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MESSAGE.

Gentlemen of the Sengte, and

Gentlemen of the Houfe of Reprefentatives,

1[ TRANSMIT to Congrefs, certain documents which
have relation to the cumrmunicasions made on Tuef-
day, on the fubjeft of the I nfurre&ion of Pennfylvania,
the renewal of commerce with St. Dominge, and the

Miffion to the French Republic.

JOHN ADAMS.

United States,
December gthy 1769,




REPORT

Letter from the Dijlrict Fudge of Pennfylvama.

Philadelphia, March 11th, 1799.
S 1 R,

]I CANNOT longer omit tranfmitting to you fome do-
cuments which are enclofed, fhewing that a daring
combination and treafunable oppofition to the laws of
the United States has recently been brought to a crifis
in Northampton County, in this Diftri€t. I had fome-
time ago ifflued my warrants againft fundry offenders in
that county, who had been charged on oath with mifde-
meanors in entering into unlawful combinations to refift
the law commonly called the houle, tax law and render-
ing it unfafe for the officers appointed under that a&t to
perform their dutics. The marfhal endeavored to ex-
ecute my warrants, and had proceeded in the bufinefs as
far as is related in the papers enclofed. The refult may
be gathered from thefe papers. But I have diretted
the marfhal to make a more accurate ftatement, which,
with other proofs I dailey expe&, I will tranfmit. I
fhall proceed when furnifhed with the neceflary tefti-
mony to iffue warrants againft thofe who took up arms
and refcued the prifoners. But I fear the procefs can-
not be executed without a military force : this at leaft
fcems to be probable from the opinions given in the en-
clofed papers, and from the falls therein ftated. The
fame fpirit exifts in fome parts of Montgomery and
Bucks counties, thought it has not yet ar ‘ved to the
violent extreme exhibited in Northampton, I fhall
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iffuc a number of warrants againft offendersin thofe lat~
ter counties forthwith; and if any refiftance fhould
there happen, I will duly inform you, that you may lay
the information before the Prefident, to whom I pray
you to tranimit that herein given,

I have the honor to be,
very refpeifully,
Your cbedicnt fervant,

| RICHARD PETERS.
Fudge of the Pennfylvania difiriét of the United States.

Colonel Timothy Pickering,
Secretary of State.

‘Report of the Marfhal of the Diftriét of Peanfylvania

Philadelphia, 11th March, 1799."
S I R, -

N the 20th of February laft, the Honorable Rich-

ard Peters Efquire, iffued warrants againft fun-
dry perfons, refiding in the county of Northampton,
who had given oppofition to the execution of the law of
the United States, layinga tax on lands and houles,
and a number of fubpeenas for witneffes there, and in
the county of Montgomery. The writs were put into
my hands on the 23d. Of the 26th, I fet out, and got
to Norriftown that night: On the next morning (the
27th) I fet out from thence, and on that day ferved all
my {ubpcenas in Montgomery, and on the 28th got to
Emaus in Northampton county. I was informed there
thatan exprefs had arrived from Philadelphia with dif-
patches informing them of my bufinels, which created
fome alarm amongft the people in oppofition in Millers-
town and its vicinity, A meetingo’ a trocp of horfe -
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was called there of whicha Mr. Jarrett, a Juftice of
the peace was the Captain. Mellengers were fent to
fundry places for purpofes of which 1 was unacgquainted.
Next day I proceededto Nazareth, faw Judge Henry,
and Mr. Eyerly, andon Saturday morning the 2d in-
ftant, Mr. Eyerly and I rode into Leheigh Townthip,
where I arrefled eleven perfons, and on the next day
took fecurity from them that they would appear at
Bethlehem at the public inn on Thurfday morning the
7th inftant, to march with me to the city of Philadel-
phia, there to enter into recognizance to appear dt the
next circuit court to anfwer &c, five others came in
and figned the obligation. This being accomplifhed,
we came to Bethlehem, {etout for Macungy Townfhip
in company with Colonel Stephen Balliot. We lodged
that night at Emaus; next morning the fifth initant, we
{et out for Millerftown, on our way 1 ftopped at the
houfe of George Seider to ferve a {ubpcera on him as 2.
witnels on the part of the United States. His wife
came to the door; on being afked for her hufband fhe
abufed me and the gentlemen with me. He came to
the door 'with a clubin his hand of green oak which
{cem'ed to have been procured for the occafion) and
called us every ahufive name the German language can
afford, refufing at the fame time the fubpeena; I gave
it into the hands of a perfon prefent, who afterward gave
it to him, and rode on. When we got near Millers-
town,. we obferved people aflembling from all quarters;
1n fome inftances two men riding on one horfe. This,
from the condutt of Seider;, led to a belief that an op-
pofition was intended to be made to the arrefting of any
of the oftenders againft the laws ofthe United Statesin
that place. We left ourhorfes at Mr. Bufkirk's (a Ger-
man clergyman near the town) and walked in. We
went firlt to the houle of George Schafler one of the
worft offenders: We were therc informed that he had
gone the day before to Philadelphia. We then went to
the hoult of Henry Shankweiller, where we found up-
wards of fifty mcen (chiefly armed with clubs) prepared
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to prevent the execution of the law.  Shankweiller was
fhewn to me; as I advanced towards him he retreated
into the midft of the crowd. I however arrefted him;
he refufed to fubmit to the arreft; the mob fwore that
before he fhould be taken, they would to a man fight
tili they died—that he fhould not {ubmit—he {wore he
never would—he would die firft. I explained to them
the confequence of refifting—he {wore he did not care
ifit coft him his life and al! his property, even to the
deftrution of his family—he would not. Upon which
Jacob and Daniel Schaffer, brothers of the aforenamed
Henry Schafter, a young man of the name of Schwartz,
who tore the cockade from Colonel Balliot’s hat, and
many others whom I did not know, nor could find any
perfon who would furnith me with their names, rufhed
on in the moft violent torrent of abufe, threatening ven-
geance particularly again{t Eyerly and Balliot, caliing
to each other ftrike! ftrike! all defirous that fome one
might begin the affray. I defired Shankweiller to quiet
thofe people, tokeep them off. He defired th.m not
to hurt the marfhal; but Eyerly and Balliot, he faid
were damned rafcals. I informed him and his people
that thofe gentlemen were under my protefion that I
would protett them, and fhowed fome little refoiution
which feemed to ftrike terror inio them; upon which
they gave way and the gentlemen got out of the houfe.
It is my opinion thatif one fingle blow had been ftruck,
the whole of the rafcals would have fallen on, and we
three fhould have been killed. Shankweiller however,
before I left him, promifed to meet me on Thurfday
morning at Bethlehem, but without a promife of f{ub-
miflion. We went {from thence to Jeremiah Treelers,
lodged there that night.  Next morning I hired a con-
{table to go with, and fhow me the perlons of Daniel
Harvey, Adam Stephen and Herman Hortman whom,
I arrefted and obtained their promife to meet me on the
morning after at Bethlchem. IHortman was infolent,
difputed my authority, but fubmitted. I returned to
Trexlers, was there informed that a refcue of the pri-
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foners asfoon as I had them affembled, was intended.
Mr. Eyerly, Mr. Balliotand I returned to Bethlehem,
where Judge Henry gave us the fame information. I
then called a pofle commitatus of about 14 men to my
aid, in fupport of the authority of the United States, who
attended unarmed: About eleven o’clock in the fore-
noon of Thurfday, two men came into the yard of tae
public Inn. One had a large duck gun, and the other
arifle. After fome converfation with them I difarmed
and confined them, concluding that if all the refcuers
came in that {cattered and unmilitary manner, a good
account might be given ofthem. After fome time, up
came Shankweiller of Millerftown with William Defh,
Jacob Kline and David Schaffer, three of Captain Jar-
rett’s troop of horfe. 1 afked him if he had come to
{urrender himf{elf to me and fubmit to the laws of the
United States; he impertinently anfwered no, and kept
rather behind the horfemen, T afked him'for what pur-
pofe he came, he anfwered to fee his partner (meaning
his accufer.) I commanded him to fubmit, he refufed
in the moft pofitive manner. After fome time a perfon
came upinforming us that a large body of men, horfe
and foot, were aflembled, armed with guns, swords and
piftols at the I eheigh bridge, in a hoftile manner; on
which informatior I fent down John Mulhallon Efquire,
Major William Barnet, Ifaac Hartzell and Chriftian
Rhodt, two of whom were fuppofed to be in the confi-
dence of the people in arms, to afk of them their objeét,
whether it was a refcue, to warn them of the danger of
fuch an attempt. They went down, fpoke with them,
and returned with reports unfavourable which were that
a refcue was intended) that I muft fubmit to their will
and releafe the prifoners, or the confequences would be
fuch as they wouid not be anfwerable for. I abfolutely
refufed, fhowed them the writs. They then offered to
give bail to me to attend the court. 1 informed them
that I was an executive officer only, that I muft ftrictly
obey the commands of the writs, that I could not take
bail, defired them to go back and ftate this to their
B
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people in arms, that if they attempted a refcue, it
‘would be punifhed {everely. This they treated with
contempt and boafted of their ftrength. I afked them
if they knew the {lrength and power of the United
States, and the danger of refifling the authority thereof;
that punifhment would woft affuredly follow any indig-
nity offered to them. Theywent off and returned with
three of the infurgents who came to demand ofme a fur-
render of the priloners, but who wer: tou ignorant to
inform me of the objett they had in view. 1 informed
them of my determination; then the whole boudy of
them marched up immediately, the horfemen and officers
of the infantry with fwords drawn; the infaniry march-
ed with trailed arms and furrounded the houfe, the horle
were drawn up in front of the boufe, and feemed tobe
without an officer of their own corps to coramand them,
"The whole troops feemed to be under the command of a
captain Fries oi Bucks county., Tries made himfelf
confpicuous on the occafion, he faid hc was the com-
manding officer, the oldelt captain, he infilted on all
the prifoners being fet at large. This I rcluled and
continued to refule notwithltanding their threats, till I
was informed that their refuntment agaioft judge Henry,
Colonel Balliot and Nr. Eyerly was great, that their
lives were in darger unlefs an immediate furrender was
made. I then informed the priloners that I could not
refilt longer the force againft me, but that I dared not
give up the prifoners. I defired the priforers to
march with me [or Philadelphia, and added that if thofe
people chofe to refcue them, they might, and take the
confequence. The prifoners of l.cheigh Townfhip
rcfufed to march, declaring that if I would fuffer them
to go home for the prelent they would meet me at Phila-
delphia, on the Monday and Tucfday next following,
and {ubmit to thelaws ~ Previous to this I had entrcat-
ed ceriain Jarrctt, who was prefent and armed with
piftols to ufe hisinflucnce to prevent their doing a thing
{o iraproper and dangerous to themfclves. He anfwer-
cd ihat he could do nothing with them, till he faw all
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the prifoners were givenup to them.  He then faid, now
I will take away my people, which hedid in perfeét or-
der. Fries prepared his, rcturned, and afked for Eyer-
man, the Prieft, he faid he muft be given up, that his
_people would not march without him. I affured him he
had been furrendered with the other prifoners, on which
aflurance he went out, found the Prielt and then march-
ed. By this time night was falt app aching. I feared
that thole ungovernable men mighi dr, thin, s in the dark
which they would avoid in the light, “Aerclore agreed
for the fafety of the gentlemen to giva the prifoners up.
Upon the whole of my obfervations I am well fatisfied in
my own mind, thatthelaws of the United States cannot
be exccuted by the officers of the government through-
out the county of Northampton, without military aid,
the people are determined to refift, they calculate large-
ly on their ftrength in this ftate and the aid they will have

