of the beft foldiers, whe
are often the mercinary trocps of crowned heads,

Faving therefore affuried republican governments,
‘and being mow {eparated from Britain, and not cbli-
ged to follow her incination or her firiune, there is
the highell probability, that we thall enjoy a Juping, it
et & perperual peaes 3 and iJat this would be a preci-

o0
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eus baon, a “glorious advantage, we muft nesds be
convinced fiom the lare long continued horrors of war
for if war be a judgment (which by fad experience
we all know to be talt) doub.icls peace is a bl«fhg.
H we are in peace we fhall be at leifure for the nobleft
purpofes ; for the fervice ot God ; for being deliver-
¢d oxt of lbe bands of our eneinies, we may [erve bim,

witbout fesr, in rightecufnejs and bolinejs all the days.
of oxr lives ;—tor the cultivation of the arts and fci-
ences, which never fluurifth in a time of war ;—for the

extenfion of commerce and a lucrative navigarion; —~

for the improvement of ag:iculture ; and the diffufion
of the bleflings of good government,ard liderty to ali
around us,

When rapt into future times, we cosiemplate the
great things which wili be afted on the ftage of Ame -,
#ca 3 how fhe will ble(s her numerous fons ; how pro-
duce /eg:/lztar: palmcmm, orators aid peets, quai tothe
moft renowned of antiqiitv, and how the mll rife toupu-
lenee,fame and glory ; uniefsitb: her own taule, we muk
feel ourfelves notorily willing to forgive the peoule 0i Bri-
tain, who by the infatuation of their councils, have been
the undefigned intrumeats of {o much guod ; “utc.a
al{u blefs God, moft hesrtily, thar he has bees fo k' :d
to us, whillt in pleafing gracitude we can adopt the
words ot the prophet,and wih but a littls alteratio tay,
“ Happy art thoe, O America ! whois like wato thee,
O people faved by lbe Lora, tbe (b:e!d of thy bep. a. ;d
who is the [werd of thine excellency [

I cannot, with decercy, conciude withsut aua.ef
fing my{=If to the gentlemen pow s arins :—

ResrectaBLe SIRS,

WHILST werevere your charater, as f.ldiersy
we cannot but lament thofe luds and paffions of men
D3 waioh,

“d
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avhich make your profeflion neceflary, and entitle you
go deferved efteem. ;

Is the prefent ftate of the world, nn body of men
is more important then tbat which is acquainted with
the dexterous ufe of the inftruments of death, and has
Rudied the arts of killing ! A well regalated militia
38 the glory'and defence of evry country. = They are
a greater fecurity than fending armies, who, though
neceflary in time of war, are ever dangerous in pease.
The liberties of Atbens, of Reme, of Swedem, and of
many other places, have been defiroyed by them.
Our ‘rulers, knowing their pernicious influence in
©ther parts of the world, have refolved they fhall not
be maintained bere in times of peace. ~ Soon, there-
Yore, may we expe@ to hear that our army is dil-
banded, and then our dependance will be altogethet
on thé militia. “And indeed oo whom can we rely for
fafety" better than' on them ? Memorable have been
gheir exploits in' former tinics. It was by the militis
ghat England anciently penctrated to the gates of Pa-
wis, took their flers de lis, and almoft conquered that
great and petent Kingdom, * And what noble feats
have they not performed during the progreis of the
war but lately finilhed? Pringipally by their exer-
tions Burgeyne and his powerful 2rmy were captiva.
‘ ch, ard loft their power to hurt.* Corlidering,

