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if they fight well, and captivate their enemies, they will acquire
glory and encouragement at home, and kEngland or France
iay determine for themselves whether they will declare war.
I believe neither will do it, because each will be afraid of our
joining the other. If either should, in my opinion, the other will
rescind ; but if we should ‘have both to fight, it wouid not be
long before one or the other would be willing to make peace,
and I see not much difference between fighting both and fight-
ing England alone. My heart is with the Spanish patriots,
and I should be glad to assist them as far as our commerce
can supply them.

I conclude with acknowledging that we have received greater
injuries r~m England than from France, abominable as both
have bec. | conclude that whatever the government deter-
mines, 1 shall support as far as my small voice extends.

N. B. The tribute and the British licenses must be prohibited
with adequate penalties.

TO F. A. VANDERKEMYP,

Quincy, 16 February, 1809.

1 have yours of the 1Sth of January. When you receive
your diploma, you will have no fees to pay. We have not yet
adopted any regulation which requires fees froin the members
clected. Perhaps it would be prudent in future to adopt such
a measure, and give a salury to our sceretary.  Our oflicers are
now mcn of so much business, and so dependent on it for the
support of their families, that they cannot attend enough lo the
business of the Academy. 1 would send you our transactions,
if I knew how. I spoke to Dr. Morse and Dr. Rirkland, but
they have not informed me of a conveyance.

The Dutch history, as you say, should be instructive to us.
The alliance with England has in the end been fatal to Holland.
The close conunection between the house of Hanover and the
house of Orange, the Duteh policy to depend upon the protee-
tion of the English fleet, has given preponderance to the four
agricultural provinces over the three marititne provinces, and
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induced the States General to neglect and abandon the marine
for the purpose of maintaining a standing army fot the Prince
of Orange to review daily on the parade at the Hague. In
consequence, their independence has been lost. Beware! Ob,
my country, beware! lest you suffer English or French intrigues
to render a naval power unpopular in America.

Robert Morris (since you ask me my opinion of him) was a
frank, generous, and manly mortal. He rose from nothing but
a naked boy, by his industry, ingenuity, and fidelity, to great
business and credit as a merchant. At the beginning of our
revolution, his commerce was stagnated, and as he had over-
traded, he was much embarrassed. He took advantage of the
times, united with the whigs, came into Congress, and united
his credit, supported by my loans in Holland, and resources of
the United States. By this means he supported his credit for
many years; but at last grew extravagant, as all conquerors and
extraordinary characters do, and died as he had lived, as I be-
lieve, all his days, worth very little solid capital. Like Lafon-
taine 1a his epitaph, he might say,

¢ Jean s'cn alla comme 1l était venu,
Mangea le fonds avece le revenu.”

If you write dialogucs of the dead, you must not put into the
mouth of Dumas your corrcct notions of government. He,
poor man, was too dependent on the French, and too devoted
to democracy, to advocate the true system of government. 1
say with you and Voltaire,~—

« Yivons, écrivons, aimons, buvons, cher Horace!”

We may be reduced to hard necessitics. The two most
powerful, active, and enterprising nations that cver existed are
now contending with us. ‘Che two nations, to whom mankind
are under more obligations for the progress of science and civil-
ization than to any others, except the Hebrews. This consider-
ation affects me more than the danger from cither or both. 1
excepted the Hebrews, for in spite of Bolingbroke and Voltaive,
I will insist that the Hebrews have donc more to civilize men
than any other nation. If T werc an atheist, and believed in
blind eternal fate, I should still believe that fate had ordained
the Jews to be the most essential instrument for civilizing the

M2
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nations. If I were an atheist of the other sect, who believe or
pretend to believe that all is ordered by chance, 1 should believe
that chance had ordered the Jews to preserve and propagate to
all maukind the doctrine of a supreme, intelligent, wise, almighty
sovereign of the universe, which I believe to be the great essen-
tial principle of all morality, and consequently of all civilization.
I cannot say that I love the Jews very much neither, nor the
French, nor the English, nor the Romans, nor the Greeks. We
must love all nations as well as we can, bat it is very hard to
love most of them.

Our medium is depreciated by the multitude of swindling
banks, which have emitted bank bills to an immense amount
beyond the deposits of gold and silver in their vaults, by which
means the price of labor and land and werchandise and produce
is doubled, tripled, and quadrupled in many instances. Every
dollar of a bank bill that is issued beyond the quantity of gold
and silver in the vaults, represents nothing, and is therefore a
cheat upon somebody:.

Solomon built Palmyra, the ruins of which show that his
magnificence was not a fable.

TO SKELTON JONXS,

Quincy, 11 March, 1809,

I received yesterday your favor of the month of August, 1808,
and if the following answers to your questions will he any gra-
tification to your curiosity, or any aid to your work, they arc at
your service.

1. My father was John Adams, the son of Jozeph Adams, the
son of another Joseph Adams, the son of Henry Adams, who
all lived independent New England farmers, and died and lie
buried in this town of Quincy, formerly called Braintree, and
morc anciently still, Mount Wollaston. My mother was Su-
sanna Boyliston, daughter of Peter Boylston, of Brookline, the
oldest son of Thomas Boylston, a physician who came from
England in 1656, and purchased a farm in that town ncar
Boston.