from the ncighbouring ftates, and particularly that of

Virginia.
I have the honor,

Sir, to be,
Your moft obedient,

Humble fervant,

WILLIAM NICHOLS.

Timothy Pickering, Efquire,
Secretary of State. |

Depofition of Valentine Fuhrer.

STATE OF PENNSYLVANIA,
Northampton County.
BEFORE me Jofeph Horsfield, Efgr. one of the
Jullices of the peace, perfonally appeared Valen-
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tine Fithrer, of Bethlchem in the faid County, toll-re-
ceiver of the bridge acrofs L.ehigh, who on his folemn
affirmation, duly adminiftered according to law, doth
declare and fay, that on the feventh day of March,
about noon, a number of men unknown to aflirmant,
came to the bridge gate and told afb-- ‘ant, that a party
of armed men would come foon, that they were much
enraged, that they advifed him to leave the bridge-gate
open, otherwile they would break through— Afhirmant
on feeing the armed horfe and foot men, opened the
gate, and left the paffage free till evening. Aflirmant
thinks about 8o horfemen, fome armed, fotne unarm-
ed, palled over the bridge—and about 8o footmen all
armed either with guns or clubs, alfo pafled acrofs—
That after all the horfe and foot had paffed the bridge,
Mr. Henry Jarrettalfo croffed. Inabout 4 or ghours
all the horfe and foot returned without paying any toll,
except Mr. Henry Jarrett, who offered to pay for him-
Telf and the Red-Coats, which wereabout 10 or 12 horfe-
men, and paid three quarters of a dollar to affirmant—
And further he faith not.
his
VALENTINE X FUHRER.
| mark
Affirmed before me, on the gt/z}

of March, 1799.
(l.S.) Joserm Horsriern.

A "

Depofition of Facob Eyerly, and Stephen Balliot,

PENNSYLVANTIA,
Northampton County. J
EFORE the fubfcriber, one of the Judges of the
' Court of Common Pleas in and for tie faid Coun-
ty, on the eighth day of March, A. D. one thoufand
feven hundred and ninety-nine, perfunally came Ja-
cob Eyerly, Efqr. one of the comm.fioners of ihe
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dire& tax, and Stephen Balliot, Efgr. colle@or of the
revenue, &c. the faid Jacob Eyerly having made fo-
lemn affirmation according to law, and the faid Stephen
- [alliot having made folemn oath -« cording to law, do
depofe, declare, and fay—that they fet out from Bethe
lehem on the fifth inftant, in company with Col. Wil-
liam Nichols, Marfhal of the United States for the
Diftriét of Pennlylvania, who intended to feveral {ub-
peenas and warrants, iffued by the Judge of the diftrict
court—that the marfhal upon the road to Millerftown,
ferved a fubpcena upon a certain George Sider, who
when he was calied upon, came to the door with a club
and called the marfhal and thefe deponents highway rob-
~ bers, thieves, rafcals, and {coundrels, and fpoke other
very abufive language, and would not receive the copy
of the fubpcena—that the marfhal handed the copy to
a certain Daniel Schwariz, who was prefent with the
faid Sider; that we rode on from there to Millerftown
where the marfhal and thefe deponents entered the houfe
of Henry Shankweiler to {erve a warrant upon him——

here we found at leaft fifty men collefted in his bar-

room, among others the above named George Sider
with a club: that upon the arreftation of faid Shanke
weiler, .Lacob Schaeffer and David Schaeffer, with
others whom the deponents do not know, came in the
moft violent and threatening manner clofe up to the
deponents, and the marfhal, and in a moft violent man-
ner threatened to beat and otherwife did abufe the de-
ponents, and declared that if the marfhal dared to take
off faid Shankweiler that they would fight to the laft :
and further, that faid Shankweiler did declare he would
not fubmit; but upon the marfhal’s reprefenting to him
the confequences, he faid that whatever Jarrett (mean-
ing Henry Jarrett) did, he would do: that the marfhal
endeavoured to get a man from the neighbourhood who
fhould know the perfons o colleéted, but could pro-
cure nobody elfe to accompany him ; that the people of
the neighbourhood confider themnfelves in imminent
danger of their lives by appearing ©  "wvour of the go-
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vernment ; that previous to the return of the deponcents
with the marfhal to Bethlehcm, they had received in-
formation which induced them to believe there would
fome attempts be made to refcue the priloners either at
Bethlehem or on the road,

That yefterday, the feventh day of March, the mar-
fhal having colletted about eighteen of the prifoners in
a quiet and peaceable manner, at the houfe of Abraham
Levering, tavern-keeper, in the town of Bethlehem,
during the morning of the faid day, a number of men,
partly horfemen and foot, colie€ted at the faid houfe ;
that at firlt a few that came within reach, were difarmed,
but the prifoners who had been arrefted in and about
Millecrftown, in Macungy townfhip, came up to the
faid honfe, in company with a number of horfemen,
armed with piftols and {words ;| that in a fhort time after,
a number of other horfemen, well armed, partly in uni-
form: about half an hour after came up alfo to the faid
houfe two parties of men on foot, all armed, upon the
whole we fuppofe the amount of numbers were about
or betwecn eighty and one hundred ; that there were
various and numerous thre#ats made, that if the pri-
foners were not releafed they would proceed to vio-
Jence—and further, thai your deponents are fully af-
fured that ihz laws of the United States cannot be exe-
cuted under ihe prefent circumflances, as it is every
day becoming more and morc dangerous throughout all
that part of the county of Northa mpton, called Ma-
cungy and upper Milford, and feveral other places—
and further faith not.
JACOB EYERLY.
STEPHEN BALLIOT.
Affirmed by the faid Facod Eyerly, and

Jworn by fa:d Stephen Ballioty and

Jubferibed before me,

Wirr. HENRY.
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By the Prefident of the United States of Americay
A PROCLAMATION.