T o | therelo:e,

~ N —" S -

N aad

® When I thus commend our mr/ifizs, 1 certsinly mean
mo refl:&ion on our fasding army. (Greatis their werit and
much bave they doue,under /72 fhirgton oue of the ui ¢/ and
B¢/ of geaerais wowards bringiag torward the prefeat happy
zra. Their toils aud lators, their patier ce apd pesfiveravnce,
wander peculisr difcourspeniruts, are unexamspled 1o hiflory |
Zofuch am beigut of @iliipius and tkill, of biavery and
e | . prowefs,
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therelore, gentlemen, the importance of your characs
ger and the expeftations or the people, you will be
perfyaded to cerfevere in’ meafures for the 2c0quire-
ment. -of . zaver military capacity to do goud.
Peace will j:.:iify no relaxation in this regard. As the
country, fo: cught:we know, may fooa be attacked,
and ne=d your afliftance, fo we truft you will labor te
be qualified and difpofed to giveit. Fo your con-
duét, under GOD, we are muck indebted for the
prefent independent ftation we hold among the nations
of the earth ; for here the corner ftone thereof was
laid. As you early fept forth, lent your aid to your
country, and made a facrifiee in her caufe, at a time
wheo ‘ne needed the afliftance of all her fons ; fo we
truft, fhould there be any future cally you will be
prompt in obedience to it. Mow gloficus tn by
dsiled, like Camislius, the faviours of your countzy § =

The deaths of thofe who from your hody were flaing
as on this day, by Briti/b craelty, have beea f{uitably
woliced and refented 3 and that you have not yet. fore
gotten them s evident from your appearing in haftile
array in the houfe of God. ‘ R §

You have acted a laudable part in obferving this an<
siver[ary to the prefent day. It has anfwered a moft
. T valuable

-

rowefs, have they arrived, that we fhould not fear to have
hem meet io the open ficld, an equal sumber of the beft vete.
ran troops in the world. * A “large Briti/h army was enoped
up by thewm, and with the affjRance of the French, Cornwal-
lis. with his nomerous hofl, fcll an eafy prey to their ma-
nauvres asd undaunted courage, Now that they are aboat
to leave the camp, with their brows encircled with the law-
rels of viCtory, may they cheerfully return to the peaceful
walks of life, and by the feveral States who employed them,
have cqual juBlice done, and a reafonable compenfatien teg
<l their former fuffiringe, B A
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atasbie political purpofe, as well as demenftrated a
decent 1efrel to the memory of thole who fi-ft bled
1o their couatry’s catle. What mav be the Jne of
propricty tor the future, T fhall not take upon me ia
{:y, atd ror this rezfon, becaufe I do not paracularly
koowx, This, however, I may b¢ permitted to cbe
fcive - general, that the ends of this inftitution being
chiefl; fccured, the cill for its continuance caonot be
grea:.  To yos it delongs to determine, and to yex it
15 left. But if you continue the {olemnizadon o' the
aoriveifgry, yet you will not perpetwate your refent.
ment again(t the inhabitants ot Britaiw. It is unbeeo-
ming the charatter, botir of ch iftians and {oldiers fo
to do. As the goud foldier is brave in war, he is no
de’s humane and geatle in peace. ¢ Bester is be that
qu'eth bis [pirit 1ban be tbat takelb a1y’ Whillt,
ticrefore, you blefs tae alhes ¢f your dcp."tcd friends,
you will eradicate from your breafts the {piric of re-
wenge, and all forbiddea refentment to the living ;
and exert yourfe‘Vcs fo to pa's through li‘e, that when
‘death fhall lay i's cok! hand upon you, and cali you
hence, you may be ripered for, and through grace in
the divineRedeemer,be admited ro that glo.ious world,
where wars anJ fightings never enter, where harm_‘ony'
wud love perpetuany reign !

