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3063 DIARY. [1774.

I go npon the supposition that government is at an end. All
distinctions are thrown down. All America is thrown into one
mass. We must aim at the minutise of rectitude.

Mpr. Jay. Could I suppose that we came to frame an Ameri-
can constitution, instead of endeavoring to correct the faults in
an old one — I can’t yet think that all government is at an end.
The measure of arbitrary power is not full, and I think it must
run over, before we undertake to frame a new constitution.

To the virtue, spirit, and abilities of Virginia, we owe much.
I should always, therefore, from inclination as well as justice, be
for giving Virgima its full weight.

I am not clear that we ought not to be bound by a majority,
though ever so small, but I only mentioned it as a matter of
danger, worthy of consideration.!

6. Tuesday. Went to Congress again; received by an ex-
press an intimation of the bombardment of Boston,? a confused
account, but an alarming ore indeed ; God grant it may not be
found true.

7. Wednesday. Went to Congress again, heard Mr. Duché
read prayers ; the collect for the day, the 7th of the month, was
most admirably adapted, though this was accidental, or rather
providential. A prayer which he gave us of his own composi-
tion was as pertinent, as aflectionate, as sublime, as devout, as
I ever heard offered up to Heaven.® He filled every bosom pres-
ent.* :

1 ¢ The mode of voting in this Congress was first resoived upon; which was,
that each Colony shouldiave one voice ; but, as this was objected to as unequal,
an entry was made on the journals to prevent its being drawn into precedent in
future.” Letter of Connecticut Delegates to Governor Trumbull, 10 October,
1774,

2 This rumor grew out of the seizure made by an armed force under orders
from General Gage, of the gunpowder belonging to the Province, stored in
Charlestown. See Frothingham’s History of the Siege of Boston, p. 13.

3 The subsequent conduct of Mr. Duché did not prove hum worthy of the com-
mendation here awarded. In his letter to GeneraFWashington he most point-
edly sneers at the New England delegates, to whom he was indebted for the
distinction of being wlect[e]g. Their motive is explained in Samuel Adams’s
letter to Dr. Joseph Warren, dated 9 September. See Force’s American
Archives, 1774, c. 802, Sparks’s Washington, vol. v. p. 476.

4 This is more fully spoken of by the writer in a private letter to his wife,
dated the 16th instant, of which, the following is the substance : —

“ When the Congress first met, Mr. Cushing made a motion that it shonld be
opened with prayer. It was opposed by Mr. Jay of New York, and Mr. Rut-
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Dined with Mr. Miers Fisher, a young Quaker and a lawyer.
We saw his library, which is clever. But this plain Friend and
his plain though pretty wife, with her Thees and Thous, had pro-
vided us the most costly entertainment; ducks, hams, chickens,
beef, pig, tarts, creams, custards, jellies, fools, trifles, floating
islands, beer, porter, punch, wine, and a long &c. We had a
large collection of lawyers at table; Mr. Andrew Allen, the
Attorney-General, a Mr. Morris, the Prothonotary, My, Fisher,
Mr. McKean, Mr. Rodney; besides these, we had Mr. Reed,
Governor Hopkins, and Governor Ward. We had much con-
versation upon the practice of law in our different Provinces,
but at last we got swallowed up in politics, and the great ques-
tion of parliamentary jurisdiction. Mr. Allenn asks me, from
whence do you derive your laws? How do you entitle your-
selves to English privileges? Is not Liord Mansfield on the side
of power?

8. Thursday. Attended my duty on the ccmimittee all day,

ledge of South Carolina, because we were so divided in religious sentiments;
some Episcopalians, some Quakers, some Anabaptists, some Presbyterians, and
some Congregationalists, that we could not join in the same vetof worship.  Mr.
Samuel Adams arose and said, ‘ he was no bigot, and could hear a praycr from
a gentleman of piety and virtue, who was at the same time a friend to his
country. He was a stranger In Philadelphia, but had heard tnat Mr. Duché
(Dushay they pronounce it,) deserved that character, and therefore he moved
that Mr. Duche, an episcopal clergyman, might be desired to read prayers to the
Congress to-morrow morniny” The motion was seconded and passed in the
aflirmative. Mr. Randolph, our President, waited on Mr. Duché and received
for answer that, if his health would permit, he certainly would. Accordingly,
next mo.ning he ag{{eamd with his clerk and in his pontificals, and read several
pravers in the established form, and then read the collect for the seventh day
of September, which was the thirty-fifth Psalm. You must remember, this was
the next morning after we heard the horrible rumor of the cannonade of Boston.
I never saw a greater effect upon an audience. It seemed as if Heaven had
ordained that Psalm to be read on that morning.

¢ After this, Mr. Duché, unexpectedly to every body, struck out into an extem-
porary prayer, which filled the bosom: of every man present. I must confess, I
never heard a better prayer, orone so well pronounced. Iipiscopalian =2 he is,
Dr. Cooper himself never prayed with such fervor, such ardor, such earnestness
and pathos, and in language so elegant and sublime, for America, for the Con-

ess, for the Province of Massachusetts Bay, and especially the town of Boston.

t has had an excellent effect upon every body here. I must beg you to read
that Psalm. If there was any faith in the sortes Virgiliang, or sortes Homerice,
or eslpecially the sortes Biblicee, it would be thought providential.

“ It will amuse your fnenas to read thisletter and the thirty-fifth Psalm to them.
Read 1t to your father and My, Wibird. I wonder what our Braintree church-
men would think of this. Mz Duché is one of the most ingenious men, and
best characters, arei gresost orators in the episcopal erder upon this continent;
yet o zealous friend of Lbeny and his country.” -
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