" HEREAS combinations to defeat the execution

of the laws for the valuation ¢flands and dwell-
ing houfes, within the United States, have exifted in
the counties of Northampton, Montgntaery and Bucks,
in the State of Pcunfylvania, and have proceeded in a
manner fubverfive of the juft cuthority of the govern-
ment, by mifreprefentations te render the laws odious,
by dcterring the public off.ccrs of the United States to
forbear the execution of their funttiors, and by openly
threatening their lives : And whereas the endeavours of
the well affctted citizens, as well as the executive offi-
cers, to conciliate a compliance with thofe laws, have
failed 0. fuccefs, and certain perfons in the county of
Northampton aforefaid, have been hardy enough to
perpetrate certain ats, which I am advifed amount to
treafon, being overt afts of levying war againft the
United States ; the faid perfons exceeding one hundred
in number, and armed and arrayed in a warlike manner,
having on the feventh day of this prefent manth of
March, proceeded to the houfe of Abraham Lovering,
in the town of Bethlehem, and there compelled Wil-
liam Nichols, marfhal of the United States in and for
the diftri& of Pennfylvania, to defift from the execu-
tion of certain legal procefs in his hands to be exe-
cuted, and having compelled him to difcharge and fet
at liberty, certain pcrions whom he had arrefted by
virtue of criminal procefls duly iflued, for offcnces
againft the United Statcs, and having impeded and pre-
vented the commiffioner and the affeflors, appointed
in conformity with the laws aforefaid, in the ccunty of
Northampton aforelaid, by threats and perfonal injury,
from cxecuting the faid laws, avowing as the motives
of thefe illegal and treafonable procecdings an intention

- to prevent by force of arms the execution of the faid
- laws, and to withftand by open violence the lawfu! au-
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thority of the government of the United States :"and
whereas by the conftitution and laws of the United
. States, '] am authorized, whenever the laws of the
United States fhali be oppoled, or the execution thereof
obftruted, in any State, by combinations two power-
ful to be fupprefled by the ordinary eourfle of judicial
proceeding, or by the powers vefted in the marfhals, to
call forth military force to fupprefs fuch combinations,
and to caufe the laws to be duly executed : and whereas
it is in my judgment neceflary to call forth military
force, in order to fupprefs the combinations afurefaid,
and to caufe the laws aforefaid to be duly executed :
and I have accordingly determined {o to do, under the
{folemn convi€lion that the ellential. interefts of the
United Siates demand it: Wherefore I John Adams,
Prefident of the United States, do hereby command all
perfons being infurgents as aforefaid, and ail others
whom it may concern, on or before Monday next,
being the eighteenth day of this prefent month, to dif-
perfe and retire peaceab'y to their refpeflive abodes,
and I do moreover warn all perfons whomfoever, againft
aiding, abetting, or comforiing the perpetrators of the
aforefaid treafonable afls; and I do require all officers
~and others, good and faithful citizens, according to
their refpetlive duties and the laws of the land, to ex-
ert their utmoft endeavours to prevent and fupprefs
fuch dangerous and unlawfnl proceeding:. :
IN TESTIMONY whereof, I have caufed the }
(L.S.) Seal of the United States of America to be af- |
"™/ fixed to thefe prefents, and figned the fame |
with my hand : ;
DONE at the City of Philadelphia, the twelfth §
day of March, in the Yeat of our Lord one }
feven hundred and ninety nine, and of the In- |
dependence of the United States of Americathe |

twenty-third.
JOHN ADAMS.
By the Prefident, -
TIMOTHY PICKERING, Secretary of State.
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Letier from the Secretary of War to the Governor of
Pennfylvania. L

War Department, 20th March 179g.

S 1R, o |
To fupprefs the infurreion now exifting in the
counties of Northampton, Bucks, and Montgomery
in the flate of Pennfylvania, in oppofition to the laws
of the United States, the Prefident has thought it ne-
ceffary to employ a military force, to be compofed in

part of {uch of the militia of Pennfylvania, whofe fitua-

tion, and ftate of preparation will enable them to march
with promptitude. The corps of militia firft defired on
this occafion are the Troops of Cavalry belonging to
this City, and one Troop from each of the Counties of

- Philadelphia, Bucks, Chefter, Montgomery and Lar-

cafter. ‘Thefe Troops I have the honour to requeft
your Excellency will order, to hold themf lves in
readinefs to march on or before the 28th inftant under
the command of Brigadier General Macpherfon.
| I have the honour to be
with great refpe®
Sir, your obedient fervant ™ _
(Signed) JAMES MyHENRY.
His Excellency, ° o
Governor Mifflin. }

InfBugtions to General Macpherfon
| War-Department, 21/t March, 1799

S1try t

N purfuance of the Prefident’s Proclamation bearing

date the 21ft day of 'this month, it has become .in-
dilpenfable to determine upon and put in motion .the
military force proper to be employed for .fupprefhng
the infurre&ion in the counties of Northampton, Mont-
gomery and Bucks in this fate. | |

You will therefore be pleafed to form a detachment;

C
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from the volunteers, who have affociated in the ftate of
Pennfylvania, and been accepted by the Prefident, as
a part of the provifional army, to confift of the two vo-
lunteer companies of cavalry of the city of Philadelphia,
to which you will add, two or more of the troops of mi-
litia cavalry of the fame city now under orders, to hold
themfelves in readinefs to march, fo as to compofe a
body of two hundred and forty horle, including non-
commiffioned officers, and proceed with the detach-
ment without delay, to the theatre of infurreion.

You will forthwith make returns of fuch articles, as
may yet be wanted for this detachment, that the neces-
sary orders may be given for their delivery.

A paymafter forthe volunteers and militia that may
be employed, ought to be appointed: You will pleafe to
name one, who will be advanced a fum, on account,
¢qual to one month’s pay, for the companies, now called
into fervice.

You will caufe correft mufter and pay-rolls, for the
volunteers and militia calledinto a&ual fervice, in the
ufual forms, to be made out, vith the view of render-
ing the fettlement of the accounts for their fervices
prompt and eafy.

The Quarter-Mafter of the detachment, who will be
appointed by the Quartcr Mafter-General, will receive
in advance from the Quarter Mafter-General, a fum
on account, which may be conceived adequate to the
expenditure, that may be incurred, in #his particular
department. a ’

Rations will be furnifhed by the contralor for fup-
plying the fame to the military within the ftate of Penn-
fylvania. Itis prefumed he will employ a proper-agent
or agents, and executc your orders with precifion res-
pefling provifions. -

Do&orf]ofeph Strong, will attend the expedition, in
quality of furgeon, furnifhed with a competent fupply
of medicines and inftruments.

As one objeét of the expedition is to affift the marfhal
of the diftri€t to make prifoners of and hold amenable to
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juftice, perlons who have either refifted the fervice of
legal procefs, or been concerned in relcaing from him,
thole who were 1n his lawful caftody, ¢~ for whom he
may have procefs on other charges, and to condutét the
prifoners to Philadelphia; You will perceive the pro-
pricty of applying your cavalry, inthe manner beft cal-
culated, confiftently with the fafety of the detachment,
to fccure as many of the cffenders, at the fame mo-
ment, as poflibie.

You will inform the Quarter Mafter-General, and
the contrallor of the preciie time, youdefign to put the
detachment in motion, and make them acquainted with
whatever it may be neceflary for them to know previ-
oufly, inordcerto infure as much as poffible, no failure
10 your operations, {rom the want of means, in cither
of their departments.

‘The marfhal of the difinct of Pennfylvania will move
with, and give you the names of the offenders, their
delcriptions, and refpettive places of abode, who are
to be made prifoners under criminal procefs.  You will
be particularly careful, that the moft criminal of the
ringleaders, be atterded to, and in preference fecured;
and to prevent by the moft pointed orders, any infult
to the inhabitants or unncccflary rigour toward the pri-
foners taken.

It is left intirely to your difcretion, to determine up -
on your placc or places of rendezvous, which fhould
befuch, as awe beft calculated, to enable the troops
that may be ftationary, to defend themfelves, in cafe of
attack, and alfo to aid as cffe€ually as poffible your
parties of horfe, in their tranfit to and from their points
of departurec.