ﬁri now ‘:_:r:-.'.:.‘ m"fal?fo this numer~us affembly,
¥ would, 15 the tateots of mv hes 17l COTEritwis’e you
on the recurm of reses with its olive brauch, atte the
totls end perplexines, ¢ ‘1e ftraces and horrors of mo:a
gha afeven wears wart Hail my nhappy coumrvmen,
ar lerpth caaicapated from the aveov Lt was (c-
figoeo for you ! The fhackles are knocked off 5 the
chain that wes to have b'mmt LVERT )“'—rrr:-m:,xl bendage,
Ga @arita Inothe forge, tae Liars i biskon and wc

bave
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‘have &fcaped ! And not only efcaped, but are plazed

bn the fable rock of independence, and are brought to
an honorable a:d advantageous peace. ®

That we may perceive in the moft liveiy manner, the
bleffednefs of our prele.:¢ fi-uaiion, ard keen/yrelith the
soy ot the day,we need only recoiict the borrois of that

dreadful day, when the war . ft broke out in #bis place,
aud

RS

® The Parliament cf Britain feem: to be difcontegted, and
murmur at the peace, a3 being made, in their view. on termts
iogl rious to the a:tion. But be this as it will. furely we,
of ih's country, have the utmoft reafon to.acquiclee in it,
and with a mixture of joy and aRouitbment, tak: notice of
.the hand of Providsnce in aeceleratiog this important event,
and eRablithirg it on terms fo Asmorable to America, Guc
mof fanguine withes are gratified, and expe@atiors cut
dones! Who touvid have thought, when the cbje& ia
difpute, was of fuch magnirude, that Britain would /> foon
defifl from ber cliims, coafent to th: difmembe-ment of the
empire, and make /o large a procor:10a of i:, independent !
That we pcfl-fs a thare in the fithery, both in the guiph cf
St.Lasrence and on tke Barks of Newfrandland ;—thata
moiciy of all the great Lakes to the Heflward, falls within
our limits, whick giv.s us the advantage of a lucrative ia-
land ravigation, acd an ictereft ia the jurr trede ;—that
cur bouadaries are fo extenfive—=rod that the Britifh troops
are to evacuate every part of coofederated America, which
they pofl:ficd duriog the war, New York. Long [fland and
Penolfeot, is uoder GO D. to be afciibed to the walor and
beroifm cf our ermy, to (e wifdrm and gmwearicd exertions
of our ambafadsrs. This event plainly demoaftrates, that
we cao fhine ia the cabiner, as well as in the fe/d ; that we
are awife in coumcil, us well as wighty in war. . This country
will, I dcubt not, retxin a /lafling acd grarg/al remembrance
of thofc worthics, boib in civil and military depactments,
through whole vigerens snd perfevering efforrs, we ecjcy fo
giorievs & posce, 20d fo pleafing s proip:@ of feimre =ood §
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and sontraft them with the prefcac /méling a/pef of di-
vine providence. That was aday of darknefs and of glcomi-
nefs, a day of clunds and thick darknefs, as ske morning
fprezdupon the mountains , when the people were much
pained, and all faces gatbered blacknefs. Many of you
heard the found of 1he trumpes, and sbe alarm of war
and faw the doleful fpefacie of garments yoil'd in bleed |
you faw your friends pale in death,ard heard their dying
groans! Difirefledat whathad already happened,you we:e
no lefs arxious for the future.  Sadmefs fat brooding on
‘every fice, and forrow penetrated deép intc every
heart., But sow the fcene is mightily reverfed—the
incumbent gloom is difpelled, and the brightelt prof-
pects open to view. Tbat mever 1o be forgotten mora,
was uthered is by the difcharge of mufketry, loaded
with the inftruments of death | But 7075 opened with
the few de joye, which diffuled agreeable fenfations thio
the foul. On that day, the Britifh fandard ereled,
prefented a fickening profpect to the free born fons of
Maflachufetts : but on rbis,the thirteen {tripes of the fme-
ricas flag, waving and wantoning inthe wind, exhilirate
the he-rt, and caufe the pulfe of freedom to beat high,
On that doleful day, the floor of this facred houfe was
crimfored with the blood of our murdered friends,
and fpread over with their mangled corpfes; but on
thit, it is trod by the feet of devout worfhippers, whe
eome hither in crouds to exprefs their gratitude to
that (zod who has beheld us with a‘propitious eye, ap-
peared for our help, and turned this anniverfary from
forrow to joy, and from mourning into & good day |
That day faw {fome of the beft charalters of the pro-
vinee profcribed, doomed to deltrultiun, and hunted
ke partridges om the mountains ; but 2bis ax/picions
exe beholds 2hem advanced to the fir# feats of the go-
vernment, and cpjoying the sonfidence and reward ol

