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pufletts.

BY TH

A PROCLAMATION

FOR A DAY OF

Solemn Faiting & Prayer.

T having been the invariable pratice derived from the

days of our renowned Anceftors at this feafon of the {car to fet apart a Day of Public Fafting

and Prayer : And the praftice appearing to be in itfelf produ@ive, if well-improved, of happy
effects on the public Mind—

have therefore thought fit, by and with the advice and

¢ t of the Council, to ;})Boint THURSDAY, THE FOURTH DAY OF MAY NEXT ENSUING,
TO BE OBSERVED A IMPROVED THROUGHOUT THIS COMMONWEALTH FOR
THE PURPOSE OF PUBLIC FASTING AND PRAYER : Eameftly reccommending to the Minif-
ters of the Gofpel with their rcfpeétive Congregatiom then to aflemble toqether and ferioufly to con-
Gider and -with ene united voice confefs our paft Sins and TranfrefMons, with holy refolutioris, by the
Grace of God, to turn our feet into the path of His Law—Humbly bc}c'cching him to en-
duc us all with the Chriftian Spirit of Piety, Benevolence and the Love of our Country; and that in all
our public dcliberations we may be poficfled of a facrcd Regard to the fundamental Principles of
our frec cle@ive civil Conftitutions——That we may be preferved from confuming Fires and all other de-
folating Judgments.

And as at this Seafon the General Bufinefs of the year

commences, it feems highly proper humbly  to implore the divine Bleflingon our Hufbandry, Trade
and Fitherv, and all the labour of our hands—On our Univerlity and Schools of Education~—On the
Adminiftration of the Government of the United States and of this and the other States in the Union
—On the foreign relations of the United States ; and in a particular manner that all mifunderftand-
ing between them and a Sifter Republic, may be happily fo adjufted, as to prevent an o»en Rupture
and eftablith permament Pcace.

And as it is our Duty to extend our wifhes to the happi-

nefs of the great Family of Man, I conceive, we cannot better exprefs ourfelves than by humbly fup-
plicating the Supreme Ruler of the World—That the Rod of Tyrants may be broken into picces and
the opprefled made Free—That Wars may ceafe inall the Earth and that the confufions that are and
have Lccn among the Nations may be overruled for the promoting and fpeedily bringing on that holy
and happy Period, when the Kin dom of our Lord and Saviour Jesus CHr1sT, may be every where
cftablithed, and all the People willingly bow to the Sceptre of Him who is the Prince of Peace,

And I do hereby recommend that all unneceflary Labour
and Recreation may be fufpended on the faid day,

Given at the Council-Chamber, in BosToN, 13is twentieth day of Marcd, in tbe year of our Lord, one
thoufand feven hundred and ninetyfeven, andin the twenty firfi year of the Independence of the United States of Amuerica.

Atteft, JOHN AVERY, Secretary. SAMUEL ADAMS.

God Save the Commonwealth of Maflachufetts.
Lrinted Jy %ﬂy & Minns, DLrinters to the Slats,