You will have cbferved, that it 1s defigned to giveto
the volunteer and militia cavalry feletted by you, a
principal agency in fupprefling the exifting combina-
tions, againft the laws, and of quelling an infurre&ion
and rebellion againit the government and rightful autho-
rity of their country, at a time when its fovereignty
and hberties arc threatened, by a powerful, implacable
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and irfidious ndtion, who have been accuft-mied to di=.
vide dnd conquer other nations. It is nev doubted
therefore, but that they will exnibit ant ufefui example
upbn this fervice, of military promptitude, fpirit, vigi-
lance, difcipline and obedience of orders.

To be preparcd [or adverfe contingencies, it will be
proper that you cor..inue the otrders for holding theth-
felves in readinefs to march, it thé fhorteft notice, tu
the volunteer companies, and militia, not immediately
called into a€tuul fervice.

To cover the aftive operations of the volunteer and
militia cavalry, a company of infantry under captain
Shoemaker anda company of artillerilts under captair
Irwin, from Carlifle, Pennfylvania, Have been order-
ed to march and rendezvousat Reading, and a compa-
ny of artillerifts at Fort Mifflin, intended to rendezvons
at the fame place is under orders to march at the fhorteft
notice. Two companies of arillerifts, from New-
York, and a party of infantry recruits, under Liedtes
nant Boote, fuppofed about 3o, from Brunfwick,
New-Jerfey, have been ordered to march to Newtown
Pennfylvania; thefe latter troops areon the eftablifh<
ment of the United States; expefled to arrive at theiv
firlt places of rendezvous on or about the 23d inftant,
and fubjefted to your orders, to be ftationed, where
their prefence can produce the beft effefts, and em-
ployed in cafe tircumftances théuld require their atual
. co-operation with the volunteers and militta, |

1t rebellion fhould acquire a ftrength, demandi'ng
further force, you are, uling a found difcretion, #n
keepiug cecoriomy in view, fully authorized by the Prz-
fident, to call into aftual fervice, the whole, or any
art of the volunteer and militia companies, that have
een ordered to be held in readinefs, in the ftates of
Pennfylvania and New-]Jerfey.

It iv expefted, that the detachment of volunteers
and miliria wifl be puthed forward asrapidly as the fea:
fon and tdads will permit, to the point or paints yot.
thay think ptoper to occupy with the rcgu‘l’ar troops,
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and to which your ¢apturing parties may be inftrufled
“to conduét their prifoners, o

You. are errnefily requéiled to employ every mae’
ment of your time in accomplithing the objeéls of your
command, conformably to thele orders, and to keep
conftantly in mird, that if thé offendeérs: againft the
laws can be fuddenly and uhexpeftedly {ecuted, before
they bave time to prépare general refifance, it may
extinguifh the infurre@iony without further expenfe to
the United States, or call opon the patriotiim or forti
tude of our fellow-citizens. That you may have fufs
ficient affiftance in your own family to meet the evens
tual bufinels the fervice may imwofe upon you, it iv
permitted to yod to appoint a volunieer Aid-de~-Camp,
(fhould you conceive orne to be neceffary) in addition:
to the aid ailowed you by law, and to draw for him,
and his fervant, rations and forage. - oo

You will -be able to judge accurately upon the fpan
wher: oppofition to the laws, and the fpirit of revol
and infurrettion, is fo far fupprefled in the difaffeed
counties, as to acmit the whole or part of the volunw
teers and militia, to return to their homes and civil o¢
cupations. This will be afcertained when the inhakii-
tants fhall quietly permit the commiffioners and affefloss
of the tax on land and houles, to perform their refpees
tive duties, acvording to law. U il this fhail be the
ftate of thofe counties, it will be proper to continu
the military fofrce there, in convenient pofitions, to
produce a perfef fubmiflion to the guthority of the
United States. |

I have the honour to be,
With great refpeét,
Sir,
Your moft obedient
Humble fervant,

| | JAMES M!HENRY.
-~ W, Maceuerson, Elquire, N
Brigadier-General,
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"RENEWAL OF COMMERCE WITH ST, Doumco.

SuReRTE——

By the PRESIDENT of the UNITED STATES A
| of AMERICA.

q Proclamation.

“ HEREAS by an al of the Congrefs of the Uni-
W ted States, pafled the ninth day of February laft,
entitled, ¢ An a€t further to fufpend the commercial in-
tercour{e between the United States and France, and the
dependencies thereof,” it is provided, That at any time
after the paffing of this aft, it fhall be lawful for the Pre-
fident of the United States, if he fhall deem it expedient. |
and confiftent with the interefts of the United States, by-._ |
his order, toremit and dilcontinue for the time bemg, the |
reltraints vnd prohibitions by the faid aét impofed, either
with refpeét to the French Republic, or to any ifland,
poit or place, belonging to the faid, Republic, with
which a commercial intercour(e may fafely be renewed ;
and alfo to revoke fuch order, whenever in his opinion
the intereft of the United Statcs fhall require: and heis
authorifed to make proclamation thereof accordingly.
And whereas the arrangements which have been made
at St, Domingo for the fafety of the commerce of the U-
ited States, and for the admiffion of American veffels
into certain ports of that ifland, do in my opinion, ren- §
der it expedient and for the intereft of the United States §
to renew a commercial intercourfe with fuch ports.
« Therefore; 1 John Adams, Pefident of the Urited §
States, by virtue of the powers vefied in me by the above |
recited act, do hereby remit and difcontinue the reftraints §
and prohxbxtnons thercin contained, withinthe limitsand |
under the regulations here followmg to wit : ?
. Tt thall be lawful for veflels which have departed §
or may depart from the United States, to enter the ports §
of Cape Francois, and Port Republicain, formerly call-
ed Porv.au-Prince, in the faid ifland of St. Domingo, ,
on and after the firf day of Auguft next.

AV, SRR
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2. No veflel fhall be cleared for any other portin St.

- Domingo, than Cape Francois and Port P cpublicain,
9. It fhall be lawful for veffels which fhall enter the
faid ports of Cape Francois and Port Republicain, after
the thirty-firlt day of July next, to depart from thence
“to any pertin faid ifland between Monte Chrifti on the
North, aud Petit Goave on the Weft; provided it be done
with the confent of the government of St. Domingo, and
purfuant to certificates or paffports exprefling fuch con-
{ent, figned by the conful-general of the United States,

or conful refiding at the port of departure. -
4. All veflels failing in contravention of thefe regula-
tions, will be out of the protetion of the United States,
and be moreover liable to capture, feizure, and confife

cation.

(L. S.) Given under my hand and the feal of. the U-
nited Statcs, at Philadelphia, the twenty-fixth day
of June, in the year of our Lord 799, and of the
Independence of the faid States, the twienty.third.

JCHN ADAMS.
By the Prefident, e |

TimoTHY PickERING, Secretary of State.

MISSION 1o FRANCE.

|

Let.cr from Patrick Henryy Efg. to the Secrebary of State,

Charlotte County, in Virgiiia,
April 16thy 1799. .

S 1R,

i YOUR favour of the 25th ult. did not reach me till
, two days ago. I have been confined forfeveral weeks
| by afevere indifpofition, and am ftill fo fick as tobe
i fcarcely able to write this,

§ My advanced age and increafing debility, ¢ompel
§ me to abandon cvery idea of ferving my country, where

4
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the feane of operation is far diftant, and her interefls |

cail for inceffant and lorg continued exertion. Confcious §
a8 ] am of my inability todifcharge the duties of Envoy, |
8ec. to France, to which, by the commillion you {end
wsne, { am called, I herewith return it.

. I cannot, however, ferbear exprefling on this oe- §
.cafion, thehigh fenfe I entertain of the honor done me B
by the Prefident and Senate in the appointment :—and
¥ 'beg of you, fir, to prelent me to them in terms of the §
anoft dutiful regard, affuring them that this mark of §
their confidence in me, at a crifis fo eventful, is a very |
agreeable and flattering proof of their confideration |
towards me, and that nothing fhort of abfolute neceffity |
<ould induce me to withhold my little aid from an ad-
miniftration, whofe abilities, patriotifm, and virtue de- }
Jerve the gratitude and reverence of all their fellow-
witizens, . | - I S

- Wid\ft/éﬂﬁﬁ@ .dfmy high xegafd;
~ and ,‘meeigncd gﬁccm,
I am, fi
Yopr-moﬁ -obedient,
~ and very humble fervant,
' P. HENRY.

The Honﬁbumbk T. Pickering, Efq.
' Secretary of State.
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Copy of @ letter dated Paris, 11th Fruflidor, 6th year,
(Auguft 28, 1798) from Mr. Talleyrand, as Minifler
of Exterior Relations, to Mr. Pichon, Secretary of
Legation, . Hague. T T SN S

(TRANSLATION.) . . ..