an
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an obliged people. * Thus the flones which the Britifs
builders refufed, and deligned to break to pieces, bave,
in our pelitical edifice, become tbe bead flones of the
corner 1 Tdisis tbe Lord’s doing, and it is marvelloas
in oxr ¢yes | This is the operation of that God who
appeared for the Fews, when deftined to flaughterg
promoted Moerdecas to the higheft poft of the kinge

E dom,)

.

. ® When the Britifh trosps came from Bofton, it is belied
ved that one part of their bufine(s was rto feize, if poflibiey
his Excel'ency Fobn Harcock, Efq; cur prefent Governorg
and the honorable Samuei Adams, who, by their, oppoilitiony
to Britilh tyranny, had rendered th:miclves obacxions ; and
were known tdess to bein Leximpton. They happily elcad
ped out of their hands. . For having, by private pofls, difi§
patched from Bofton, received intelligence cf the movement
of a detachment of the troops, with the probable objc@ of
their, view, thofe. gentlemen arofe from their beds.in the
dead of night, decamped, and thus efcaped.  They were re<
ferved to a better end, even to govern and blefs r4ar pespls
with their cown/fels, to whofe deliverance from {1.very they
fo greatly contributed. , Truly laudable was. the ccndo& of.
Ris Excefl:mcy in making his appearacce in the houfe of GOD»,
on this duy. His prefznce increafed the general jy, asit
gave us 1. cgportunity of thiring it with one, who had large=
ly pattook in the diftrefles of his countcy, /amented in alB
their firrows, arnd admisiftred to multiiudes the balm (£
confolation. There was alfo a_ great propriety in bis com
wiog op to the houfe of GOD with others, to teflify his
thankfulpefs to Jchavah, on this occ.fion, s tdisr was the
town where his pious anceflors Jived ; as he was upon the
fpot when hofilitics were firR commenced ; as he was de<
figued to have been one of the it viQims to their rage ; as
tbey came partly in purfuit of him, 2nd he experienced the
ciivive favor in his figeal prefervation on that day. Tha
example was fuch as ought ever to be fet by thefe in powerg
under fimilar circomfances. May his Excellency long live
to talte the {fweets of that lib:rty,for the obtanme t of whic’
he has made a great {acrifise ; and this Commonwra/t) neve
waot & Gevernor to animate them 10 the worlhip of Gud by
Bis owa cpample, S TTm e ms e
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s0m, and ‘infiiled on an haughty Hamay, the purifh-
ment due to his crimes — Uhas by the kind provi-
dence of thit God who difpokes trne fate of  nations,
and caules Kkingdems to rile and {ill at his jiea-
fure, we are b ovght to tiie fLmmit of - our earthly

wihes, and have iived to fex twhat many etkers

Zifred, but weie not permitted to behold, by reafon
ot death. Since our lives are lengthened out to tkhis
glorious epech 5 fince we have feen the bluod here
thed, cleanfed by that God, who abominates murder
and all alls of cruclty ; let picus gratitude rife from
the aitar of our hLearts to the King of kings, ard tha
moft fubftantial obed ence to kis faws adorn our ex-
tereal cunduét.  Let us ally now liying afide every
other cententicn, ftrive only to o miolt for that Being
who has faved us from Qavery, redecned car live: from:
dedruclicn, and crewnmed us with loving kirdnefs and
tender mcrcies.  As the veer is brought to a concluii-n,
jer us atend to the arts ¢f peics, for which we have
fo blcfled an opporiunity.

