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CORUESPONDENCj<~, 389 

Cato's age so ncar my own; he 'was in his eighty-fourth, and I 
in my eighty-fifth year. 

I never delightcd lunch in contemplating commas and colons, 
or in spelling or measuring syllablcs; but now, while reading 
Cato, if I attempt to look at these little objects, I find my ima
gination, in spite of all my exertions, roamillg in the milky 
way, among the llebulrc, those mighty orbs, and stupendous 
orbits of suns, planets, satellites, and comets, which eompo~e 
this incomprehensible universe; and, if I do not sink into no
thing in my own estimation, I feel an irrcsh;tible impulse to 
fall on my knee:;, in adoratioll of the power that mo\"cs, the 
wisdom that directs, and the benevolellce that sanctifies t.his 
wonderful whole. 

As to writing a review of your volume, it is out of the ques
tion.· l\fy eyes arc not able to read, nor my hand to write it; 
but as I have four grandchildren gone to school this morning 
where there arc between one and two hundred scholars, I have 
given it to them to carry to their master, who is very capable 
of appreciating its value. 
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TO SAMUEL MILLER. 

Quincy, 8 July, 1820. 

You know not the gratification you have given me by your 
kind, frank, and candid letter. I must be a very unnatural SOil 

to entertain any prejudices against the Calvinists, or Calvinism, 
according to your confession of faith; for my father and mother, 
my uncles and aunts, and all my predecessors, irom our com
mOll ancestor, who landed in this country two hundred years 
ago, wanting five months, were of that persuasion. Indeed, I 
have never known any better people than the Calvinists. Nev
ertheless, I must a,cknowlcdge that I cannot class myself under 
that denomination. My opinion~, indeed, on religious subjects 
ought not to be of any COil sequence to any but myself. To 
develop them, and the reasons for them, would require a folio 
larger than 'Villard's Body of Divinity, amI, after all, I might 
scatter darkncs::i rather than light. Before.I was twelve years 
of age, I neec8:mrily bCl'amc a reader of polemical writings of 

• 

" ... ".) 

• 



390 COIUtESl'ONlJENCE. 

religion, u~ well ua politics, and for more than seventy years I 
have indulged myself in that kind of'rcading, as far a~ the wan
dering, anxious, and perplexed kind of life, which Providence 
bas compelled me to purl:!ue, would admit. 1 have endeavored 
to obtain as much information as I could of all the religions 
whidl have ever existed in the world. l\lankilld arc by nature 
religious creatures. I have found no nation without It reli
gion, nor any people without the .helief of a supreme Being. 
I have heel1 o\'erwhelmed with !:lorrow to sec the natural love 
Ulld fear of tbat Being wrought upon hy politician~ to pro
duce the mogt horrid crueltie~, 8upcr~titiolJ~, amI hypocri~y, 
from the 2Sucrifice~ to l\loloch dOWll to tbo~e of Juggernaut, and 
tIle l:Sacritice~ of the king~ of 'Vhidah and A .. ~hantee. The great 
relmlt of aU my rcseurche1'l Im~ been a most diffusive and com
Ilfehensive charity. 1 hl'1ie\'e with Justin :\Jartyr, that all good 
men ure Christial1~, und I bl'1icve there have been, and are, 
guod 111el1 in all nationt', sillet .. re and conscientious. That you 
and J shuH meet in a better wO,r]d, I h:we no more doubt than 
1 have tlmt we now exilSt 011 the ~atnc globl~. If Illy natural 
re:t!'4on did not cOl!\'ince me of thi:c, Cicero's dream of Scipio, 
Htltl 1.ilS c~!!layt4 on {riend~hip and old age, would ha\"~ been 
~ufficient for the ptlr}lo~e. But J('~t18 Jm~ taught U!~, that a 
future ~taw is :l ~ocial ~tate, when he promi~ed to prepare places 
in hi~ {ather's house or mauy 1lltl11l"jOl1~ for his di:o'ciplcs. 

Uy tlw way, I wouder IIOt. at tlw petition of tlw pagau~ to 
the elllperor, that he would cull in au<i dl~s1roy ull the writings 
of Cicero, because they tt~rH.lt.·d to l>repare the mind of the 
people, as well as of the philol'o[>hers, to receive the Christian 
religion. 

My kind compliments to 1\lrs. 1\IHJer, and thal1k~ for the 
obliging visit she made me. I iutcre8t myself mueh ill her 
family. Her father was one of my most intimate fricnds in an 
-carlier Imrt of his Ufe, though wc dittered in opiuioll on the 
l('rench Re\'olutioll, in the Illitei' part of his daYI5. I find that 
differences of opinion in politicl'J, and evcn in religion, makc but 
little ulteration in my feelings und fricmh;hips when once con-
traetctl. ' 

r have not received Mr. Sergcant's ~pccch, nor the sketch . 
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