4

]{ SEE with pleafure, citizen,: that the intercourfe of
focicty has procured you fame political converfations.
with Mr. Murray. - I entertain an efteein for that mi-
nifter. Like all the men at. the head .of .the affairs o
the United States, he has received the impreffions whic
the Britith cabinet, has known how to give ‘againftub
He thinks the meafures of his government jult and
{fupports them: but he poffefles reafon, underftanding
and a true- attachment to his country: he’ is neithe.
French nor Englith: be is ingenuoufly -an American .
I am not at all furprifed that he has appearedito you tc -
with fincerely for the reconciliation of the twa Repub--
lics. I will, therefore, checrfully anfwer the queftions -
you put to me on different points, which appeared tc '
you not to: be well eftablifhed in his mind. > "o

1 do not fee between France and the United State.
any clafhing of interefts, any canfe of jealouly. 'The!
Americans wifh to be fithermen, failors, manufatturers,
and elpecially hufbandmen. In all thefe points of view, .
their fuccefs is more at the expenfe of England, than us.

- Why fhould we be uneafy about them? They alpire.to
the confolidation of their natignal exiftance, and. it is to
our purpofc that they fhould fucceed. ‘In"falt, . we
fhould have decided upon very fuperficial views, to
fultain their independence, if the matter was:to feparate -
them from England merely to leave them finally infu-’
Jated among themfelves, on an extenfive {ea-coaft,
weak, rivalling, and impoverifhed by each other, and
torn by foreign intrigues. We know that Great-Bri- .
tain would foon have put together, piece by piece, thofe
{cattered fhreds, and we fhould have done nothing ufe-
ful for ourfelves, if fo miferabie a chance of it were nc
daily rendered more remote.

D




26

What, therefore, is the caufe of the mifunderftand-
ing, which, if France did not manifeft h-.felf more wife,
would henceforth induce a violent rupture between the
two republics? Neither incompatible interefts, nor pro-
jetts of aggrandifement divide them. After all, diftruft
alone has done the whole. The government of the
United States has thought, that France wanted to revo-
lutionize it. France has thought, that the government
of the United States wanted to throw itfelf into the arms
of England. It docs not require much fkill to divine
which 1s the cabinet interefled in the two events pro-
ducing each other, and which invifibly puts in motion
all the expedients calculated to make them take effeét.
Let us open our eyes on both fides. 1 am difpofed to
admit that the conduél of the government of the United
States may be explained by ather caufes than thofe here-
tofore prefumed.  But let it on its part underftand. that
the French government, wounded as it may be, is too
wife to entertain the views of difturbance which the
other fuppofes. 1t concerns a republic, founded on
the {y ftem of reprelentation, to {upport and not to weak-
en fimilar eftablithments. The ftability ‘of this {y{lem
abroad s a neceffary example at home.—France, in
fine, has a double motive, as a pattion and as a Re--
public, notto expolc to any hazard the prefent exift-
ance of the United States.—Therefore it never thought
of making war againft them, nor exciting civil commo-
tions among them: and every countrary fuppofition is
an infult to common fenfe.
" Thefe fundamental principles being eftablithed, it
is natural to alk by what fatality a good underftanding
was not long fince reftored.—It was bec ufe iritation
being mingled with diftrult, neither party yiclded to real
conciliatory inclinations.—In the United States it was
fuppofed that the French government was temporizing,
in order to frike the blow with greater certainty;
whence relulted a crowd of meafures more and more
aggravating.—In France it was fuppofed that the go-
vernment of the United States wifhed only the appear-
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ances of a negotiation, whence refulted a certain de-
mand for pledges of good faith.

Let us fubftitute calmnels for paflion, confidence for
fufpicions, and we fhali foon agree.—I ufed my endea-
vors to enter uponga negotiation in this fpirit with Mr.
Gerry.—My corrgondence with him, until the day of
his departure, isa curious monument of advances on
my part and of evafions on his.—It is wrong to think
that I confined myfelf to vague proteltations. —Among
that feries of official letters, which will doubtlefs be
publifhed at Philade phia, I felett one of the gzoth
Prairial, wherein you will fee that I make very pofitive
propolitions, without any mixture of preliminury con-
ditions. This letter was followed by three notes upon
the articles to be difcofled, and I intended to complete
the others in this manner, if Mr. Gerry had not refus-
ed to anfwer thereto.

When it became neceflary to abandon the idea of
treating with that envoy who thought it important only
to know how a negotiation might thereafter be refumed,
I gave him the moft folemn affurances concerning the
reception that a new Plenipotentiary would receive.
It was far from my thoughts to infinuate that the Prefi-
dent fhould fend one from the United States, inftead
of invelting with kis powers fome one who was in Eu-
rope; far lels that the envoy fhould Il2nd direttly in
France inftead ofannouncing it in a neighbouriug coun-
try..—I withed merely to iay that the Executive Direc-
tory was {o decided for a reconciliation, that all tam-
pering wouid be (uperfluous, that an a& of confidence
In it, would excite itsown.—1 fhould be very badly
underftood, if there thould be found in my expreffions,
a reftri€tion on the nature of the choice, which the Pre-
fident might make.—1I withed to encourage Mr. Gerry,
by teftimonies of regard, that his good intcntions me-
rited.—Although I cou! 'd not diffemble that he wanted
decifion, at a moment when he might have eafily ad-
jufted every thing.—It does not thence follow that [
dui:gnated him; I will even avow that I think him too
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irrefolute to be fit to haiten the conclufion of an affair
of this kind.—The advantages which I prized in hun
are common to all Americans, who have not manifefted
a predilettion for England.—Can it be believed that a
man who fhould profefs a hatred or contempt of the
French Republic, or fhould manife€t him{elf the advo-
cate of Royalty, cap infpite the Dire&tory with a fa-
vourable opinion of the difpofitions of the government
of the United States ? I fhould have difguiled the truth,
if I had left this matter ambiguous: it is not to wound
the independence of that government, to point out to a
fincere friend of peace, the fhoals he ought to avoid.

As to the mediation of the Batavian republic, and of
Spain, I do not know that there is any ferious queftion
about it, and it appears to me abfolutely ufelefs. The
United States might hefitate, in the prefent ftate of
things, to refer themfelves to their impartiality, and be-
ﬁdesé I perceive no {ubjeft which may not be arranged
direétly. - C :

I.kr{ow that the diftance which feparates France and
the United States opens a vaft. field for incidents, and
there have been but too many of them. But the Exe-
cutive Dire€tory is unfhaken in the condu&, which may
beft obviate them. The excefs even of provocations
has deadened their effe@®. The government of the §
United States furrounds itfelf with preca ions againft §
an imaginary attack. To ftretch the ha .4 to deluded
fiiends, is what one republic owes to another, and 1 §
cannot doubt that the dignity of that attitude will con-
vince the Frefident of our pacific intentions.

The two governments ought above all to be attentive
to indire€t attempts to alienate them ftill more. Their }
prudence will fecure this objeft, and I fhall cite but |
one example of it. You have told Mr. Murray the
truth refpetting Dr. Logan. But I perceive, that on
all hands it is attempted to produce a belief in America, |
that we arc negociating with him.  On the 7th of this |
r,onth a very infiJious paragraph was inferted in the |
“ Bién Informé,” It is therein intimated that, guided §
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by the citizen Thomas Paine, Dr. Logan has made ap-
plication to the Executive Dirclory, in the charafter
of fecret agent. The doftor has complained bitterly of
ittome. He has no need of jultifying himfelf concern-
ing a maiter, the falfity of which 1 know better than any
body: but he aflured me, that having once only met
Thomas Paine, at the houfe of a third perfon, he found
him {o prejndiced againft the United States, and fo
opinionative, with refpe€t to an influence he neither
pofleffes amoug them nor us, that he abftained from
converfing any more with him. Moreover, to cut fho-t
2ll mifunderftanding, I engaged Dr. Logan to poftpone
till anothei time the experiments he propofes to make
on agricuiture, and to return home. Asto Mr. Hitch-
porn of Maflachufetts, I was even ignorant till now that
he was ia Furope. A fingle word will fuffice for the
relt. |

We want nothing but juftice on the part of the U-
nited States: weafkit: wc offer it to their government :
it may depend upon the candor of the Executive Di-
re€tory. y

You will not doubt, Citizen, that I approve of the
communications which your zeal has caafed you to feek’
with Mr. M. fince I enable you to refume them with
ofhicial elucidations. -

&e. &c. &c. T
CH. MAU. TALLEYRAND.