Since we can now fit under our own vines and fo-
rezs, having none to dilturd cs, or make us afraid, let
us ciligently cultivate the feil which has been watered
by the biscd of eur ccuntrvmen ; and beg of God
that he would caufethe eartd to yiz!d ber snerezfe, and
the trees their fruit 5 thet be would give us friutfu’
feafons, and plentiful crops ¢ tor then foon will our
{caicity be followed with redundancy, and Americe
fupply the deficiencies of others.  Mxy  navigation,
frade and commerce fiounith ; and by an atteation te
every fource ¢f wealth, may we have fuch ftreams
Jow in upon us, as (hall enable us to di‘charge all
our ducs, a-d give us diflin€tion among the nations of
the earth.  Above all thinos, may we leck afier true
r=pentoncs, and peace with God, which, alene, wall

Rapd
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stand ws i flead, when the revolutions of kingdoms and
empires ‘hall ceafe ; ** when the fun fhall grow ¢'m
with age, and natu-e finkin years.” No'.s.ng, onthis
fide of eiernitv, can give us ialting content, if we have
pot peace withid ;—lit:le thall we be betrered by peace
w.th afeveign enemy. o therevolution of a few years,
we muft follow our deparied friends, and bie unconici-
ous to terreftial {cenes.  Let ue, therefore, feek peace
withGod thrugh Jefus Chrift, the great peace- maker ;
wbr kas mad: both Yew and Gm;m cle. and 'ﬂddo
peace by the blsod of bis crofs 5 —that fo when we arc
aalicd away from the enjoyments of American citizens,
we may be made free of the city of the New- Yerafalers,
2nd bezcome the denifons of the Zion that is abgve.

A M E N,
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APPENDIY

LEXINGTON, 24 Aprx'l, 1783

EITHER the public nor the world, at this

time, nced to be informed, thst the late grea*

snd affe@ling conteft, between Britain and America,

opened in Lexington, by the unprovoked m:{Jacre of a

number of its inhabitants, perpetrated by a body of
Britifb troops, on the minsteenth of Aprif, 1975.

This dittrelling day bas teen unto us for a memorial.
‘As fuch it hath been ftatedly obferved in this place,
as an importart anniver[ary, through the courfe of the
late .war, by a relpe@able appearance of the mi/izia in
arms, and a folemn affembly of the whole congregation
in the houfe of GOD, to drop a tear-upon the graves
and mourn over ‘the afbes of our faugbiered friends,
rcligioufly to notice and acknowledge the hand ot Gop,
—humbly to ‘exprels our confidence in him, as the
righeovs and powerful avenger of imjured innocence,
and devoutly to implore his prefence and aid in the
Cau(c of our country, o( poﬁ..uy, and manl..nd |

It hath plcafed him, who is governor among 8 the
nations, 10 behold the fate ot ao opprefftd lind, to
hear the prayers of an "afflicted reople, to give them
to fce their deflires upon cheir enemies, and to rejoice in
his’ faivation, by bringing’ the war to an happy iffue,
and gram.ng them the plealing prc‘})c‘t of the bieflings
of a peacd, in which all theirrizhes and claims, as free,
Jovereign Rates, and an indopendent mation, are efta-
bhﬂxcd u; on a p«.rma:*em ';...n}auon.

> Our
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QOur forrew being thus turned into sey, and &G
mourning into fomgs of praife—decently and religioufly
to exprefs the fulaefs of our hearts, upon this great
and joyful occafion, the interefing amniverfary on Sa-
surday laR, was obferved and celebrated in the follow-
ing maaper, viz. | '

Thes dawn of the day was ufthered in by the ringing
of the bell.—The officers of the 2own miistia, with 8
large number of the inhabitants, being colle@ed toge-
the;—at five o'clock (the time when the Britews made
their approach, and, without notice or provocation,
snbumanly fired upon the people of this town) eight
eannsn, from the artiliery, commanded by Caprain
Olrver Brown, were difchatged, in memury of eight
of our brethren, who fell the fir# vigtims to the op-
preffor’s cruelty, and marfyrs in the caufe of liberty,
dwmerica, and mankind. S o