L ]

Copy of a Letter, dated Paris, le 11 Frufiidor, an 6,
(Auguft 28, 1798,) from M. Talleyrond, as Minifter
of Exterior Relations, to M. Pichon, Secretary of
Legation, Hague. |

JE vois avec plaifir, Citoyen, que des rapproche-

mens de fociété vous aient procuré quelques con-
verfations politiques avec Mr. Murray. Je fais cas de
ce Miniftre. Il a requ comme tous les hommes qui
font & la téte des affaires des Etat Unis, les impreflions
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que le cabinet Britannique af¢u donner eontre nous,——
11 croit les melures de fon gouverniment juftes, et les
foutient; maisil a de la railon, des lumiéres, un veri.
table attachment pour fon pais : il n'elt ni Francois ni
Anglais ; il eft franchement Americain. Je ne fuis
point étonné qu'il vous ait paru défirer fincerement la
réconciliation des deux républiques : je réponderais
donc volontiers aux queftions que vous me faites fur
differens points, que vous ont paru mal établis dans fon
elprit.

Je ne vois entre 1a France et les Etats Unis aucun
choc d'intérets, aucun motif de jaloufie. Les Ameri-
cains défirent Etre pecheurs, navigateurs, manufattu-
riers, et {urtout agriculteurs. Sous tous ces rapports,
leur fucceés font plus aux dépens de I'Angleterre,
qu'aux notres. Pourquoi en ferions nous inquiets ?
Jis alpirent a confolider leur exiftence nationale, et il
noas convient quils y parviennent. Nous nous flerions
décidés en effet, fur des vues bien fuperficielles, 3 fou-
tenir leur indépendance, s'il n'avait &€ queftion de les
{éparer de I’ Angleterre, que pour les laifferenfuite ifolés
entr’eux, fur une longue cote maritime, faibles, rivaux,
appauvris l'un par l'autre, et déchirés par des intrigues
atrangeres. Nous favons que la Grande Biitagne fe fe
rait bientot rattachée piéce a picce ces lambeaux épars,
et nous n'aurions rien fait d'utile pour nous, fi une
chance auffi facheufe ne s'eloignait de jour en jour.

Quelle eft donc l1a caufe de la méfintelligence qui,
fi la France ne fe montrai {z plus fage, aménerait dés
ce moment une rupture éclatante ertre les deux répub-
liques ? Ce ne font ni des intérets incompatibles, i
des projets d'aggrandifement, qui les divifent. En der-
niere analyie, la défiance fuunle a tout fait. Le gou-
vernement des Etat Unis a cru, quela France voulait
le révolutionnsr. La Francea cru, que le gouverne-
ment des Etats Unis voulait fe jetter dans les bras de
PAngleterre, Il ne faut pas étre trés habile pour dé-
viner quel eft le cabinet intereflé 3 ce que ces deux
evenemens naiffent 'un de autrey et qui fnit jouer jp.
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vifiblement tous les reffors propres & les faire &clore.—
Ouvrons les yeux de part et d'autre.  Je fuis dilpofé &
admettre quc la conduite du gouvernement des Etats
Unis puille s'expliquer par d'autres motifls, que ceux
prélumés jufqu'ici, Mais qu'il comprenne, devfop coté
que le gouvernement Frangais, tout blef¢ quiil foit, et
trop éclairé, pour avoir les vues d'agitation qu'il lui
fuppole. Il importe & une république fondée fur le fyf-
teme répréfi: tarif daffermir ct non d'ébranler les ctab-
litfemens analogues. La flabilité de ce [yfteme chez les
autres, eft une example néceflaire chez nous-mémes,
La France enfin a, comme puiffance et comme répub-
lique, tun double motif de n'expofer & ancun hazard
Pexiltence aftuelle des Etats Unis.  Auffi n'a-t-elle ja-
mais penfé, ni a leur faire la guerre, nidy exciter des.
commotions civiles, et toute fuppofition contraire, eft
une au {ens commun,

Ces bafes polées, il eft naturel de demander, par
quelle fatalité la bonne intelligence n'a pas été retablie
de bonne heure? C'eft que lirritation s'étant mélée &
la défance, on n'a pris ni de part ni d'autre des biais
veritablement conciliatoires. On a fuppofé dans les
Etats Unis que le gouvernement Frangais temporifait,
pour frapper plus furement ; dela une foule de méfures
de plus en plus aggravautes. On a fuppofé en France
que le gouvernment des Etats Unis ne voulait que les
apparences d'une négociation ; dela une certaine infift-
ance fur des gages de bonne foi.

Subflituons le calme aux paflions, la confiance aux
foupgons, et bieniot nous ferons d'accord. J'ai fait
mes efforts pour monter une négociation fur ce ton avec
M. Gerry, Ma correlpondence avec lui, jufqu'au jour
de fon depart, elt un monument curieux d'avances de
ma part, d’evafions de la fienne,. C'eft une erreur de
croire que je me fois *€énu i des proteftations vagues
dans cette ferie de dipéches qui feront fans doute pub-
liés a Philadelphie, j'en choifés une du 3o Prairial, ou
vous verrez c‘uc je fais des propofitions trés pofitives,
fans aucun mélange de conditions préalables, Ee ¢ let-
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tre a &té fuivie de trois notes fur les articles 3 difcuter,
¢t je comptais €puiler tous les autres de cette manicdre,
fi M. Geriy ne s'etait refulé 3 y repondre,

“Lorfqu'il a fallu renoncer 2 traiter avee cet envoyé,
qui ne mettait d'importance qu'd favoir comment une
negociation fe reprendroit plus tard, je lui al donné les
aflurances les plus folemncllés, fur I'acceuil que rece-
vrait un nouveau plenipotentiaire. Il étuit loin de ma
pen{te dinfinuer que le Prélident dit le faire partir des
Etats Unis, au lieu d'invefter de ces pouvoirs quelqu'un

ui fut en Furope ; biens moins encore que I'Envoyé
30{ débarquer dire€tment en France, au lieu de I'an-
noncer d'un pals voifin. J'ai voulu dire feulement que
le Direfloire Exccutif était tellement prononcé pour
la réconciliation, que tout tatonnement était fuperflu,
qu'une ‘afte de confiance envers lui, provoquerait la
fienne. Je ferais bien mal entendu, fi V'on trouvait
dans mes expreflions, une reftri€tion fur la nature du
choix, que pouvrait fairele Préfident. J'ai voulu en-
courager M. Gerry par les témoignages d'egards que fes
bonnes intcntions méritaient; quoique, je ne puifle me
diflimuler qu'il a manqqé’ de décifion, dans un moment,
ou il pouvait facilement tout ajuter. Il ne s'en fuit
pas que je le défigne, J'avouerai méme que je le crois
trop irrefolu pour étre propre a héter la conclufion
d'unc affaire de ce genre. Les avantages que j'ai loués
en Jui, font commun & tous les Americains qui n’ont
point montré de predile&icn pour ’Angleterre.  Peut
on ctroire qu'un homme qui profeflerait haine ou mépris
pour la République Frangaife, ou fe montrerait I'avocat
de la royauté, puifie infpirer au Direfloire une opinion
favorable des difpofitions du gouvernement des Etats
Unis? J'durais déguifé la verité, fi j'eulle laiffe du
louche 2 cet egard : ce n'eit pas blefler I'Independance
de ce gouvernement, que de fignaer len ami fincére
dela paix, les ecucils qu'il faut éviter.

uant 3 la médiation de la République Batave et de
I’Efpagne je ne fache pas qu'il en foit ferieufement quef-
tion, et efle me parait abfolument inutile—Les Etats
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Unis pourraient héliter, dans I'Etat actuel des chofes,
4 {'en rapporter a leur impartialite, et dailleurs je ne
vois aucun point, qui ne puifle &re arrangé direéle-
ment.

Je fens que la diftance qui fepare la France et les
Etats Unis laiffe un champ vafte aux incidens, et il n'y
cn a eu deja que trop—Mais le Diretoire Executif eft
inehranlable dans 1a conduite, que peut le mieux y ob-
vier—[.'Exces méme des provocations en a amorti
Peffet—Le gouvernement des Etats Unis {’entoure de
precautions contre une attaque imaginaire. Tendre la
main a des amis abufés, voila ce qu’ une Republique
doit a l'autre, et je ne puis douter que ladignité de cet-
te attitude ne convainque le Prefident de nos inten-
tions pacifig-es.

Les deux gouvernemens doivent surtout sattendre a
des tentatives indirectes pour les aliéner deplus en plus.
Leur prudence les en guarantira, et je n’'en citera qu'un
exeinple—Vous avezditd M. M. laverité au fujet du
Doéteur L.ogan—cependant je m'apper¢ois que de tous
cOtés on cherche 3 faire penfer en Amérique que nous
négocions avec lui. - Le 7 de ce mois, un paragraphe
tres infidieux a été inféré dans le * Bieninformé’—On y
fait entendre que guidé par le citoyen Thomas Paine, le
Docteur Logan seft addreflé au Direftoire Executif, en
qualité d’Agent fecret—ILe Dolteur s'en eft plaint vive-
ment a moi. Il navoi: pas befoin de fe jultifier sur un
fait, dont je connais la faufleté mieux que perfonne;
‘mais il m'a affuré qu'ayant rencontre une feule fois Th.
Paine en maifon ticice, il l'avait trouvé tellement pré-
vénu contre les Etats Unis, et préoccupé d'une influence
qu’il n'a ni chez eux ni chez nous, qu'il s’était abflenu
de converfer davantage avec lui. Au furplus, pour cou-
per court 3 tout malentendu, j'ai engagé le Doct. Lo-
gan a remettre & d’auire tems Jes experiences qu'il pro-
pofe fur I'agriculture, et A retourner dans fes foyers.—
Quant 3 Mr. Hitchborn du Maflachuletts, jignorais
méme jusqu’ici qu'il fut en Europe. Un feul mot dcit
{uffir d’allieurs. o

E
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Nous ne voulons quc )uﬂrce de la part des Etats Unis,
Nousla demandons. Nous l'offrons & leur gouverne-
ment; il peut fe repoler sarla loyauté du Dire&oire Ex-
ecutif.

Vous ne douterez pas, Citoyen, que je n’approve les
communications que votre zele voans a fait réchercher
avec M. M. puisque je vous mets & méme de les repren-
dre avec des données officielles.

&c- &c.
Ch. Mau. TALDEYRAND.

MRS S WY

\

[This letter was received from Mr. Murray, without the French
original.]

Paris the 7th Vendemiaire of the 7th year
of the French Republic, one and indivifi-
ble (September 28, 1793)

The Mintfter of Exterior Relations,

To Citizen Picuon, Secretary of ‘Legation of the
French Republic, near the Batavian Republic.

HAVE received fucceffively, ‘citizen, your letters

of the (8th and 13th September,) 22d and 27th
FmEhdor——-They ive me more and more caufe to be
plealed with the mea:fure you havc adopted, to detail to
me your converfations with  Mr. Murray—thofe con-
verfations at firft tmerely friendly, have acquired a con-~
filency, by my fan&ion, tran{mitted to you on the
11th Fru&idor, (28th Auguft,) I do not regret that
you have trufted to Mr. Murray’s honour a copy of my
letter. —It was intended only for you; and it contains
nothing but what is conformable to the governmem § in~
tention. T am fully convinced that fhould expianations
once take place with confidence between the two cabi-
nets, irritation would ceafe, a number of mifunderftand-
ings would difappear, and the ties of friendfhip would
be the more flrongly united, as both parties would be made
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fenfible what hand had attempied to. difunjte them, Bu;j
do not conceal from you that yourletter of the 2d a
3d Vendemiairg, (23d and 24th September,) this mo-
ment arrived, furpriles me mych—what Mr, Murray.
is ftill doubtful of, has been very explicitly :d‘,c,claned,
before even the Prefident’s meffage to. Congrefs of the
3d Meflidor, (218 June,) was kpawn in Frances~khad
written itto Mr. Gerry, nawiely on the 24th' Me{lidor,
(12 July,) and 4th Thetmidor;. (July g2d,) I repeated
itto him before he fet off.—A whelg paragraph of my
letter to you of the 11th Fruétidor, (28:h Auguft,) of
which Mr. Murray hasa copy, is devoted to develope
ftill more the fixed determination of the French govern-
ment.--Aceording to thefe bafess you were right lo affert-
that whatever Plenipoientiary the government of the Unit-
ed States might fena to France in order to terminate the
exifling difference between the two countries, he would be
undoubtedly veceived wish the refpelt due to the reprefenta-
tive of a free, z’ndepem%mt and powerful nation.

~ L camnot perluade myfelf, eitizen, that the Ameri-
c,ap'iovemmem need any furiber declaration fram. us,
to.take the refolution, in grder ta rengw the negociations,
to adopt {uch meafures, as wonld fuggeft their with;ta
bring the differences ta a peaceable end—If mifunder-
flandings op both fides have prevented farmer explana-
ticns reaching that end, it is pre{umable that thele mis-
underftandings being done away nothing henceforth
will raife.any obftacle te the reciprocal difpofitions—
The Prefident’s inftru€lions to his envoys ai Paris,
which 1 have only been acquainted with, by the ¢opy
given to you by Mr. Murray, and by me received the
21t Meffidor, (oth July,) annaunce, if they contain
the whole of the American government'sintentions, dis-
pofitiens, whichcanonly add ta thofe the Direflory has
always entertained; And notwithftanding the pofterior
afls of that government, notwithfianding the irritating
and almoft hoftile meafures which they have adopted, the
Dire€lory bas fhewn that it perfited in the difpofitions
configned as well in my correfpondence with Mr. Ger-
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ry, as in my'letter to you of the 11th Frnftidor, and
which I'have herein before repeated in the moft explicit
mannér—carry therefore, citizen, to Mr. Murray thefe
pofitive expreflions to convince him of our fincerity,
and requeft him to tranfmit them to his governmént.

I prefame, ditizen, that this letter will find you at
thc-f!_a"g'gc;'" If not; I afk, it may be fent back to you
at Paris, . = .

£+ Salute and Fraternity, |
- 'k*Sign‘ed?t " CH. MAU. TALLEYRAND.
T L L |
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o “Dt-:gmx“.ﬁ&g‘xr'. OF STATE.

| .\" Philadelphia, March 6th, 1799
CSamy o oo
J[“l’NCLf)‘SEé'commiMOn cohituting you in con-
“jun&tion with the chief Juftice EllfwWorth and Patrick
Henry, Efq. of Virginia, EnVoys Extraordinary and
Minil{ers Plenipatentiary to the French Republic.” By
the Prefident’s dire€tion I enclofe ¥or your information
copies of hismeflages to the Senaté of 18th and 25th of
March, By “the latter of which ydu will fee the motives
inducing the nomination of a commiffion for the purpofe
of negotiating with' France, inftead of refting the bufi-

.

by relieving you from the weight of a {olé refponfibility
in an affair of fuchmagnitude. = |

It is the Prefident’s defire that you by letter to the
French minifter of foreign relations, inform him * that
“ Oliver Ellfworth, Chief Juftice of the United States,
“ Patrick Henry, late Governor of Virginia, and your-
“ {elf, are appointed Envoys Extraordinary & Minifters
¢ Plenipotentiary of the United States to the French Re-
¢ public, with full powers to difcufs and fettle by a

¢ treaty, all controverfies between the United States

nefs wholly with you.—This will‘dodb}l’éfs be agreeable

B T £ ke S YAE,
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“ and France:” But, ¢ that the two former will not
“ embark for Europe until they fhall have received
“ from the Executive Direflory, dire& and unequivo-
“ cal affprances, fignified by "their Sccretary of! fo-
« feigh rélations, that the 'E voys fhall be received in
< chara&c’r to an audience of the!Dire&ory, and'that they
“fhall enjoy all the prerogatives attached to that chdrac-
¢ tor by the law of nations, and that a minifter or mini-
“ fters of equal powers fhall be appomted and comrms-
¢ fioned to treat with them.”

The anfwwer you fhall receive to your lctter you
wnli be pleafed to tranfmit to this office.