At the rifing of the fun, a large flag of the United
States appeared difplayed over the houfe of Captain
Browns, near the meeting-houfe and place of parade,
whe:e our brethren were flain, and sbirieen cannon
were difcharged in commemcration ef that fpirit of
liberty, petriotifar and bravery, which, upon that af-
feQing event, fired the American’s brealtyand catching
from foul to foul, diffufed itfelf through this wide ex-
tended continent, and infpired the inhabitants of thir-
teen of the (then) colonies of Ameriea, as one man, to
rife and revenge their brethren’s blood 3 and, in a fo-
Jemn appeal to heaven, at the point of the {word, to
affert, fupport and defepd their own, and their coan-
uy’s rights. - | |

Between twelve and one, on the arrival of the Go-

vernor, (who was prefent and a witnefs of the tragi-
. g ns SEE S D L u




[ 38 1]

g2l fcene, which gave rife to this anmiverfary, and whe
greatly added to the joy of the day by hoaoring the
folemnity with his preiznce) a number of cannon were
difcharged, as a token of refpeét f:om the inhabitants
of the town and a falute to his KxcELvexcy,

At two o’clock, & large number of the inhabitants
(‘everal of whom in years palt had borne commiffions
from this or the Unired States) turning out as volun-
tecis, in horor to the day, aflcmbled in arms ; and
being embodied under the condu@t of the prefent of-

ficers of the militia, performed feveral milizary ma-
seuvres to good acceptance.

)

Precifely at three o’clcck, the company, command-
ed by Capt. Manroe, appearéd ac the houfe of the
Rev. Mr. Clark, and from thence efcorted his Excel-
lency the Governor, and a large numter of ‘gentlemen
in the miniftry, and otker gentiemen of charadler, to
¢he meeting houfe, to attend divine lervice,

As the companv, with the proceffion, were march-
ing to the houfe of GOD, thirzecn cannon were difchar-
ged, iIn memory of the wifdom, firmnels and patri-
etifm of the thirteen colomics, in declaring themielves
free, [everesgn and independent fates, and confolidating
their union ané ftrerythinto ore body for glory and de-
fence,ss 2 natien, by articles of a confederation,tounded
in prirciples of wildom and cquity, virtue and liberte,
fupported by ihe experience of ages,and approvirg itleif
t~ the common {enfe of mankind. |

In the houle of divine worthip, prayers and thank(-
givings were devoutly addreflea to thatGoe who hath
been with his people in ditrefs, who has carried them
thro’, and who,alone,is tobe exalted in their (alvation ;

0 -~ and
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#nd an excelient and wel! adapted fermon,preached by
the Rov, Mr. Adams, ot Lunenturgh. to a very crou-
ded and attentive audience, trom Gen. 50. 20 Bu?
as for you, ye thosght evil againft me, dut God meant it
for gaed, &c. The exeicife was clofed with a plalm

and an anthem, pertinent to the joyful occafion.

After divine fervi-e, the proceffion was efcorted backé
to the Rev. Mr. Clark’s, by the company in arms,and
three volles fired, as a falute t¢ bis Excellency and he
other gentlemen of the proceflion,

The military company then returned to the placé
of parade, wben thiricen canmons were difcharged, to
celebraie the glory of viory and the joy of peace, to
the Ttirtecn United States of America, now delivered
from the calamities of war, reftored to the bleflings of
peace, and eftsblithed in their freedum, indepeadence
and fovereignty, as States and a Nation,

The rejoicings of the day were clofed with 2 parting
falute of three vallies, by the company in arms; aud
the dilcharge of a cannon, and the Qrikisg of t!.< fag
# the fetiing of ths fun.

SRR R syt 2> DR AP o mwmﬂ%&w-