' You will alfo be pleafed to underftand itto-be the Pre-
fident's opinion, ‘that no more indire& and inofficial
‘¢communications, written or verbal, fhould be held: W!th
any- perfons whatever, agents on behalf of France, -on
the fubjefis of -difference between the United States
‘and‘the French Républic.—If the French ovefnuhcm
really defire a fettlement of the exifting differentes;
muﬁ take the courfe above pointed out : unlefs the' exé'-
cutive Htrc&ory fhould prefer fending a Mmlﬁcr Plc-
mpotemlary to‘thc Umted States. -

B
! A
R LA A

¢

T I have, the honor to- be,
' N+ AENEE I

SR 5.1; b very mfpe&fully, ﬁr, e b
' Tl R '

Yom' obedlent fervant, .

v ‘,f

TIMOTHY PICKERIN(;

William Vans Murray, Efg.
Minifier of the United States,

a‘ t Hdg‘m. .i"
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(COPY.) .
, ' The Hague 5”2 May 1704Q.
Citizen Mimyfler, ’ & ,‘,‘, 7.,3

RT.- is. with the greatelt p'eaflure that I haften to ful-
£l the inftrutians, which I have juft had the honor te
receive from the government of the United States of
America, by informing you that the Prefident has ap,
pointed Qliver Ellifworth, Chief Juftice of the United
States, Patrick Henry, late Governor of Virginia, and
‘William Vans Musray, Minifter Refident of the United
States at the Hague, to be Envoys Extraordinary and
Minifters Plenipotentiary of the United States to the
‘French; Republic, with full powers to difculs and fet-
Ale by a Treaty, all controverfies between the Unite
States and France ; but that the two former (Mr. Ellf-
-worth and Mr. Henyy) will not embark for Europe yn-
til they. fhall have received from the Executive Direc-
gory, dice& and ynequivocal affurances fignified by their
Minifter of Foreign Relations, that the Envoys fhal
be received in. charalter to 2n audience of the Direc-
tory, and that they fhall enjoy all the prerogatives at-
tached to that charafter by the Law of Nations, and
that a Minifter- or Mimifters of equal powers fhall be
appointed and Commiffioned to Treat with them.

I requeft you, Citizen Minifter, to lay this fubjeét
before your government, and as the diftance is fo great
and the obfaeles fo numerous in an Atlantic voyage,
that you_will favour me, as fpeedily as poffible, with the
anfwer-whickis tolead to fuch happy and important con-
fequences. |

Accept, Citizen Minifter, the affurances of my per-
fet and high efieem, - ~

| (Signed) Wu., Vi MURRAY.
To the Citizen Talleyrand,

Minifler of the Exterior

Relat:ons of .the Fronch

Republicy &e. (e,

PaArts.
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The Hague, 4tk Moy 1790,

Dear Sir, ,

On the 4th inftant late in the evening, 4 had the
honour to receive your No. 22, containing the com-
miflion of envoys. - |

On the fifth I addrefled, precifely agreeably to your,
inftru€tions, as I conceived, the inclofed letter to Mr,
Talleyrand, the minifter of exterior relations. You
will perceive, Sir, thatl did not think myfelf at liberty
to go, not only not out of the commas, but beyond
them—In one word alonc 1 deviated, in the woed,
¢ Minifter” inftead of “ Secretary” of Foreiga Rela-
tions,.—No direfl nor indire&t and inofficial communi-
cations written or verbal be held by me with ¢he Freach
agents on American affairs,

I accept the appointment which it has pleafed the
Prefident to cloath me with, under a grateful fenfe of
the high honour conferred upon me, fo uncxpelledly,
by this:mark of his confidence.-—~I :may ‘be allowed to
fay, that though I was deeply fenfible of the honour
conferred by the firt nomination, and thall always I
hope retain a moft grateful recolleftion of it; yet Sir,
the new modification of that nomination gave me great
pleafure, always conceiving as I thought I did, that
any negociation with France would be fll of anxieties
and political perils to the envoys that fhould be em-
ployed by our government, I had no wifhes to be
engaged in it, and no expeflation that .1 fhould be:
To have athare in it was by me unfought: you will
excufe this declaration, becaufe I was inftrumental in
certain preliminary fteps relative to the advances of
France, which produced the bafis of the appointment.

I fent the original of the inclofed to Mr. Talleyrand
by poft, another, a copy, to Major Mountflorence to
be handed to him, a third to a Mr. Griffith for .Major
M. in'cale the other failed, to be opened by Mr. G. if
Major M. fhould have been out of Paris, :and dire&ed
Mr. G. to follow the inftru@ions which he would find in
the letter to Major M. which were to.deliver theinclofed.
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to Mr. Talleyrand aind take his letter, an{wer for me,
and to fend it to me,
. "As {oon as 1 have the anfwer of the DireCtory, I
fhall have the honour of tranfmitting copies to you Sir,
by different ways,
I am, with the greateft refpett
and fincere eftecem
dear Sir
faithfully your moft obt. fervant

B WILL1AM V, MURRAY.
The Honourable
. Timothy Pickering Efq.

Secretary of ftate of the
. U. States of America.

Paris 23d, Floreal [12th May, 1799.] 7th- year
of the French Repubiic, one and indivifible.

The Minifter of Exterior Relations,
To Mr. William Vans Murray, Minifle Refident of the
United States, at the Hague. ,

- I augur two well, fir, from the eagernefs you difplay
in fulfilling the inftruétions of your government, not to
haften to anf{wer the letter I received from you dated
the 15th-of this Month,
~ The Executive Direftory being informed of the no-
mination of Mr. Oliver Ellfworth, of Mr. Patrick
Henry and of yourfelf as Envoys Extraordinary and
Minifters Plenipotentiary of the United States to the
French Republic, to difcufs and terminate all differ-
ences which {ubfift between the two countries, fees with
;:leafurc, that its perfeverence in pacific fentiments has
ept open the way to an approaching reconciliation,
It has a long time ago manifefted its intentions wiih res-
pet to this {ubje€. Be pleafed to tranfmit to your col-
leagues, and accept yourlelf, the frank and explicit as-
furance that it will receive the Envoys of the United
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States; in the official charaéter with which they are in-
vefted; that they fhall enjoy all the prerogatives which
are attached to itby the law of nations, and thdt one or
ggorq minifters fhall be duly authorized to treat with
them, o

It was certainly unnecelfary to fuffer fo many months
to elapfe for the mere confirmation of what I have al.
ready declared to Mr. Gerry, and which aftet his de-
parture 1 caufed to be declared to you at the Hague. I
fincerely, regret that your two colleagues await this an<
{wer at fuch a great diltance. As to you, fir, whomit
will reach in a few days, and who undérftand (o well the
value of time, when the reftoration of harmony be.tween
two Republics, which every thing invites to fric. .dfhipy
is in queftion, be affured that as foon as you ¢-.n' take
in hapd“thqpb{e& of your miffion, I fhall hav-. che ho-
nor immediately to fend you paffports.

Acteply firy the affurancesof my very finceré confiderations

i 4

(Signed) CH. MAU. TALLEYRAND.

Paris, le 23¢ Floteal de I'an 7 de la Re-
publique Francaise, une et indivifible,

Le Miniftre des Relations Exterieures,

A Monfieur WiLr1am Vans Murray, Miniftre Re-
fident des Etats Unis 3 la Haye,

J’augure trop bien, Monfieur, de 'empreflment que
vous mettez a remplir les inftrulions dc votre gou-
vernement, pour ne pas me hiter de repondre 2 la let-
tre que je regois de vous fousla ditedu 16 de ce mois.

Le Direftoire Executif informé de la nomination de
M. Oliver Ellfworth, de Mr Patrick Henry, ¢t de vous
méme, cn qualité ' Envoyés Extraordinaires et de Mi-
niftres Plenipotentiares des Etats Unis prés de la Re-
publique Francaife, pour difcuter et terminer tous les
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differens qui fubfifient entre les deux pays, voit avec
plaifir que fa perfeverance dansles fentimens pacifiques
ait tenu les voies ouvertes a une conciliation prochaine.
I! a manifefté depuislong tems fes intentions a ce fujet,
Veuillez tranfmettre a vos collegues et acceptez vous-
méme l'aflurance franche et explicite, qu'il recevra les
envoyés des Etats Unisdans le caratére officiel dont ils
font revétus, qu'ils jouiront de toutes les prerogatives
qui y font attachées par le droit des gens, ¢t qu'un ou
plufieurs Miniftres feront duément autorifésa traiter a-
vec eux.

11 etoit certés fuperflu delaiffer ecouler tant de mois
pour la {imple confirmation de ce que j'avois deja de-
claré 3 Mr. Gerry, et qu'aprcs fon depart je vous ai
fait declarer a la Haye. Je regrette fincerement que
vos deux collegues attendent cette reponfe a une fi
grande diftance. Quant a vous, Monfieur, 3 quielle
parviendra fous peu de jours, et qui {entez fi bien le prix
du tems, lors qu'il s’agit de retablir I'harmonie entre
deux republiques, que tout invite a l'amitie, croyez

u' auffitot que vous pourrez vous occuper de I'objet
3(: votre miffion, j'aurai I'honneur de vous envoyer
immediatement des palleports.

Agrecz, Monficur, les affurances de ma bien veri
table confideration.

CH. MAU. TALLEYRAND.
Trur Cory.
18th May, 1799
W. V. Murray.
The Haguc,
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